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< the Chriftian Reader, ) 


REOSE H E feafonableneffe of 
OF | C =" this Sermon oceafioning 
ca | Ei warme workings iñ the 
es) VES) hearts of many who 
* heard it preached, the. 
eA uthor P it was perfwaded to print 
it:but he judging it unworthy Jach puba 
like view, returned a denyall unto thofe 
defires of his friends. Afterwards un= 
der Standing that a Coppy taken hy fhort 
band from bis mouth, would be made. 


common, be rather chafe to perufeand . 


correél it, then to expoje bimfetfe and 
the ine unto greater wrong. Here- 


apon fundry parafes are filed, ana Jome 
A 2 Scriptures 


"To the Reader. 


i y b 
Scriptures layed more open, orber addi- 


tions or amplifications are not very ma- 
ny, but thou now hast the body of the 
Sermon, both for matter and method,as 
it was first delivered. When thou mee- 
test with wants ana weakneffes remem- 
ber that not the confidence of the preas 
sher, but the importunity of Jome of his 
heareres, hath made this difcourfe thus 
publike. If by meanes hereof, thy foule 
foall receive any fpirttuall edification, 
and grow more able with hope and com- 
Sort,to thruft through firaights in Hea- 
ven way ; give God the glory of all bis 
gracious workings upon thy fpinit by 


Fefus Chrift. Atay ee 


z -~ Marty tJe 1641o. = . i 
ifa is this day otdered by the Committee of the Houfe 


of Commons in Parlament concerning Printing, ` 


that this Booke, intituled 4 apport forthe finking heart 
‘is times of diftreffe, be-printed. 
i FOHN WHITE, 
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Gen. XXII XIV. 
Ta the M ount of the Lordit {ball be 


feene- 


Nterpreters call this Text a Proverbe, the 
Pfa interpretation whereof is to be fetched 
pad¢4 from the occafion of it, | 
Q God by way of tryall did put his fere Ferfi: 
KOR vant Abraham upon a fad taske, a dead 
DFO fervice, commanding him to make a 
burnt offering of his fonne, his fonne //aack, the fonne of 
his age,and the fonne of Gods promife.  “ : 
Take now thy finne, thy only finne Vfaack Whom thou loveft, Verfiz 
and get thee into the land of Moriah, and offer him there for a 
burnt offering, . i 
How heavy this worke was likely tobe upon Abrahams 
heart, I leave itto the judgement ofany affectionate fa- 
ther, when he hath ferioufly perufed the law of the Eord 
concerning burnt offerings. 
'_ The offering being flaine it was to Be cut in peeces, Ley 4.6,8,95 
the wood being laid upon the Altar fire was to be putun- 
der, the parts, the head, the fat wereto be lard in order. 
uponthe wood, the ‘inwards and the legs being watht in 
water,all: were to be burnt on the Altar. 
When the good old man had chewed this bitter pill 
for the {pace of three dayes, towards the end of the third 
day, he lifting up bw eyes faw the place afarre off where his Gen.22.4. 
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deareft fonne muft be facrificed. 
Being come to his journeyesend he builds the Altar, 
binds his fonne, and layes'him thereon, What patheticall 
conference pafled betweene them two, the Holy Ghok 
reveales not. But what it was each affectionate heart 
_-wiil make conjecture. When the father (no doubt with 
a heavy heart ) had taken the knife, and lifted up his 
hand, and was ready to give the deaths blow to his be- 
loved Jfaack, now imagin you what were edbrakams 
ftraights, l 
Is it net probable he might have fuch reafonings as 
thefe? IfI kill not my fonne God will be incenf=d be- 
caufe heis difobeyed; If I doe, how will the world cla- 
mour and cenfure, being ignorant of my warrant, and 
therefore apt to judge my a& both impious and unna- 
turall, 
Now in the Mount isthe Lord feene, divine provi- 
dence {weetly and glorioufly appeareth two wayes, 
1. In that Abrahams fonne is {pared. 
2, In that afitting facrifice is prepared, and both un- 
Uefi. expected, Abraham, Abraham hold thy hand, : 
How welcome were thefe words to the working 
warme heart of »4brabam , being ready to let forth the 
life of his welbeloved fonne ? The execution is checkt, 
Jfaack is not killed, and yet the intention of his obe- 
dience herein is gracioufly accepted: yea and as an ad- 
ditionof mercy,he is affuredby Chrift the Angell of the 
Ver covenant,that God accounted him one that truly feared 
e hisname. Now } know thou fearef me. 

This unexpected providence might worke in the good 
mans heart willingnefle to tender unto the Lerd an ef- 
fering in way of thankfullneffe, that his Majefty might 
have fome homage in the fame place where he-had fhew- 
ed fo much favour. And though fpeedy provifion of that 
Kind was as farre from Abrahams thoughts, as the pre- — 
fervation of his fonne, yet when he kfted up his eyes 

a and looked, behold behind bim aramme caught in athicket 
Kerhir. by the hornes, And Abraham Went and teoke the ramme 


and 
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Heb. 11,17: 
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and offered him up fra burnt offering in the fead of his [onne, 
and Abraham called the name of that place Jehovah Jireh, 
In the Mount of the Lord st hall be feene. 

I will not trouble you in reporting the various rea- 
dings ‘of thefe werds from the originall, In fhort, 
the englith of my Text is this, Mans extremity ts God? 
opportunity, Or if you would have my Doctrine ia other 
words, take it thus : 

Inthe Monne, in the midft of fraights it bath beene the Do 
manner of the Almighty, mercifully to manifeft binsfelfe for LIA 
his fervants comport, 

There are two things that I fhall defire te fpeake toa 
in the profecution of this point, purpofely pitched upon 
becaufe ef this dayes perplexity, j 

3. Confirmation, that it may be ftrongly beleeved. 

2. Application, that it may be feafonably improved. 

The Confirmation of the Do@rine I will give 
in, 

y. By Scripture. 

2. By Realon. — anec 

The Scripture proofe you fhail havs under two heads, 

2. The Promifes of God. 

a. The experiences of the godly. 

X¥ will mention only two pretious Promifes, becanfe 
they are {ufficient ‚being both pregnant and pertinent, 
fpeaking both fully and punétually tothe point in hand, 

The former is in Pfal.72.12. where the fweet dif- Pfalz 2913. 
penfations of Chrifts regall authority being tipically 
foretold by King Solomons government, we have this re- 
corded, He fall deliver the needy When he cryeth, the poore 
alf aad khim that hath no helper, You may doe well to 
marke the fitneffe and fullneffe of the Promife. | 
_ 4. When Chrift findshis people in themfelves poore 
and needy, deftitute ef abilities to thelter themfelves from 
wrong and violence.. 

a. When in regard of others it is thus with them, vize 
not only that they have weake helps, or few helpers, bat 
when they have no helpers,none at all, - 


N 


_3. When 


Deut, 32.39. 


Dan.6. 16.17, 
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3. When in this diftreffe they cry out as perfons in 
anundone condition, then, though not till then -willhe 
deliver. 


The other Promife is regiftred in Dewt.32.36. For 


the Lord faalljudge his people, and repent himfelfe for bis fer- 


wants When he feeth that their power ts gone, and there t none 
Sout up or left, - 
The language is large, and hath much in it, but be- 


eaufe the proofe in it is apparent to every eye, I will 
leave it. 


The experiences of the godly which I thall produce 


you may pleafe thus to contider : i 
1. Of fingle Perfons plunged into deepe dangers, 


2, Of companies, whether few or many, compaffed 


about with devouring perills on every fide. 
For fingle Perfons,I will inftance in foure Examples. 


The feft is of Daniel, wherein foure circumftances 


are remarkeable. 


_1. He was caf? to Lyons, not only’one but many, the 
number we know not. , 
2. He was put into'the Lyons den, andthe doofe was 
fhut, a fone Was brought and layed upon the mouth of the 
den that he might not get forth from thofe beafts of prey. 


3. The King fealeth it with his owne fignet, and withthe - 


fignet of:his Lords, that the purpofe might not be changed con- 


cerning Daniell. 
4. Jn this darke den of deadly danger he continued 


-a whole night, and in this great ftraight the Lord by his 


Angell, font the Lyons mouthes that they did his fervant no 
burt at all, T. 
-~ The fecond Example is that of David,’ 1 Sam.23. 
fromthe 25. tothe 28. Saul purfued after David in the 
Wilderneffe of Maon, and Saul Went on this fide the Moun» 
taine. and David and bis men onthat fide of the Mountaine, 
and David made hafte to get away for feare of Saul, for Sanl 
and his men compaffed David and his men round about to take 
them, But there came a meffenger unto Saul faying, haft 
thee and come, for the Phililtines have invaded the a 
Werte 


in times of distre(fe. 


wherefore Saul returned fiom purfuing after David. 
In this Example thefe things are confiderable. 


1. It was no lefle then Davids life that now wasene Yerfrs, 


dangered. 

2. The Ziphites who were acquainted with Davids 
holds, combined themfelves alfo againft him. 

3. All this ftrength did not only ina warre-like way 
take up armes to meete him, for then by flying backe he 
might have made an efcape, but they compaffed him 
round about, 

4. His ftrength was not fufficient fafely to breake 
through thefe blood-thirfting forces: Now in this ftraight, 
an unexpected providence procures his prefervation : In 
this Mount was God feene glorionfly. - 

Thethird Example is that of Panl, which you have 
in the 21.0445 30,31,32. Al the City Was moved, and 
the people ranne together, they bound Paul, drew him out of 
the Temple, and forthwith the doores Were fhut, and as they 
Went about to kill him, tydings came to the chiefe Captaine 
of the band, that all Jerufalem Was in an uproare , Who 
immediately tooke (ouldsers, and (Centurions, andranne downe 
anta then, and when they [aw the chiefe ( aptaine and the [oul 
diers they left beating Paul. 

Herein you may note: 

1. The general] Infurre&tion, Ad the City, 

2. Pheir violent Oppofition, They drew bin out, 

3. Theirbloody Intention, Zt Was to kil Paul. 

4. Their entrance upon execution, They Were beating 
him to beate out his life: Now in this Rraight commeth 
tydings, leave him there is fomething elfe to doe: Thus 
was God inthe Mount feene, and Pauls life preferved, 

The fourth Example is of Peter, As 12.4,6,7. where- 

-innote: 

1. That Herod intending te kill him ( having done ex- 
ecution upon James ver.3. had apprehended him,and im- 
prifoned him. 

2. In prifon he was committed to the cuftody of foure 
quaternions of fouldiers, that for every watch both a 
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and night there might > 66, and 4. looking to him 
to prevent efcape. — 

3. The night before he was to be brought forth, he 
was bound with two chaines, and two fouldiers had him 
betweene them. And now,that night,and in that ftraight, 
he was delivered by the Angell of God, 

The experiences of Gods people in combined com- 
panies, come inthenext placa to be confidered, and for 
brevities fake I willenly fuggeft three. 

The firk is of Shadrack, Mefbeck and eAbednego, 
wherein their Perfons are not fo many as the particulars 
notable in their deliverance, Dav.3.19,20,21,22,23 8c, 
Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the forme of. 
bis vifage Was changed againft Shadrack, Mefechand Abed- 
nego, therefore he Sake and commanded that they fhould ' 
heate the furnace feven times more then it Was Wont to be heae . 
red,8cc. ° 

Fromthefe words their extreame perill with which | 
they were befieged,appeares in five circumftances, 

1, Their death is determined by the King, who-had _ 
authority to command both their tortures and execu- . 
tioners. i 

2; The moft mighty fonldiers were appointed tobind 
them,and doz execution upon them, 

3. The furnace being heated {even times.more hot 
chen ordinarily, did burne todeath them who undertcoke 
their Burning. o ' 

4. Thefe} mesng, were caftnot only intothe mouth, 
but into the midft of the furnace. 

5. They fell down bound in the midit of the burning - 
fiery furnace. Now in this condition, conceive how 
little hope could-be expeSted of life tobe continued, and 
yet it is affirmed by the Holy Ghoft, tiar they had no hurt, 
upon their bodies the fire had no power, nar Was. the haire of 
their head finged, i 

The next is of Zfrael when they came ont.of Egypt, 


recorded, Exodus r4, Wherein thef= things fet forth Lfe. 


vaels extremity, 
1. Fhe 


in times of distroj. wi 


1. Theforces prepared againft them, The heart of Pha- 
roah and of hes fervants Was turned agdinfd the people, and 
be made ready his (hariot and tooke bis people with him, and 
be tocke fix tundred chofen Chariots, and all the Chariots of Verf.5 6,7 
Egypt,and Captaines over every ono of them, i 

2. The purfuit made after them, 7 hey pur fned after the 
chilaren of Mrael, and the Egyptians purfued after them, all p erf.3,9e 
the horfes and Chariots of Pharaoh, asd bis horfemen and his 


h 


army. 
k The dreadfull apprehenfions raifed in the hearts of 
the I/raclites, (viz.) that no leffe then their death was 
intended. Why haf thou taken us away to dye? Had it not 
beene better for us to ferve the Egyptians then thar We foould Verf III. 
dye. : 
4. The particulars whereby they were further Rraight- 
ned. 1. Zhe Egyptians evertooke them encamping by the Uerf-9- 
Sea, 2. The Seas ifthey went forward threatned te de- 
voure them. In this diftrefle Ged difcovers himfelfe, 
and delivers them, For obferve the words, Mofes faid 
unto the people, feare ye not, fund fill, and fee the falvation of Verf.13. 
the Lord Which be Will fhew to you to day, 
To day, even juft now and not before, helpe comes 
from Heaven. Herein this farther circumftance hath it’s 
weight, that J/rae/ at this infant was provoking God, by 
murmuring and diftruftfull feares, 
The laft is of Z/rael in the raigne of Jeroboam fone of 2 King.14.26, 
Foal, The Lord faw the afflittion of Ifrael that ic Was very 27. 
bitter, for there Was not any Jhut up, nor any left, nor any: 
helper for Virael, and the Lord faid not that he would blot 
ont the name of Ifrael] from under Heaven, but he faved them 
by the hand of Jeroboam the finne of Joath. 
All thefe peflages propounded from facred re- 
cords, may abundantly fatisfie us in the truth of © 
the do@rine now under hand: ( wiz.) That ix th 
Mount of the Lordit fhal appeare, Mans extremity is Gods 
Opportunity, ; 
_Incafe you inquire the Reafons of this divine difpenfa- — 
tion, I returneanfwer, 
l De That ; 
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. P Eoia Himf:lfe, 
» That God thus werketh in reference to < His people. ' 
i Ther enemies 


1. In reference to himfelfe. The prayfe and glory of 
his own bleffzd Name defigned in all his works, is the 
{upreame end aymed at in this Providence. This God 
bringeth in as the cafe why his hand carryed Z/rael to 
the very fide of the Sea, into the mauth ef death before 
deliverance fhould appeare. J Will be honoured upon Pha- 
raoh and upon all his hoaft, that the Egyptians may know that - 
Iam the Lord. : 

Vpon fuch eccafions the Attributes of the-Lord breake 
forth inglory, His Wifdome is mot manifefted when 
it worketh beyond meanes, above meanes, that humane 
reafon cannot find out divine foot-{teps. His Power - 
triumphs when all oppofition fhrinketh before his won- 
drous workings. The like might be fhewed concere. 
ning his other excellencies. The event of Gods dealings 
with Daniel, and the three young governours in the 
times of their fraights, difcover that this -was Gods in- 
tent in thofe providerces. For marke how Ne- 
buchadnexzar and King Darius did trumpet forth the 
praifes of the God of Shadrach, Mefech, Abednego md 
Daniel, when. they were eye witneffes of thefe two 
glorious deliverances which were wrought on by omni- 
Dan.328,2¢, potency, Then Nebuchadnezzar [pake and faid, bleffed 

be the God of Shadrach, Methach ava Abednego, who hath. 

fent his Angell, and delivered his fervants thar trusted in 

him, and have changed the Kings Word, and yeelded their 

bodies that they might not ferve, nor Worfhip any god, e xcept 

their owne God, Therefore. make a decree, that every peo- 

ple, nation and language, Which jpeake- any . thing amife 

againft the God of Shadrach, Mefhich and Abednego, 

[all be cut in pieces, and iheir houfes hall be made a dune- hill, 

Lecaufe there is no other God that cau deliver after this frt: 
Ban,6.25,27: Then King Darius Wrote unto all people, nations andlan- 
~ guages. that dwell in althe earth. / make adecree, that ia 
every dominion of my Kingdome, men. tremble and feare be- 


fore. 


Exod. E44 


J i in times of difirefe. 


forethe God of Daniell, for.be ts the living God, and fledfaft 
for ever, ana his Kingdome that Which Jhall not be deStroyed, 
and his dominion fhall be eves untotheend, He delivereth 
and refcueth, and he Wworketh fignes and Wonders in Heaven 
and in earth, Who hath delivered Daniell from the power of 
the Lyons.. By both thefe inftances it is evident, that the 
Lordimth appeare in the Mount for his owne fake, to get 
and himfelfeanameinthe world;  - °% | 

agmpod doth thus work in refpect to his own people, 
Andere I will note only foure particulars, 

1. Sometimes that he might difcever to his fervants 
for thei, encouragement, both the truth and ftrength 
of his owne gracesinthem, This was the reafon why 
God thus tryed Abraham, that he might manif2@ that 
holy feare which was planted in hisbreaft, Hereupon 
God putteth him to it, and carristh him into the Mount, 
leadeth him into diftrefe by degrees, aGing hint on to 
build the Altar, to lay. the wood in order; te bind his 
dfaack, to lay him upon the Altar, upon the wood, yea 
to take the knife, and to ftretch forth his hand-to flay his 
fonne, before he did appeare for his-comfort, in giving 
order for the lengthening of Z/aacks life. And now 
when there feemed tobe but one minute of time unto the 


effafion of Z/aacks blood, heare the good newes from Hea- - 


ven, Abraham I know thoa feareft me. 


2. Sometimes to manifeft the feebleneff= of fome . 


race in their hearts for their humbling, Peter thought 
himfelfe full enough of courage to come to Chrift upon 
the finking {eas if he might havea call. Well! marke 
the iffue, Chrift calleth him, come out Peter, but when 
he fam the Windes boyfterous, and when his footing failed, 
he began to finke, then he Was afraid and cryed out, here- 
upon obferve Chriftsanfwer, O thon of little faith, why 
didst thou. doubt. . 

3. That he may fet the graces of his-Spirit in exercife, 
both for their increafe, and for the en eebling of con- 
trary Infts, We know that habits are ftrengthened by 
exercife, and grace is augmented in it’s meafure, by 
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‘being put forth wigoroufly in it’s operations. And 6 


how mach any grace gathereth firength, by fo muck 


the oppofing corruption becommeth feeble ina Chriftian 
brekt. And that the Lord hath this end in this kind of 
working, it might be evidenced by manifelt inftances, 


but for brevities fake, I will only point at one, in one 


fingle experiment, PTS Eo 
As hely affiancein God is confirmed, fo by fuch like 
difpenfations creatureconfidence is abated in holy Hearts, 
2 Cor.t.9,10, But Wwehad the fentence of death in our fel- 
ves, that We foould not truftin our felves, but in God which 
vaifeth the dead, Who delivered ws from fè great a death, and 


doth deliver, én Whom We truft that he Will yerdeéliver us, 


Men in ftraights fee the ftrength of creature helps fhrunke 
up, and withered, whereupon they dare leane to them 
no longer; but Gods irrefittible power, prefeund wif- 
dome, abundant goodneffz, and other glorious attributes 
in fuch difficult cafes being clearely difcovered, the foule 
is incouraged confidently to caft it felfe into his armes for 
future times. í 

4. That their deliverance might be more {weet to 
their {pirits, and confequently that their joyes might 
the more readily runne out before his Majelty in holy 
tHankfullnefle, When we expect that now our houfes 
fhall be fired, the City fack’t, our eftates wafted, our 
wives abufed, our children cruelly murthered, our Sab- 
bath and weeke day meetings interrupted, our Parlia- 
ment diffolved, and our Kingdome defolated, Now to 
fee thefe clouds to blow over, and cur Sunne to breake 
forth againe, oh how {weet will this glorious change 
beto our now-dropping hearts! Davids experince {peaks 
to this purpofe, Pfal.34.1,2,3- A Pfalme of David when 
he changed his behaviour before Abimelech, who drove 
him away, andhedeparted. Z Will bleffe the Lord at all 
times, his praife fhall continually be in my mouth. My foule 
foal make her boaftin the Lord, the humble fall heave there- 
of and be glad, ohmagnifie the Lord With me, and let us exalt 
Lis name together, Pfal,86.12,1%3. I will praife yp 5 

or 


ama a S 
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in times of diftreffe. 

Lord my God With all my heart, and Iwill glorifie thy name 
or evermore, For great is thy mercy toward me, and thin 
haf? delivered. my fiule from the loweft he. But more fully 
and fitly may our Kingdome concernments be expreffed 
by: Pfal.124. if our God be pleafed now to appearc 
in the Mount for’ Lozdon, for Exgland, in this day of 
our deep danger, and exceeding, exceeding great fearce 
- And out defired deliverance from prefent perp!exities, 
may with joy of foul¢ be exprefled by the words of that 
Pfalme, Jf-it bad not beene the Lord who Was on our fide, 
now may England fay, if ir had not beene the Lord Who Was 
onor fide, When menrofe up againft us, then they had fwal- 
lowed us up quick, When their Wrath Was kindled againft us, 
then the Waters bad overwhelmed us, the ftreame had gone 
over our foule, thes the proud waters had gone over our foule, 
Bat bleffed be the Lord Who hath not given ns as aprey to 

their teeth,8c. 

3. God thus. worketh in regard of his peoples ene- 
mies, both the Divell and divelifh men. 1.1n regard of” 
the Divell, that he might ftop his black and flanderons 
mouth, which is upon all occafions wide open in wayes 
of calumny, cafting flanderous accufations upon Gods- 
good fervants. When all fobs eftate was removed ina: 
day, all his children knockt dead at one blow, God. 
commending fob faith thus to Satan, Haff thoa confi- 
dered my fervant Job, that there i none like him in the earth, 
a perfect and an upright (man, one that feareth God andef- 


If 


Job 2.3. 


cheweth evill ? and fiillhe holdeth fast his integrity, although . 


shou moved me againft him to defroy bim Without canfe, 
And Satan anfwered and faid, skin for skin, yea all that a 
men bath will he give for bislife; put forth thy hand now and 
touch his bone, and his flefh, and he will carfe thee to thy face. 
Hereupon God bringeth 704 into further ftraights, for 
this very purpofe to filence Satan. And whereas thofe 
malignant fpirits continue tobe the accufers of the Bre- 
thren, and are {till apt to provoke his Majefty againft 
them, fuggefting, that if his providence put them to pin- 
ches, they will then fiy out, and-manifeft their carnall 
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flethlineffe in the profeffien and practice of Religion : 
-Hereupon God puts them (as it were) into the ftocks, 
and fets them upon therack, and caufeth them to bebe- 
fieged with difficulties to prove Satan a notoriour lyar, 


_ 2, Inregard of divellith men, Partly to fill their hearts 
with the more vexation : Partly to chaine down their 


violent fpirits, that they may not breake forth with 


further fury again& his canfe and 'people, and through 
the power of {trong conviction, to work fome chaage in 
their lives and courfes, wra eo 

1. To fill their hearts with the mote vexation. The 


’ 


Lord doth indeed rejoyce in the mifery of the wicked; 


I Wil laugh at your calamity, and mock, when your feare com- 


meth: yeait is acomfort to his highnefle to powre forth 


fury upon them: Z Will caufe my fury to reff upon them, 


and [Will be compried, And the Pfalmiftfeems to give 


in this, as a reafon why God caufeth it to be midnight 
withhis fervants before lightpeep forth, why they are 


in deep-danger before day-light appeare, P/al.113.9,10, 


Unto the upright there arifeth light in the darkneffe, his heart 
z eftablifbed, he fhall not be afraid: untill he fee hts defire up- 
on. his ewemies, his horne fhall be exalted With honour, the 
Wicked fhall fee it and be grieved, he fhall gnafk With his teeth 
and melt away, It cutteth a wicked manto the heart, 
when he thinketh he fhall have the day in the downfall - 
of the righteous, and yet theygodly they rife, and get 
ground, and gather ftrength. We have apregnant proof 
ofthis in the example of Haman; who expecting that 
(Mordecai fhould be hanged, when Mordecai was ad- 
vanced to great honour,- then Haman mourned and 
hanged down the head : And thus it will be with the 
popith and prephane, who this day rejeyce in our dole- 
fall ‘ftraights, when Ged fhall appeare in the Mount for 
our deliverance. 

2. That cheines of reftraint might be laid upon their 


_hearts and hands, by Gods ftrange and amazing provi- 


ences. When they fee that God from Heaven doth give © 
teftimonialls of approbation to his poore perfecuted 


4 


fervants 


in times of diftreffe. Bt) 


{ervants and fervice, being plunged over head and cares 
in the floods of deepeft calamity. 

This is made good upon Nebuchadnezzar. Therefire pan.3.29. 
Imake a decree, that every people, nation and language Whic 
Speake any thing amife againft the God of Shadrach, Me- 
fhach and Abednego, hall be cut in peces, and their boufes 
hall be made a dung-hill, becanfe there ts no other God that car 
deliver after this fort. Then the King promoted Shadrach, V«t-3% o 
Mefhach and Abednego # lage evince of Babilon. 

In like manner the defeate of Haman, and the deli- 
verance of the poore Pewes devoted to defiruction, pro- Bfth.816,174 
duced the fame ¢ff2@ upon many ef their enemies, And 
truly notwithftanding this dayes fearesand ftraights, we 
will hope to fee fome fuch effects upon the hearts and. - 
lives of fome who deride and oppofe our defired refor- 
mation. Thus much for Confirmation of the do- 

&rine. Application followeth. There are foure 
ufes to be made which are both naturall and feafo- 
nable. 

Hence it followeth, that people have no ground at UA p; 
all to fufpect their own gracicus ftanding in reference {ntormatioa, 
to God becanfe of their ftraights. Deep and devouring . 
dangers may be ready to {wallow up the righteous, Ged 
may bring an Abraham into the Mount, unto great dif- 
ficulties, Gods people may travell through the red fea 
in the way to Canaan, feas of trouble, bloody times 
may overtake them whe are moft deare toGod. This 
I rather note becanfe Gods people are apt to dalh upon 
this rock, and to doe themfelves much wrong by thus p 
reafoning. If God.did love me, or had been gracioufly meh 
refpectiue to my humiliations and prayers, I fhould 
not have feen fo black, fo dark a day. My felfe and mine, - 
our peace and Parliament, our perfons and pofleffions 
had never been in fuch danger, if the Lord had bin fa- 
vourable te me in feeking better times, Herein David 
failed : Pfal:73.33,14. Verily I have cleanfed my heart 
in vaine, and Wafhed my hands ininnocency, forall the day. 
long have I bin plagued, and chaftened every morning. 

Cc Now 
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LA fupport for the finking heart 


Now to keep us from adding guilt to our grief} that we 
may not provoke God to be angry, while our enemies 
are filled brim full of blond-thirfting fury. I will 
briefly faggeft foure confiderations, to preferve us from 
this miftake, 

1. By this error aéted, we deny the perfe@ion of 
the word of God, becaufe therein there is no fuch rule to 
judge by. Yea the Scriptures openly and evidently 
{peakethe contrary, Ecclef-9.1,2. Noman knoweth either 
love or hatred by all that is before them, AH things come 
alike to all, there ts one event to the righteous and to the 
Wicked, And certainely if we fhall dare to adde our de- 
vifes to Gods word, he will beangry. Adde thou not 
unto his Words left he reprove thee, and thou be found a 
hjar, : 
j a. Thus people beare faife witneffe againft themfzlves, 

by paffing unjufifiable fentences againt their own 
foules. Thou hale not beare falfe Witnefe againft thy neigh- 
bour, To detra& from our neighbours credit and coim- 
fort, is a breach of Gods law. And truly it admits ma- 
ny ageravations, when we deale thus injurioufly with our 
felves, 

3. We exprefle much ingratitude to God, the God 
ef all our mercies, calling his love into queftion, and 
overlooking or undervaluing all former favours, becaufe 
of prefent preffures and approaching dangers, Let J/- 
raels mifcarriage in this kind be your looking-glafle to 
{hew the foule face of this fault, that you may take-heed 
of this deformity, When Pharaoh purfued them, and 
the roaring feas threatned to devoure them, their deli- 
verance out of Egypt (though. wrought on by many 
miraculous providences ) was accounted a mifery rather 

then a mercy, for ‘obferve their language, Exod.14,11, 
wherefore haft thou dealt thus With us? 

4. By this miftake we reach a wrong toothers, P/al. | 
73.15. If L fay I will Speake thus, behold I bouid offend ` 

_againft the gencration of thy children, Our carriage in this 
“particular may caft fad difcouragements upon the hearts. 
: o 


in times of diftreffe. 


of many deare to God, caufing them to queftion their 
~ fpirituall ftate, becanfe of outward ftraights, Hereby 
alfo we feeme to fufpect their wifdome who uphold their 
hopes, and maintaine their comforts, notwithftanding 
their manifold heavy afflictions. 4 
Cenfure not others to be rejected or abhorred by the 
Lord, becaufe you meet with them in the Mount, you 
fee them in ftraights, in extremities. Beloved, the 
words of the Pfalmift are confiderable, Bleffed ts he that 
confidereth the poore, the Lord Will deliver him in time 
of trouble, the Lord Will firengthen him upon the bed of 
languifhing, thou Wilt make all his bed in his fickneffe, As 
you delire favourable dealing from God in the time of 
your perfonall calamity, learne to judge wifely and cha- 
ritably of them who are in extremity. The Barbarians 


iy, 


Ufer. 


Admonition. 


Plalegt.t,3- 


did cenfure Paul to be a man under fome black note of - 


infamy, faftened upon him by the Lord, becaufe of his 
fuddaine and unexpected danger, Ais 28.4. Aud When 


the Barbarians faw-the venemous beaft hang on his hand, 


they {aid among themfelves, no doubt this man is a murderer, 
‚Marke their confidence as well as their uncharitableneffe, 
no doubt he is a murderer: And why no doubt ? becaufe 


though he hath efcaped the fea, yet vengeance fuffereth him . 


not to live, for a venemons viper, a death threatning erea- 
ture now did hang upon his hand. Beloved when we 
looke upon men arrefted by credit-killing accnfations, 
and purfued with death-threatning charges, and con- 
{trained to hide themfelves from the bloody hands of 
violence, let us take heed of adding to their forrow by 


our cenfures. That practice which was well befeeming __ 


Barbarians, will be very uncomely for us Chriftians. 
Two things confider to keep you from this fault, which 
I will ng ae ype much enlargement. 
1. Thefinfullnefle 7 : 
ithe dangeroufnelfe eo this cenforidufneffe. 
The finfullneffe of it : 
t. Being forbidden by Chrift, judge not, that you be not 
judged; judge not,that is,not rafhly, groundlefly unchari- 
tably. 2 C 2 2, At- 
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2. Arguing want of love, for truth and ftrength of 
love maketh faire and canded conftructions of all occur- 
rences which concerne them whom we love. Charity 
doth not behave it felfe unfeemly, 13 not eafily provoked, thin- 
keth no eviil, beareth all things, beleeveth all things, hoperh 
all things, f 

3. Weakning love, for aff:&tion is enfeebled by our 
looking upon our brethren through the glaffe which pre- 
fents them- as unlovely, while we think them per- 
fons difregarded by Ged, our refpe&- to them is dimi- 
nifhed. 5 

4. Hindering prayer, the Apoftle knew this, and 
therfore I pray you confider by what an argument he pref=. 
feth the Hebrews to pray for him, pray for us, for We truf. 
We have a good confcience in all things, Willing to live ho- 
nefily, If you be well perfwaded of the afticted in re- 
gard of their pious frame,. you. will be the more willing 
tolet out your hearts for them in away of prayer. But 
when men thus:think, the Heavens. frown, and God is 
angry with {uch an one, and therfore it is avain thing 
tobefiow timeand breath in prayer for him, this office 
of Chriftian love is interrupted. By. thefe particulars 
you may perceive that this cenforioufneffe is very fin- 
foll; finfullin the reot, end finfull in the fruits, finfull in 
the heart. and finfull in the life, checking grace, and hine 
dering duty. - 

2, Confider the dangeroufnefl: of it: . 

1- God is much incenfed, You remember how Efi- 
phas and the other of fobs friends, loaded himwith their 
heavy cenfures, conciuding bis hypocrific from his ex- 
tremity. Now when God had done with 70d, having - 
{chooled him out cfthe whirlwind, and had wrought 
him to his own bent, obferve what folleweth, The 
Lord faid to Eliphas the Temanite, my Wrath is kindled 
againft thee, and againft thy two friends, for ye have not 
Spoken of me the thing that 1s right as may fervant Job hath, 
Therefore my beloved if you would not fuff:r under Gods 
frowns, nor fraart under the expreifions. of his difplea 
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~ fare, if you would not have the {parks of Gods wrath to 
kindle upon you, take heed of cenfuring any of Gods 
worthies that have bin inftrumentall for good either in 
Church or commonwealth, becaufe for the prefent un- 
der ablack cloud, becaufe expofed unto any difgrace or 
danger,by reafon of fome fad providence. 

2, Ourcenforioufneffe may in our fafering times adde 
much weight to our own heavy preflures, If I cenfure 
ethers, and thereby adde affliGtion to their bonds, I 
may expec that God will adde gall to my wormwood, 
when the bitter cup commeth to my hand, and I muft 
per force take down a difpleafing and diftaftfall draught. 

Fudge not, that you be not judged, for With What judgement 

ye judge, ye faall be judged, and With What meafure ye mete, Matzet 
it hall be meafaredto yon againe, Thefe meditations made “57 
ufe of, may, I hope through Gods mercy, prevent our 

finning againft God,others and our felves, by uncharitable 

cenfures caft upon our diftreffed brethren. ) 

It concerneth all of us to prepare for ajourney into U/e 3.) 
the Mount, to make ready for tryalls by extremities, Exhortations. 
Beloved, this day the Heavens are black over our heads, 
and our feares are not few, for ought we know Ged will 
have us into the Mount, my meaning is, it may be the 
Lord will thruft us into fuch extremities, as we never yet 
met with in all our lives, 

There are two things that I will plainly {peake to in the 
enlarging of this ufe. 

1, What may quicken us to prepare for ftraights, 

2, What courfe muft be taken that we may be prepared: 
for fuch a condition.. 

To perfwade our preparation,confider two motives. 

1. That weare all expofed unto perplexities. 

2. That we areall {abje& to. manifold mifcarriages in 
{fach aftate, 

1. Weareall fubje@ toa diftreff:d condition, let him 
that denieth it bring forth his fuperfedias, and fay here, 

- Thave that from Heaven figned and fealed, which doth 
fecure me J fhall never come into.adverfity, Beloved, bes 
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Jonah 4 4, 


Vers6, 


VER, Te. 


leeve it, whatfoever affli&tions have feized upon any of 

Gods worthies formerly, may overtake you 2nd me be- 
fore we dye, and we cannot tell how fpeedily. You 
have heard what befell Z/-ae/, and why may not the fame 
betide Zxgland, you have heard what befell e#brabam,, 
ace Daniell, Panl, and why may not we looke for the 
ike, 

Secondly, Subject we areto many mifcarriages when 
God in his providence bringeth us to extremities: I will 
only hint this in a word or two. D 

1. Extremities doe expofe us unto unbeliefe, A grie- 
vous finne it is to fuffer our foules at any time tobe ta- 
ken from an holy adherence, and firme dependance up- 
on our God, and yet thus weare in danger to difhonour 
his highnefle, and wrong onr own foules in times of 
diftrefe. Davids example doth evidence this fully. 
What more fayre promife can any man imbraee, then that 
which God made to him particularly, that he fhould be 
the King of J/rael, and yet when David was ina ftraight, 
you heare of- his diftruft from his own confeffion, J Was 
gratly afflitted, I faidin my hast all men are lyars, Nathan 
alyar, and all others who told him of fucceeding Saul — 
in the Kingdome of J/rae/, they were all lyars. And why? 
becaufe he faw not a faire and eafie paflage to the crown, 
The like alfo is recorded concerning him, when wea- 
ried out withthe bloody purfuit of envious Sanl, And 
David faid in his heart, I fhall peris now one day by the hand 
of Saul, ; 

2. In diftrefe we are difpofed to ftrange impatiency 
and difcontent of fpirit, which diftemper doth wo- 
fully difguife our hearts, and difgrace our profeffion, It 
is a wonderfull thing that ever a heart furnifhed with 
grace, fhould flye out as Poxah did. Firft, he thought he 
had loft his reputation, becanfe Niniveh by him threat- 
ned was by the Lord fpared. Well, he goeth out, and 
then the Sunne annoyed him in regard of his body,- but 
-God provided a fhelter,and the man was calme,after ward 
the gourd being worme-caten and withered, Jonah he 

chafes, 
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chafes and frets. The Lord checks him by this interroga 
tion, doest thou Well to be angry? Marke and be warned by 
his anfwer, J doe Well to be angry even unto death, The verg. 

- hiltory of patient 704 alfo proves this plentifully. Job 3, 

3. I might adde, that we are fubject to finfull feares, 
which difmay and torment the heart, check duty, wea- 
ken joy, and interrupt our {weet companion with God, 
Take notice of this diftemper in Gods own people, for. 
which his majefty chideththem, And Who art thou that VWa5r.12. 
feareft a man that foal! dye, and the finne of man that is but v1.13, 
as graffe, and forgetteft the Lord thy maker, that hath firet- 
ched forth the Heavens, and layed rhe foundations of the earth, 
and haft feared continually every day ,8cC. 

4. Apt weare toufe finfull {hifts betaking our felves. 
to unworthy practices to fafeguard our felves in times 
of extremitie, Obferve this in Peters practice, his Ma- yaat.26,70. 
fter is apprehended, violently carried away, likely to:  ver.72. 
{off death asa grievous malefactor. Now he feeth him- 
felfe furrounded with them that oppofe Chrift, and this ver-74- 
diftreffe drove him upon a dangerous rock, a three-fold 
denyall of his deareft Mafter: Let this move you and me, 
to prepare that we may notin like manner miffe it, if 
God fhall be pleafed thus to proveus. 

Thefe things 1 beleeve doe affect your hearts, where- 
upen in probability you will defire direGtion. Attend 
therefore and I will give you fome counfell briefly z 
There are fix.things which I (hall commend to your cen- 

° fideration and pratice. l 

Firk, You muft labour to make fure your propriety in 
God: When Davidupon fervice had bin abroad, Ziglack 1 Sam.30.2 
the place where he left his wife and children was burnt, 
when he commeth home, there was no houfe to enter- 
taine him, no wife to welcome him, no children to be 
a comfort unto him, they all were carried captive, here- 
upon he with the reft, Wept till they could Weepe no lone ver 4. 
ger,&c. ‘But David incouraged.himjelfe in the Lord his YSt-5» 
God. Heede here the ground, ct his fapport and con-  Y*" 
{olation, not the Lord God, but the. Lord his. God, deity 
hr and 
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„and propriety hold up his heavy heart, forthe good man 


Luk.14.18. 


enjoying God, might thus refre his dreoping fpirit. 
What though I have not anhonfe todwellin? thou art 
my dwelling place, my habitation, a place of {weeteft 
reft and fafeft refuge. What though I havenota Wife? 
I have more in God then a yoak- fellow could have af- ~ 
forded. What though I havenot a Child? there is more 
then the comfort of anumerous pofterity in the bleffcd 
Deity. The fouldiers cannot batter down this caftle, the 
pilfering people pillaging, cannot poffibly fteale away 
this teeafure, the troops of robbers, the defperate Ca- 
villiets cannot deprive of this poff-fion : This might be 
much enlarged both feafonably and profitably, but I 
muft not infift upon any thing. But this is my requeft, 
that you would without delay endeavour to cleare up 
your intereft in the almighty, that your dejected hearts 
may not abide difconfolate in the dayes of your di- 
ftreffe. i 
Secondly, Acquaint your {elves withGod, and labour — 
tobe familiar with his Majefty by conftant and frequent 
communion through Jefus Chrift, Men defire to know 
the utmoft worth of what they have in poffffion, aad 
what improvement may be made thereof if need fhould 
{o require. We reade in the Parable, that he that had 
bought apiece of ground, muff needs goeto feeit, and there- 
fore he muit be excufed if other things be negleéted. If 
we were thus wife for our foules, we would feek to 
know, and to improve our God who is our inhe- 
-Titance, yea our all, unto our various advantages in the 
times of eur-greateft need. Serionfly therefore aske thy 
felfe this queftion, What have I in having aGod? What 


- havel? I haveinfinite wifdeme to advife me in all dif- 


ficulties, infinite power to carry me through all ftraights, 
abundant goodneffe to fupply all my wants, the ten- 
derekt bowells to commiferate me in my mof dolefull 
condition, yea I have alfufficiency to fill me brim full, 
and running over unto fatisfation, ] added converfe 
with thy God. Hethat would have comfort oni 
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fitians ia time of fickneffe, gaineth and maintaineth ac- 
quaintance with them in time of health. If you andI 
fhall dare to keep at a diftance from God in away of 
efirangement from his Majefly in fummer dayes, and in 
fun- fine feafens, when the Heavens are clecre,-and 
the City is peaceable, and the Parliament promifing, and 
our hopes flourifhing, we fhall want comfort through 
communion withGod, when the funne fetteth, winter 
approacheth, Parliament breaketh, and mifery. threar- 
neth on every fide. Being in haft I fhall here lay heads 
confufedly on heapes, whereas I fhould diftinétly have 
difcovered three things. 

1. How God is revealed in holy writ for our comfort 
inthe wort of times.. ; 

2, By what courfes Chriftians fhould gaine, and main- 
taine commùnion with their God, . 

= 3. What fruitfull improvements may be made of God 
by fuchimployments, But I fhall leave thefe things to 
your private care, shaving fuggefted this courfe by way of ` 
friendly counfell to make way for your comfort in the day 
of diftreffe, ‘ 

Thirdly, Walke exadtly, Take heed of making brea- 
ches upon your confciences, by willing and willfull Gn- 
ning againft the God of your comforts, Beloved, be- 
loved you know that thofe who have had brnifes and 
broken bones, they will feele aches in hard weather, — 
and certainly if you will in time of profperity dare to 
finne againft confcience, it will adde forrow to your 
hopes, and gall toyour wormwood, when God com- 
meth upon you in a way of bitter calamity.  Sinfull 
fenfuiall furfets upon fweet morfells, willbreed wringing . 
paines, and painfull vomits. The fonnes of Pacob were Genge 

in a®reat-ftraight when they were. taken for {pyes as the : 
ftory reports. What did now wring them? Theremem- 
brance of finne, though many yeersfince committed, ah 
our brothers blood, our brothers blood; we would not 
pity him when he made his moane, and now Ged will 
beavenged of us, Alas, alas, we were hard-hearted to- - 
l D wards 
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watds a brotkér, and therefore no wonder that we meet 
with harfhneffe amongf ftrangers: Whereas the main- 
taining of acleete confcience, © what a comfort will it 
be when all fhalibe blacknefle, and blood about ns. See 
it in Panl ’'and- his companions. When they made no 
other account but to dye, what faith Pal, This Was our- 
rejoycing, ( that wasftrange, rejoyce when the next day 
they might expect to goe to the ftake?) well faith Paul 
anr rejoycing t this; the teftimony of onr confciénce, that in 
fimplicity and godly fincerity, We have had our converfation | 
åz thè World. Beloved, beleeve it that you cannot lay in 
a. better cerdiall, to comfort and to {tay your hearts in. 
fearful!; fainting, diftreffing, dying times, then by ex- 
act walking with God before the torme fall. The A- 
pofties experience puts a probatum ef unto this preferip- 
tion. For ought we know, theday is at hand wherein. 
we fhall: heare. the warre-Horfes neighing, the mur- 
thering Cannons roaring, the little Children skreaking, . 
and the fearfall Women skritching : You know not.be- 
loved; how foon you may fee your City flaming, your 
own houfes burning, your goods wafting, It will be 
a. fad fight to behold your Wives barbaronfly abufed, 
your Husbands bloudily butchered, and your Children- _ 
cruelly tormented. I bef-ech yon, I befeech you, cors 
fider now what will yeeld you comfort then, When — 
Hezekiah did daily expect to dye, take notice, unto what 
he betooke himfelfe for folace and fupport: Remember 
now ô Lord | befeechthee, how I have Walked before thee 
in truth, and With a perfect heart, and have done that which — 
% good sw thy fight, ~In like manner may we raife up our 
finking hearts in fich heavy times, if we can trily thus 
{peake unto the foule-fearching Majefty. Lord. ghile . 
times were peaceable and profperous, when I was fure © 
younded with comforts on every fide, thou knoweft I 


had a heart to walke with thee humbly, to obferve thy 


cheare you both living and dying. You know that nei- 


_ Sabbath holily, to ufe thy worfhips purely, and to aime . 


at.the hononr of thy name fineerely, This, this will. 


ther. 
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ther the lowd windes, nor the black clouds, nor the 
reat fhowers, nor the flashings of lightping, nor the 
APA claps of thunder, doe fo much affright us, as an. 
gatthquake, But when fome vapours are got into the, 
hollow places, the bowells of the. carth, and the foun-, 
dation of the world fhakes, this is terrible, this ister- 
rible indeed, theugh the Sunne fhine, and no cloud ap- 
peare in the skie, In like manner it is not fo much an. 
outward affliction as guilt within, guilt within which 
canfeth the heart of man to rocke,and quake through feare . 
within him, Therfore take heed, {top all the paffages 
into. your foules, keep the heart with all diligenee, that 
no knowne guilt be admitted into it, as you-defire a 
table, firme frame of fpirit, prepared for the ftrongelt 
fiormes, the greateft ftraights wherewith divine. pro- 
vidence may poffibly proveyou. ` ` D (tp 
Fourthly, 1f you have made wounds and bruifes in 
your confciences, feeke an healing plaifter by found re- 
pentance fuddainely. A bone broken being well fet(they - 
fay ) becomes theftrenger, David had gafhed. his con- 
{cience gtievoufly, beth by uncleanneffe and murther, in 
the matter of Bathfbeba and Uriah, . Notwithftanding 
by means of Nathans plaine dealing being wrought to 
deepe forrow, the wound was healed, and the fame 
mouth which cured him by a corrafive, gave him this k 
comfort, Gad hath forgiven thy finne, thou fhalt not dye, a eye 
Now after this, according to the threatning of N athan, 
God raifed up evill againft him out of his own houfe, 
and he was in a wonderfull ftraight, 46/e/oms was up in 
armes again{t him. This diftreffe eccafioned the third 
Tfalme, as the title tells, wherein he expreffeth his per- 
_ plexed condition, Many- are they thatrife up against me, Plal.3.t.2e 
many there be that fay of my {onle there sno helpe for himin 
God, Now here is a fttaight indeed, many imagining, 
that Heaven could not helpe him: yet if you will bychis 
phrafe of fpeech, judgethe frame of his heart, you:thall 
find as much.confidence in him new, asever in all his T 
life; Take notice of it. Bat thou ô Lordarta fhieldfor vers. 
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l the, my: glory, and the lifter up of my head, I Will not be 


Afraid of ten thowfands of people , that have fer themlelves. 
avainft meroundabout, Yea thisisadded, I laid me down 
and flepr. -Conlider in his fappofition, t. Thenumber — 
ofenemies, viz. ten thoufand, 2. The manner of their 
oppofition, thoagh they foould rife up in a Wwarlike manner 
againf?f me, 3. Their advantage againft him, -and his 
danger: to be apprehended by them, It is not thougli 
they come:to meéte me, or though they make after me, 


for then by flight he might hope for fafety, Bur though. 


they foould befet me round about,&c. David having made 
his pefce with God, though now in avery great diftrefle,. 
yea- although ( remembring God threatning) he might 
reade his {candalous finnes, in this heavy affli@tion, yet 


_ his confidence; courage and comfort: is very remarkeable, 


If any of your confciences new-wring you upon there- 
sme mbrance of fuch a finne, or fuch a finne, (I name none,. 


but leave it between God and your own hearts to con-. 


fider of it ) goe home repent, repent and make your: 
peace with God to day, without any “further delay, that 


you may be fit for a ftraight-ifit fhouldcome to mor- . 


row. 
Fiftly, Mind and trade your experiences. God hatli: 
done already as much for England as is yet tobe done,te 
fet all things right and in order againe amongft us.. Not 
many Months fince, our-dayes were as darke, our feares 
as great, and onrenemies as many as now. Letus thers- 
fore remember our felves, the Lord lives, the Almighty 
is in: Heaven, he ftill is mindfull-of his covenant, and 
changeth not. The holy. Scriptures yeeld us plentifall- 
proofe of improving former experiences, to armeagainft 
fature feares, That of Davidisnotable, Thy fervant flew 
both the Lyon-and the Beare, and this uncircumcifed Phi- 
liftine fhall be as one of them, David {aid moreover, The- 
Lerd that delivered me out of the paw of the Lyon, and out 
of the paw of the Beare, he will deliver me out of the hand 
of this P hiliftine, ‘When my heart is overwhelmed, leade me 


to therock that is higher then I, for thon haf bin a fheleer for - 


me, 


w a pa 


S 


in times of diftreffe. 


me. and a firong tower from the enemy, In like manner 
the Apoftle improves his deliverance from Nero, that 
perfecutor, No man flood by me, but all forfooke me, not- 
withflanding the Lord flood With me and firengthened me, 
and 1 Was delivered out of the mouth of the Lyon, Confider 
the words, Paz/ was not only in the Lyons denne, not 
only within the reach of the Lyons chaine, ner only un- 
der,the Lyons:paw, but in the Lyons mouth. Now his 
inferenc’ is obferveable, And the Lord foall deliver me 
fram every evik Worke, and Will preferve me uuto bis heaventy 
Kingdome. Againe note, We bad the fentence of death in 
our felves, that We fhould not truf in our felves, but in God 


which raijeth the dead, Who delivered us from f great a - 


death, and doth deliver, in Whom We truft thar he Will yet 
deliver us, Here for your helpe, T will hint one exper 
rience ftill frefh in our mindes, God fetled peace be- 
tween us and Scorlatd, when after great preparations 
for watre, the armies were fet in battell array, the on- 
fet given, the skirmifh begun, blood drawne, many 
flaine, the two Kingdomes ready tobe broken in pieces, 
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the one againft theother. Confider what great things- 
God hath done,and trade your experiencesfor your future. 


profit.: 


Sixtly, Cleere up your evidences for Heaven, and keep 


them fo faire, thatin the darkeft day they may be legible, . 


eafie to be read without hacking and hefitancy. The 
nfefullnefie hereof in evill times appeares in the Apoftles 
experience, For Which canfe We faint not, but though our 
outward man perifh, yet the inward man is renewed day by 
day., For our light affliction that is bus for a moment, Wor- 
keth for us a farre more exceeding and eterna Weight of glo- 
ry, Mind the ground, For We know that if our earthly 
houfe of this Tabernacle Were diffolued, We have a building 
of God, an houfenot made With hands, eternallin the Hed- 
vens. Theheire apparent of Heaven, may hold np head 
and heart; and in this manner expreffe himfelfe : come 
the worft that can come, though my ftate hall decay, 
my. fonle and body part, my Bi and deareft naturall 
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friends be plucked afunder, yee Ihave in Heaven, a better 
and more enduring fubftance : more and better friends, 


fweeter and more fatisfying communion, If they take 
away my trafh, the true treafure, that is out oftheir reach. 
What if they take downe my tottering tabernacle of 
clay ? I fall have a glerified, a beautified body- to all 
eternity, in {pight of hell and earth combining again 
me, What if they drive me out of honfe, and City, and 
Kingdome, the beft is, they cannot expell me from 
my God, nor deprive me of a manfion, an abiding . 
place in the City ‘of Ged, the Kingdome of Hea- 
ven. 

It is a ground of {weet joy, and ftrong incouragement 
unto us, notwithftanding our prefent ftate which is 
„darke and dreadfull. Here we may feafonably with com- 
fort call to mind that ftrange apparition unto CWofes : 
A buj burning With fire, and yet the bulh Was net confi- 
med, Beloved, what flames of fury are now kindled in 
the bofomes of many, threatning to burne downe all our 
hopes? Yet let us pluck up courage, for though our 
finnes have made us combuftible matter, yet may we 
hope that our God will not confumeus. Let us cheare 


our felves againft the jeares and infolencies of the Ma- 


lignant party with the words of the Church, Rejoyez 
not againft me o my enemy, When I fall 1 fhall rife againe, 
When I fit in darkeneffe the Lard fhali be alight unto me, 


Some interpreters conceive, Abraham had this deli- 


verance hinted before hand, and therefore firft told his 
fervante, Jazd the lad Will goc yonder and Wor fhip, and come 
agains to you: and atterward going tothe plece where 
Ifaack, was to be facrificed ; when the child faid, father, 
father here ís the Wood, bus Where is the barat offering, he 
anfwered, my finne God Will prepare one, and this held 
up the good mans heart, encouraging him thus to re- . 
folve, I will goe on, I willfee what God will doe, I will 
put him to it. We are in ftraights at thus day, I need 
not tell you, and. who knowes but that to day in the 
Mount God will appeare for our comfort. Much I ean- 

+ , not 


iz times. of distre(fe | 27 


not {peake through warit of time to thisufe, yet dare I 
nöt altogether be filent, confidering the feafon. Vander 
two heads I willbriefly affift your finking {pirits by way 
of advice. r 
x, Learnearight to make way for defired comforts in 
times of diltreffe, that you may have this Texts, and this- 
Sermons incouragement at hand, not only now, but 
hereafter when you may ftand in need. * i 
„2. Improve the particulars comprifed in this title 
'` Jehovah, held forth for our ufe in the Text now handling, 
I may net now {peake under thefe heads, both unto our 
Nationall and Perfonall concernments diltinétly.. For- 
the former, way is made for our refrefhing in the work. 
of rimes that can poffibly overtake us. l £ 
1, By fiudying the qualifications to which favour is. 
promifed, . | = 
2, By ufing the meanes of our good which by the Lord: 
are ptefcribed. > 
Firft, Every one may not challenge propriety in the 
priviledge ofthe Text. Every loofe-liver may not come 
eut and fay., well! in the Mount Ged willbe feene, and 
therefore I will fearenocelours. No, no, for there is a 
peculiar gracious difpofition to be found upon the hearts 
of them who may expect that God will appearein the 
Meunt for them, for their confolation. 

1. Your foules muft be fo feafoned with Gods feare, . 
that having his command, you will not draw backe from 
any fervice put upon your hands, how hard, how heavy 
feever. Marke itin Abraham, Abraham now I know 
thoufeareft me, and how doth his feare difcover it felfe, 
Vpon divine commiffioh he fets upon afervice, the doing | 
whereof, was againft heart and haire, repugnant te rea-- 
fon, without all prefident, againft the ftreame of naturall 

_affetions, croffing the conceit and opinion of the world. 
Can you imagine if J/aack had bin flaine, and the fact 
known, what a hubbub would have bin in the Country ? - 
how many mouthes would have bin opened, in reporting - 
Abrahams ftrange and unheard of cruelty ? Z/aack is 
a killed, , me d 


= 
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killed, and his own father, father Abraham, that religious 


Dan.6.7- 


Dan.3. 


Tfa.58 9. 
ver.IO,; 


man, he himfelfe hath killed him, how would this haye 
rung in every corner? Doe but thinke what Mother 
Saran would have faid upon her Husbands returne home, 
Husband where is L/aack? and conje@ure with what a 
fad heart he might have made this anfwer, Wife 1 have 
killed him, and I have burnt him before God as a facri- 
fice. Beloved, neither thefe things, nor any other which 
might be caft in as difcouragements, did take him oF 
from duty. The feare of Ged carried him above all dif. - 
couragements, both from his naturall affeGions,his wives 
frownes, and the worlds clamouts, And to this man, 
thus fearing God, God appeares in the Mount: Minde 
this l pray you, and labour herein to be like this gracious 
man,thus devoted to Gods feare. : 
2. You muft not dare to adventure upen any known 
finne, though it be to fafeguard your pe: fons, your eftates, 
your places of favour and honour, your any thing, your 
all things under the Sunne. A man of this make, is one 
who may expect to meet’ with the Almighty in the 
Mount. The proofe of this is faire in the experience of 
Daniell. The decree was figned, he muft not for thirty 
dayes pray pto his God, if he did, he muft be throwne 
into the Lyons den, well faith Daniek, let the Lyons 
make a meale upon my body, Iam refelved I will not 
forbeare this worfhip due to my God, I will not thus 
interrupt my communion with my heavenly Father, 
The like you have in the three young Governours, the 
King he would have them fall down and worfhip the 
image he had fet up. Ifyou will not, you muft inte the 
‘furnace, Marke their anfwer, Qur God Whem we ferve us 
able to deliver, but if not, be it knowne unto thee, We will not 
ferve thy gods, And the proofe of the point reported how 
God appeared in the dayes of their diftreffe for their de- 
liverance, unto thefe experiments I might adde Promifes. 
Tf thou take away fiom the midh of thee the yoake, the putting 
forth of the finger, and Speaking vanity,and if thou ise out 
thy foute so the hungry, and fatisfie the afflitted foule-The mea- - 


ning 
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ning is, if you will betake your felves to courfes of piety 
and mercy, contrary to your former wayes of wicked- 
neffe and violence, thes fall your light breake forth in ob- 
fenrity, and your darkyeffe be as the woone-day, And the vert. 
Lord foal guide thee continually, and fatifie thy foule in 
drought, ‘ana make fat thy bones, and thou fhalt be like a Wa- 
tered garden, and like a Spring of water, whofe waters faile not. 
Tf iniquity be in thy hand put it farre away, and let nor Wicked- Job 11,14,15. 
nefe dwell in thy Tabernacle, for then (halt thon lift up thy face 
Without fpot, yea thou fhalt be fledfaft, and thon fhalt not feare. 
What inconragements fhould thefe be to perfwade us to 
reforme our felves, and to endeavour the amendment of 
oneanother, Therefore goe home now, and thus fay to 
God, and to your felves ferioufly and fincerely, I am re- 
folved I will leave my cheating,and cozening, my oathes, 
lying, my bypocrifie and pride, and all my other known 
finnes. Away with thefe and all other difcovered ab- 
 hominations, promife God for future times to betake your 
{elves unto a better courfé of living,as you defire the fweet 
and feafonable difcoveries of God, in the time of your 
greateft need, | 

Secondly, The meanes of your good muft be ufed, 
and they are, | 

Ir. Civill, 

2. Sacred. 

For Civill meanes, You muft not fay we care not whe- 
ther we have any more watchin the City, night or day, 
we will trouble and charge our felves no further in this 
kind, But you muk hold on in being ferviceable to di- 
vine providence, otherwife you will tempt God, There 
is a notable example of Peas in this cafe both commenda- 
bleandimitable. when Joab faw the front of the battle Was 2 Sam.10,¢5 
againft him, before and behind, he chofè all the choice men of 
Ifraell, aud put them in array againfi the Syrians, andthe ref} 
of the people ke delivered into the hand of bis brother, Andhe verir, 
faid, if the Affyrians be too ffrong for me,then thou faalt helpe 
me, but if the children of Ammon ke too firong for thee thei 
Twill come andhelpe thee, Now be of good courage, andlet us ver,122 
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play the men and fight for Ged and omw country, and the Lord 
doe that which feemeth him geod, Remember we have by 
folemne proteftation bound our felves before Ged to doe 

utmoft in wayeslawfull for the honour of our King; 


‘the liberty of the Proteftant Religion, for the peaceand 


welfare of the three Kingdomes, and for the priviledges 
of our Parliament, and keeping within the limits ofour 
callings, to oppofe Popery, and popith innovations. 
Therefore every man according te the lawes of God and 
ofthe land, muft unweariedly be induftrious,, night and 
day, for the Kingdomes good, in the ufe of meanes, both 
defenfive and off:nfive,as neceffity may require. 

2, There are meanes facred, Teares and Prayers are 
the Chriftians beft weapons, this munition let us make 
ufe of, Pehofbaphat {arrounded with danger, when Moab, 
Ammon, and the children of Mount Sew came out againfh 
him, what courfe doth he betake himfelfe to? he feared, 
and fet himfelfe to feeke the Lord, and proclamedafaft. And 
David being in danger to leofe both his Kingdome and 
his life, by the infurrection of Aé/olom, b:tooke himfelfe 
to prayer, to breake the neck of Achitophels crafty coun- 
fell, and alfo to fecure himfelfe from the hand of vio- 


Tence, now ftretched forth againft him. Beloved, as 


Gods command, and the practife of his people, doe guide 
us unto this imployment, fo Gods pretious promifes, 
and eur own glorious experiences, touching the preva- 
lency of this ordinance; fhould per{wade our perfeyerance 
herein in thefe times of feareand danger. aot 

Secondly, What is the improvement of the originall 
word here ufed, Zz the Mount Jehovah fhall be feene, This 
title hath much in it, a great deale more then I may.men- 
tion. Thus much I have obferved from holy Scripture, 
that it both, 

1. Advanceth God. e ‘ 

2.. And advantageth a Chriftian in times of fraights, 

Let the righteous be glad,let them rejoyce before God, yea let 
the exceedingly rejoyce,Sing untoGod fing praifes to his aane 
extoll him thatridethon the Heavens hy his Name Jab, and 


rejoyce 


in times of distreffe. 
rejoyce before bim.Foure things there be hinted in this title 
Jehovah, and they are all ufefull for our prefent purpefe, 

This title holdeth forth the Lords, 

1. Soveraignty. 

2, Independancy. 

3. Immutability. 

4, Fidelity, . 

1. It fuggefteth the Lords unlimited Severaignty, his 
abfolute and undoubted authority over all things, Jehovah 
he is the moft Ligh, not only high, or higher then many, or 
more high then the molt 4x2 the moft high over all the earth, 
It is Jehovah that ruleth Kings, and ordereth Crowns, joy 
inhim, he canrule both the Kings heart and counfell, he 

, governeth in the Country and in the City, at Weffminffer, 
and here within the walls: Therfore {till rejoyce in him, 
for he is Jebovas, the all-geverning Majelty, 

2. It notethhisindependancy. All creatures for their 
continuance, havea kind of dependance upon one another. 
As the graffe and plants upon the earth, the bruites upon 
the fruits of the earth, and our nutriment is from inferior 
creatures. But our 7ebovab dependeth upon none, he is 
of,and from himfelfe,he needeth no fervant,no fervice, Zz 
him We all live, move and have our being, but his Majefty is 
beholding to none, either men or Angels, either for bemg 
or wel-being. Thus much God intended to teach by his 
{peechto Mofes, and God faid unto Mofes, I am that I am. 

- We think verily that we fhail be utterly undone ifthe 
Parliament breake up, or if our King divide himfelte from 
this his body reprefentative. Beloved, my foule maketh 
out to God for the prevention of this fad fraction. Yet I 
befeech you remember this, whatfoever falls out, that 
whereas all men, and all ordinances, Kings and Parlia- 
ments depend on God, yet our God Jehovah is an inde- 
pendent Majelty. 

3. It intimateth Gods Immutability, All othgr things 

change, As a fnow ball melteth by our handling it,and the 
flower withereth by our {melling it, fo thefe fublunary 


contentments walt and ware away by cur ufing them. 
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- Butin the Lord fehovah there vs everlafing firength, or as 


Exod,6. 3. 


Gen.15.13,16 
compared with 
Exod.12.41.4 


the originall language expreffzthit, The Lord Jehovah is 
arock ofages, he abideth the felfe fame, ftrong, unalte- 
rable,unmoveable God throughout all generations, 

Mind this (my beloved ) that though Emgland Irelande 
like fhould be wafted, although there fhouldibe fad chan- 
ges in Church and Common-wealth, in City and Coun- 
try, in Towns and Families: Yee {till our Jehovah con- 
tinues in himfelfe, and unto his people the felf-fame All- 
fufficient, All-fatisfying Ged. Surely we who pitch our 
hearts and hopes upon this unchangeable foundation,the 
Lord Jehovah, may abide fteddy in our fpirits and comforts 
in the midft of the worft alterations that can overtake us. 

4.It expreffeth Gods fidelity. And I appeared unto Abra- 
ham, #nto Haack, and unto Jacob, by the Name of Godal- 
mighty but by my Name Jehovah was I not known unto them, 
The true meaning is, that whereas God had manifefted a- 
bundantly his power by gnany glorious providences in 
former times,now he intended to prove himfelfe mindfull 
and carefull of his promifes made unto his people. Now 
let us make improvement hereof for our comfort, Search 
divine records, confider the various pretious promifes an- 


-nexed by the Almighty unto the covenant of free grace 
andmercy. Choofe out of thofe Gofpell treafures, fuch 


pearles as you put the higheft prizes upon, Colle& thofe 
particular promifes, which you conceive moft pertinent 
for your condition, and moft full for your fatisfaétion. 
And from this fweet title Jehovah, you may comfortably 
and confidently inferrethis conclufon. — . 

Whatfoever Promife is regiftred in the book of God, 
either in the old or new Teftament, that this Pebowah will 
fet all his attributes on work, for the full and feafonable 
accomplifhment thereof unto his own people by fpeciall 
covenant. Therfore having evidenced your propriety in 
Gofpell Promifes through J efus Chrift, from this bottem 
build your comforts, in the darkeft and moft dolefull 
times. Isis febovah the all-governing, the independing, 
the immutable and faithfull God that will be feen inthe 
Mount for his fervants deliverance, 

FINIS. 
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Commanders of the Military Farces, 
“of the Renowned Citic of Londog, 


In the Parifh Church of Great St, Helens, 
May the 17. r642, 


By Simson Asn, Preacherin London. 


DEV. 20. 2,3,4. 
And it foall be, when yee are come nigh unto the Battell 
that the Prieft foal approach, and [peake unto tke people. 2 
Andfball fay unto shens, Heare O Ifrael, you approach shis 
day unto Bastel againft your Enemies: Let rot your hearts faint, 
feare noty and doe not trem le , neither be yee terrified becaufé 


of them. 
For the Lord your Godis he that goeth with you, to fight fer 


gona gaint your enemies, to fave be. 


LONDON, 
Printed by John Dawfon tor lohs Burrongh’s, and are tobe. 
fold at his fhop at the golden Dragon neare the Inner 
< Temple-gate in Fleet-ftrect. 1642. 
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TO. j 
THERIGHT 
WORSHIPFVLL, 


the Aldermen,and.Commoners,. 
unto whom the Mitia of the Citie 
of London is committed ,.the Serjeant. 
Major Generali, the Colonels, the Lieu- 
tenant Colonels, Serjeant Majors, 
Captaines, and other officers of 
the trained Bands of ths 
; faid (itie. 


Right Worfhipfull, — 


Ornelius , Centurion of the Ita=- 
lian Band ws thus commended by: 
the Holy Ghoft , that hee wasa 
devout man , and one that fea= 
redGod, e4nd I may report 
thus much to your h:nour and to 
move others to make imitation s 
KERJ] shat you have begun, and hitherto: 
, / RS} |} carried on your Martial affairs 
ta religoufly. For having put the: 
Gity into apofture of defence ; before the execution of the Mi- 
lita; you joyntly fought G by Prayer for good peak 
| 3. bh 


ode 
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r 
The Lord heard your Prayers , for you went forth, andreture 
ged kome, without the leaft touch of rc" to your felves, or 
jour Companies. T hes remarkeeble Providence called yor 
agaixe together , te praife the God of falvations , the God of 
your mercies. 
Hercupon you were pleafed to appoint me (very unworthy } 
toajif you in che fe vice of Thankefgiving: A [eovice not 
unfeemly for the Hoaft of Heaven, | 


+ 


‘This Sermon, which upon that occafion } preached, throngh 
the Conftruttions of your Love found fach acceptance, that 0% 
tommanded it to come abroad to dee you further fervice. 

And feeing you gaveit good entertainment , as it was firft 
profented , it veils boldto.wa'te npor yor without chaxge-of 
habit, expetling your Protection. i 

Although | fomewhat fafpett pe fanaa ‘fications in 
the Sermon which affected the Anditors , may not be fo 
pieafing tothe Iudicious Reailer , yet your defires to have it 
printed, as it was preached, makes me tornn that adventure. 

The Lord of Hofts guide, guard, and encourage you in alt 
your good undertakings for peace and truth, and make you 
carefull to put Chriftian--references upon all your fere 
vices for the honour and fafety of our King, tke welfare of bia 
Kingdomes, and the continued Profperity of this famous (i= 
tie. This your prudent and pious perfeverance in the worke fe 
svell begun, will draw forth many prayfes to God, many prayers 
for you end much rejoycing inthe hearts of all them , who fina 
cerely affect yous of which number , I befeech yor account bing 
one whois ! her | ei TPG 


Your Servant, in,and for Chrift 
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> #7 i ight worthipfall : and worthy Genii 
A f men, (whofe defi ires, and whofe fervice 
2| of thankfgiving, Iam now attending, ) 
į I hope you arc come hither with an ins 
tention; ~ 
Firft, to- rD i God for prefer: 
vation enjoyed, ‘through his providence, 
to htm you’ prayed. My Text lookes back unto fucha 
bufineffe 5 The Lord aj i H:i Jaichful ; therefore ri 
È the 


Be of good. Ca owrage. faraid, 


Verfe 283 


Dir. 


the faithfull u 
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pon fuch experiences in way of prayfe, ia 
way of requitalblearne to bec of good courage, pr 
` Secondly, I beleeve you: åre come together in expectae 
tion for the future, to receive further favours from the God- 
of your prefent prayfes;and my Text lookes forward to 
that, Bee of good courage, and bee foall Rrengthen thine bearts, 
andwaitl fay onthe Lord: > W. 

My Textis fhort, the words in our tranflation are not 
many, in the originall, there isbut one word, pim, The. 
Septuagint renders the Hebrew word, dveptede, Quit 
your {elves like mens Kiriliser agite, play the men, Robos 
raminisoes yee f{trong.. r . > 

The Counfell here given is for all Chriftians,at all times. 
needful, but for you,and at this time,moft feafonable, 

Bee yeecouragious, Firft, The Counfellour was, a Wor- 
thy, a Souldier , a Warrieur , a Commander, a Kings: 
David, as the title tels you, Hee cals for courage. - 

Secondly, The Perfons counfelled,they are Saints, faith-- 
full ones s. O yee Saints love him, his manner is.by his {pe= 
ciall providence to preferve you; Therefore bee yes of good: 
courage, The point lies faire, which I conceive pertineng,. 
and now purpofe to profecute, 


Gods people muft bee of good conrages 
I fhall briefly fuggeft the Scriptures proofe,ina threefold: 
gradation,.wherein good courage 1s called for :. 


~  Firft, Saint Pant an Apoftle with Apoftolicall antho« 


rity, perlwades toit; 2 Cor. 16, 13. Quit yeelike men. 
Secondly , Jehofaphat.a King, with regall authority, ` 
commands.it, 2 Chrom, 19, #lt. Deale conragiou/ly. i 

`` Thirdly, The great God of Heayen.andEarth, putting 
him(elfe under a-warlike notion,. as the Lord Generall of 
all the forces in the W orld,the Lord of Hoffs: He peremps. 
torily, preffeth it; Haggie: 2. 4, Now. bee‘ftrong è Zoroba 
bel faith she Lord,and bee firon: & Lofhua, the Sonne of Lozce 
KiK ibe High Frid ane dee frang che peale efahe Land acl 
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zhe Lord, and worke, for I ans with you faith the Ded of 
ofts. . ie on 12 
Three things there be, that I fall {peake to, in the pro- 
Secution ofthis point. —- x 
Firk, The explication ofthe vertue, the gracecalled for, 
wherein I will endeavour to difcover what this courage 


aS. : 
Secondly, The confirmation of this truth by reafons, 
from which this Doétrine may undeniably bee concluded, 
and by which you may atl bee fully convinced, that there 
jsaboundant caufe, why all Gods people fhould besicou- 
ragious, — 7 | 
Thirdly, The application ofall, by way of ufe, that my 
Sermon maybe. the moreferviceable, < siik 


Chriftian courage may thus bee deferibed, It is the un- A Defcrip- 
daunted audacity of a fn&ified heart in adventuringupon tion of ga 


difficulties, and undergoing hardíhips for a good caufi 
upon the call of God. 
There are fix things confiderable in the defcription 
that 1 have given, which I will particularly point at, and 
rove. Ah Oe q te yt: Cte 
. Firft, the Gens, the common nature of it s it is an un: 
daunted audacity. This Animofity (as fome phrafc it, ) it 
is common both unto mens, and to fome bruits. The 
Lion, Prov. 30. 30 is faid, to bee the firongeft among beafts; 
that rurneth not away fromany. oP & PBN 
‘And thereis an elegant defcription of the warre horfe, 
in regard of boldnefic, Fob 39.19. XC. Haft then giver 
the horfe firength? haft thon cloathed bis neck with thunder? 
Canf thon make him afraid as a graf-bopper? the glory of bis 
woftrils is terrible, bee pawesh in the valley, and-rejoyerh n bis 
Jirength, hee gocth ont tomecte the armedmen:. Hee mocketls 
at feare, and ts not affrighted, neither turneth hee back from 
the (word, The Quiver ratleth againft him,the glittering fpeare 
andthe foeild, bee fwallowes the ground with: fievcene fe and 
rages neither beleeveth hee, that hid es pal ay E 
+ 2 nd 


ë Courage, 
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v MAnd this boldneffe that is in‘bruits, it is fpoken: of àsà 
piece ofthis fame courage that God is pleafedto giveto 
men; Exek, 3.9. this.is the Lords promife, Asan Ada. 
mant, barder then the flint bive J made thy forehead, > 
The’ word: Harder; isthe fameinthe -Hebrewy that is. 
here in my Text; Fartiorem petra; The Rock; that is not 
afraid of any weather, Summer, or Winter, Sunne, and 
‘Showres, Heat, and Cold; Froft, and Snow, it blutheth 
- Hot; fbrinketh not, it changeth not it’s ‘complexion, it ig 
fill the famé;, Such alike thing is courage, in. the commoa 
matureofit. = i.o a o» iov aie i 
Secondly, Confider the fabje@it is the Héart,the Caftle 
where Courage commands, and exercifeth Military. Difci..: 
pline; (thall I fofay) its within the bofome, itis the Soule 
A Ofa valiant Sobldiers:})20) oot pm an 3 motley 
_ co Somé-conccive,. our Engli word Courage; to-beedes 
~ rived from.Cordss astio, the very acting of the heart.. Á 
~~. Avaliant man is. defcribed, 2° Sans, 17. 1-0. for to bea 
aman; Whole! heart, 'is-as the; heart: ofa: Eyon,7 And 
fometime,. the. original tranflated, ; Couragiogs y 4s. Azs 
2. 16, may moft Properly bee. rendred > a Man of 
hearts `s; : TiS emma si Heya Sa 
| Beloved:, valour doth not:confit ins 
ina. terrible looke; in bigge words>:but dt confifts inthe 
méttall, the vigour’ that is- withinithe bofome. Some. 
times,a Coward may dwell at the figne ofa roar 
andofa fterne countenance : whereas true fort 


Thirdly, Note:the qualfication of this fame fudjet: I 
faida fanctified:heart’s for I am not now {peaking of forti- 
tude, as a morall: vertue, whereof Heathens,thathave not 
God, are capable; and for Which-many. among them, that 
are not Chriftians, have beene-worthily commended, 
$ But Tam now difcourfing of Courage,as avertue Theos 
logicall, as:a geagious qualification, put: upon: the people 
mA sË Tee of: 
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of God by fpeciall covenant, And there are three things 
that doe characterizeit, and which doe diltinguifh it from 
the morall vertue of fortitude, Let i 

The Roote, whence it arifeth; 

Th Rule, whereby it 1s diretted; 3 

| | Tha End,towhichiit ts referrede 960° Cuun o owy 
-* The Roote; whence it rifeth, is love to God; Allthe 
Saints of God that love the Lord, bee of good Courage: 
The love of Chrift conftraineth. mee to make thefe bold, 
‘andbrave adventures; faith the Apoftle,.2.(or. 5. 14.) t. 
The Rule whereby. it is direéted, is the word-of God: 
what the Lord hath pleafed to. leave on record for a Chris 
ftiaris guidance inholy pages,1 Chron: 23:12,13. The Lord 
give thee wifedome and.underftanding, that thon mail? keepe 
the law If thos take. bsedto the fiatutes, and judgements, 
which the Lord charged Mofes with concerning Urael: be 
frog and of good courage, dread uot,nor be difmai d.. Beča 
man of mettall; but let thy mettall. bee according to my. 
mind, according to this rule.: : . r 
-And the End; to which it referres, is God; For every 
fanéctified man, beinga felfe-denying, and a: God-advara 
eing-mans; ‘his God ts his Center, whercin his:atings, his 
undertakings reft, and his Soule. is not,: yeait cannot bee 
fatisfied but in God. i. by acne” 
» The! fourth thing :confiderable in, the Defcription is, 
the natural; theformiall,the immediate operations, that 
doe flow from this gracious, audacious frame of heart, they 
are two: S ? HE ! 
here i an adventuring upon difficulties; 

|: Hnd there isan undergoing of-hardfhips.. © è 780s 

1! Birt; There is: an‘adventating upon hard fervices, It is 
faid, 1'Sam: 31,12. The valiant men rofe and went all night, 
and tooke the body of Sant, and the bodies of his Sonnes from 


the wale of Bethihan,. and-came to Gabefb and burnt them: 


thére.. When: the Philiftins-had taken their bodies .and 
were RERA voy Gamana and faftened.thom. thers; 
misg B3 bi es ot 
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48 Enfignes of victory, brave blades, well mettalled men, 
went by night, and fetched them back againe: an hard, 
and a brave Eria ! 

And by reafon hereof there is an enduring of hardthips $ 
Thofe Worthies of whom the world was not worthy, 
who are faid to be men valiant in fight, Heb. 11. 34. This, 
tcRimony is given of them, that They endured tortn- 
rings, the tryall of mockings,or cruell mockings of [courgings, 
of bonds, andimprifonment, of frening , of being Jawne afune 
der, of being flaine with the [werd , of wandring up and dowue. 
in foecpe skins , and goats skins, being men deflitute,afflitted, 
and tormented. 

Fiftly, in my defcription, I caft inthe caufe, which true 
courage undertakes to doe, and fuffer for, the object it 
workes upon, the prize it adventures for, it is agood caufe, 


8 Cor.16.13 Matters of faith, fand ye fa/t in the faithquit ye like men.It is 


fof.1.9. 


a Gofpel peice for which J am to jeopard a Joynt,to hazard 

alimbe, to adventure life, 1 Cor.6,1 3, or matters of fat : I` 
muftbe of good courage fo: my con{cience,that Imay maine 
taine an evenneffe of f{piritin reference to my rule, in rela- 
tion to my God, r Pet. 3.14. If yee fuffer for righteon{- 
nefe fake happy are yee, be not afraid of their terrour, neither 
be troubled, Xt isa noble, a Chriftian refolution in any man, 
if hee thus determine, rather then I will make a wound 
upon my confcienee, a breach betweene God and my 
foul ;rather then I will violate afacred vow,and tranferefle 
the command of my God, I willrunthe greateft hazards 
in outward regards thatcan be imagined, 

The goodneffe of the canfe ( Divines fay) for which a 
man fuffers, makes the Martyr : Inlike manner, itis the 
warrantableneffeof the worke, wherein thefouldier , the 
manof mettall appeares, that gives him the credit, the ho- 
nour of this title, to beaccounted a valiant man, ; 

Sixtly and laftly, I added that good courage makes the 
forcfaid.àdventures upon the call of God. Have not I coma 
mandedubee, be flrong and of a good conrage: If the or 
d B pleafe 
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pleafe to beat up the Drum; If thé Lord pleafe to bid 
them arme,andcome abroad,his call is fufficient, Now God 
cals either by his precept, or by his providence. Either God 
cals his Champions for to undertake dangers, or hec com- 
mands dangers to over-tale them ; and hereupon being: 
led forth by the Lord of hoafts , they expreffe their 
valour : For this they know , that whether 
it be etate, or peace, or life, or liberty , or Religion, or 
whatfoever elfe they hope to defend , they are all tallants 
that God hath entrufted them. with , and that therefore 
only upon. his Commiffion figned , and fealed by his owm 
hand they may come forth:, and muft come forth bravely, 
and fhew themfelves.couragious in reference thereto. 

_ Now fora manin an impetuous,giddy,neady way , to: 
breake himfelfe unwifely in his reputation, liberty , eftate, 
and himfelfe knowes no other reafon : but becanfe his {pi- 
rit moves him, and his humours ftirre in him, or fome paf- 
fionat inconfiderate perfonsprovoke him,this(my beloved) 
is not to be couragious, W'eereade in the Gofpel,of a man 
poffefied with an evil fpici¢, that did often cafthimfelfinto - 
the water, and into the fire to deftroy himfelf And truly it 
nearely concernes many men of daring fpirits, to confider. Mark 9.22, 
ferioufly what fpirit itisthataétsinthem: Thefe things 
we mult marke, thatthe true nature of courage may bee: 
underftoods — 

| This defcription of good courage I judged meet to pre- 
_ mife and toexplain briefly,thatwe may underftand the duty: 
inthe text, the duty, the feafonable duty, whichGod calls 
for, and I plead for. > l 


i n roe Bee of good Courages. os Lie Ae Oe eA mes 
“The fecond thing I propounded in the profecution‘of" 
this point, is thereafons wherefore a Chriftian fhould bee: `, 
couragious $ And. my do@trine. is built upon'a fourefold: 


ground: , 
ai Birt, Go 


N Ww 


‘Ps gab: } Wl 3 ESN. 
people fhouldi be of good courage, in refe~: 
| rence: 


~ 
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rence “into the condition, unto which God hath called 
them. God hath appoynted all Chriftians to be fouldiers,” 
A Sacramént is a fonldiers oath y when we were baptized 
wetooke prefle money , and vowed to‘ferve under the cos 
Jours of Chrift, and as manfull fouldiersto fight againft the 
‘world, the flesh, and the Devill ; andas oft as wee have 
beene at the Sacrament of the body and blood of our Lord, 
wee have renewed our Solemne, and facred obligation in 
that kind, in reference to Chrilt, who is called The Captaine 
of the Lords hoff ; fof.5.t6. and rhe‘Captaine of our falta 
tion, Heb. 2,10. Indure hardneffé ( faith the Apoftle) as a. 
good '‘culd:er of Chrift, 2 Tim.2:4, Epaphroditus my fellow 
fouldier, Phil.2,25. Beloved, wifdome is not more ne- 

ceflary for a-Counlellor; ‘nor eloquence for an Orator, then 
courage for a fouldier. Souldiers we are, wee muft there- 
fore, Ze of good Courage, Ti i I 


_. Secondly; the weighty fervices wherein the Lord of 


Holts is pleafed toimploy us, Men imployed in peculiar 
fervices are commanded to put on fortitude : As Jofhua 
who wasa-‘Commander to'guide , and governe the ‘hoft, 
the armies of the Ifraclites in their paflage to Canaan, Bee 
thou firong and very conragious , that then maift obferve to 
dce according to all the Law, which Mofés my fervant com- 
manded thee , turne not from it -to the right hand or to the’ 
lefte And Exra, in regardof his office, is thus {poken un- 
to- erife, for the matter belungeth unto thee, bee of good 
courage, and doeit : and common Chriftians, in refpect of 
fervices required of them, are to be couragious in their pla- 
ces, /of.23,6. Be yee therefore very conragious to keepe, and 
to doe al that is written in the booke of thelaw of Motes, that 
you turne not afide therefrom, tothe right hand or to the left. 

Shall I hint fome fervices that are charged upon all 
our confciences i ' 

‘The worke of mortification, to. pick out -óur eyes) 
to.chop off our hands, to cutoff our feet ; doe youthinke 
thata milke fop , aman that is not a manof aftout fpitie - 

=) will 
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will doe this. Novy to maffacre flefhly lufts,is (as it vvere) 
fora man to mangle, and dilmember his owne body, itisa 
worke painefull and grievous , as for a man to cut off his 


owns feet, to chop cff his ownt hands, and topick out his. 


owne eyes, as Chriftand the Apoftle Paz? doe expreffeit. 
Befides this, there are: in Chriftians bofomes, ftrong 
holds to bebattered, fortifications tobe demolifhed : there 
are highhils and mountaines , that muft be levelled with 
the ground ther are trenches tobe made,vallies tobe filled. 
O beloved, I may not mention the hils that lye before us im 
beiven way, which we muft climbe up;and craggy rocks 
that we muft getover: and without courage certainly the 
fervice put upcn our hands will not be difcharged,” 
Ther ersalfo the wals-of I ru/al-mto be repaired and the 
Temple to be reedehed : If Nehemiah had not beens a 
a man of a brave fpirit, hee would never have- gone 
. through ftitch with that Chureh worke, thofé. weighty 
fervices which hee did undertake, How this is appliable 
tons for the prefent time, the time-of our begun refot- 
mation , I fpeakenot; but rather doe referre jit to your 
confiderations ; I befeech you to reade Neh,4 17,18. They 
which builded on the wall, and they that did beare bur- 
thens , with thofe that laded : Every one with one of his 
hands wroughtin the work,and wit’ the other handheld a 
weapon, For the Builders every one had a {word girded 
by his fide, and fo builded, and he that founded the Trum- 
pet wasbyus. While they were at worke they were all 
ready for warre, 


Thirdly , Chriftians muft bee couragious, in referenceto : 


the 3, huge Armies, with which they are affaulted. 


i Of Devils: 
‘There are armies < Of Lus. 


Le OF men and. women in the world p? 
that doo wage warre with every Chriftian , that-in good > 


A 


garnek makes out after his God in heayen way, = ° 
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For the Devils, it isthe argument of the Apoftle, and. 
-from thence I tooke it, Ephef. 6.10. Brethren, be ftrong 
(faith hee,) for we wreftle not againft fieh, and bloud, but a- 
gainft principalities , and powers , againft the Rulers of the 
darknelfe of thisWorld, againft Spiritual wickeduelfes in the 
heights. Matke for the number they are many, Oar name ts. 
legion, for wee are many: How many thoufands, neither you 
nor I know. There is ftrengthin them, they are Powers, 
Principalities, and they are Rulers, they have very great 
authority in the Darknefle of the World;in Midnight men, 
Darke men, Men who love not Sunne-fhine light, but raa.. 
ther delight to lye inholes.and caves. 

I meane, in regard of the Darkneffe of their minds,and 
their wilfullignorance of the things of God. And they 
are inthe height; they fight with much advantage (as fome 
obferve,) being over our heads. And they are Spirits, they 
worke invifioly, and they fight againft our Soules, they la- 
bour to keepe our hearts in thraldome, they feeke to beggar 
and to undocus in regard of our grace, and Spirituall 
-JO cS. 

The Holy Apoftle Peter fayeth, The Divell your adver- 
fary, gocth about like a roaring Lyon, fecking whom hee 
may devoure. An Adverfary, and a Devill, andaftrong 
one, asa Lyon roaring, and: then-hec is active, hee walkes 
about, and hecis fullof malice, ready to devonre: Thefe 
things touched upon, doe-tellus, that wee, who are al- 
wayes furrounded, befieged by fuch enemies, have nsed of 
courage, l 

Pera, 114 Thercarearmies of luts, I know not how many. The 
= Apolile faith, Flejbly. lufts that fight againft the Sonle. Thefe - 
foes lye within us, and they ftrike at the head;, and the 
heart,endeavouring tolet out the precious life of our ime... 

mortall foules, . 

‘aKing 22. <AstheCaptainesofthe King of Syria, hada command - 

~ 3% to fight againft, neither fmall nor great, but the King of-- 
‘dfee}. And the Apofile faith that lutts in his bofome mse 
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‘fuch enemies,asftill carried him captive, and haled himas a 
prifoner. ( You know theexpreflion, Roms, 7.2>.) Be- 
loved, doth not experience oftentimes prove thus much, 
that pride, paffions, unbelief, hypocrific, earthly minded- 
nefie, creature confidence, fenfuality, doe take up armes 
againft our precious Soules, Alas lalas!luits, deceitfull lutts, 
many deceitfull lufts, are fill, {till tyrannizing in our bo- 
fomes, which ofus hath not caufe to compiaine with the 
Apoftle,when I would doe good, they are at hand prefent 
With mee: ftrong in mee, ever {tabbing, and ftriking, and 
poyfoning, and wounding; if I would but pray, or weeps; 
or amend. Thefe Rebels raife their ftrengths, and com- 
bine their forces to hinder mes : and no fooner can Sathan 
hold up finger, and temptation fhew it felfe; But they are 
ready furioufly to march out againft Chrift, his govern- 
ment, graces, glory. Beloved, I appeale to your con- 
Sciences, whether in regard of this black guard, maintai- 
ned within us, wee have not need to bee of good coue 


rage. 
Thirdly, the armies of people: The Apoftle Paul fath, 


hee fought with men who were as bealts, Beats after the 
-manner of men, 1 Cor. 15.32. David tels you they were 
Dogges, and they were Tygers, and Wolves, and Beares, 
and Buls, and Lyons, foin the Pfalmes hee phrafeth them, 
I promife you, a man that is fo befet, thus affanleed, ifhee 
bee not a man of courage what will become of him? 
There are Sanballets and Tobiah’s, men of malignant, 
‘mifchievous Spirits, to doe us mifchiefe in Heaven way; 
had wee not need in that regard to bee couragious 2 
And truly, women if they cannot ufe weapons, they will 
caft, and fling Rones , fhoote their arrowes even bitter 
words, David mst with oppofition in that kind , from 
one that was nears, and fhould have beenebetter. ALichol 
thee jeared him inhisrighteous, and holy zeale, in refe- 
renceto God; you know. the ftory, and therefore I report 
it not. -And doubtleffe, had not hee beene a man of an 
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Heroick Spirit, hee might have beene dafht out of counte- 
nance and baffled and cooled in his zealey betanfe: of her 
reproachfull language. | Th tale) 

-> Fhere are thofe that are ready to performe ill offices, 
Sheba-like, to blow a Trumpet of: fedition, of contention; 
to caft coales, and kindle ftrife betweene the head and the- 
members, the King, and-his Suajects; to fet allonaflime- 
inthe Kingdome, In this regard, wee had need to bee feele 
to the back, that wee bee not difheartned. From all thefe 
three particulars, I might apply that paflage, 3 Sam, to, 9: 
12. When Joab faw: the front of the battaile again? him ben 
Jore and bebind; hee fayed: bee of good courage, andlerus play 
the men : His Speeches did fparkle Spirits, he herein proved: 


` 


'him{elfe a man meete to bee a warlike Commander, for: 


danger and difficulties did adde heart.and heate, 

My Mafters, you fee our cafe, let us play the men for our 
people, and for the Citiesofour God, Beloved, you pere 
eeiv.c by that which I have pointed at, that our enemies 
are moreand worfe, we are befet before,and behind above, 
and below, without and within; not onely our Cities, but 
oar Soules are oppofed, endangered, Helland Earth, Men: 
and Devils, yea and our felves are Adverfaries to our 
felves.. Therefore there is good reafon, why wee (honld. 
put-on Courage, . J 

Fourthly and laftly, Wee have need of Courage, becaufe 
óf the various afflictions to bee expected, For ought wee 
know, heavy things may befall us, and:mut bee borne 
by head, and fhoulders by us, before wee get to our Cattle; 
oar place of refuge, our reft in Heaven; how: ftony, how 
thorny, how.deepe, and how dangerous our wayes may 
prove, before wee get to our: journeyes end, wee cannot 
tell, It may bee,wee muft travaile through blond, through 
our owne bloug; and therefore wee -need Courage, 
~, After our Saviour had fuggefted to his. Difciples, cat: 
10. 21. Brother foall deliver brother to death; the Father 
ske Child, and the Child fall raife againft the Parents, and 
iTS = S i 
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canfe them to be pat todeath, and you foall be hatedof all men 
for my names fake ; Hercupon hee adds, verfe 26, Feare xor, 
32, Feare not. Beloved , we know not what may be our 
portion here on earth, before we come perfectly to enjoy 
God our portion,and be happy tn enjoying of him for ever. 
Wee may live to fee the Citic fired, our eltates wafted, our 


wives abufed, our children tarne in peices limbe-meale.,, 


neiceemeale before our: eyes: beleeve mee without cou- 


rage, thefe fights will be hard and heavy tobebeheld, fuch: 
like fights will caufe us to fownd away, to-finek into the:- 


dult, if wee provide not courage. Thus have Irun over 
my reafons, and now Trequet you all ,{erionfly co confider, . 
whether in all the fore-mentioned regards, we havenot 
abundant caufe to endeavour , to get the grace the rest com- 


mends, and to doe the duty.that in. the text. God cals for,. 


Be of good courage. 
- Tcome now to the application of all that hath beenede- 


fivered by way of ule; The ufes»of this poynt that I fhalt 
fpeaketo, they are but two. - 


The firft Reproofe; , 
Thefecond Exhortation;:. 


For Reproofe, lence I have occafion for to blame toh’ 
unworthy cowardlinefle in fome , aud wicked audaciou{- 
neffein others : both vices contrary to this vertuc, both: 
extreames, oppofed by this practize of Chriftian fortitude, 
which my text perfwades. ` 
"Bick Timutticheck an unworthy daftardlineffe, which 
difcovers it felfe three wayes in the bofomes of men. 
~- Fir, when menby reafon of pufilanimity,&lowneffe of 
fpirit , dare not appeare in the caufé that they:are convin- 
ced, to bethe caule of God. There were fome;/0b,1343; 
who, though they beleeved on Chrits, yet they durtt not 
‘profeffe him for feare of ‘the Pharifees, left they fhould bee 
excommunicated. The confeiences of many tell them, 


C3. thas: 


I$. 


ol 


ta 


-Good Courage difeovered, and inconraged, 


that fuch a way is the way of God, doubtleffe this is hea- 

venroad; furely thefe are the courfes to be taken to enjoy 
God, and communion with him, and yet, for feare of 
I know not what, f{cornes, mocks, loffe of friends, or 


‘the like ; they dare. not be feene, It may be they will goe 
‘to Chritt with Nishodemus in thenight, for feare too many 


eyes obferve them, and take notice of them in fuch un- 
wounted paths, exercifes which {sceme to proclaime 


{triGneffe and precifeneffe. You foc I am in hafte,and ther- 
‘fore cannot inftance in particulars, 


Secondly, others by reafon of cowardlinefle foone 
grow difcouraged in fad and weighty undertakings , be- 
caufe they find the way to heaven craggy , the duties diffi- 
cult, the fervices fomething hard ; and becaufe they have 


. not expected fucceffe on a fuddaine ; here.upon their {pie 


rits fhrinke up ; Ihave reference in this expreffion to the 
original word ufed to this very purpofe,in Nam.21.4.4nd 


the foul of th people was much difcouraged ,becaufe of the way. 


Their {pirits were fhortned (as itis in the Hebrew) they 


‘run up by reafon of diftrefs,and al vigour gave in. As a Cras 
-vant begins to looke pale through feare ; his {pirits fly to 
-the heart, you fhall fee no blood in his face: O did he think 
‘to be mocked, and to be purfevanted? and did heexpe& to 


be imprifoned ? and did he conceive to bee puton fuch a 


.dead taske , and to worke himfelfe downe in his ftrength, 


refpeĝs among(t men , and other outward comforts , and 
reape nothing but the wind. Much hath beene done , and 
much hath beene endured, many weeks, moneths, yeares, 


-are runup , fiuce hee expected a good crop , of increafe 
„and comfort : but hopes being fruftrated, and expectations 


difappoynted ; hee fits downedejeced : Becaufe Refor- 
‘mation is driven on heavily , things ftick in the birth, 
-therefore many are difheartned, i 

. Thirdly, thofe that under darke clouds and fhowres of 


:fufferings lye grovelling on the ground, through difconfo- 
Latenefle ; He shat faints in the evill day , lis firength is final 
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Prov.24,10, There is mention of fome, Jo/.2. 11. when 
the wind and tyde went againft them ; when the-victory 
was carried on the other fide, itis faid, their. hearts melted, 
there was no more courage in them.: The melting of the 
wax is the fevering of partfrom part : The confirming of. 
the parts together, isthe firength of it, the loofening of 
the parts weakens it : a mans foule runs out through faine 
ting feares , as water; whereas it fhould be confirmed , as 
a peice of fteele. Chriftians {hould bè magnanimous , and 
Fortitude will fortifie, and corroborate the foule, As the 
originall word fuggelts thus much , fo the conjunction of 
ftrength,.and valour inthe holy Scriptures doth import its. 
Be ftrong and of good courage. Thinke of this , and take 
heed I pray you of daftardly deje@tedneffe, and difinaying | 
feares, in fad , fuffering times , becaufe thereby both foule . 
and body are much feebled, and much prejudiced. 
-Thefecond thing reproved, is wicked audacionfneffe : 
This branch of the reprehenfion is needful, for certainely, 
there is in fome men akind of fire, thatrifeth outof hell, 
or rather fome mettall , which is digged out of the bot- 
tomleffe pit, whichis called Courage , and fo accouted in 
the world. My meaning is, that there is a devillifh,wret- 
ched refolutenef[e in the bofomes of fome to hold onin 
finne;notwithftanding divine reprchenfions, convictions, . 
threatnings, and executions ; which isas much oppofite 
to true courage, as the greateft cowardline{s in the world. 
Itold you before, thattrue courage is for good, upona : 
Command fromGod, The Apoftlechecks the Corinthi« 
aus, becaufe they had fo much boldnefs , as that they did 
dare to doe that which was offenfive , viz. to goe to law. 
one with another, and that before Infidels,you daredocit | 
faith he,you have fo much boldnefs,1 (7.6, & the Apoftle 
Peter checksmen, They are not. afraid to fpeak evil of Dignie - m3 
ties, The Pfalmift brings in bad men thus refolving, Our POJA 
tongues ave our own,and we wil fpeaR,and who is Lord ever use. 
» Some there be, .who though the Minilter flath the pay 
l ree 
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hreof hellin their faces , difcovering the. danger of their 
evill courdes ; yet like unto the warre-horfe, they will ade 
venture further , let the confequence prove what it may s 
yea, although God be-on them in wayes of heavy affici. 
on, with one rod after another, and ane blow bigger then 


another , theugh his providence pinch them in their per- 
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fons, impoverifh therm intheir eftates , crufh them in their 
credit ; and ie may be they foffer much in their yoak-fel- 
lowes, Children and neere allies ; yea, though theoften 
recoyling of their coniciences, caule earth-quakes in their. 
owne boformes, yet on they will ftill to doe wickedly, 
Thefe are the men of whom the Prophet complaines 3 
Who make thew faces harder then the Rock , andrefufe tore- 
turne, Men of this make are common in every place, 
and their way of living is much to be bewayled : and now 
Iam neceffitated to fpeake unto them , becaufe their ftur- 
dineffe in refwing to ftoope unto God in reformation, is 
reputed courage. ‘ 
To cruth thefe wretched conceits, I heartily with that 
the Scriptures may be perufed ; where you shall find , that 
thofe whoare commended forthe moft valiant Champions, 
and the ftouteft fouldiers in the Campe of Chrift, that they 
were the moft timorous in matter of finne, and moft can- 
tious in references toGod, that they might not inany kind 
offend His Majefly. David, that durft takea Lyonby the 
beard, and durft adventure upona Buell, afingle combat 
with Goliah , yet thus hee expreffeth himfelfe to God, 
My flefo trensbleth for feare of thee, and I am afraid of thy. 
jedgements, And Nehemiah, whohad many wayes wor- 
thily expreffed ‘his magnanimity for God and his caufe,yet 
no man was ever more awed with the fcarseef God, Hee 
perfwaded himfelfe, and others thereunto. Oxght not wee 
to walke ïn the feare of Ged? And againe complayning of 
the governours , who were his Predeceflors , that 
they were ufurious, and very injurious in their places; hee 


addeth but fo, Did zet J ( I durft not) becanfe.of the feare 
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of the Lord my God. Iam confident , that this pofition is 
fall of truth, you may truf toit, as found and orthodox: 
That there is no more Chriltian courage,then there is Chri- 
Rian feare in our hearts, There is no more true valour in 


fi 


Gods account, in confi'Ging with dithculties, and ftout - 


ftanding under heavy preflures, then there is a cautious,and 
timorous circumfpection , left finne of any kind fhould 
be committed tothe difhonour, and provocation of God, 
Shall I thinke that aman that will {weare, and roare, and 
curfe, and pox , and plagae (I fhould not have defiled my 
mouth with thefs words) fhall I thinke that, this man of 
Beliali hath Chriitian courage ? Hee may have morall 
magnanimity , asan, heathen, as a Romane, but he wants 
the courage of a Saint , that courage which my Text cals 


for. Beloved, I pray you beleeveit, ( I{peakeas a Scrip- 


ture man ș and I fpeake to men that muft labour to be men 
yaliant, as becommeth Saints) hee t-at rales his owne fpirit, 
doth more then hee that overcomes aCitie. That min who 
takes downe his untamed luits ; and that man who bri- 


dies the unruly member the tongue Hee who conquers: 


the rebellious mùtinies in his owne bofome, and who 
notwithftanding allavocafions, is carefuli Rill to keepe 
clofeto God , thisisthe valiant man indeed, God kim- 
felfe, by Solsmsons pen , gives fach aone his Letters tefti- 
enoniail to be magnanimous, And for my part I will ad- 
venter that whichis deareft unto my felfein this world, 
in the hands of this man, if in the hand of any, in regard 


of valour, and holy, hearty, heroick refolution, But I’put: 


off from this reproofe, wherein my zeale hath made mee 
bold , to fpeake my mind ; For I had rather counfell 


Provar6,3 tos 


then reprehend : and before I goe forward, I with that’ 


my checks lighting on ungracious hearts may make kindly 
and deepe impreffions on them, for their amendment, And 
God grant that you that come to prayfe God , as becom- 
meth Saints this day, may learnealfo hereafter to be valiant 
as it becommeth Saints, according to the direGtions of fa- 
cred Scripture. D The 
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Thelatt ufe, is an ufs of exhortations ( I feare, I have. 
more to fay then my time, and your occafions will fuffer 
mee to deliver. } It is onely this, to perfwade you all (ny: 


beloved, ) I fay-all, without exception, Colonels,Captaines, 

other Otficers, Souldiers, yea all the Servants of the Lord,, 
to yeild to the word of exhortation, and in your places to. 
endeavour Chriflian courage ;, This ufe mot nfefull my. 
heart defires to enlarge, wherein I faine would, 


1, By Arguments perfroade it, 
2. By Direttions helpe you init. 


ł have Arguments of two kinds, God grant they may. 
come with {ome ftrength upon your hearts, to move you: 
to endeavour to beetruly valorous. : 

Firft, Fromthe confideration of the rich commodities, 
that are the undoubted confequences of Religious forti-. 
tude. O the booties, é:the boones, 6 the benefits, that 
Chriftians may enjoy in the way of Chriftian valour # 
I will point at 6, and I fhalldoc little morethen point at 
them. : 

. Firft, It will wind, and worke yow into thebofome, 
and favour of God; Be of good Courage, and. bee foals: 
frrengthes thy heart, Put thou thy felfe forth in away of 
bold adventure for him, and his. providence fhall bee 
fweetly exercifed for thy good, A worthy Commane 
der, how carefull is hee of a brave blade, a man that will 
fightat a Cannonsmouth, Doth heeheare from: him, that 
abone ts broken ? Send for the Bone-fetter: Is-hee like to 
bleed to death? call for the Surgeon, let him poft away to 
prevent that perill; Doth hee grow weaker and weaker? 
Ís there any thing in the Campe, that may reftore his Spi- 
rits, withhold nothing;. nothing: is too good, teo coftly,. 
would hee cate gold, hee fhould have it. 

Thus it is with God, O what letters ofcommendation 
doth hee give in manifeftation of his owne. love to.chem. 


ò 
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in Pergans#s, upon this very ground : Thon, Jaith the Lord, KW. te 136 


tbou haft held forth my name, and not denged tt even in thofe 
dayes, when Antipas my faithfull Martyr was flaine, even 
where Sathan dwelleth, Lhoudidft fight for Curist in 
the Cave, where the Devill commanded, thon didft ftand 
and appeare for him, when other men did lofe;-life, and 
dloud, Here is a man that God will owne, fuch aone, 
fhall have Gods heart and hand to doe him honour, te 
yeild him comfort, And therefore I appeale to your con- 
{ciences, is not this Courage worth the having? worth 
the fecking? 

_ Secondly, Your Courage wiil hearten you in the weigh- 
tielt and difficulceft adventures, which the caufe and glory 
of God, the welfaire of his Church, the honour of the 
King, the peaccand profperity of the Kingdome may put 
you upon... Hefer was a woman, yet valiant, ‘Mult í to 
the King for my people; If J perih, I perifo. I will take my 
life in my hand and adventure : Nebemiab, had a hard taske 


toundertake, truly a dead peice of fervicetoferupon, yet 


notwithftanding being a couragious man, hee will hazard ~ 
his All, toobey the command ofhisGod,and to fetve the 
neceffities of his brethren. This is recorded for the evere 
lating credit of fome of the Servants of God, the Prielts, 
3 Chron. 26.17.18., And Azariah the Prie went in after 
bim and with him 4. ftore Priefts of the Lord that were Uaa 
liant men; and they withjlood Vizziah the King, and fait unte 
bim, it pertaincth not unto thee Vzziah to burne incenfe to the 
Lord. T: i 
Men of brave Noble Spirits will fpeake, whatfoever it 
«oft them, upona call from God, men of valour will ap« 
peare according to Geds command in fervices fad, and 
heavy, Wee fay, that a weil metled horfe, will take fòr- 
-ward, and draw ata ftanding tree, but that I fhall fpzake 
of in the next. | 
`- Thirdly, It will make us unwearied in our workes, 
though defired, and expe@ted fuccefle bee denied. You fee 
—_  °=#2 ae 
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jt (ome time; (My fimilitude is a plaine one, but beloved, it 


fully evidenceth. the thing I fpeake to, ) A Carre-horfe 


‘of good mettall, will plucke, and fall om his Knees, 


and np, and take forty pluckes at a fticking load, where- 
as.a Jade, ifit come not atthe firft twitch, goes back, back, 
and you cannot get him forward. Iuft thos isit witha 
Coward, if hee have not viéory at the firft skirmifh, hee 
will hardly make a fecond affault; if hee bee knecked 
downe, once, twice, or thrice, hee gives up altas loft, and 
is ready rorunneaway; but a man of aftout Spirit in fuch 
a cafe, will pluckt up heart, fight againe, fo long as hee can 
either ftand or‘{tirre. Thus Mofes hee goes, the firft, and 
fecond, and third, and. tenth time to Pharoah, notwith- 
{tanding brow-beatings, repulfes, threatnings. Thus faith 
the Lord, let my people goe, That was his meflage, cither 


it muft bee granted, or hee will not-ceafe his importunity. 


Jfraelhee comes for, and Z/raed hee will have with him, 
or elfe, hee will not leave Egypt. 

My beloved, let us bring this downe to our felves-: Ma- 
ny prayers wee have made, ‘and many fafts weehave kept 
for Sion >and before our deliverance bee compleat, wee 
know sot, how many placks wee muft yet have, and how 


many fhalt weetake to repaire the walles, and to reedifis. 


-~ & 


th: Houfe of Ged, in cafe, God give us this mettall, which | 


Jam commending: 
Fourthly, Courage will beea meanes to keepe us from 


‘eonfcience-wafting , and {candalous mifcarriages, What 


had become (thinke you) of Shidrack Mepþeck, and A- 
bcdnego? or what had become of Daniel; if they had not 
beene menof undaunted hearts? The one had given off 


doing his duty, prefenting his indebted: homage: to his 


God, hee muft not pray for the fpace of thirty dayes to his 


“God. The other three muft bow downein way of Ido- 


latry to an Idoll. But marke the Sparkling of their Spi- 
rits; Bee it keowne unto thee ô King, wee know God can deliver 
wsybuct if hee will not, wee will not fall downe, nor worship that 
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Imaze which thou haft fet up. They were by Courage kept 
out of the briers, and’ off the Rock, which might other- 
wifehave torne and broken them wofully, And Danie? 
was preferved from the neglect of his devotion to his 
God, by the fame meanes. =" i : 

` Fiftly, Believe it, that our Courage will daunt our Ad- 
verfaries,and drive them away;The Captaine of that black 
guard, (the Devill I meane) will give back, if ftoutly with- 
ftood:Refift him, aud hee will fles, fiand to it and bee will ranne 
away. ln like manner, will thofe, who march under his 
colours againft Gods people. Itis faidexprefly 1 Sam. 4. 
5. 7. when the Philiffines heard the I/raclites fhout, O 
fay they their God is among them, wo unto us, Without 
doubt, the very valour of Proteftants willbee the daun- 
ting of the Papis, Let thofe who appeare for Reforma- 
tion, maintaine their ground, and ths enemies thereof, will 
bee difcouraged , vanquifhed, 

~~ Laftly, I might adde, that our Courage will incourage, 
} know not how many, Onebold leader, will hearten hun- 
dreds, O faith Zazl, my bonds, and fufferings are famous,, 


they are manifeft in all the palace, and in all other places; - 


‘and many.of the Brethren “by reafon of my bonds Wax 


bold, and fpeake the word without feare, Phil. 1,12. 13. 
14. Ifyou would know what word? It was the word of 
Curist, who was denyed, derided, Now to fpeake 
for a Christ wher Pa#l is in prifon, and in bolts, and 


fetters for the word of Curist, was an ac of Man- 


= 


hood. And Panis. valour made them thus bold. The 
Cities Courage will mke the Countrey couragious. 
‘This truc valour that I fpeake for, may have influence 
t know not how farre, through the Kingdome in way of 
benefit, and advantaze. Therefore looke you to it, Quir 
your [elves like men, Be of ‘good Courace, 

The fecond motive, is taken from the confideration of 
the fad confequences of cowardlineffe. — - 
Fixit, A mans perfonall difcredit, call a Souldier a cra- 
j D 3 vant, 
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vant, and how doe you difgracchim? They would faine, 
(faith Nehensiah,) Put mee in feare, that they might have had 
fomewhat toreproash mee; Nehem, 6.13. ACaptaine, and 
a Coward, what a fhameisit? If you defire to maintaine 
your honour and reputation, in City and Countrey, hold 
up your hearts, Be men of valour. : 
Secondly, This is another a fad confequence of coward» 
lineffe, it may tend to make us unproftable,and unferviccae 
Matth, 25+ ble in cur places; J was afraid, and hid my talant, for I 
25: thought, thon waft a hard mafter. You know whofe {peech 
it was. When a man hath both oporturities and atilitics 
to doe, God and the King, the Parliamentand Kingdome, 
good fervice. God hath beftowed a good head-piece,much 
wifedome, an able body and healthfull, a trong arme, a 
valt eftate, a great command; and yet notwith{tanding, 
when the welfare of Churchand Common-wealth, call 
him to make appearance, hee drawes back, dares not bee 
feene, all his talents are tied in a napkin, there is nothing 
traded for God, becaufe hee is a Coward, and dares not 
looke ont of dores. There will bee a heavy reckoning for 
that man, Take hins,bind him hand and foste, Cowardlineffe 
makes men, though able, yet unprofitable, therefore take 
heed of it, . we a oe 
- Thirdly, The good caufes, which men owne and fa- 
vour, may receive-a great deale of dammage, and prejudice 
by the pofillanimity, the pooreneffe of the Spirits of them, 
that appeare therein, There was a notable piece of policy, 
in the endeavour of the rayling wretch Rabfbecah, to af- 
fright the Souldiers of Hezeki«b,2 Chr.3 2.18.7 his they did, 
that they might make us afraidand take our City, Coward- 
_Kineffé ties a mans hands behind him, that hee can doe no- 
_thing in the World, hee cannot keepe his ranck, and place, 
‘hee neither knowes when to charge, or difcharge, his 
hands quake, his eyes cannot fee, hee cries wheream 1? 
‘and what muft I doe? Thus all is loft, becaufe of cowardli- 
_nefle, it is a mighty difadyantage to bee a daftard. Cer- 
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tainely aman under the power of difmaying, in fearcsis — 


4carfea manin the ufe of his intelle@uals. 
Fourthly, What fad breaches. cowardlinefle, may make. 
upon us, both in regard of inne, and judgements, 1 know 
not. The fad example of Saint Peter is here confiderable, 
O what a wound did hee receive,’ by reafon of his unwore 
thy fearefulneffe; It colt him deare before the cut was cu- 
red. You know his threefold deniall of his Mafter, with 
the black aggravations thereof; Ol know him not, I am 
notany ofthem, youare miftak:nin mee, &c, But before 
thatbreach was, made up, | 
bitterly. _—— ; 

- Beloved,beloved, confider what I fay,many a man doth. 
that under the command of cowardlineffe, which is paine 
and anguifh in his heart tohisdying day. God is won- 
derfully incenfed, when men fhrinke from him, becanfe of: 


difficultics.and dangers, Feare not leaft I flay thee. Bec not.- 


difmayed at their faces ({aith God to Jeremiah, \ left I con- 
found theebefore them, Jer. 1. 17, When God cals often,. 


and cals loude upon men to take part with him, and yet. 


they flarinke and draw back, believe it, the danger is not 


little. You knew whofe fpeechit is; Jfyox wil deny mee Marke 8,383 


before men, I will deny yon before my Father, which-t in hede 
yen. 


`; A valiant Captaine, when the field is fought, and the 


viGory is got, bids, bring in that cravant, that milke-fop,. 
whodjd.runne away : Hiffe him, turne him out of doores, 
as the fhame of his Corntrey; when Chrift fhall come 
andicall, and fay to fome White-livered men,. you were: 
afhamed to appeare for the trict obfervation of the Lords: 
day, and you would not bee feene to favour the Reforma- 
tion, which by Esglands Parliament, at fuch a time was. 
endeavoured ,.and you would not labour to have the fan- 
Guary {wept from all’ pollutions, and you would bee at 
nocoft, to have Chrifts-coine, bear his ftamp-alone, to have: 
his ordinances pure without mixtures, but you would raz 
> therm 
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it cot him hot water, Hee wepe | 
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ther 7 ffachar-like, lye under burthens ,then ftrugele for de- 
liverance. You were afraid what might bee the iffueof _ 
your boldnefle in fuch bufineffes, if the times fhould turn, 
and thet) d2run another way, and matters change in finh 
and fuch a manner, And hereupon you {neakingly left 
the, and my caufeand glory in the open fields. Beloved, 
this will be an heavy hearing to the cowardly Apoftate 
at the laft day, when the fearetull , and the unbeleeving 
muft befent into the lake which burneth with fire & brime 
ftone, Therefore I intreat you againe , and againe,to cone 
fider wellof this matter, ` 2a | 

Lafily, how facre cowardlineffe may tend to difcourage 
others: I wifhyou toconfider : I here remember, that 
when J/raef of old , was to goc farth unto battaile , God 
commanded the officers to {peake thus unto th“ people, 
What man is th:re , that is feavefull , and faint hearied, kct 
him goe and returre unto his houfe , left his brethrens hearts 
faint (or melt) as well as his heart. 

Gentlemen , God forbid that you who are come hither 
to day , to acknowledge your felves bound to God for 


_your eftates,lives,and liberties,& to havethe word of truth, 


pre:ched and preffed upon you for your foules good. God 
forbid (I fay) that yeu who give good examples in many 


other kinds, fhould doeany thing which may tend to wea. 


ken the {pirits, and to dampe the courage of any, who fhall 

enquire, what doe they in London? © s 
Having thus farre perfwaded you, to pluck np. your” 

hearts, as itbecommeth Saints: I now intreat you, to 


-.. givems leave to counfell you, what courfeto take , that 


you may be couragious , and I promife to doe it, as with 
fincere reference to God, whofe fervant Iam, fo with 
unfained faichfulneffe to you whom! now ferve, 

What fhall wee doe, that wee may bee couragious ? 

My directions are in number ten, I will notbelongin 
any oneof them, becaufe I would notbe tedious, I hum- 
biy beg your beft attention, defiring to {peake to Ro 

a i oues 
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foules, and Ibefeech the Lord to {peaketomy heart, and’ i 


‘Ours. r i 
ý The firk helpe to Chriftian courage (which makes way 
for all the ref) is this: Labour clearly from Scripture 
grounds to evidence yout propriety in God, 

When David wasutterly undone in outward appearance 
at Ziklag being ftript of all outward comforts , and expe- 
éted that his brains ey aa o WER y (They 
talked of flonisg bim) David incouraged himfelfe (heecon- _ q. 7 
pi RM ftrengthened his heart ) ss the originall expref 1 Séh.3 046. 
feth it, inthe Lord Lis God : Is there not more in God, 
My beloved, I pray you put this queftien upon ferions de- 
bate in your owne bofomes, my God to hearten mee, then 
in mine enemies my greateft, my wortt enemics to difmay 
mee? Take the improvementof this point in two parti- 
culars, 
~ 1 Gods omnipotencysé 

2 Gods Omniprefence. i 

Eei not nai w in oa , then gern all the 
world, if combined together, Bee firong , and conuragious, c ; 
(faith Hezekia!) Be not afraidnor ‘nape » Sar the Ku f snes 
Affyria, nor for all the multitnde, that z with him |! for there 
be more with us, then with bins: with bims an arme of fef, 
bat with us is thè Lord our Ged to helpe us, and to fight our 
battai’es, end the pople refted themfelves upon the words of 
Hezekiah , King of Indah, At this time Senacherié had ray~ 
feda very great Army , as holy Hiftory reports: And ray- 
ling Rab/hekah was confident,’ that Ifracls God could not 
deliver ; yet you fee, that this thought. The Lord our God 
to helpe us, did fteele and ftrengthen their hearts, 

Tho knowledge of Dictic and Proprietic, will increafe 
magnanimity in a fearefull heart, whatare huge armies, 
ftrong fortifications.weapons of war, the ftrength, Rout- 
neffe, skill, or experience of common fouldiers, or warlike 
Commanders again the Lord Almighty? look back to the 
hiftory lalt mentioned where e tad, thatoneangelin one 

i nig 
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night killed five thoufand men in thehoft. of ithe King of 


E(2.37.35. Affyriz. By this example, gueffe at the ability of your; 


Toh 1.9, 


PaL 1.6. 


God , having made fure your intereft in him; and from: 
thence gather courage. - miy 
2 Astheability, {o the prefence of God bythe efficacy. 
of his all-ordering providenee, may hearten all them, 
whofe God hee is by fpeciall Covenant ; Have not Leom 


manded thee, be firong, and of a good courage , be not afrayd, 


_ neither be thou difmayed , for the Lord thy God iswith thee. 


whither foever thow goef. The Lord is with us, by the pre- 
fence of his fpeciall favour , in allour good undertakings 
whetherfoever wee goe, The Chrifian carries his com- 
mander , his refuge, his Cagle, his Ged along with him;. 
whether hee keepe in the Citie, or goe forth into the coun- 
trey; whether hee ferve by land, or by fea, his-God is [till 
at hand, Affurance therefore, that the al-fuffictent, al-pre-- 
prefent God is ours, will lay a good foundation for good 
courage: Thofe who adventure upon any fervice without: 
God going along: with them, may expect defeats ; not- 
` withftanding all meanes. of defence : and therefore’ noy 
murvell, if they tremble > But God taking part with hisy 
people, they may confidently from his prefengs expect de=- 
liverance, ?f it had not been the Lord who was onour fides, 
they had {wallowed us upquicke ce. buat bleffed be the Lond}. 
who hath not given us, as.aprey to thér teeth, God and hish 
people make one fides and becaule their helpe flaudethin thé: 
name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth ; therefore’: 
they have aboundant caulezo be of good courages `s. | 
Secondly, make fure, that the caufe you appeare in,is the: 
caufe of God, If a man marching to looke his enemies: 
inthe face , and:being about to begin the battaile; fhould 
. feelethe earth to fhake under him , and.the ground to fink, 
every foot hee fet: forward : O how would this daunt: 
him, and how would hisheart recoyle, and give in within: 
him? Obeloved, I befeech you,.he you weli confirmedam 
your owne hearts, that-youdoe ferye for God, It igs 
Fi Mek: ; ¿l 3 wW 1c: 
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“which was added togive Courage to them in Jebofaphat's 
tíme, when they were furrounded , with Ammon, aid 
‘Moab, and Mount Seiras if wee fhould fay, with i er- 
«marke and Franse, and Papifts athome, Well, faith the maa 


cof God, Hearken yee all Indab, and’ yee Inhabitants of 2 Chron, 203 
Jerufalem, and thou King Iebofaphat; Thus faith the Lord 15, &ce 


sunto you: Bee not afraid nor d:jJmaid, by refon of the great 
multitude for the battaile ts not yours but Gods. = 
Beloved, hee that hath a bad conf-ieneeyand a bad caule, 
ever fights asa Coward, and isready at every ftroketo lay 
downe his weapons and runne away.’ A true man wild 
_ ftand to it, come who may comé, for. his caufe. is juftifia- 
ble, and hee may with boldnefle owne it, but theives, if 
they heare any noife, any wh:fpering, they cry one to ano- 
ther, let tis haft and bee gone, for they know, their adven - 
tures wiwarrantable, When a man thus thinkes with 
himéelfe, being befet with dangers and difficulties, what 
if I fhould dye in this bufineffe ? could I with®confdensze 
owneit,at the Barreof Izsus Curist ? The incourage- 
ment of his owne confcience, will much embolden 
him; But if a mans ownc hearttell him; that ad venturing 
and dyingin a {ach caufe, e {hall finck into Hell,becaufehe 
oppofeth the Commands and Government ot Ie sas 
Curtis 7; the liberties, the comforts, the prayers of 
Gods people, how is irpoflisle, that hee fhould play the 
man,and bee truly couragiots? bima | one Uist! 
Thirdly, Confider ferioufly , the tany weighty cor- 
fequences of the good caufe, which from good grounds, 
on undertake to maintaine. Sit downe. and fadly thinké 
what will thé ifue bee, if you defert your Proteftation, 
whereby you bound your {eives, to Qand for the true Pro» 
teftant Religion, the honour of our King, the Priviledges 
of Parliament, the Lawes of the Land , and welfare of the 
Kingdome. Here itis notable, how the Philiffines hearte- 
ned one another, in- the day of their deepe danger, 1 Sami 
4.9. Be firoug, quit, your felves like men 0 Philiktins, that 
E 2 "ye 
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you bee not Servants to the Uebrewes; Quit your felvestike 
men and fight; Either pluck up your hearts, and fight now, 
or bee flaves for ever; that is the argument. 

And I pray yon, obferve how Joab pleads, When bee faw 
the battell before and bebind, 2 Sam, 10. 12. Be of good 
Courage, and let us play the men for our people, and for the 
Cities of our God. And that paffage, Nehem. 4.14, It 15 


` confiderable, as either of the former; 8 ce not afraid renseme 


ber the Lord which is great and terrible, and Sight for your 
Brethren, for your Sons, for your Daughters, for your Wives, 
and for your Houfes. 

Marke it, my beloved, and make application, whatif 
the Papifts fhould get the upper hand?- What ifthe Par- 
liament fhould bee diflolved ? What ifthe malignant par- 
ty fhould cftect their mifchievous defires ? Oh how darke 
and dolefull , how black and bloudy, would our times 
prove, we are all, many wayes cbliged to ftand for the go- 
vernment andworfhip ofthe Lord Chrift : for the fafery, 
and honour of our King, for the welfare of his three King- 
domes, for the Priviledges of our Parliament, and for our 
rights by Law; AH thefe are to bee prized at an exceeding 
high fate : our happineffe will bee great inthe enjoying of 
them,and our mifery not fmall, in the want ofthem. Eve- 
ry man according to his Relations and engagements, 
fhould seafon the cafe with himfelfe. What adventures 
fhould I make, and what hazard fhould 1 runne, that my 
felfe may notbeeenflaved, that my Wife -may not-bee abu- 
fed, my Children maffacred, and (which is above all, ), that 
Chrifts holy Religion may not bee corrupted, and that 
Popery may not bee introduced and eftablifhed in Eng- 
dand. Thus meditation upon the worth of the things to 
bee maintained, will bee a{peciall meanes to quicken and 
to augment Courage. 

Fourthly, Keepe Chrift your Captainein youreye: For 
true valour, there never was, nor ever fhall bee any like 
unto him. Gird:thy frrord upon thy thigh, @ toft mighty, with 


thy 
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thy glory and Majefty; and inthy Majefty ride profperonfly, 
iis ie band ‘toll teach thee Maher a gs 4 isis wi 
. 4. How valiant a Champion wasthe Lord I's sus! 
Hee endured the Croffe, and defpifed the pame; Hee went on, Heb.12.2, 
though dogges did barke, and Lyons did roare, though 
menreproachfully reviled him, and the Devils endeavou- 
red to devoure him; thongh the earth (as it were) did 
fhake under his feete, and the Heavens were black and 
thundring over his head. Although when his profeffed 
enemies had confpired his death, Judas did betray him,and 
his other Difciples did forfakehim, yea although his God 
and Father did hide his face from him, when hee anfwe- 
yed Divine Iuftice for our finnes, yet hee fhrunke not, hee 
drew not back, from the glorious works underta- 
ken. When outward dangers encompaffed him, and the 
forrowes of Hell taoke hold upon his Soule, though hee 
was apprehenfive, and fenfible ofall, unto the utmolt, and 
therefore both complained and prayed rohis Father , yet 
washe not difcouraged. Heedid not found,when hee faw 
his-own blond, yea although his body was wet all over with 
abloudy fweat,buthe worthily did wade through the floud 
of his appointed paffions, l 
Confider him, confider him, (beloved,} that you may 
not faint in your minds; when a fouldier fees his Cap- 
taine content to take up with poore provifions and un- 
daunted, though hee meet with hard fervices,harfh ufages, 
fore affronts, hee thereupon growes the more refolute. 
For thus hee reafons within himfelfe, My worthy Coin- 
mander, for his diet, takes up witha cruft of courfe bread 
anda little water, hee hath not beenc in bed thefe many 
nights, but Rill, either watcheth, or elfe, hee lies upon the 
ground, the cold ground,no wayes,no weather difcourages 
him, Winter, Summer, wet, or dry, fcorching heate , the 
‘pinching froft, are alike unto him : Bullets, blowes 
wounds, bruifes, broken bones, doe not caute him to found 
a retreat, to give-back, and {hall I thrinke? Beloved, if 
o By} O Chk 
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Chrift had fhruake when Heaven frowned, and men de= 
{erted and Devils oppofed him, what had become of you, 
and mee? ;Is this Chrift my Captaine? and hath hee Cape 
taine-like, Champion-like for mee both doneand iuffered 
thus worthily, thus incomparably, and fhall not I put on 
Courage,-and. fhew my feltea man ,a valiant man for him? 
I befeech you, confider this frequently and affetionatee 


Fiitly, I commend unto you, mutuall Chriftian com- 

munion, as-a ipeciall meanes’of Chriftian Courage. Inthe 

Prophet -A¢alachy his times, when wickednefie:, was 

Mal, 3+ 16+ srowen toagreat head, and the power of godlinefle was 
| difcountenanced in thim, then thofe that feared God, fpake 
often one to another. : " om 

A&. 28, 19,  WhenPewi after fhiprack, faw the brethren, who came 
Aa. 18, 5,20 lete him, hee tcoke Courage: And alfo, upon aftrong 
- *" difpare with fome who oppoted Crit, when Silas: and 
Timotheus were come, Paul was prefed ix Spirit God bee 

thanked for that unity and-love which is among you, 

amongtt you, the Aldermen and Commons of this City, 

unto whom. the Militia is committed; God continue it, 

God knit your hearts together more faft, and firme. from 

day to day : God give you when- you meete to confider 

ferioufly what may heat, and hearten your Spirits in the 

- way of Chriftian valour, according to that which this 

day I have preached, and according to that, which this 


. 


day weeallneeds i) fms tcp: s 
.. Weereadin J/ay 41. 6, ofa Company of Idolaters, ani- 
mating each other, in promoting’ Idoll-worthip. They 
helped every one his Neighbour yand every one [ayd to-his 
bro:ber, Bee of good Courage. So ithe. Carpenter encouraged 
the Gold fuuth, and hre.that [mootheth with the hammer, hsm | 
that [miteth with the anvil, Gt. ` ~ om 

‘Donotleffe, at this day, thofe whovenvy our hopes, and 
oppofe our peace, doe meete and hearten one another, both 
by words and actions. ‘God’ forbid therefore, ea , 
da -I ould | 
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fhiould bee more regardiefle of one another, having a bet- 

ter canfe,and more incouragements. . 

: Sixtly, fee faith on worke in the promifes of the Gof- 

pell, The worthies in the primitive times, waxed va- 

liant by meanes of faith; Hebr. 11.34; You may doe well -~ 
toinforme your felves, what the. Lord is pleafed to {peake 

in'the word of truth for your comfort. By the bondof 
hisownerich unchangeable grace, he is become your det=- x 
tour to doc: more then I can poffibly exprefie. Three j 
things I thought to have fpoken unto, under this dire- 

ction. 

» Firft, The promife of Gods: affiftance, Bee of good Cows 

rage and hee will firengthen thine heart. The {weet Pfalmift 
faw much fweetnefle 1n this, and therefore doth mention l 
it, once andagaine when the Soule faith, I-am ready to Pfalz. 144. 
fall downe, yet taking courage, to march forward, it fhall 

renew ftrength, it fhall receive an addition of new 

ftrength, Efa: 40. 31.. And that {peech af Solomon, Prov. 

Jo. 29, is very remarkeable. The way of the Lord: is 
firength to the upright. They goe on and gather ftrength, 

in going , they walke frons firength to ftrength, Pfalm,. 
84.7. Truly this is an heartening confideration. 

Secondly, The promife of good: fucceffe, Beloved,. 

Chriftians maintaining the canfe and minding the glory: 

of God, are asiure of vidory as ifnow they were finging 

the triumph, and going away as Conquerours. This. is 

moft certaine, for truth it felfe hath {poken it; I the World toh, 16, 333 
yee foall have afflittion, bee-of good chzere, or bee bold, I have j 
overcome the World, The Devill hath his deaths wound... 
Corruption hath (as it were) the knife at the heart of it, and- 

the power of wicked men is broken, they are but {prune 

ting and ftriving:for life. — | 

~ By this argument,the Lord heartened his fervant Jofbaas: 

Bee firong and of a good Courage, for unto this people 

Swale thon divide for an inheritanee y the laud which E- 

foare wire their, Favhers..t0 give thenz; Joh, 1. 6:-AS> 

al ong: 
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| though the Lord had thus {poken; although thou mayelt 


Rey, 3.2 o 


a Corts 58. 


Mazh,19,29¢ 


fight many battailes, receive many foyles, loofe many of 
thy fouldiers, yet bee: not difmayed, for certainely asa 
Conquerour, thou fhalt bring the people to Canaan. 

Thirdly, Then the recompence affured upon allthem, 
who ftoutly ftand to thecaufe of God, is more rich and 
large, then I can relate, To him that overcommeth, will I 
grant to fit with meein my Throne. And from this aflurance, 
the Apoftle Paal incourageth the Corinthians. Therefore 
my beloved Brethren, Bee yse fiedfaft, and unmoveable al- 
w yes abounding in the worke of the Lord, for as much, as yce 
know that your labour is not in vaine tn the Lord. God 
will requite all paines taken, all forrowes fuffered,and you 
that have loft houfes, or land, or father, or mother, or wife, or 
children, for Chrift, and his caufe, belides that inward peace, _ 
and tranquilitie and ioy, which an hundred fold exceed all - 
fublunary contents, to bee enioyed here, you fhall inherit 
hereafter everlafting life. And againe, feare none of thofe 
things which thou fhalt fuffer, Behold the Devill pal! caf 
fome of you into prifon.&c. Be thon faithful unto death, aud 
4 will give thee a Crowne of life. Feed on thefe promifes,for 
Cordials fow from them to cheere your drooping hearts, 
and to {trengthen courage, 

Seventhly inlarge your loue. If thofe hearts which now 
doe but drop love,might flow forth ftreames of love upon 
Gods caufe, our Kings honour,and the Kingdomes welfare 
how wonderfully would our courage be increafed. Both 
reafon and religion, wil give in manifold ftrong arguments 
to augment our love to our Prince, our Parliament , our 


_ peace, our priviledges, our pofterity : and doubtlefle our 


love and valour, will grow together, - 

‘Love will adventurefarre ; Women are the more feeble, 
the more fearefull Sexe, and yet loveina tender mother 
will produce bold adventures to fave the babe of her 
wombe, The timorous mother, who is wont to trem- 
ble at the report ofa Musket, will amol come tga Can- 
z A D „nons 
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Nons mouth to fave her Child from being broken in pee- 
ces: Love doth it.- 
Have you not inthe countrey fometimes feene an Ewe, 
in defence of her lambe, to turne head upon a mative dog, 
and toftampe, although at other times, thebarking of a 
little whelpe, will make a whole flocke of them to runne 
away. O, lovedothit. Andthe poore Hen, fhee will fy 
at the Kite to fave her brood ; Love doth it. O that you 
and I had this Love; Love to Zion, to the Gofpel of peace, 
Love to Chrift , and the pure ordinances of grace: Love 
will make brave and bold adventures. 
And asit will adventure farre, fo it will endure much, 
and long, The Apoftle faith, Charity beareth all things, |. gay 
endureth all things, /acob though he had tedious dayes,and © “9% *3°7° 
weary nights, a fore fervicé under a fowre Vncle, a chur- 
lilh Mafter, yet he ferved (even yeares for Rachell , and they 
Seemd sntotim, bur afer dayes, for thetive be hadtoher. os. 103 
Love ss fhrong as death , many waters sasnot quensh love, 7 an 
acither can the flouds drowne it ; sf a man would give allithe 
Subfpance of his houf: for love , it would utterly be contemntd, Gant,3. 6.7; 
What if one fhouid come to a woman, and make this mo- i 
tion, be content that your child be torne in peices, and here 
is a thoufand pounds for you. Her anfwer would be ready, 
Not for athoufand worlds : yea, fhee would almoft fpit 
in bis face , who fhould preffe {fuch a propofition, what 
rend my child in peices? There is nothing can conquer 
love : fo it would be with us , in ref:rence to Godscom= 
mandements, theliserty of Gofpel ordinances : No pro- 
mifes, no threatsyno means, fayre, or fowle would take us 
off from appearing in the defence of them, if our hearts 
Were more enflamed with love. — 
Eightly, Walke exactly , keepe your confciences cleare, 
Notable is that dire€tion of the Lord, Deat.13,8.Y¢ Jhal 
keep all the commandements which! command you this day tat 
yen may be firong s Suppofea a who hath a wound, or 
: ay 
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an impoftu mated {welling on his body, thould goeinto 


the Campe, if any tonch him, hee skritcheth, and hecries, 
come not neareine, youknow the reafon , and the appli- 
cation is familiar and eafie to the pointin hand, wounds 
in our confciences, will make us timerous and cowardlysbut 
The Righteous is as,boldias a lyon: He that walkes up. 
rightly, walkes boldly. Take a man who hath no broken- 
neie, no boyles, no blanes, nobruifes, handle him, fhake 
him, crufhhim, crowde him , thruft him, cafthim: note 
withilanding he can better bearcall this rugged ufage,then 
another can a fillip with the finger. I befeech you mind the 
application of this, forthe Lords fake take heed, make 
not inroads, and breaches upon your confciences , goe not 
againft your light, for guilt will make you cowardly, Adams 
as foone as hee had finned he runs and puts his head ina 
bufh, what was the matter? hee heard a whiftling wind, 
and hee runs away : What haft thou finned , faith God 2 
I, that is the matter. For if Adan had kept his heart found, 
if-hee had not finned, hee woud with boldneffe have en- 
countred with any approaches, cither of the. creatures, ox, 
his Creator, 
Ninthly , Improve your experiences, It would bee of 
fingular ufe to us, tobeltow many houres , both together, 
and afunder , in recounting the many great things: which 
the Lord hath done for us,doth in former times, &-of laters 
wehave nationalldeliverances Citie deliverances, F amily 
mercies & perfonal mercies to improve providence: Give 
me leave to calto mind two mof feafonable now tobe re- 
snembred,cofidering the end of our affemblingat this time: 
Lam credibly informed that your felvs who are here to ho- 
nour God for your health continued peace maintained, lives 
lengthened, had that day when you wereabroad,two no- 
table experiences of Gods providence for your prefervae - 
tion; 1, There were muskets broken in the field and yet nei» 
ther the Muskettiers, nor any neare them received the leaft 
harms , although the throng of people was very great: 


Migh; 
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‘Might not fome mens cyes, limbs, or lives have been loft, 
‘by fuch accidents ; if the all-ordering hand of the Al- 
mighty had not prevented fuch like dangers. The other 
palfageof divine providence is moreremarkeable, 

2 Gods hand turned afide gracioufly , aad ftrangely , a 
kindled match which was calt towards a basket fullof 
Gunpowder, which ftood in the field for that dayes fer- 
vice, From what malicious heart, and by what mifchie-- 
vous hand this match was caft, the Lerd hee knoweth, 
whom-wethis day magnifie, as the God of our falvations, 
`. Beloved, the rememtrance of duch like providences, 
fhould incourage our adventures for the Lord. whof: hand 
hath diverted many unfeen, & unexpected dangers, But 
I had almoft forgot to givein my proof, that the improve- 
ment of experienc:s,increafeth courage. 1 pray you obferve 

Stino. 10.256 And I foua faid unto them feare n:t snor bee 
difmayed , be firong avdof good courage s for thus fhall the: 
Lord doe toall your enemies ,« gainf whom yee fight. 
~ Oar God hath many. times difappointed the defignes of 
our enemies :. many of them who hated us, and endeavon- 
_ red our undoing , and-defolation , baye beene difcovered 
and brought to Mame, the Lord hath trampled upon them Í 
glorioufly. Thefe meditations enlarged by particular preg- 
nant inftances, I commend unto you, as meanes to increafe 
your courage, 
“~ Laftly, when ever you have occafion to fhew your cou-- 
rage,goe ont felfe denyingly in the ftrengthof your God, 
Be firong in the Lord, and in the power of bss might, Ephef 6. 
- 10, Through Godse Jhaldoe valiant y, Pfal.60 32, David! 
was aman, as in other kinds, fo 10 this imitable ; when hee 
came againft Goliah (who threatned to pluck him in pei- 
ces, as a Faulkoner doth a bird } his words are very cbfer= 
yal le, Thos commef to m: withalwid andwith a fpeare, 135am.17: 45}: 
avdwitl afoield ‘but I come to theeinthe nare of the Lord f 
boft- , he od of the Armies of I -ael, whom hou haf defra. 
Let thefe be the breathing: of your ules, Sone truf in Cha- 
riots, andom in borfes, but ee wil rom:mber the name F 
A tbe 


a 
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Good Courage difsovered and incouraged, 7 


tie Lord our Gol, They are brought Fin T> ata fallen, bus 


neare rifenan- frandupright, Save Lord, let tke King heare 
- us when we call, 

: Thus be carefull to make addition of prayer, unto all the 
other meanes of Chriftian courage. Pray heartily, felfe- 
denyingly, and believingly, Advance God, and plead 

_ his promife; and expect affittance according 
to his promife. Br of good courage, and s 
he feall firengthez your beart all 
Jee thathope inthe Lord, 


FINIS. 


eeel 


Itis ordered by the Committee, of 
the Houfe of Commons in Par- 
lament concerning priating , 
thatthis Booke intituled, Good 

Courage difcovered, and incoura- 
red,be printed, 1 


Jobn White, 
26. May, 1642, p 
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HE i 
HONOVRABLE HOVSE 
of Commons nowaflembled 

| in PARLIAMENT; 


S| FSC to rheir feverall inflinéts, feeke. 
31 KSR the prefervation of themfelves. 
| | Raves Nature bath taught thofe which 
_ are void of veafon, to make ufes 
i of fuchfbelters as common provi- 
dence hath provided. The Conies((aith Solomon) 1193% 
are buta feeble folke, yetmaketheytheirhou. ` 
fesintherock. And the Pfalmisttelleth us, that. 
the highhilsare a refuge for the wild Goats, os 
Men in like manner acted by different principles be- 
takethemfelves to different waies of defence, The Pro. 18. 
rich mans wealth is his ftrong City, and as an *™ 
high Towerin his conceit.Some/broud themfelys -| 
under the authority of greatones, as Birds buildin Dan.4- 
the branches, and Bea(ts feck fhadow under the. 1" 
boughs of high and {preading Trees, 
A2 iV hess 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


“When Abi imelech encamping against-T hebez had 


Jedg.o. 
JOSI. 


Pro.18. 


Lo, 


Nah. 3. 
i232. 


PR20 


Pf.60. 
FI. 
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takenit, all the men and women fled into the 
trong Fowertbat was within the City, 

But the regenerate being raifed by the fpirit of race ’ 
above the world chey are carried beyond al things on 
this fide God for the fecuring of their comforts and. 
E oftheir perfons, The name of the 
Lordisaftrong Tower, the righteous runneth 
intoit andis fafe. Vito this refuge(which is above 
allothers,and better then allosbers) my Text and my 

ermon direcketh Gods oppreffed people, This Text 
was judged feafonable when I preached upon it, for 
thenthe times began to be lowring : the improvement. 
of this Dothrine, is now become more nsceffary, be- 
caufe our dangers areincreafed,and fomefufpect that 
England á ehreatned with a lbowre of bloud. 

The words of the Prophet Nahum’ to Nineveh. 
arenoteable. All thy {trong holds thall bee like - 
Fig-trees,with the firk ripeFigsif they be haken 
they thalleven fall, And therefore our fouls fhould 
fay, fome cuttin Chariots and fome in horfes, 
but we will remember the name ofthe Lord our 
God, Give us help from trouble, for vainis the 
helpofman, When Godhad delivered David 
fromthe hand ofall hisenemies, andfrom the 


pCr8tit hand of Saul he fill refolves to have fleddy referen= 


Ces 


O . - 
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ces unto his Majefty for future defence. The Lerd ya, 
 ismy Rock and myFortrefleand my Deliverer, 
my God, my ftrength in whom i will truk, my 
Buckler and the horne of my Salvation, and my 
high Tower, I will call upon the Lord How 
much more doth it now concerne us (being furvoun- 
ded with dangers )to make bast to Heaven for deli- 
everance. For our helpeisin the name of the 
Lord who made Heaven and * arth, m: 
By fþeedy Repentance we run tö God and if were- 33,25. 
turn unto the Almighty,he willbe our Defence. 
By afirme fiduciall adherence unto the word of pro- 
mife wemake our abode with his bighneffe. He that ye, 
dwelleth inthe fecret place of the moft High, $ j 
fhall lodge under the fhadow ofthe Almighty, 
Iwill fay ofthe Lord he is my Refuge and my 
Fortrefle, my God in himwill{ treft, hee fhalt 
cover thee with his feathers, and under his wing 
fhalt thoutruft, histruth fhall be thy Shield and 
Buckler, The Magazineand Militia of the world 
és inthis Cafile withthe Lord of Hofs andit ts ex 
ercifed by the prayers of bis people. Prayers draw 
forth the Armies of theliving God.I can pray to my 4... 4¢ 
Father (faith Chrifl)and he fhall prefently give 53. ` 
me more then twelvelegions of Angels. 1, The 
Hofts fent from Heaven upon prayer are Angels, 
A 3 which 


Pi124. 
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whichexcellin firength, For one of them in one night 
killed a hundred fourefcore and five thoufand rvali- 
antmen, za Noleffe then twelve legions are fet 
on worke by meanes of prayer : A legion is judged 
to be fix thoufand Foot and [even bundred Horfe, ac~ 
cording to which computation this Army of Angels 
raijed by prayer is exceeding great. 3, This great 
Army. is by prayer difpatch d from Heaven in an in- 
flant, and he fhall prefemly give me, c, 
Luther called bis groanes and prayers Guns and 
instruments of Warre. Chriflians in the Army of 
Marcus Aurelius by prayer prevailed witoGod both 
to giyeraine torefrejh the Army and to cast downen 
baile with thunderbolts upen the enemy, whereup- 
owthey were honoured with that title, Legio Fulmi- 
oe 8-6 ‘natrix, David fecanzth to fugge/? [ome fuch confe- 
7’ quences of his prayers intimes of danger: In my di- 
ftrefle called onthe Lord, c, then the Earth 
aa. fhookeandtrembled, the Foundations alfoof 
the Hils moved and were haken : There went 
up a{moake out of his noftrils and fire out of his 
mouthdevoured. TheLord alfo thundredin 
the Heavens and the highelt gave his voyce, 
haile-ftones and coales of fire, yea he fent out 
his arrows and featteredthem, and hefhotout 
Jightenings and dilcomfired them. Preces & 


lachry- 


——<—=— 


xe, lll li a 
P The Epiftle Dedicatory, 
lachrymæ funt arma Ecclefix , and with fuch 
weapons {most Noble Senatours ) 1 ans perfuaded 
gow be as well guarded, as ever any Aljembly in 
the world, The bearts of many thoufands doe daily 
put you into the armes of omnipotency, and inte the 
bofome of the Lord of Hofls. This one thought 
(which is much inferiour unto many other encourage- 
ments) might be fuffictent to beare up your fpirits a= 
bore all diffiowlties, whicheanencounter you in at- 
tending upon the wellfare of this Church and Com- 
mon-wealth, Your; elves. have tafled the firft 
fruits of Faftingand Prayer in many-fold experi- - 
ences + Be confident there is a full Haryeft bebind, | 
which willabundantlyrecompence all your great la- 
bours and adventures for God and hispeeple. p 
Many of my Reverend Brethren, have prefented 
you with their rich gifts, with which they fercved - 
you at your monthly Fafts: And now Lhumbly ten. 
dermytwo Mites. Your acceptance is..my-fatis- 
faction, and if this my poore labour of muchlove 
and duty, fball contribute any ‘whit unto thes 
publicke good ( at which Llevelled in it ) it will 
be no {mall addition to my joyes: 
The Lord direct your Counfels by bis wife- 
dome, protect your Perfons by his power, and 


profa - 
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profper all your, worthy endeavours by his bief- 


fing, according to the riches. of his glorious 
gracc in LESVS CHRIST, in whom I 


Your Servantinall faithfulneffe, 


butin much weakneffe 
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Psat, 9.93. 


The Lordalfo-wil be atefuge for rhe opprefied, a rea 


fugein times of trouble, y 


His Pfalme is almoft altogether 
Eucharifticall, for it containing 
twenty verfes, onely three of 
them are {pent in prayer, w. 13, 

He; 19,20. theother 17. are beftow- 

eg ed inthank{giving. 

Me, Andcertainely there is much 

Chriftianity, much Chriftian po- 
licy inweaving and working praifes and prayers into 
tach'other. For as God is highly honoured by prayer, 

Pfal. 116.13,14. What fhall I render to the Lord for 

ali his benefits towards me (faith David ) his anfwer 

followes, Iwill call upon the Name of the Lord, a 

am & ~% B Se 


Phso.ts. 
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So Prayer proves the more prevalent, being ac- 
companied with prayfes; becaufe when glory. is re- 
turned unto God for favours formerly afforded, his 
Majefties great defigne is ferved and his expeGati- 
on fatisfied. Iwill deliver and thou fhalt glorifie meo, 
whereupon the thankfull Petitioner may moft hope- 
fully expect chefpeeding of his great petitions at the 
throne of grace. à 

Letus learne this pious policy, this religious Rhe- 
torick in our addrefles unto God, (viz.) to preface, 
to put on our fuites of greateft concernment with 
thaokfgivings tothe Lord, for the great thiggs alrea- 
dy doneamongft us, by hisapparant and remarkable 
providences, 

‘The Occafionofthe praifes in this P/alme prefen- 
ted (as itis generally conceived) was fome glorious 
gegerall deliverance from fome very deepeand defpe- 
tate dangere And fome Interpreters conjeénre, that 
the killing of Golath and the overthrow of the, Pil. 
Stines, asa confequence of that victory, occafioned . 
this part of holy Scripzure. 

* One ground of this conjecture, is, from thefe words - 
in thetitle fet before the Pfalme, Victori fuper Math- 

Labben, or fuper morte Labben, To the chiefe Mofiti- 

anupon Msth-Labben, For Muth in Hebrew figni- 

fies death, and Labber they take to bethe name of that 

Champion, that Giant, that Monfter of men, who 

defied the hoaft ofthe living God. 

From hencenote by the way two things, 

1. Thatthe enemies of Gods Zfraelare put to flight 
‘by the downfall. oftheir Champions. An Antichri- 


ftian party may better be plucked downe, ifthe heads 


ef that faétion be removed. 
2. That. 


a A ee rrp ironacisesraneesa ay =p es i, 
beforethe Commons House of Parliament, 3 


2e That the death and downfall of Ifraels enemies 
draweth forth praifes from the righteous, 

Inthis P/alme, David that fweet Singer of Ifrael, 
praifeth God, both in regardof the beautifull, ufefull 
excellencies,which heefpied in him, ard alfo in re- 
{pec of therenowned Acts which had beere wrought 
by him. i 

Y ie may be fome heere prefent, becaufe of this 
which [ have fpoken, beginto queftion my difcretion 
inthe choyce of this Text this day. For how unfea- 
fonable (may it be obje@ed) is afubject of Thankef- 
giving, for the fervice of heart humbling. Give me 
leave therefore (Right Honourable) before. I proceed 
to prevent this prejudice. 

Whereas the three chiefe fervices of this day are, 

1. Heart humbling. 

2. Humble hopefull praying. | 

3» Confcientious Covenant renewing. All thefe 
are much promoted by fucha fubje@. 

Forthe firft, what meditations more melting to thaw . 
downethe icy, the frozen f piritsthen Gods mercies, 
what confiderations can more kindly,more throvehly 
breake the finners heartthen the excellencies and kind- 
neflesof that God who hath beene by finne difhonou- 
an 

- For the 24. what arguments will more forcibly 
draw ferth the foul in holy fuites beforethe Lord,then 
his abilities to beftead us in all concernments, and our 
experiences of his readineffeto lay forth himiclfe for 
our comfort in former times. 

For the 34. How fhall a Chriftian be foonerconque- 
red, togiveup felfeuntothe moft High by folemne 
Covenant, then by the apprehenfion ofthe full ae 

B2 3- < 
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< Pa to bee enjoyed, in enjeying his Maje- 


My Text contains ene intire Propofition. The Lord 
pil e á Refuge for the “sie in times of trouble, +: 

Wherein 1. The Subje&. 2. The Predicate are 

confiderable. 

The Subjeé hath in it much fowreneffe, forit fuge 

-geftethunto us, Gods owne people in a fad, in a fufte- 
ring condition, Oppreffed and ix trouble, 

The Predicate comprizeth more {weetneffe, for it 
propoundeth Almighty God asthe happieft harbour 
for his poore people to put intoin ftormy weather, ot. 
rather (that I may holdtothe Metaphor in my Text) 
it direéteth the oppreffed {oule untothe fafelt refuge to: 
run into in daies of ruinating dangers. The Lord will 
rah a refuge for the opprefed, a re age in times of Tron- 

le, 


a -My Text holdeth. forth two Truths, openand appa 
rant unto every eye. 
1.That trouble and oppreffion may be the condition of Gods , 
owne peculiar peoples 

2. That the Lord will be.a refage unto bis arpa 
people in times of trouble, 

‘My purpofe is to profecuteborh thele poiats at this: 
time, being both profitable and feafonab'e, I fhall fay: 
theleffe of the former, becaufe onely implyed ; but 
I will be largerinthelatter, becaufe openly expreffed: 
and chiefly intended. The firft truth which craves: 

Deff.1, your attention is this, That oppreffion and trouble ti 
be in this world the portion of Gods children. 

In the handling hereof, 1 fhall, 1. Interpret TA 
words. 2. Confirme the DoGrine. 3. Eadeavourto: 
purall iato pra&ife by application. . À 

m 4 ss, Ther 
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There are 2, wordsto be opened. ; 
‘Pirlt, oppreffed. The original! word here ufed mh 
I find tran{laced in holy writ. 1.Brokendown, Thon haf Pige 190 
fore broken (or broken us downe) in the place’ of Dra- 
gons, and covered us with the fhadow of death. . 
2. Sore broken, 7am feeble and fore broken, I have vt 38.8: 
roared by veafon of the difquictnefve of my heart. 
And the fulneffe of its-fignification, may be fetched « 
from the reot,whence it is derived, which is varioufly 
rendred-in facred Scripture. : 
“1. Tocrufh. i 
His children are farre from fafety, and they are crafha 
edin the gate, neither is there any to deliver them, 
2. Tocrufhunder feet, | 
Tocrufh ander his feet all the prifoners of the Earth. Lam3 34.2 
“3. To {mite downe unto the ground. i 
The enemy hath perfecated my foule, be hath [mitten PE 143:3 
ony life downe tothe ground, | l i 
4. To breakeintopeecess * l 
They breake in peeces thy peopled Lord. © Pi.g4-$ 
Allthefeareapplyable, toexpreffe the fad condi- 
tion of Gods fervants in regard of oppreffion ; they 
may bee crufhed by intollcrable loades laid upon: 
them, they may bethrowne into the duft bythe hand 
of violence, they may be fore broken, broken into 
peeces inregard of all their outward comforts, by the 
prevailing power of cruell enemies, ~ 
© The 24, word to beinterpreted is Trenble TY which - > 
[findetranflaed, 
r. Af &ion i i. 
Inall iheir affliction, he was afflidted, 1f2.63 g 
2e a. 
«As the Lordliveth who hath redeemed my foule from all’ 
adverfity. B 3 a $ DA ele 
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3. Tribulation. l 
Iuro.4  Goeandcry untothe gods whom you have chofew,les thena 
deliver you in the time of your tribulation, 
4. Diftreffe. i 
PLI8.6. In my diftre(fe I called uponthe Lord. 
5. Anguifh, . 
Gen.42. We are verily guilty concerming our brother, it that 
an we faw the anguilh of his foule, &e- 
6. The pangsof a womanintravell. — 
tfaug There are my loynes filled with paine, pangs have tae 
ken hold upon me, as the pangs of a woman that tra- 
velleth. 
And it is derived of a root which fignifiethto be- 
fiege, and is fo rendred in holy writ. 
Ierg22. The King of Babylons Army befieged Ierufalem. 
All thefe words, tell us, what fore troubles may 
overtake and take hold onthe peopleof God. Many 
and heavy may be the the affliétions of the godly. 
They may be purfued, overtaken, trampled upon, 
grievoufly pained, filledwith inward anguith, and be- 
- fieged on every fide with tribulation and difiseffe. — 
pori The proofe of the point followes, 1. By Scripture, 
2. By Reafon. 
By Scripture.- 
Firft more generally. Take notice of the com- 
ptas aa, plaint of Gods Church. Wherefore hideft thou thy face. 
4424 and forgettest our afflidtion and our opprefion: For our 
. foule is bowed downe to the duft, our belly cleaveth unto 
as, ‘the earth. And the Pfalmitt reporteth thus much. 
P1°7.39 They are dimini (hed and brought low through oppref iow af- 
‘fiction and forrow. i 4 
Secondly and more particularly. The fervants of 
-Godmay be troubled and oppreffed. 


I. In 


beforetbe Commons Houfeof Parliament. = 7 — 


1. Intheir credit by falfe and injurious accufations, 

Davids adverfaries charged him with murtherous and 
traiterous defignes, Becanfe of the voyce of the enemy, PL55.36 
tecaufe of the oppreffion of the wicked for they caft ini-* 03 $0 tte 
guity upon me, Falfe witne(fes (or witnelfes of wrong) 

did rife up, they layed to my charge, things that I knew 
nob 

2. Intheir outward eftates and perfons, as by hea- 
vy impoficions and fore exactions, fo by the oppref 
fing word, and bloody warre. 

The Prophet 4mos cryed out inhistimes, ofthem Am 4.1. 
who oppreffethe- poore, and crufh the needy, Who fold the Gha-2.6,8 
righteous for filver, and the poore for apayre of (hoves, 

Who layed themfelves downe upon cloathes layed to pledges 

And the Prophet Jeremiah often fpeakes of the op- 
preffing Sword reaching Gods Ifrael, «Arife and 1er.46.16. 
let us goe againe to our owne people, and tothe Landof 
our Nativity from the oppreffing Sword : For feare of 
the oppreffinge Sword they fhall turne every one to his 
People, 

4 In their foules by violent perfecutions, dri- 
ving them from the houfejand worfhip of God. David’ 
he figheth forth this fad complaint when by the ma- 
lice of blood-thirfting Saul, he was driven into the 
wilderneffe when faine hee would have convers’d 

with God in his holy place. Why goe I mourning Ph4-9- 
(faith he) becaufe of the oppreffion of the enemy, ä 

The fore-going verfes tell us that atthis time Da- 
wid was-banifhed-from the publick Ordinances of 
God formerly enjoyed. And in the following 
Pfalme he makeththe like complaint upon the {eife 
fameground. 

Why goe I mourning becaufe of the oppreffion of she Phazz 

| CHEM » 
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enemy. 0 jend ost thy light aid thy trush , let them 
bring mee wato thy hoiy Hill, and to thy Taberda- 
i cles. : 1 
Our owne times havegivenin too many inftances 
of grievous cpprefions of all thefe kindes, which 
shave pinched the people.of God, and therfore I fhall 
-not need by way_of prooferofayany more. >a 
The Grounds whence it is thatthe condition of 
Gods dearek {ervants may be thus calamitous aretwe, 
Rofi. From God fharply cortecticg them for their evils, 
Pi19949 Therefore ws the wrath of the Lord kindled. againft his 
“4 i People, cind he gave them tuto the hand of the Hea- 
8: then 3 and they that hated them ruled over them. Their 
enemies alfo oppreffed them, and they were brought in- 
to fubjection ander their hand, | 
That paffage.in the Prophecy of E/aiah, I may not 
pfi over in filence, becaufe it is fo pregnant ro the 
Eag. pointinhand, This is a People robbed and fpoyled, 
they are all of them fared in holes, and they are hid 
~an prifon houfes, they ave for a prey, and none deliven - 
wer24. peth, fir a fpeyle and none faith Restore. Who gave 
‘Jacob for a fpoyle, and \fael to the Robbers, did not 
the Lord againft whom we have fiened ? for they wonld 
got walke in his wayes, neither were they obedient to bis 
3% Law : thevefore he poured upon hira the fury of his an- | 
ger and the firength of battle, and it bath fet him on 
fire round about. l 
Reaf.2, 2. From malevolent mifchievous men maligning 
them for their goodaefle. For thy. fake are we killed 
Plagas GH the day long, and we are accounted as fheepe for the 
flanghter. Why mutt Shadrach, Mefback and rda 
bednego be cah into the fiery fornace? becaufethey | 
weuld not idolatroufly bow. tọ the Image thgt was 
| al fee | 
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fet up. Why muft Dasiel be chrowne into the L yons 
Den ¢ becaufe hee would not draw backe from do- 
ing homage and devotion in wayes of holy prayer un- 
to his God. l 

The Application of the Point followeth, and it 
may fundry wayes be {eafonably ferviceable to our 
foules. 

Hence we may pueffeat the hainoufneffe of finne, 
for which we cometo be humbled this day atthe foot 
ofthe Lord. 

` Should we fee a wife, patient and a loving faher 
caft his child tothe ground, bruife his ficfhand break 
his bones by blowes, we would be confident the of 
fence was foule ; fucha Father is Ged unto his Peo- 
ple, and yetthusbe fometimes deales with them, as 


Ufer. 


the Scripturesalready cited doe evidently and abun- 


dantly witnefle. Herein confider the carriage of divine 
Providence towards Ioh, though he was the Phenix of 
the world for Piety, none like him upon Earth, aman 
perfectand upright, who feared God and efchewed 
evill; yet was he opprefled in his eftate, broken in 
his Pofterity, blemith’d in his credit, bruis’d in his 
body, and wounded in his {pirie. And yet marke in 
this his deplorablecondition what was {poken for his 
humbling. Know this thas God exacteth of thee lefe 


then thine iniquity deferveth. Tob 11.6, 


This meditation may be of fingular and feafonable 
vfe to helpe forward penitentiall heart-ake for our fins 
thisday. Had we fpoken, ordone fomewhat incon- 
 fiderately for which the high Court of Parliament 

might juftly by imprifonment confine our Perfons, by 
fines ruinate our fortunes,by fettingusupon the Pillo- 
ty expofe us to reproach wae derifion, or by painfull 
race 


ee - m amma ee o 


geeen? 
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racking, torment our bodies, how would blufhing 
cover our faces and our knee bones knocke ene agamht 
another: Now my Beloved our finnes, perfonall fas, 


Family finnes , City finnes, Country finnes, King- — 


dome finnes, Pride, Paffion,Prodigatity,Hypoerify, 
Oaths, Blafphemy, polluting Gods Ordinances, Sd- 
crilegious lavifhing cut holy time, doe expofe ús to 
much more mifery then Fean mention, unto more hea- 
vy oppreffions then my language can reach unto ¢ and. 
fhall we not be deeply humbled before divine Majefty 
from whom fuch fad things have many thoufand 
waies, and morethen many thoufand times beene de- 


2.° This DoGrine fomewhat difcovereth the exeee- 
ding,exceeding fad condition ofthe wicked, for doubt- 
leffe their cafe is much more uncomfortable then the 
worft eftate that Gods owne People can poffibly be 


eaftinto: Holy Scripture doth hold forth this infe- . 


rence, Behold the righteous fhall be recompenced in the 


Earth, bow much move the wicked and the Sinner? 


The Apoftle Peter {peaking of the fiery tryall, - 


which the faithfull in thoferimes were put upon, he 


-argueth in rhis manner. Ti be time is come that judge- 


ment muft begin at the Boufe- of God, and if 1e ftf be- 
gin ab ws, what fall be the end of thes who obey not 
the Gofpell of Ged. Andis there not abuadant reafon 
to make good this conclafion. — : 

r. If Godaftiend, a Father affi@ thus feverely, 
whatvwill he doe, when as an enemy he commeth ar- 
med with fury. por the wicked be fhalb raine faares, 


fire and brimffane, anda horrible (or burning) rempeft, 


this fhall be she: portion of their cup. J 
- 2. Ifthe Lord'haviag his juftice fatisfied doth deale 
l thus 


——— 


| 


— 
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thus roughly with his owne People endeavouring 

their good, what will he doe (thinke you) when as 

an angry Judge he commceth in extreme rigour, to take 

vengeance, and to make men miferable. IFI whet my 

glittering Sword, and my hand take hold on judgement, Devt.3t. 

I will. vender vengeance to mine enemies, and will reward i 

them that hate mee, I will make mine arrowes drunke ` l 

with blood and my Sword fhall devoure flef and that with — 

the blood of the flaine and ofthe Captives, from the be- 

ginning of revenges upon the enemy. You whofe con- 

iciences.tell you, you have fleighted Gods governe- 

ment, obfcured his excellencies, difhonoured his 

name, I befeech yoube perfwaded from this which 

hath beene {poken torepent, andto amend this day. 

Reme r that God # angry with the wicked every 

day, oe turne not be will whet his Sword, he hath 

bent his Bow and made it ready, he hath prepared for nce 

bim inflruments of death, he ordaincth bis Arrowes a= aie P 

gainft the Perfecutours. | 

_ I conclude this Ufe with the Caveat given by the 

Pfalmift, Now confider this, yee that ferget GOD; 

wi I teare you in peeces, and there bee none to de- Pesonn 

iver, e pyan 

This meditation may be of fpeciall ufe to Ranch 

murmuring, and to ftrengthen Patience under our 3. 

prefent Preffures. The auchour of the Epiftle to «he 

Hebrewes maketh this improvement of this Doctrine. 

Wherfore {eeing we allo are compa(fed about with fo great 

a cloud of Witne(fes, let us ranne with patience untothe 

wace that is fet before ws. The witnefles to whom hee 

hath reference were with their fore fufferings pointed 

at inthe preceding Chapter. : 7 
And the argument will.come: home. with ftrength 

ax: 2 upon 


Heb.12.£. 


=e - 
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upon our hearts, if we take notice ofa double diffi ni- 
litude or difference between our felves, and chofe fuffe- 
rers in the Primitive times. i 
1. Our Preffures are lighter. 
2. Their Graces were higher, 
Firft, Their grievances were heavier then any that 
we through Gods long-fufferance as yet lye under : 
rebar. For they bad tryall of cruell mockings and fcourgings, 
ver36,37 yea moreover of bonds and imprifonment, they were flo- 
ned, they were fawne afunder, laine with the Sword, 
they wandred about in sag , Goate-skins, being 
destitute, affli ed, tormented, | / 
Secondly, Their worth was greater, then our mo- 
ver.38. defty will fuffer usto fay we have yet attained : Of 
whom (faith the Apoftle ) the world was not worthy. 
Thofe who were beyond the worlds worth, yet were 
thus inhumanely, thus barbaronfly dealt with. Let 
this be thought upon withall ferioufnefles forthough 
Chriftian Patience be alwayes needfull and commen- 


dable, yet moft beautifull and feafonable when humi- 
liationis profeffed and expreffed before the Lord, as _ 


we doe this day. The humbled hearts will accept the pu- 

Leven64l oi Danent of their iniquity. i 
veg,  Thethought of the many diftreffingtroubles which 
~ ` Gods people are expofed unto in this world, may 


ferve to abate in our hearts the immoderate defire of- 


long lifeon Earth. , 
Miftake me not, for I know that long life is a de- 
- firable Bleffing. i 
Yet fhould we all labour to fit loofe, both in 
regard of the meanes of bodily livelihood, asd 
life it felfe. 


And doubtleffs our God endeavours to weane us 
from 


Sa ad 


beforetbe Commons Houfe of Parliament. 130 


_ from the world, by applying wormewood (as it 
were)tothe full Breafts of our {weeteft fublunary con- 
tentments. i oa * 
The Apofile Paul, by his prifon and bonds was 
brought to this bent, to be willing, at a little war- 
ning, tocome away from all enjoyments under the 
"he ; ong 
- I defire to be diffolved, ee 

Here I thinke haere to give ina double Cau- a kas 
tion, that we may efcape a double Rocke, upog 
which many dafh and bruife themfelves in defiring 
death. 

' x. Doenot defireto dyein paffion and difconrent. 

Hereinthe Prophet Jonah miffed it very much, when 
he conjectured that his credit might be fomewhat ec- 
clipfed, and himfelfe reputed a falfe Prophet, becaufe 
Nineveh was not deftroyed. Andwhenthe heat of the 
Sunne annoyed his Body, He wifhed in himfelfe to die, 100.48. 
and faid, it is better for meto diethen to live, 

«2. Benot weary of life, through difcouragement of 
fpirit, becaufe of difficulties and dangers encoun- 
tring you in doing duty. 

In this kind Eliya wastoo blame. 

When Jezebell refolved to take away bis life, he i xin, r 
fate downe under a Iuniper tree, and requefted for hime z. ~ 
Jafe (or for his life) that hee might die, 8c. 

(Right honourable ) The Lord I believe hath 
given you more mafculine, more Heroick fpirits, 
thea to offend in thefe kinds : Therefore inftead of 
enlarging the Cautions, I will give in two Dired- 
ions, to guide your practice of the ufe under hand,: 
in both which, you have the bleed Apoftle Pank 


for a glorious patterne, : 
C 3 a I. Let 
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1. Let nothingfo much as love to Jefus Chrift 
A carry your hearts out of the world. 
Philas have a defireto depart and to be with Chrift which ws 
farre better, i ! 
- And there is goodreafon for it, inreferenceto the 
Point now profecuting, .becaufe perfett liberty from 
the worft oppreffours.and heavielt oppreffionsis one- 
ly to be enjoyed in the bofome of our blefled Sa- 
Viour. | * 

2. Whea your longings after reft with Chrift are 
boyled up..arerayfed to thegreateft height, even thea 
in loveto Chrift, be content for a timeto be without 
himin Heaven, that you may ftill be ferviceable to 
him in his caufe, and thecomforts of his people here - 

Phil, sesg on Earth. DA TE =i qi 
25,26.  “ Neverthelefe to abide in the flefh is more needfall for 
08. And having this confidence, I. know that I fhal 
abide and continue with you all, for your. furtherance, 
and joy of Faith, That your rejeycing may be more a- 
boundant in Iefus Chrif for me, by my comming to you 
AGAIN. We: Se wok a Be P? 
, Now here (Right Honourable) give meleave to 
{peake one word to you, and beare with it, though 
you account it a digreffian. If the good Apoftle 
: could contentedly keepe from Heaven fora time, 
yea from Chrift the Heaven of Heaven, that he might 
doe his fervants fome. more fervice in the world. 
Then be you willingto be with-held from many ac- 
commodations in your owne coustries, yea in a fort 
to beeftranged from Wives, Children, Neighbours, 
delightfull enjoyments, that you may ferve both — 
Church: and Common-wealth in England, that you 


may honour Iefus Chrift inthe happy worke of Re- 
y 
forma- 
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formation now in your hands, and in the hearts ef 
all Gods people throvghthe Kingdome. i 
Ttadmonifheth us all to take up our thorghts feme- YF 5- 
times with tart troubles and heavy oppreffions. 
Abundant caufe we havethus to dee, and we fhall | 
confeffe thus much, if we confider, | 
1.How Heaven (the God of Heaven] meare) is in- 
cenfed againft ws, by our continued ard multiplied a- 
bomimations ; we ftill heare profane, bloudy Oaths, 
Cirfes, Blafphemies ringing inour eares ; wee ftill 
fee bruitifh drunkenneffe reeling and {pewirg in our 
ftreéts ; The Lords-day is commonly profaned be- 
fore our eyes 5 yea though rhis City be femous for 
Religion, yet the ftreets are filled with vain walkings ~ 
and the fields with profane fportings, even during the 
time of publick: worfhip, And fall T not vifit for 199 
thefe things, faith the Lord? ’ 
2z.How hell and earth are combined againft us, becaufe 
we endeavour Reformation, The Devil} roares,' be- 
caufe his Kingdom is battered, Papifts'and: Atheifts 
roge,becaufe Popery and profanenefic is oppofed? ~ 
And certainly if thae-Prince of the ayre, ‘who al- 
fo worketh iathehearts of the children of difobedi- 
cecan worke any mifchiefs, raife any formes,eaufe - 
anyconfufions, we fhall now be fire to ke opprefied ee 
withehem. = — ~ 
3. How: Ireland is oppreffed and wafted, becanfe 
it profeffetly the Proteftane Religion. Religion, Re- 
ligion is the roor of the quairelt, of the warres rai 
fed there. And doubehfle the Papifts, thofe Ly. 
ons, thofe Beafts of prey are of the fame fpirit, ag 4E -t 
preedy- after Peoteftant bloud in England, as im Free. 
land. They ate birds. ofa feather, though they rooft 
indivers nefis, But 


PC32.30 


Judg. 10. 
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But you will aske me, what is your meaninge wher- 
fore would you haveus mind tribulation &opprefion, 
Tanfwer, This I humbly requeft for a double rea- 
fon. 1. That fuch a condition may be prevented. 
2. that we may be prepared for what in that kinde 
muft be endured. 
Firft, Thar we may be movedto fecke the preven- 
tion of fuchtreublesand oppreflions as are ready(for 


"ought we know) to preffe,to rufh in upon us fuddenly, 


I. By an humble fubmiffion unto the good -plea- 
fure of our God, in an open ingenious acknow- 
ledgement of our provocations. 

Malefa@ors who refufe ftubbornely to take a 
faire legall eryall, according to the Lawes of our 
Kingdom muft be preffed to death. This courfe 
God held with David, he did fet him, as it were, 
upon the racke, where he roared till he refolvedto. 
confefle. When I kept filence,my bones waxed old through 
my roaring all the day long. The Lord make uswife 
for our owne eafe and comfort in this regard. Let 
us particularly without partiality acknowledge our. 
offences againft our God, and fubmit our felves. 
And the children of Z/rael faid unto the Lord, We have 
finned, doe thon unto us whatfoever feemeth good unto shee, 

` 2. By afpeedy Reformation. Acknowledgement 
without amendment will be no prevention of wrath, 
but rather a further provocation. Wheras repentance 
may make way for our efcape, when judgement is 
at the doore : UAnd they put away the firange gods 


Iuto.16, from among them, and Gods foule was grieved for 
Jon 3.10. the mifery of Ifrael, They turned from sheirevill way, 


and God repented of the evill that behad faid he would 


` doe. Whereas if this be not done, the Lord will 


lay 
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lay on more weighr, he will punith feven times more, 
and feventimes more, and feventimes more, and fe- 
ven times more, and feven times more. The paffa- 
ges in Leviticus [peake fully Gods purpose in this parti- 
cularagainft theimpeniten:. ; 

Í befeech you, ! befeech you ( Right Honourable 
and Beloved ) let nor chismy counfell be difregarded 
on this great day of our Humiliation before the 
Lord. : 
© Secondly, That we may make provifion, for the 
_ better bearing of the heayicft loades which man can 
or God will caft upon us. 

We daily fee in this City that Porters prepare them- 
felvesin{truments, thar they may carry their loades 
more eafily,yea Carryers provide for their horf-backs 
Saddlesand fuch like things,that thofe Creatures may 


17 


Levit. 26: 
13,21,24; 


P 
oa 


beare thcir burdens without bruifing, and fhall we be 


careleffe? 
-Bat how fhall this bedone ¢ 
1. By endeavouring to make and maintainall found 
and whole within. _ 2 
The fincere heart will well fand under great pref- 
fures becaufe found. Being prefled above meafure, 


. 2Cor.3.9, 


the Apoftles did joy fuily bearethe load by meanes of 1+ 


fincerity. Whereasifa bone be broken, or ifthe feth 
betorne, yeaiftheskin berub’d up, and the place a- 
bide raw,, the laying on of thelighteft load will caufe 
paine and fhrinking. 

Inlike manner willie be with our foules. As Job 
while he maintained his gracious frame of heart, he 
was calme, though impoverifhed by the hand of op- 
preffion, though made childleffe by an heavy acci- 
dent:but when by fretting he had galled his heart,how 

D doth 


18 


A Sermon preached at the late Faf 


doth helye downe, defire to dye and fly out fhame- 


Mac. 11.28 


Tob Ig. 9, 


Pf62,8 + 


Dott, 


RE68, Je 


fully under the load. 

2. By feeking intereft in Godthrough Chrift. Come 
ante me (faith our Saviour) all yee that are heavy laden, — 
Whatfoever our loades are, whether inward, out- 
ward, heavier,or lighter, we muft maketo Chrift for 
ability to beare them, forhe adds and abates weight 
at pleafure : Hee alfo augments and with-drawes 
ftrength according tohis pleafure. Without me (faith 
Chrift) yos cas doe nothing, neither without him can 
we endure any thing. And he onely can fupport the 
finking foule under the moft {marting troubles and 
heavy oppreffions. Under his wing we fhall be fure ei- - 
ther of prefervation or fupportation. I will conclude 
this U (eand this firft DoG@rine, with the counfell of 
the Pfalmist. Traf in him at all times, ye people, and 
faye your hearts before him, God ts a Refuge for ws. 

elah. 

Now this lets inthe fecond part of the Text to be 
profecuted, which I called the Predicate in the Propo- _ 
fition, wherein God is by a Metaphor both made 
knowne and madeever to his owne people, as their de- 
fence and deliverer. 

The Lord will be a refuge in times of trouble. 

inthe handling whereof. 1. The words ufed are 
tobeinterpreted. 2. The Tru.hes infolded in them 
are to be confidered. i 

The Hebrew word here rendered Lord is Tehovah; 
aglorious title ofour God, the only true God, ufed in 
holy Writ. 1. Bothto advance his Name. 2. And 
alfo to fuppore and folace his people. 

Extoll him that videth upon the Heavens by his Name 
Jah,.and rejoyce before him, a 

TE, 
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The Originall word tranflated, Refuge, is derived 7205 
ofaroot, which (asitis rendred in our tranflations) 
doth fignifie. 
I. To fet on high. aw 
Iwill fethim on bigh, becaufe he hath knowne my name, Pigi. 
2. Toexale. | 
Behold Godexalteth by his power. 
3. Toexaltto fafety. ; 
To fet upon high thofe that be low, that thofe which Iob s.is 
. mourne may be exalted to fafety. i 
4. To defend. 
The name ofthe God of Iacob defend thee. Plott, 
And I findethe word in the Text divers wayestranfla- 
ted inthe old Teftamene. 
1. A ftrong Tower. 


Tob 36.22 


The name of the Lord is a ftrong Tower. Goif Pras 8.20 
2. A ftrong refuge. 
Thos art my ftrong refuce. | PLT. 7 


_ 3. An high wall. 

Therich mans wealth is his ftrong City, and is an hig 
wall in his owne conceit. 

4. Anhigh Tower. 

The Lord is my rocke, 8c. my bøckier, the horneof my 
Salvation, and my ngh Tower. 

g. High Fortreffe. 

And the Forsreffeofthe high Fort of thy walls (hall he E6251 
bring downe, &c. ` 

6. Defence. 

The Lordis my Defence, &c. Plig 4.22. 

Times. ‘Fhe word fignifies the tempeftivity, the mmy? 
feafon of time. The Septuagint rendersit right,Ey ivy- l 
gius In good feafons. And thus we fometimes 
finde it expreffed in facred records. l 

D2 The 
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. The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the lear- 


“ned, that 1 fhould know how to fpéakea word in feafon, s 


htm that is weary. 
This Explication ofthe words being premifed, E: 


- Predication, this part ofthe Propofeni in the ext, 


Dott, 


Refugium 


xalzpvyn 


holdeth forth 3. ufefull rruthes. 
1. That the true God is Jehovah. 
2. That God Jehovah is an incomparable TA to 


his oppreffed people. 


3. That the Lord Zehovah will be an incomparable 
Refuge to his opprefled people in the ficteft fea- 
fons. 

The limits of time fet for the bounding of my Dif- 
courfe willnotallow me to {peake unto thefe obferva- 
tions feverally, and therefore I will only faften upon 
the 24. being the principall : inthe profecution wher- 
of I fhal! rake infomethings confiderable in the two 
other, as the Lord fhall direct, 

That God Iehovahis anincomparable Refge to his op- 
prefed People. 

Thereare 2. Branches inthe DoGrine. 

1. That Godisa Refuge. . 

2. That’heisa Refuge incomparable. ©. ~ 

Inthe handling hereof, 1. 1 will prove both the 
branches diftinaly, 2. I will apply rhem joynrly. 

The Lord will bea Refuge. The Greeke, the La- 
tine and the Englith word, all hold forth the fame 
thing. A place to yA y backe unto. 

The Metaphor feemes to be taken PE se Camp, 
from warre, where it is the manner of Souldiers being 
beaten backe by an over-powring enemy» to retireun: 
to fome place of fecurity and defences: - 


Now fúcha thing is God Jebovab unto his: poore 
people, 
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people, overpowred and oppreffed by the ftrength 
and violence oftheir enemies. He is a Caftle, a For- 

-trefle unto whom they may, unto whom they muft re- 
tire, repaire for defenceand fafety. 

© Forthe generall proof of this fii ft Branch, you may 
pleafeto obferve, ghy 

1. That God himfelfe promifeth to bethe refuge of 
his oppreffed people. | 

For the oppreffien of the poore, for the fighing of the 

needy -now will I arife, faith the Lord, I will fet bim 
in fafety from him, that puffeth at him (or would en- 
{nare him.) | k 
2. That his oppreffed fervants claime and chal- 
Jenge thus much from his Majefty. 
- O Lord my Strength and my fortre(fe, and my refuge in 
the day of affliction, - ) Ti 
Theu art my hiding place, thou fhalt preferve me from 
trouble, thou fhalt compafe me about with Songs of Delive- 
rance, Selah. 

More particularly, it may beofgood ufe for us to 
confiderthattheholy Scriptures doe give more full 
witneffe unto this truth, difcovering unto us. That 
God is a refuge unto his Servants in regard ofall kinds 
of annoyances which moleft, all dangers which threa- 
ten them. | 
` 1. When clamours and out-crics are made after 
them, When they. are ;wondred ar, as Owles, by 
the chirpings and chidings of other birds. / 

I am a wonder unto many, but thos- art my firong 
Refuge. à AVES, +a an Aei } 
2. When infe&ious killing difeafes are {eattered 
sound.about them.J will fayofthe Lord, he is my Refuge 
and my Fortreffe, be fhall deliver thee from the noyfome pe- 
tlence.&c. DE 3. When 
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Pfir2.5, 


Ter. 16,89. 


PL 32.p0 


PL7 1.70 


Pf.91.2,3 


3. When bloudy perfecutors are ftirred up againft 
them. 
ee When David by the violent purfuit of Sant was 


Ea.25.4 


Dr. 8 7628, 


compelled to take Covert ina Cave, Chee faith) I 
looked on my right hand and beheld, but there was no 
man that would know me, refuge failed me, no man ca- 
red for my foule, I cryed to thee 6 Lord, I faid, thos 
art my refuge. 

Perfecutions are fometimes compared to the feort- 
ching heat of the Sunne ( Matth. 13.6.) and in 
that cafe God is a Refuge to fhadow them. 

And fometimes Perfecutions are compared unto 
tempefts or ftormes ( Matth.7. 25,27.) in that cafe 
the Lord is a refuge to fhelter them. - 

Thou haft beene a flrength to the poore, a ftreneth to 
the needy in bw difirefe, a refuge from the forme, a 
foadow from the heate, when the blaft of the terrible ones 
SKA florme againft the wall. 

The 24. Branch of the Doétrine remains to be illu- 
‘ftrated, That God is a Refuge incomparable, ‘We may 
well callthis Refuge, Non-fuch, For certainly there is 
notany other like untoit. Heisa refuge and arefuge. 
A refuge zar’ ox for excellency, as the fullneffe of 
the Originall word (explaned) doth intimate. 

And this may appeare in 7. particulars ; three wher- 
‘of are hinted in the word Jehovah. 

1. He is the higheft, the All-commanding refuge. 
Tehovah # mof high over all the Earth, In laying 
open the Originall word here rendred Refuge, you 
heard that it fignifies, 4% high wall, an high Tower, an 
‘high Fortreffe. | 

Allhigh Towres are over-topped, andall Caftles 


tre commanded by this Refuge: The greateft Moun- 


taines 
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taines are as Valleyes, as Mole-hils under the Lord 
Iehovah. No long Ladders can {cale this high wall. No 
Arrowes of the ftrongeft Archer ; no Cannons of the 
mightieft Warriour can reach this high Towre. yn- 
der the fhadow of thy wings (faith David) will I make 
my refuge, untill thefe calamities be over.paft. Ard he 
addeth, I will cry unto God moft kigh, Be thon exal- 
ted ô God above the Heavens. 

And the Prophet in his defcription of the Lord, gps 40.23, 
haththefe expreffions. The Inhabitants of the Earth 13,24 
are as Grafhoppers. He bringeththe Princes to nothing, 
he maketh the Iudges of the Earth as vanity. He fhall. 
alfo blow upon them and they fhall wither, and thes 
whirlewinde fhall take them away as ftubbler, 

2. He isan independent Refuge. The glorious ti- 
tle Tah, tels us, that our God is the God of beings, ha- 
ving his being of and from himfelfe. What would 
youthinke ( Beloved ) of a Caftle which could not 
be prejudiced, though all foyle fhould be digged up 
underit, thoughno warersfhould be fuffered to flow 
untoit, thoughthe paffages for all provifions fhould 
be block’d up from it, though no Sun, no fhowers, 
no influences of Heaven fhould fall upon it. 

Now fuch a refugeis our God Jehovah, for he can 
neither be damnified nor advantaged by any creature, 
any courfe, any combination whatfoever. If thos 

inneft, what doft thou againft bim ? or if thy tranf- +4 5-6, 
greffions be multiplied, what dof thou unto him ? If 

thou beeft righteous, what giveft thos him ? or what 
receiveth he of thine band. 

3- Heisanever-falling, a never-failing refuge. I” emasa, 

_ the Lord lehovah # everlasting targa - “a bee 
 Originall imports, J# the Lord Jehovah # the rocke of 
ages. 


Pf.g7.1,% 
Jo 
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‘ages. No bateries can beat downe or weaken this 
Fortreffe. The longeit tra@ of time cannot demolith 
or ruinate this place of defence. Here the werds of 
cMofes the man of God areconfiderable. Lord thoy 
Poor. haft beene our dwelling place in all generations ( or as 
the Hebrew exprefieth it) ø generation and ge- 
neration. \Nhatour God hath beene at any time to 
his diltrefled, endangered people, that he is and will . 
be without alteration : For he isa ftrong, ftable, ever- 
ftanding , unmoveable, immutable refuge to fecure 
and fafeguard them, whoare his by peculiar Cove- 
nante ` ; i 
4. Heisthe moftcapacious refuge. Godsimmen- 
firy is roomy encugh to receive all commers. 

obir. Canft thou by’ fearching finde ont God, Canft thos 
finde out the Almighty unto perfection, It as high 
as Heaven, what canjt thou doe, deeper then Hell what 
canft thou know. The meafure thereof is longer thenthe 
Earth, and broader then the Sea. Whereas Caftles 
on Earth may be fo crowded with companies, thatthe 
laft.commers are compelled to lye out of doores, as 
Bees hang out of the Hives mouth on heapes, through 
wantof roome within. Although many millions 
more then ever will make unto the Almighty, fhould 
creepe into his bofome, yet no one could have occa- 
fion tocomplaine of being ftraightnedinhim. The 
Earth is not fo vaft to entertaine more Inhabitants, as 
our God, who is infinite and beyond all dimenfions, 
to give fhelter unto all thofe who flocke unto him in 
dayesofdanger. Doe not I fill Heaven and Earth, 

ter.23 24 feith the Lord. 3 =u 
5. The paffage to this Refuge is moft fafe and paf- 
fable. Although our fins had blocked up our way 
to 


—— 
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to God, and had made fuch a feparation betwixt his 
Majefty and our poorefoules, that our approaches to 
him might have beene perilous to all eternity : Yet 
now we have boldneffe* (or liberty ) to enter into the Heb.10; 
Holieft by the blood of Iefus, by anew and living way, 19522 
which he hath confecrated for ws, through the vaile, * Be 
thar is co fay hás fieh. In whom we have boldnes and ac- 
cefe with confidence, by the faith ofhim, 
The Lord our Saviour hath caft up fuch a cauf- way 
_(asitwere) to Heaven, that we may well travell thi- 
ther from all Coafts and corners of the Earth : we may 
fafely failethrough Chrifts bloudinto the bofome of 
the Father. There areno boggs,no fandsto finke us, 
no Armies to cut.us offin ourapproaches unto God for 
fafety in ftormy, troublefome times. 
6. Godisa refuge, everandevery where at hand. pe4e.z, 
God is our refuge and firength, a very prefeat helpe ia ` 
trouble. Which is notonly tobe ucderftood concer- 
ning the prefence of his Effence, but of his fpeciall 
providence for their protection. 
My Texttels us that he és a refuge for the oppreffed 
in the feafons of trouble : Godisnot onely once, but 
alwaics feafonably prefent with his opprefled people, 
for markethe words, Jw the times, not at onetime on-. 
ly, or only many times, but a the times, inall times, 
all feafons ofneed. Thisconfideration the Church 1:4-8 
of Gedtook comfort ir.o the hope of Ifrael, the Saviour 
thereof in tie time of trouble or in the feafon of diftreffe, 
Whitherfoever God by his Providence carrieth his 
| people, there he vvill undoubtedly be a refuge to. : 
them, both for protectionand provifion. Thus faith De x 
the Lord, although 1 have caft them favre off among the 
Heathen, and although I have {catered them among the 
es Coun- 
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Same gloffing upon thefe words, fay, that the wa- 
ters which flowed from the Rocke did in a ftreame 
fallow the I/raelstes in their journy for theirrefrething. 
B- this I take to be thetrue meaning of the Scripture. 
That in all cheir removals, according to their various 
neceffities, the Lord was ftill at hand for their fupply 
and fafety. x 

Genig.t, _ 7-He is the beft furnifhed refuge. The Lord is 2/- 
fhadisi, God All-fufficient, perte&ly able to fatisfie ` 
aall foules with all conrentments to all eternity. 

That which folly anfwereth unto all accommodati- 
ons and comforts whatfoever, isto be found in God 
our Refuge. Here the Promife to the upright man, 
recorded by the Evangelicall Prophet is very confide- _ 
rable. He fhall dwell on hich (or inthe heights) bæ 
place of Defence fhali be the Munitions of Rockes, bread 

al be given him, his waters fhall be fure. Are not 
the words both ficand full to expreffe and prove the 
particular uader hand. <li 

In this harbour the heart hath the goodlieft pro- 
fpe&s, the fulleft provifions, the fafeft protections. 
Here the foule feedeth upon the fweereft Cordials, ta- 
keth the quicteft, moft refrefhing ret, 6 the Bowers, 
the Walkes, the Gardens, the beds ot Spices, the 
All-delights, which the fpirit enjoyes in the bofome 
ofthe Almighty. 

Will you heare Davids judgement, Whom have Tin 

i Heaven 
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Heaven but thee, and there is noneupsa Earth, that I 
difire befide thee, God is the firength of my heart and 
my portion for ever. on 

inthe bett firuated Caftles in the world, there is 
fome defect in fomething ncedfull or defireable : ei- 
therthe ayre, orthe water, orthe foyle,or rhe ne'gh- 
bourhood doth annoy ; either food, or fewell, or 

fiends, or fomewhar clic isfcarce or wanting. But 
in God thereis no darkneffe,no difcomfort,no difeafe, 
` no death, no.defe & ar all. 

By thefe 7. particulars (which I have briefly poin- 
ted at, and which your owne meditations may profita- 
bly enlarge) I hope you be weli farisfi-d and {etled in 
the truth under hand, That Ichovah ws as incomparable 
Refuge unto his opprefyed People. 

The Application of this Detrin,now cals for your 
atrention. Inthe making whereof | fhail faithfully en- 
deavour to beferviceable unto your foules by afour- 

TTA 
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i onfolation, 
Exhortation. | 
1. Admonition: Iewarneth all men totake heed of O21: X 
oppreffing, Wife King Salomon fuggefterh the naru. Pra" 
rallnefle of thisinference. Rob nat the prore becanl? he a 
ís poore, neither oppreffe the afflicted in the gate. | For 
the Lord will pleade thesr canje, and [poyle ehe foule of thofe 
that {poyled them, 
And the feafonableneffe of this Caveat will be con- 
feffed, ifthe duty of thisday, and che quality of my 
Auditours be confidered, 
Weare affembled tokeepea religions Faft. And, 
Is not this the Faft that 1 have chofen (faith the Lord) ge, 58.6, 
E23 te l 
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to loofe the bands of wickedneffe, to undoe the heavy búr- 
dens, and to les the oppreffed goe free, and that yee breake 
every yoake, i | 

Fhe petfonsto whom I am preaching are men of 
high place, great power and much authority inthe fe- 
verall parts of this Kingdome, whofe temptation it is 
to be oppeffours. | | 

In the enlarging of my dehortation from oppreffion, — 
I humbly crave leaveto give in, 1. Some aggravati- 
onsof the finne. 2. Some diffwafions from ir. I fhall 
briefly aggravate the fin of opp'effion under 5. heads. 

Firft, trom the perfons opprefling. 1. When they 
are thoje who herein offend againft thelight. Although 
they know divine prohibitions and menaces againft 
this evill, yertheyactit. Yourememberthe words 
ofthe Apoftle here applyable. Knowing the judge- 
ment of Ged (that they who doe fuch thinzs are worthy 


of death) yet doe them. Therefore art thou inexcufable 


Ron3- I. 


Pisans. 


@ man whofoever thos art. 

2. When fuch oppreffe their inferiours, who doe — 
much complaine of oppreffion from others. Theré 
are Country Gentlemen, who cry out of heavy oppref- 
fions in Weftminfter-hall, and yet they themfelves 
doe grinde the faces of their Tenants by racking rents 
andfinesathome. Unto thefe I will only report the 
judgement of the Apoftle Panl, Therefore art mot thon 
inexcufable ô man, for wherein thon judee/t another thos 
condcmneft thy felfe, for thou that judgeft, doeft the fame 
things. ) ; 

3. When men defiznedto doe Tuftice by vertue of 
their callings, yet deale injurioufly, The Pfalmiftag- 
gravates the injuftice of Fudges by this circum/tance. 
How long will ye (ye whe fitto judge others) judge 
Y i 098] fio 
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anjufily, They know not neither will they underftand, 
they walke in darkneffe, all the forndations of the carth 
are out of courfe. And that paflige of the Prophet 7- 
faiah, istemarkable, The Lord looked for Indeement, TEWI 
but behold oppre{ion , fer Righ.coufneffe, but behold acry. 

The Hebrew word tranflated oppreffion, fignifies a 
Scabb or a wound, and Pifcator gives this note upon the 
place, Judices inftar Scabiei molefts fant opprefois. When 
the oppreffed people petitioned the Judges for reliefe, 
they caufed their condition to become more painefull 
and grievous. A D 
Secondly, fromthe perfons opprefied. 1. Ifpoore, 
the Item of Salomon is obfeivable, Eater not into the pr.23 16 
fields of the fatherleffe, for their Redeemer is flrong, he i” 
will plead their canfe with thee, In Nathans Parable 
that oppreffionis judged very grievous, when he who 
had an herd and a flocke ofhis owne, yet tooke from - 
‘the poore man his one, only,fingle Ew-lambe. Ir is 
an heavy oppreffion, when poore men are neceffitated 
to fell their working tooles and to pawne their beds 
and wearing apparrell. | 

2. Ifgodly. They eateup my people (faith the Lord) 
as. men eate up bread. Yuto the palates of fome, 
no morfels are fo fweet asthe bloud of the Saints. 
And God will give them bloud to drinke for they are 
worthy. | 
». 3. ifthe wrongreach many, They oppreffé aman and Mic.2,% 
his honfe, even amar and his heritage, faith the Prophet. 

Our Patentees, Monopolifts & other men of that make, 

may juftly be caft under this loading aggravation. 

Thirdly, From the quality of the things wher- 

in people are oppreffed. The Apoftle faith exprefly, , Thef 4, 
That norman fhould oppreffe or goe beyond any other im any 6 — 
s E 3 ` thing 
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thing, Yetarethere aggravations to grearen the fin 
of oppreffion, from the woth of the matters where- 
inthe wrong is offered. T. It is 2 curfed courfe to 
crob people in their outward eftares, Curfed is be 
Deut.ay, that removeth his neighbours Laad marke, and all the peo. 
27. ple (hall fay, Amen, 2. Butro overthrew mens 
‘civil tiberties,and ro bring them into flavery is a farre 
greater injury. Mes with great fummes of money (or 
long fervice) obtaine freedome. z How heavy then 
isthat oppreffion which extendeth ro the bloud and 
Prov.626 lives of men. Their finne is hainous, who Aust for 
Jobas. the precious life of a man Skin for skin and all that aman 
hath will be give for his life. 4.The worftoppref 
fion of all other, is that which pincheth uponthe inm- 
mortall foule. That accufation charged upon Baby- 
Rev.'8. Jog, for making merchand:fe of the foules of men is moft 
"213 intolerable. And how farre this fault 1s chargeable 
upon fuch who poyfoa or ftarve foules by impo- 
fing Pepith Innovations, polluting Gods Ordinances, 
inhibitiig Sermons,&c. I referre ir to your judge- 
ment. 
Fourthly, from the ends aimed at in eppreffion. 
Men doe noe defpife atheefe faith Salomon) of he feale 
to fatufiebs foule. Burifamanth ll opprefle others, 
to iatisfie his owne lufts, this eircumftance maketh an 
addition of very much guilt. 1. When through co- 
veroufnefie, athirlt after money, a man doth oppreffe to 
inereafe riches. 2. When through bruth Sentu- 
ality, to pleafe the palate, and to fill the guts, they opa 
preffe the posre faying, bring and let us drinke. 3. hen 
men tranfported by the {pirit of revenge, oppreffe 
others, purpofely to eafe their ftomackes,andto poure 
forth their gall uponthem. As it was with Aaman,it — 
7 {ce king 
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fecking to crufhnot only Mordecai, butall the Nation 

of the Jewes. Thus men make provi fion forthe flefh.to Ro.r3 14 
faticfie st inthe lufts thereof which isa pra@ife thamefull 

and abominable. | 

Fifthly, trom the manner of mannaging this finne 
of oppreffien. if men eppretic only in fecret, as be- 
ing afhamed to owne their injoriouincfle (as the theefe 
‘he feales in the night) the fault is leffe hainous, then 
when they are corrupt and (peake wickedly concerning oP- +4 14.14 
preffion,fpeake loftily, and fet their mouth againft the hes- 2i.73.839° 
wens, undertaking to fatisfie and maintaineateof un- 
righteoufnefle. When Lawyers at the Barr plead for 
oppreflion, Judges onthe Bench juftife it, Minifters 
in che Pulpits preach forit,and Doctors in the Univer- 
fities difpnte and derer mine to defend it. 

And here I humbly referre it to your wifedomes to 
confider, whether our Prelates have not been (of late 
efpecially) thegrand oppreffors of the Kingdome,ac- 
cording to moft, if not all, the aforenamed aggravati- 
ons. Have not they been great oppreffors both in 
Church and Common-wealth ¢ What County, what 
City,what Towne, what Village, yea what Family, 
(Thad almott faid)what perfon in the Kingdome,hath 
not if one kinde or ether, in fome degree or other, at 
one time orother, beene oppreffed by them ¢ They 
and their officers, by citations,cenfures ,exaGions have 
been Catholicke oppreffors. How many wealthy men 
have been crafhed by their cruelty 2 How many poore 
‘Families haye beenruinated by their Tyranny ? And 
Tbefeech you to confider, whether the moft pious, 
oth among Preachers and people, have not met 
ith the hardeft meafures from their heavy hands, 
Alas, alas! How many faithfull Minifters have they 
. filenced? 
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filenced ! How many gracious Chriftians have they 
excom nunicated ! How many. Congregations have 
they ftarved or diflolved inthis Kingdome ! For the 
proofe of all this, and of more thenall this] appeale 
unto the many Petitions prefented to this honourable 
Parliament. And thefeare no fimall aggravations of 
thefe and other like their oppreffions, that they call 
themafelves the Fathersofthe Church,and are accoun- 
ted more knowing menthentheir brethren. 

I have done with the aggravations of oppreffion.’ 
The diffwafions from cppreffion follow; fome of 
which I thal! briefly fuggeft under 2.Heads: 

I. Ud Comodo. ‘ 

2. Ab Incommods. 

Firft, the efchewing of oppreffion will be comfor- 
table. 1. It maybe fome evidence of a regenerate 
eftate. Gods people are called Has merciful ones 
(For fothe Hebrew word ufually rendred Saints, in 
the booke of Pfalmes doth properly fignifie) becaufe 
the tender mercies ofthe Almighty fhed forth abun- 
dantly upon them, doe leave acompaffionate frame — 
upon their hearts. The Apoftles Argument is preg- 
nant to my purpofe. 4s the elect of God, holy and belo- 
ved, put on bowels of mercies. And the example of 
the Gaoler expreffeth thus much, How did the com- 
ming in of conquering grace change the man, from 
churlifh and cruell,to kinde and compaffionate. 2. Ie 
will adminifter boldneffe unto us, both before God 
and men. ` The Prophet Samuel is a good prefident to 
prove it. Behold bere I am,witneffe againft me before the 
Lord, whom have I defranded, whombave 1 oppreffed,&c. 
And they faid, thou haft wot defrauded us nor opprefed | 
ws.  31t may hopefully intereft us in the {peciall 
: providence | 


providence of God for our protection and provifion | 
inthetimesof ourneed. For obferve how divine pro- 
mifefpeaks, He that defpifeth the caine of oppreffions he Ela.33.35 
hall dwell on high, his place of defence fall be the muni- 1$: 
tlons of rocks bread fhall be given him, his waters foall be 
nre, , 
f Secondly, the fruits of oppreffion are many and bit- 
ter unto them who practife it, I will point at fome of 
them.. 1. It faftens a blacke marke of gracelefneffe 
` uponthem who ufe it. That paflage of the Prophet 
is confiderable. Hess Canaan (fo Irender it from the 
Originall with the approbation of good Interpreters) Hott 2-7- 
The ballances of deceit are in his hand, he loveth to op- 
prefe. You know by whatexpreffion Ezekiel fug- 
gefteth the condition of men unregenerate, Thy birth 
and thy nativity is of the Land of Canaan : And {uch F2e-t63. 
Claith Ho fea) isthe eftate of men, of Merchants pra- 
Ctitionefs in oppreffion. 2. It expofeth unto the ma- 
ny and heavy judgements of Almighty God. This 
(faith Zob) is the portion of a wicked man with God, and 
the heritazeof oppreffors,which they [hall receive of the Al- 
mighty.  Inthefe words, firft oppreffors are bran- 
ded for wicked ones, as was betoretouched. Bur paf- 
fing that, let us enquire what this their portion is, 
which they muft inherit from the punifhing hand of 
God? I will in few words propound ic, from the fol- 
lowing verfes: God will caft upon him, and not (hare, he Vetere 
would faine flee (or in Azeing he would flee) out of his 
hand, Inhiseftate. Though he heap up filver as the 
dust and prepare rayment asthe clay. He may prepare it, 
bat the juft fhall put iton, andtheinnocent fha'l divide the 
filver. > In his pofterity. Zf his chrldrén be multiply +; 
ed, itis for the (word, and his off fpring fhall note. fa- 
ak F `- tisfied 
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tisfied with bread He buildeth his houfe as a Moth, and as 
a Booth,that the Keeper maketh, Inbisperfon, both in- 
ward terrors, and outward ruine. Terrors take hold om 
him,as waters , a tempeft [tealeth him away in the night. 
The Eaft-winde carvicth him away and he departeth, and 
as a fiorme hurleih him out of his place, In his credit 
among{t men. Men hallelap theirhands at him and fhall 
bi Se hive out of bis place. 3. Thefe offendorscannot 
be eoncealed : Foras their finne ringeth in Gods eares, 
and calleth for vengeance. Behold (iaith the Apoftle 
Tames) the hire of the Labourers, &c. cryele,and the crycs 
are entred into the eaves of the Lord of Sabasth, So the 
Lord himfelfe undertaketh togive in evidence againtt 
them. Iwill come neare to you in indgement, and1 will 
be a fwift witneSe acanit thofe that oppreffe. And willie 
not'be fad, when the Judge fhall be a witnefle againft 
the prifoner at the Barr. 4. At the laft day, the 
fentence againft the oppreffors will be unfpeakably 
heavy. You may gueffe at it,by an Argument, a msi- 
nori ad majus, if you reafon from the leffetothe grea- 
ter, from thofe words of our Saviour, Mat.25. Then 
foalt he fay to them on his left hand, Depart from meye cur 
fedinto everlafting fire, prepared for the Devill and his 
Angels, far I was hungred, and ye gave me no meat,8cc. 
And shefe fhal! goe away into everlafiing pumfhmente 
Marke my Argument (my Beloved, from this place. 
If not fuccouring, not fupplying, not folacing, not 
fupporting Gods impoverifhed,imprifoned ,oppreffed 
people will procure punifhment perpetuall and unfup- 
portable, what willrhe condition bze of them who 
have beentheir cruell oppreffors 7 The Apoftle Lames 
faith, They fhallhave indgement without mercy whe fhew 
momercy. The Lord {erthele confiderations home — 

upon 
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upon your hearts to affright from oppieffion. 
For reprchenfion of 4.forts of offendors againftthe Ufe 2. 
truth in hand. 
If God promife to be the refuge of the opprefled, 
then thofe deferve blame, who imagine that feckicg 
to the Lord in times of trouble is labourin vame, 
Iob bringeth in the wicked thus breathing their Ather- 
ftical] conceits What isthe Almighty that we fhonià ferve Tobai fi 
bim? And what profit fhould we haveif we pray unio him? 
-And doubrlefle mary among us are of chis opinion,as 
theirnegle@ and fleighting of holy prayër coth unde- 
niably difcover. . 
Buz (my Beloved) our prefene imployment doth 
prove that we are better principled, and our grounds 
arefolid and fatisfyirg (vzz.)1.Gods promife. 2.Our ng 
owne experiences. For the Lord hath not fad tozhe “a 
feed of Jacob, feeke ye mein vaine, Ana we have 
reaped {uch fruit of cur prayers.that we may fay with 
the Prophet David. We fought the Lordand he heard us, ,, 
and delivered us from all our feares, nee 
2. Much more are they worthy fhorp rebuke, 
whofe profaneneffe is fo grea", that they deride thofe 
who under preffures and in dayes of dangers, give 
themfelvesta prayer The Pfalmift mentions this, 
as the praGtice of Atheifts. You have foamed the Coun- 
cell of the poore, becanfe the Lord is his Refuge. Inlike 
manner, inthe{ctimes, how many doe {coffe at the 
people of God, for their frequency and unwearied- 
neff in Prayer and Fafting, expecting deliverance by 
fuchendeavours. Thusrayling Rabfhekeh reproach- prassa < 
ved Hezekiah and Ifrael, but the Lord accounted all a 
is language. blafphemous, as holy Story doth wit- i 
nefle. pond ns 
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Letnot us be difcouraged in improving God our 
Refuge by unceffant fuites, becaufe of mens fcornes 
and derifion : bu:rathør imitate the P/alm/?, who up- 
on the report of the jeares of the wicked inthis kinde, 
inthe nexe verfe breatheth forth prayer. O that thes 
Salvation of Ifrael were come out of Sion, when the Lord 


bringeth backe the captivity of bis people, Jacob fhal — 


rejoyce and Ifrael fhall be glad. With the change of 
fome few words, the fame fuit may be feafonable for 
us. O that the deliverance of England and Ireland 
were come out of Syon, when the full Salvation of Ire- 
land, and the perfect Reformation of England fhail 
come from Heaven, then Ireland {hall rejoyce and 
England (hall be glad. ! 

3. My Doétrine checkeththem, who in wayes of 
Creature-confidence betake themfelves unto other 
Refuges, and not unto the Lord Zehovah, Miftake 


me not herein I pray you, for I diffwade notthe ufe of © 


meanes to prevent and remove trouble : but my mea- 
ning is, that God muft be bleffed for meanes, eyed in 
meanes, and at him the foule muft looke above and 
beyond meanes, when moft promifing. 


There aretwo Rocks upon which men are in dan- | 


ger to dafh in dayes of trouble, either to tempt God 
by difufing meanes, orto provoke his Majefty by i- 
dolizing them : and this fecond fin I now reprove, as 
crofle-whetting upon my Text, and dangerous unto 
them who doe commit it. Cerfed be the man that 
trusieth inman, and maketh flesh bis arme, and whofe heart 
departeth from the Lord. ‘ 
Woe unto them that goc downe to Ægypt for helper, 


„and flay on Horfes and traft in Chariots, becaufe they 
are many, and in Horfe-men because they are very firong. 
+ x We 
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W elooke uponyouour Parlizment worthies, as the 
Horfe-menard Chariots of Exgland, we bicfle you, 
and we bk ffe God for you, but we may not, wedare 
not depend upon you, left at once we incenfe the Al- 
mighty both againft youand our felves. 

4. The fharpeft rebuke belorgs unto them, who 
goe downe into hell for help in dangercus times, who 
rather make the Divell then God their Refuge : Such 
J meane who betake themfelves unto finfull fhifts for 
`- the procuring of their {afery, whenthey fee a ftorme 
comming. - Such who will take courles contradicting 
their confeiences, their Covenants,their engagements — 
both to God and man, to fecure their comforts, to 
- fave their own heads. How farreare thefe men from 
beleeving thetruthofmy Text, which tels us, that, 
the Lord will be a Refuge for the oppreffed, a Refuge m 
times of trouble. 1 fhall with fuch perfons ferioufly 
to confider the word of the Lord. Becaufe ye have Bla.8.1s 
faid we have made a Covenant with death and with a 
Hell are we at agreement, when the over.flowing [courge 
fall pafe through, it fhall not come unto us, for we 
have made lyes our Refuge, and under falfhood have we 
hid our felves. Therefore thus faith the Lord,. Iudgement 
will I lay to the line, and righteon{neffe to the plummet, 
and the baile fhall fweepe away the refuge of Lyes, and 
the waters fhall over flow the hiding place. 

For (onfolation, unto allthem, unto whom Ged un- gy} 
dertakestobean helpe and thelter. Happy is he that vv 146.5. 
hath the God of Iacob for.bus helpe, whofe hope is inthe 
Lord his Ged. 

In the amplification of this Ule, there are two 
things ufefull to be enquired. 

_ 1. Who may hopefully expect helpe from Heaven. 
co i Lt Fe 2. What 
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2. Whar confiderations concerning God their Re- 
fuge my make unto theircomfort ¢ For brevity fake 
I will not paffethe bounds of the 145. Pfalme in re- 
turning anfwer unto thefe two demands. 

Firft, God wilibe their helpe, who enjoy him as 
their God. This is manifcft fromthe ¢.th, and 70%, 
verfes, Whofe hope is in the Lord hu God; The Lord 
fhall raigne for ever, even thy God. Now to make 
the Lord our God, it is required that with higheft 


eflimations, moft vigorous affections and utmott en- 


deavours, we beftow our {elves upon him: That inthe 
Scripture phrafe, men are faid to make that their god, 
upon which the hear: flowes forth with the higheft 
tide o the fulleft affections. Hence it is that covetouf- 
neffe is called Idolatry, and the Epieures are faid to make 
their bellies their geds. Reflect therefore upon your 
felve- moft ferioufly and aske your hearts in the pre- 
ferce of the foule-fearching Majefty, what you place 
thehigheft in your bofomes, for what you are refol- 
ved to makerhe 2reateft adventures : And ifupon ex- 
amination you finde that the Lord Jehovah hath the 
throne, the command inyour breafts and lives, then 
doe not queftion your intereft in his Highneffe, as your 
helpe and refuge. "S 

Secondly, This Pfalme holdeth forth foure truths 
concerning God, which may adminifter matter of 
much {weet fupport and joy unto them, whofe helpe 
and hope he is. ` 
© 1. His Omnipotency expreffed in the worke of 
Creation, which made Heaven and Earth,the Sea and — 
all that therein se There ismuch marrow in this one 
confideration to refrefh a difconfolate fpirit in thefe | 


drooping times : I fhall helpeyouto it in five Cor- 


relaries 
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relaries or confequences, which naturally flow from 
thistruth, (vid.) That God in whom cur helpe lyes made 
Heaven and Earth, the Sea, &c. 

_ 1. Therefore God caneafily fuccovr and fafeguard 
hispeop'e : As by the wordof the Lord were the Hea- o.. 
vens made, and all the Hoait of them by the breath of pc. y, 
his mouth, By his word hecan command deliver ances tla.r5.15 
for Jacob. And by fpreading forth bis hands, as he *™ 
that [wimmeth,he bringeth downe the prideof Moab, And — 
“the fortrefe of the high forts {hall he tring downe, lay low 

and bring tothe ground. © Nowthe motion infwim- 

ing is eafie, not ftrong; for {trong violent itroakes in 

the water would racher finke then fupport. And 
therfore by this expre fion the Holy Ghoft would ma- 

nifeft with what facility he can fubdue the ftouteft ad- 
verfaries of his Church. 

2. Thereforethe Lord can without prepared mat- 
ter raife up his ownedefignes. As he made the world 
without any pre-exiftent principles, firfthe made the 
Chaos out of nothing: and then outof a confufed heap, - 
he framed the curieus ftru@ure of the world, wherin 
all creatures in an admirable harmony feive each o- 
ther. 

This particular brought home to our concernements 
may be profitable. Although we looke upon our ` 
felves, as an unpollifhed people, to doe any great 
matter either in Church or Common-wealth. Al- 
though the Philofopher fay, Ex while nihil fit, and 
we complaine of felf-nothingneffle, ver faith tels the 
foule, that God made the things which are now s feene out Heb.11.3. 
of things which doc not appeare, : 

3- Therefore the Lord can aceomplifh whatfoever 
he undertakes without affiitaats, for he had neither 
Foye tools 
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Gen. 8.31, 
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tooles nor co-workers, when he reared the glorious 
Fabrick of Heaven and Earth. ‘Whenthere is no hel- 
per, none to uphold, then the arme of the Lord brings 
Salvation. What thoughthere be few, very few who 
favour the worke of Reformation, in comparifon of 
the Malignant Party, who oppofe our hopes and wel- 
fare, yet may we pluck up our hearts with comfort 


from this confideration, That our helpe ftandeth in the 


name of the Lord, who made Heaven and Earth, 


4. Therefore God can effect his-defignes, notwith- * 


ftanding thevafteft diftance betwixt che termes frum 
whick, and unto which he workes ; foria the Crea- 
tionhe wrought from nothing to all things, from the 
Earth which was without forme and void, unto the 
perfecting ofthe world, in which worke nothing is 
defe&tive, nothing redundant. We looke at‘a fetled 
peace with perfect Reformation, as agreat, great way 
off, efpying millions of impediments, difficulties and 
oppofitions inthe way on this fide ic: yet this medita- 
tion may encourage. 

5 Therfore the Lord can difpatch his mighty A&s 
fpeedily, For infix dayes be createdthe Heaven and the 
Earth, with all the boft of them. 

2. His Fidelity, who keepeth truth for ever, ver. 6, 
Our God in whom our helpeis, isa Covenant keep- 
ing God. Had the words runne thus, who dealeth 
with people according to their deferts for ever, 
then our hearts might have fainted in us, and our 
hopes have perifhed for ever. But feeing his Ma- 
jety hath bound himfelfe to keepe truth, the 
truth of the Promifes of his free grace, this confi- 
deration may hold up heartand hope together. When 
Satan and our owne con{ciencescalt in fad difcourage- 
m l ments 
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ments, yet we may snimate our ielves by the words 
ofthe Churchunto her God. Thou wilt performe the 
truth unto Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which 
thou haft fworne unto our Fathirs from the dayes of old, 


4) 


3. The variety of Offices which the Lord under- 


takes inthe behalfeofhis people, according to their 
feverall necc iese The particulars {pecifiedin the 
Pfalme I fhall only name, without interpretation oren- 
largement. Heexecuteth judgement for the oppreffeds 
giveth food to the hungry, the Lord leofeth the prifoners. 
The Lerd openeth the eyes of the blinde, the Lord raifeth 
them that are boved downe 5 the Lord loveth the righte- 
ous, the Lord preferveth the firanger, he relieveth the 
fath rleffe and widow, but the way of the wicked he tur- 
mith upfide down. The fumme of all thefe «xpre Mons 
aməuntsto thus much. That the providences of the 
Almig ty are alwayes fweetly and feafonably exer- 


v 738,9; 


cifed for his people, and againft their wicked op- . 


preffours. i 

= 4. The perpetuity of hisgovernment. The Lord 
fhall vagne for ever, even thy God ò Syon unto ali ge- 
nera:tons, ver.to. Beloved we know that things went 
very il with fr sel, when there arofe up a new King over 
Ævypt which knew not lofeph. Andeertainly, ifthe 
bufiacfles of the world, fhould be tranfa@ed by any 
other fupreme auchority then of our GcdtheLord Al- 
mighcy, then might our condition be deplorable and 
miferable. Burt thisis no {mall comfort unto us, that 
the God of I/raelisthe God of England, that his King- 
dome fall doth and ever fhall rule over all Kings, 
Commiunders, creatures and concernements what{o- 
ever. The Lord reigneth, let the Earth rejoyce, Thy God 
ô Syon reigneth unto all generations, praife yee the 
Lord.. G The 
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A 
Ufe’, The faft Ufe, the Ule of Exhortation followes; 
which ts tobe divided into various branches. In the 
profecution whereof fhall prefle 5. duties which be- 
long umo all without exception, and afterwards 
fhali make boldtodireé& one exhortation by way of 
humble Petition unto the worthy members of the high 
and Honourable Court of Parliament. , 

Exbortatios % To returne praife unto the Lord 
our Refuge, for that defence and thofe deliverances 
which hitherto we have had in him. Nationall and 
perfonafl experiences fhould be perufed, and for all 


the God of our falvation fhould be honoured. If we- 


ofthis Kingdome caft backe our thoughts unto late 
provideaces , wee fhill fee cavfe to breake forth 

in the words of the Pfalmift. The Lord remem. 
PL13523 Dred as in our low estate, for bis mercy endureth for 
ever. 

His Majefty commandeth and expe@eth glory. J 

PL50.15+ will deliver thee andthon fhalt glorifie me. Yeahe doth 


abundantly deferve it, forall chat patience, wifdome, - 


goodneffe, powerand truth expreffedupon us in ‘our 
continued peaceand fafety. Therefore I pray you, 
Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name. And 
. how well may it become us every one in particular to 
Pf.59,16, yefolve with David. I will fing of thy power, yea I 
"7° will fing aloud of thy meray in the morning, for thon 
haft bin my defence and refuze in the day of my trou- 
ble. W nto thee ô my strength will I fing, for God is my de- 

fence, and the Godof my mercy. 
This debt I believe will readily be acknowledged, 
butthe queftion will be, how muft it be payed ¢ 
Praifes are due debt, but how muf they bee ten- 
dered? 


PI. 29: ze 


1. My 
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1. My anfwer is at hand, and it fhall be but fhort. 
1. Gods fpeciall providence muft be cbferved and 
proclaimed. Jf fhal come to paffein the day that the 
Lord fhal! give thee ref from thy forrow and fiom thy V6a14.354 
feaves , ana from the kard bondage wherein thou wast 
made to ferve, That thos fhould/t take up tlis Proverb, 
&c. How hath the oppreffour ceafed, the Lord hath 
broken the flaffe of the wicked, Noble Senatours, we 
honour you as our infrumentall Saviours in a great 
- degree, and God forbid, but we fhould ftudy to re- 
quite your labours and adventures for the Kingdomes. 
welfare. Yet we muft looke beyond you, and you % 
beyond your felvesinadmiring the moft high God, 
in whathath beene already wrought unto our admi- 
ration. i 
2. Ourreligious vowes muft be performed, What 
our vowes were in the dayes of our feare and deepe 
danger our con{ciences will report, I onely preffe the 
paymentofthis debe. offer to God thankefgiving and Pi.so.r4. 
pay thy vowes unto the moft High, Praife waiteth for ® nora 
thee in Syon, and unto thee fhall the Vow bee perfor- 
med. ; 
3. Our obedience in all the branches of it fhould be 
bettered. Pradticall praifes are the moft acceptable. 
Our lives muft witneffe the gratitude of our hearts : In 
this cafe I cannot propound a better paterne for your i- 
mitation then David,who upon enquiry, what thank- 
offering fhould be tendered, breakes forth into this 
Refolution. Z will walke before the Lord in the Land ER 116.6. 
of the living. Wherein three things are obferva- 
bleand imitable. : 
1. His purpofe to make a progreffe, J will walke. 
2. Thefincerity of his courfe, Before the Lord (q. ý 
4 G2 
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Iwill take every ftep, undertake every duty, as uader 
Gods pure and piercing eye. All acts of holineffe and 
righteoufneffe fhall be difcharged as before him. 

3- The conftancy ofthis care, In the land of the li- 
ving-(q.a.) folongas I live, Such a prefent of praife 
(Beloved) would pleafe the Lord better then an Oxe 
or Bullock (asthe Pfalmift hath it). that hath both horns: 
apd boofes 

4. Gods publick worhip fhould zealoufly be promo- 
ted. This was the fit thing determined in Mofes his 
Song, uponthe uc xpected continuance of I/raels fafe- 
ty. The Lord s my ftrength and fong, and he is become 
my falvation, he is my rocke and. I will prepare lim an 
habitation. tt concerns us all upon the recording of our 
perfonill and National Deliv -rances,trom oppreffions 
either felt or feared,to lay forth our urmoft ftrengchs of 
authority, opportunity, interefts and ability, both te 
purge and fettle the holy worfh'p of God, that his 
Majelty may enjoy a fixed habitation with coatent 
and glory amongft us. i 

Exhortation z.: To make fure our title unto God; as 
ovr peculiar refuge and protection, that we may net 
be reputed intruders, when we fball have occafion to 
throng into him for fheler in.tempettuous weather. 
Davids fuit may be feafonab!e for us all to joyne in. 
Be thou my ftrong habitation, whercunto I may contin. 
ally refort. 

To quickea your care in this kind, many things 
might be mentioned. 1, Our dangersare great, whe- 
ther we confiderour owne defervings from God; or 
the defigaes and indeavours of Syons enemies againk 
Qur peace and welfare. | s 

2. The infuficiency of all Creature faceours and 

fh. teers, | 
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fhelters, how faire aad how promifing focver. There. promifing foever. There 
is zo King faved by the multitude of an hoast, a mich. 
ty man is not delivered by much flrength Aa horfe. 
isa vaine thing for fafety, neither fhall be deliver any 
fs < great`firengih, 
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. The Al fufficiency that there is in the Lord ` 


in key kinde to beftead every endar gered, 
foule, which enjoyeth him, as was fully difcovered. 
in the illuftration of this Point now in profecu-. 
tion. 

More Arguments! fhall not need to ufe to move 
your looking afterthe Lord, that he may be your Re- 
fuge when ruineis ready torufhin upon you. Butto 
guide your courfe thar you may poflefle God, as your 
place of Defence, I wil! commend unto you. 3. fhort 
Directions. 

I. Labour by the knowledge and contemplation 
of Gods glorious, incomparable beauties. ro ler forth 
flouds of the ftrongeftlove uponhim. Becaufe he hath 
fet his love upon me, therefore will 1 deliver him, Iwil 
fet bim on bizh, becaufe he hath knowne my name, 

2. Endeavour from ad&vity of pure love to his Ma 
jetty, moreto awe your hearts, wich the feare of his 
frowne, then of any, then ofall combined oppofitions 
which doeor can furround vou. Say ye not a confe: 
deracy to all them to whom this people faith a confedes 
racy, neither feare ye therr feare. nor be afraid. Sancti. 
fie the Lord of Hofts himfelfe, and let him be your feare, 
and let bim be your dreads And be fhall be for a San- 
Cuary « 

3. Secke to be enriched with: thar righteoufneffe 
wh chisizul Evangclicail, For Salomon affures us, 


Phot.g4. . 


Ef, 1% 4 
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thas the name of the Lord is a firong T ower. and thot prong.: 


G.3 th 


Luk, 1.6,- 
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ftin&, berake themfelves unto places of defence, when} 
dangers doe threaten them. 
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the righteous vunweth into it and is fafe (or fet aloft.) 
Now ifyouaske me, who are righteous according to 
the Gofpels conftruction ¢ 

I returne anfwer, from the defcription given of Za- 
chary and Elizabeth. They were both righteous before, 
God, walking in all the Commandements and Ordinan- 
ces of the Lord blameleffe. From which teftimoniall 
three notes of Gofpell-righteoufnefle may be fug- 
cefted. } l 

1. The rule regulating their courfe, is that which 
God hath commanded and ordained. 

2. The latitude of their obedience, which in their 
ayme and endeavoursis as large, as Law divine. They 
mind Commandements and Ordinances, yeaall Comman- 
sements and Ordinances, j 

3. The continuation of this courfe. They did not 
only now and then take aturne in the way of obedi- 
ence, but they wereperfons walking, fuch who held 
on in obedientiall references unto God. 

In thefe things, I befeech you, beftow your beft 
houres aad abilities, even as you doe defire, that the 
Lord lebovah may be your Refuge inthe times of trou. 
ble, in the feafons of diftrefe. | 

Exhortation 3. To improve our propriety in God’ 
(having made him our Refuge ) forfafery in ftormy 
and periloustimes. I fhould not need to perfwade this 
practice, if felf-love was rightly ordered in us, feeing 
onr felves, both greatly need the Almighty, and 
might reape abundant fruit by making improvement of 
him. Thewunreafonable creatures, by a naturall in- 


The high hils ave a refage for the wilde Goates, and 
the Rockes for the Conyes. We 
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In — 
We know by obfervation, thar the little Bees will 
haftto theirHives, andthe Pigeons will flock to their 
holes, whenthe ftormeis rifing. I will forbeare toen- 
large this Exhortatioa, either by Gods Precepts and 
Promifes, orby the practifes and experiences of his 
people, taking this courfe in allages. ` 
Thisunto me is acommanding Argument, thetwe > 
fhallinagreat degree take Gods name and excellen- 
cies invaine, if we labour not tolive upon them by a 
- fruitefull improvement, and fo confequently, we fhall — 
atonce, both difpleafeand difhonour God, and dam- 
nifie and endanger our felves. | 
. Ifyoudemand, how you fhould make your ufe of 
God, as your incomparable Refugee! fhall direct you 
unto David foran Anfwer, 1. Truft inbinzat all times, press. 
ye people, 2. Poureout your heart beforehim, GodwaRe = 
Face for ws, Selah. i 
Firft, by true trut in God, we betake our felves un- 
tohimasa Cafleof Defence. The words immedi- 
ately following my Text declare thus mueh. And Plg.ros 
they that know thy name will put their truf in thee, for 
thon Lord haft not forfaken them who feeke thee. Such 
who apprehend fure fafety to be had in God, they, 
will feeke him, by placing their affiancein him. The. 
practice of David makes this more apparant : for -hei 
by way ofappropriation, {peaking thus of God, aty Plog gets 
Fortreffé, my high Tower and my Deliverey, my Shield 
(headdeth) and in whom I traf. Asby diffidence 
the foule keepesata diftance from God, fo by confi- 
dence wedraw nigh unto him. i 
Now to encourage your fiduciall approaches unto 
God, I will only mention 3. things, which your felves 
muft enlarge and apply untoyour own hearts ferioufly. 


5 


1. Cons 
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r Confider the irc fiitadic and immutable ftreneth 


ofthe Lord. Truf ye in the Lord for ever, for in the 


Lord Jehovah & everlafting ftrengeb. 
2. Acquaint your ielves with precious Promifes, 


whereby his Majefty defires to draw the difconfolate - | 


foule unto him. God willing wore abundantly to fhew 
into the heyres of Promife the tmutability of his Coun- 
eu, confirmed it by oath, that we might have frone 
confo'ation, who kave fled for refuge, to lay hold upon 


the bope (et before us. In the Lord (faith David) 1 | 


will praife his word, in the Lord 1 will praifehis word, 
in the Lord I have put my truf, | 
3. Review and husbasd your experiences of Gods 
rotecting providence in umes pait. ./” the day when 
God Lad-delivered David from the hand of all his ene- 
mies, and from the hand of Saul, thus Fe {peakes, 


The Lord is my Rocke and my Fortreff2, and my Deli- < 


verer. The God of my Rocke, in him I will traf, 
Be, | 


‘Secondly, by holy Prayer wehaftunto God for — 


helpe intimesot trouble 7 cryed unto the Lord (faith 
David) T faid thos art my Refuge, Attend unto my 
ery, Deliver me from my Perfecetours, Here for the 


guidance of your prayers,you may take notice of thefe 
Briefe Directions. see , 


4. Your cryes muft be cordiall, and not only vo- 
call, Poure out your hearts before him, And lifi up 
a Prayer (faith Hezekiah) ft will nor be iufficient to 
{ay a Prayer (asthe world is wont to exprefie it) or 
to word it beforerhe Lord, but we fhould rather heare 
ic before God in holy prayer,thar we may receive help 

from himiacimesofneed. 
2. Your hearts mult behave themfelves humbly be- 
fore 


tt e e 
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forethe throne of grace, when you petition delive. 
rance fromthe devorring oppreflours. Lerd thou haft 26.10.17, 
heard the defire of thekumble, thou wilt prepare their heart, 18- 
thou wilt caufe thine eareto beare, To judge the fatherleffe 
and the oppreffed, that the mau of the Earth may no more 
oppre(fe. | 
3. The foule fhould have fineere references, to the 
glory of God, in fecking felfe-fafety. Tous David de- 
firing deliverarce from many mighty Perfecuters, he | 
adds. Bring my foule out of prifon, that I may praife Plr4r6, 
thy Name. 7 ) 
4. Plead the wickedneffe of them who doe op- 
preffe and would devoure, They gather themfelves to- H Ae 
gether againft the foule of the righteous, and condemne i 
the innocent bloud, but the Lord is my Defence and my 
God is the Rocke of my Refuge, and he fat bring upos 
them their cwne iniquity. and fhal cut them off in their 
owne wickednelfe, yea the Lord our God (hab cur them 
off. : 
on Wait upon God unweariedly and refolve to con- 
tinue praying, whatfoever delayes, checks, or oppo- a 
fitions may encounter you. Iz the [hadow of thy wings Eun 
will I make my refuge, untill thefe calamities be over- 


p 


aft. 
d Bh; of his firength I will wait upon thee, for God : 
is my Defence. And certainly if we rightly confider ? oo 
1. Our diftance from God in worth and degree. 2.Our 
dependance upon him, together with our undone con- 
dition if he defert us, we fhall tarry the Lords leifure, 
atrending upon his Majefty, forthe anfwerof our fup- 
Te > When befieged with dangers on every 
ide. 
Exhortation 4. To cak off all cowardly feares of 
H our 


ee 
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our opprefours, how potent, politick and prevailing 
E foeverthey be. The people of God have frequently 
3,  guhered courage from this confideration, Truly my 
foule waiteth upon God, from him commeth my falvati- 
on, He only is my Rooke and my Salvation, he is my 
defence 1 fhal not be greatly mived. How lang will yee 
imazine mifchiefe againf? a man, ye fhall be flaine all of 
yoz, asa bowing mall fhail ye be, and as a tottering — 
fences. 
Rigs. Godis our Refuge and firength, a very prefent helpe 
237:7 tg trouble. Therefore will not we feare thouzh the Earth. 
be remived, and though the «Mountaines be carried in- 
ta the midft of the Sea, thauzh the waters thereof raare 
and be troubled, though the Mountaines fhake with the 
[meling therof, 8c. The Lord of Hofts is with us, the 
God of Jacobis our Refuge. Selah. | 
Through wantoftime, [dare not adventure upoa 
the amplification ofthis Ule. Therefore Lerave leave 
for your helpe and heartening againft the feare of Op- 
preflors, ta improve onely one Scripture, which I 
Bft.$+.822 conceive very pertinentand profitable, I, even I am 
“ag he that comforieth you, wh art thou that thou fhozldest 
be affraid of a man that fhall dye, and of the fon of man 
wiich fhall be made as grafe, and forgette/t the Lord: 
thy maker, that bath, ftvetched forth the Heavens, and 
laid the fosedatioss of the Earth’, and hah feared conti- 
gually every day becaafe of the fury of the Oppreffosr, 
as if he were ready to deflroy, and where is the fury ofthe 
Oppreffar,&zc. . 7 
Inthefe words, the Cord by his Prophet checking 
and chidiag histimerous people, doth connfell them 
to Teeke the conquelt of their difmaying feares, by 
comparing himfslfe their God, with cheir furious op- 


preflours., , i,, Thang hal 
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1. Though they be ouroppreffours, yet his Maje- 
ftyis ourcomforter. And is not the God of all confo- 
lations more able to cheare us, thenall men are to 
difhearten us? 

2. They intheir beft ftrength are but dying men and 

withering graffe ; but he isthe Almighty, theall-ma- 
king God, whofe omnipotency and independency is 
fuficiently difcovered by ftretching forth the Hea- 
veas, and by laying firm the foundations of the Earth. » 
And our neceffities cannot poffibly put him upon a 
more difficult fervice for our Deliverance. 
_ 3. Although they feeme ready to deftroy,as an Ar- 
my at hand to devoure : yetremember that your Sa- 
viour is the Lerdof Hofts, whocommands and orders 
all Martiall forcesinthe world, who can found a re- 
treat and call them off by one word in a moment. 
When wefpeake of Armies on Land, and ftrength on 
the Seas prepared againftus ; What though Papifts, 
Atheifts and Divels were in combination to deftroy 
us, yet the Gezeraliffimo who manageth all forces and 
maketh all motions, isthe Lord of Hofts our maker, 
our comforter. 

4. Ifour trembling, mifgiving hearts fhall obje& 
the ruines wrought in Zeland, as occafionsto increafe 
dejecting fears: we fhould repell them, by reminding 
experiences of Gods former famous a&s for his fer- 
vants fafety, wheninmuch deeper danger, I am theo Vets 
Lord thy God who divided the Sea, whofe waves roa- 
red. That was I/raels experience whichis on recerdin 
holy Writ for our encouragement. We may add from 
Gods difpenfations inthis Kingdome, Who in the 
yeare Eyghty-Eight {funke and {cattered the Spanifh 
Navy called invincible? Who brokethenecke ofthe 

b H 2 opifh 
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Popith pouder-plot, and brought to light thofe under 


ground workings of the traiterous, bloudy Papifts: 
And who lately compofed the dangerous diffetences 
betwixt Exgland and Scotland, which threatened the 


- defolation of both Kingdomes ¢ Remember this 


God is your Refuge, and therefure be of good courage 
and feare not the fury of the oppreflours, though inap- 
pearance ready to deftroy. 

Exhortation 3. To move usallto make ufe of our in- 
tereft in God, in the behalfe of our oppreffed Brethren. 
You know that we are boundto love our Neighbours 
as our felves, and to pray for them as for our felves: 
therefore my Inference isnot forced, but naturall. 

I fhallbe very fhort (as flraights of time command) 
inthis Exhortation, wherein I have bleeding, op- 


preffed Ireland principally in my thoughts, and the 


rather becaufethe fad troubles of our Country-men 


_ and Brethren there;is one chiefe occafion of our Con- 


Neb. 1.4 


gregating thus folemnely to feeke our God this 
Day. 

Good Nehemiah may be propounded as an excel- 
lent patterne bothte quicken and to direé& this duty. 
He having intelligence, thatthe Iewes were in great 


affli@ion and reproach, andtharthe wall. of Jerufalem 


alfo was broken downe, and the gates thereof burnt © 
with fire, zt cameto pafe (Mith he) wheal heard thefe 
words, that I fat downe and wpt and mourned certain 
Dayes, and fafted and prayed before the God of Heaven. 
This holy man was warme in worldly refoedts, being 
well placed and refpeéted inthe Courtof agreat King, 
he was in the Palace of a Prince in profperity, at a 
great diftance from danger, though Jera/dlem was 
diftreffed, yet you fee his {trong affect ons, you a 

; us 
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his religious practice, in both which we are bound ro 
make imitation.  Rcmmber them that ave in bonds 
(faiththe Ap file) as bound with them, and thems 
which fuffer adverfity, as being your felves alfo in the 
body. Inwhich wordsour duty is both ftrongly ur- 

gedand well guided. You muftrememberthem, as 
being your felves in the body (q. d.) becaufe you are 
fellow-members with them inthe fame myfticall bo- 


dy (asfomeinterpret) or (as others judge) feeing 


' yout felves are yet inthe bocy, natures frame not be- 
ing yet diflolved, you your {elves are expofed to the 
like fufferings, and therefore fhould Chriftianly re- 
memberthem. But will a fleighty, wordy minding 
of them befufficient ¢ No, (faith our Apoftle) you 
muft feelingly minde them, as though your {elves 
perfonally fhared in their fufferings, or as your felves 
would defireto be remembred if in their fad condi- 
tion. 

This imployment is excellently petfwaded by king 

David in the x22. Pfalme. 1. Becaufe hereby we 
fhall at once, beth evidence our fpirituall love and inte- 
reft ourfelves in Gods Promifeto undertake out perfo- 
nall welfare, Pray for the peace of lerufalem, they 
fhall profper that love thee. 2. By his owne prac. 
ice. For this was his requeft in referenceto Jerufalem. 
Peace be within thy walls, and profperity within thy Pa- 
laces. 3. Becaufe of our neare réla:ton unto: them, 
whofe condition calleth for our prayers. For my Bre- 
thren and companiens fakes, I will sow fay peace be within 
thee. 4, Seeing the Religion and worlhip of God 
isthere profelfed and pre& ced. Recaufe of the honfe 
of the Lord my God I will feeke thy good. How tully 


all thefe Arguments reach usin reference unto dira- 
H 3 Ged 
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Pl.122.6, 
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MO O all 
- Qed, diftrefled Ireland, I humbly referre it to your 
cenfiderations. 

But you will fay usto me, wherefore dee you thus 
perfwadeus ¢ Doe younot fee we are here with you | 
to pray for Ireland. And is there rot a monthly Faft 
appointed, that prayers may be continued ¢ All this 
Ithankfully acknowledge, both bleffing God for this 
mercy,and honouring the Kings Majefty with the Ho- 
nourable Court of Parliament, for their religious care 
herein : Yetit is my duty to lay the weight of Scrip- 
ture authority upon your con{ciences, that you may’ 
confcientioufly and affectionately beftow your felves 
in fecret daily, asin publick weekly, monthly in pray- 
ets for your oppreffed Brethren. D 

Butis this all that you havetofay? Ianfwer. No. — 
There are two duties to be added unto our prayers, 
withoutthe addition whereof, our prayers for Ireland, 
will be leffe fucceffefull for it, and leffe comfortable 
to ourfelves. r. Wemult repentingly returne unto 
the Lord from the evill of our wayes. Both Nebe- 
miah and Daniel tooke this courfe, when they fought 

Tob.42.8 the Lord for Ifrael. The Lord direéted Jods friends, 

to crave his prayers, promifing to accept him in their 

behalfe. And the Propher Zel calls for heart humi- 

liation and converfion, before he dire&s this fup- 

Goel 2.12, plication. Spare thy people 6 Lord, and give net thine 

13317 heritage to reproach, that the Heathen fhould rale over 
them, Wherefore fhould they fay among the people, where - 

is their God, The Reafon whereby HeXekiah moves 
his people to repent is remarkeable. , For if ye turne - 

againe unto the Lord; your brethren fhall find compafson, 

2, We muft contribute our beft affiftance in allkinds, , 
agcording ss God gives power and opportunity, for 
; i their 


a Chr, 309 
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their relicfe and deliverance. Thus did Nehzajah 
in trading every Talen: with which divine provi- 
dence had trufted him, for Ierujalems welfare: He 
improves his favour with thé King, andimpioyes 
authority received by commiffion from him for the 
common gocd; he worketh, watcheth, warreth, 
commandeth, encourageth, threatneth, punifheth.gre. 
-that he might be ferviceable. In like manner fhould 
we for Ireland, conful, command, contribute, un- 
` derwrite, encourage others or adventure our felves, 
according to our {cverall ftations and abilities, asthe 
Lord fhall be pieafed to goe before us by his leading 
providence. And truely, there is no more fincetity 
of heart in our fuits, chen there are fuitable endeavours. 


in our lives, to effect and accomplifh what we pray — 


for. 

From thefe generall exhortations which cancerne 
all, Inow proceed unto that, which morepeculiarly 
appertaineth unto you Right Honorable, whofe fer- 
vant I am, in my prefent imploymert. Give yeur. 
fervant leave Ipray you, to perfwade, to petition. 
your imitation of God, in becomming a Refuge to he 
oppreffed people inthe times oftroxble. Tre Lord is 
a Refuge both offenfive and defenfive, offenfive un- 
tothe oppreffors, deferfive urto the opprefied. And 
it will be your Honour, in both to be imitators of 
Hn. 

From God our Tower and Fortreffe, our Cafle of 
detence, there are battering Canons difcharged, 
thunder and lightning feattered, terrible judge- 
menis (I meane ) denounced againft oppreflors, 
The Lord'usdertaking the profperity and effet th. 
meniot his people, addeth, Clad I will pum®h aff 
“that. 


Ter. 33,30... 
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tiat oppreffe them. And of Chrift tbis was propheti- 
Pl724. cailyroretold. He fhall breake in peeccs the epprefirs. 
Right Honourable, I prefe notrigor, but righteouf- 
nefie. Neither doe I take upon my felfe, the bold- 
nefe in perionall cafes to counfell you. God hath 
made you wife, and my prayer is, that your zcale 
aad courage may be anfwerable. But my zeale for | 
Gods glory and your hongur, mekes me bold ro teil 
you, that there are many, who reproachfully fay, 
You fhew your teeth, but you doe not bite, For my parts 
I hall only reade to you, two quotations our of fa- 
cred Scripture, the one fuggefts the comfort of 
doing judgement, the other intimates the danger of 
Plal,r1g, NeGlecting it. I have done juftice and udgement, leave 
arae WeHOt tO mine oppreffors. Be furety for thy fervant for 
good, let not the proud oppreffe me. Thus faith the Lord, 
Becaufe thon haft let gee out of thy hand, a man whow 
I appointed to utter deftruction : therefore thy life {hall 


goe for his life. : ' 

But my principall arrard isto requeft you,to labour 

Ela. 16.4. to belike yourGed,in becomming a covert unto us from 
the face of the {poylers. From my Text I prele Gods 
owne practice. The Lord executeth righteoufucfe and 
judgement for all that are opprefed.. He ftrengthneth the 
fpoyled again ft the fronz And this was propheeied con- 
Zach 9.8. cerning Chrifts care of his people No opprefor fhall pafè 
through them any more. Yea this is reported in the com- 
merdatien of the Lord Jefus, that whileas man he a- 

bode on Earth, He went about doing good healing all that | 

A&.10.58 were oppreffed. oe 
| Thefe 4. Confiderations following may ferve fur- 
ther and more forcecibly to {et on my prefent} 

fure. 


1 Kin.20, 
4a, 


Pf.102-6. 
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1. The fruits ofoppreffion upon particular perfons 
opprefled are very grievous, Surely (faith Salomon) wecl.py. 
oppreßion maketh a wife man mad. Into what extremi- 
ties and contufions are many at this day apt to runne 
out, becaufe bitten, or rather tome with the teeth of 
Prelaticall oppreflours. AndIam confident thar the 


likelieft way to heale 


our breaches, and to compofe 


our differences, is the removal of curo ppreffions. And 


Salomon thus againe expiefleth himfelie, 7 confidercd 


all the opprefions that 


Eccleg.r 2 
are done under the Sunne, and i 


behold the teares of fuch as were oppreffed, and they bad 
‘00 ci™mforter, and on the fide of their oppreffours theres 
was power, bat there was no Comforter. Wherefore t 
praifed the dead which are already dead, more than the 
living which are yet alive, Many in this Kingdome 
have dyed many deaths underthe yron hands of hea- 
vy oppreflours, and truely many thovfands of us fhall 
dye many thoufand times more, except you relieve 


Us. 


2, The danger ofthe Kingdomeis no leffe then de. 
folation, except you our State Phyfiti ors apply time- 
ly plaiftersto heale our breaches, by cefing us of our 


opprefions. For thus 


bath the Lerd of Hofts faid, Hep 31.6.6. 


Jee dawne Trees, and caf a Mount azainft Jerufalem, 

this is the City to be vifited, fhe i wholly Opprefion in | 
the waidli of ber. The people of the Land have nfed N 
opprefiion, have exercifed robbery, and have vexed the 
poore and weedy, yea they have oppreffed the Stranger 
wrongfully, And I fought for a man among thems that 

Should make up the hedge, 8c. but I frund wone, There- 

fore have 1 powred out mine indignation upon them, I 

bave confumed them with the fire of my wrath. 


3. Thofe draw downe ine wrath of God upon their 


o 


own 
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owne heads, who having power intheir hands, cons 
tinue careleffe in endeavouring the telefe of the op- 
leziz. prefed. O boufe of David, thus faith the Lerd. Dea 
liver him that 1 fpoyled out of the hand of the oppref- 
four, lest may fury goe out like fire, and barne that none 
` ean quench it, | 

4. By labours ofthis kinde, you fhall promote the 
honour and profperity both ofour King and this King~ 
Ters22.3.4 dome. Deliver the fpoyled ont of the hand of 
the oppreffour, &c. For if ye doe. the thing, indeed, 
then fhall there enter in by the gates of this boufe, Kings 
fitting upon the.throne of David, riding in Chariots and 

on horfes, he and his Servants 

The equity of this Exhortation Tam confident will 
beconfefled : but enquiry may be made, What I 
meane by the oppreffions, from which the Parliament 
fhould deliver us. 

Ianfwer, we groane and lye grovelling under ma- 
ny oppreffing Grievances, both in the Church and 
Common-wealth; yet confidering my calling, it will 
not fo well become me,to particularize our civill pref- 
fures, neither need I beftow any words that way, fee- 
ing your felves have given us abundant caufe to ac- 
knowledge that yeu have taken exactnotice of them. 
But feeing loades which are laid upon mens conicier.. 
ces are moft proper for meto comolaineof, fufer me, 
I pray you, feelingly and faithfully to fpread fome of 
them before you. 

1. Subfcriprionurged upon-all Graduatesin both 
Waiverficies, and upon all men entering into the Mini- 
fteryis an heavy oppreffton. (Miftake me not, for F 
meane not Subfcription according to the Statuteof . 
the 13. of Queene Elizabeth, whichis to thofe Ar- ` 

= ticles 
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tme Faith, and the Doétrine of the Sacraments ; but 
I intend the Sub{cription commonly called and 
knowne by ithe name of the Bifheps Subfcription.) 
By reafon hereof, many young men of promifing 
parts and well ripened hopes, are driven from the 
ftudy of Divinity, from the workeofthe Miniftery, 
becaufe not able to getover this block. And moft 
in the Univerfities, at leaft thofe who take the de- 


' gree of Barchelours of Arts,are neceffirated to fub- 


{cribe, themfelves know not to whar, and {o through 
ignorance miferably enfnare their owne confciences, 
as many fad experiences witneffe. | 

2, The preffiag of the old Ceremonies in divine 
Adminiftrations upon pain of Sufpenfion, Silencing, 
Deprivation and Excommunication. How many 
deare unto God are hereby deprived of fome facred 
Ordinances ¢ How many able Minifters of the Gof 
pell have hereupon loft both liberty and livings, and 
their Families expofed to woefull penury ? How ma- 
ny Congregations have beene deprived of their pain- 
full Paftours 7 How many ofour deare Country-men 
both Preachers and others, have within few yeares 
laft paft, been compelled to leave this Kingdome the 
place of their nativity. And certainly the conrinuing 
ofthis Grievance isthe more inexcufable, becaufe the 
moft moderate men who plead for thefe Ceremonies, 
hold them thingsindifferent, and fay they are, tolera- 
bil:s ineptia. 

3. Conniving at an ignorant, idle,erroneous, {ean- 
daleus Minifiery. Under this head I complaine of 
foure forts of Clergy-men(commonly fo called) being 
heavy burthens tothe Church of Chrift, 

Ta ] 1. Blind 
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ticles which onely concerne the Confeffion of the 
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anaemia 


1. Blind Seers, who know not Heaven-way, dumb 
dogs which cannot barke, 4 

2. Idle droanes, who either preach not at all, 
or very feldome, or fruilefly without care and 
Rudy. 

3. Mif-guiding Guides. Men Schifmaticalland He- 
reticall, who fet poyfon infcad of wholefome food 
before their people. 

4. Men {eandalous,who plucke downe more with 
their foule hands, thenthey buildup with their faire 
tongues. Uiderthishead I may place Non-refi- 
dency, which breeds and feeds a Minittery, ignorant, 
idle, erroneous and licentious. 

4. The fearefull abufe of that high Ordinance of 
God, aSacred Oath,amongftall rankes and conditions 
ofpeopleinthe Kingdome. Inthe Univerfities, the 
Oath of Matriculation to obferve the Statutes of the 
Vniverfiry, which not one of many hundreds ever 
know. The Oathes of feverall Officers both in Church 
and Common-wealth, which although I cannot fpe- 
cifie, yet itis my hearty requeft thar they may be per- 
ufed, to prevent the profanation of Gods name, and 
the en{fnaring of many thoufand foules. 

§a In regard of Church-cenfures. The dreadfull 
fentence of Excommunica'ion is otten pafled and ex- 
ecuced. upon perfons for fmall offences, yea for aéts 
norevill, and( whichis mofthorrible) for doing that 
which both God and the necefiizies of their own fouls 
require. Irisabarthen intolferable, that men fhould 
be cat our ofthe Congregation of Gods people, ba- 
nifhed from his publick worfhip; and. delivered up-to 
Satan for non-appearance atthe Cathedrall Court,‘or 
buying, felling, or working on anidleholy-day, yea 

. for 
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for going out of their owne Parifhes to heare a Sermon 
or repeating Sermons and praying with fome Neigh. 
boursin theirowne Families. 

And ontheother hand, ic is no fall Grievance, both 
to godly Minifers and their people, that thole who 
are the true Officers of Chrift in his Church,have not 
authority to keepe them whoare palpably ignorante 
and notorioufly, fcandaloufly profane, from the Sa- 

_crament ofthe Lords Supper. 

6. The oppofition made againftthe power of Reli- 
gion, isagricvous oppreflion. When fuch who are 
forwarderin holy courfes then others, are derided and 
difcouraged by reproachfull names, yea molefted and 

erfecuted for frequenting the Ordinances of grace, 
whither publike or private, for the building up of 
their {oves ia Chrift. 

And I humbly commend thisto your confideration, 
whither the Prelaticall Government hath not bin the 
rootofall, or (at leaft) of almoft all thefe oppreffions, 
For my part, I profefie that I cannorexpect a compleat 
deliverance from thefe, and other like oppreffions, but. 
by the extirpation of that frame. 

Right Honourable, you have done much, yea very 

much for our cafe already, we are fencible rhat many 
heavy burthens are taken offour backs, which crufhed 
vs gricvoufly heretofore: and'for that reliefe which 
we have receeived we bleffe God, we honour our 
Kingand you. And [now heartily intreat and: incou- 
rage the per{cCting of thar which ycu have fo worthily 
begun. When Syon is fetupin-beauty, adorned and 
firenethered with her wetch-Towers and Officers, 
hen God will be knowneinher Palaces for a Refuge. 

Great joyes have bin raifedin our hearts by under- 
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ftanding from you, your intentions to call an Affem- 
bly of Divinés, to confu with God concerning 
‘Church occafions, and we will daily pray for the dire. 
Ging and perfecting thereof, unto Gods honour and. 
this Kingdomes welfare through Jefus Chrift. Bar} 
befeech you give me leavein the name of many to re- . 
queft your great care inthe choice of men moft meet 
for that great worke. And for this end, I humbly 
commend 3. qualifications to be minded in the mento 
beelefted. Letthem be, 

1. Men of approved piety, whofe hearts are awed 
with Gods feare, and uamoveably bent to advance ; 


che Adem his glory. 


bly, 


Bis 4.435: 


2. Scripture men, Men well acquainted with the 
secords of Heaven,by theauthority wherof,all doubts 
and differences fhould be determined. 

3. Men not biafied with felfith partiality. Such who 
may come to the Confulrationas white paper,capable 
of thofe impreffions, which the evidence and power 
oftruth fhall imprint. . 

Sound Doctrine maintained,pure Worfhip exerci- 
fed, right Difcipline erected and eftablifhed will con- 
duce greatly to Englands peace and profoerity. Whea 
the Lord thal have wafhed away the filthineffe of the 
daughters of Syon, cre. The Lord {hall create upon e- 
very dwelling place of Mount Syon, and upon her Af- 
fenbhes, acloud and fmoake by day, and the fhining 
ofa flaming fire by night, for upon all the glory [hall be 
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Die Mercurij 29. Junij, 1642. 
T is this day Ordered by the 


Commons now affembled in 
Parliament, That M. dhand M. 
Hampdeén fhall returne thankes to 
M.4/h for the good paines he took 
inthe Sermon he preach‘d the laft 
Faft day but two at the intreaty of 
the faid Commons, and thathebe 
defired to print his Sermon, And 
. that no man prefume to printit,but 
fuch as hee fhall appoint, till the 
Houfe fhall take further Order. 


H. Elne. C ler Parl.D. (Com, | | 


appoint Edward Brew(ter and Jobn Burroughs 
to print my Sermon, Simeon Afb, 


Surrender unto God, 
Opened and applyed, 


A SERMON 


: Preached before 
| The Honourable Houfe of 
| COMMONS, 
At Margarets, Weftminfter, at their late folemn 
. Faft,February 23.1647. 


7 
StMEON AsHE, Preacher of Gods Word 
at Michael Bafsinglbaw, London, 


1 Cor. 6,19. Yee are not your owne. 


Rom,12. 1.2, J befeech yor therefore brethren , by the- 
mercies of God, that yee prefent your felves a living Sacrifice, holy, 
and acceptable unto God, which is your reafonable fervices 

And be uot conformedtothis world, but be yee transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove, whas is that good 
and acceptable, and perfett willef Gode 
— Luxe 15.17, 18,19: eAndwhen he came to himfelfe, he . 
faid, I will arife and goe to my father, and will fay unto him, Fa- 
ther make me as one of thy hired fervants, i, 


ae 


LONDON. 


Printed for £. Brewster, and are to be fold at her: 
fhop on Ludgate-hill at the figne of the. 
Bible neare Fleet-bridge. 
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The Honourable Houfe of Com- 


mons Affembled in Parliament. 


meses Hen your Order commanded me to preach before - 
Hes you, onthe day of your folemne Humiltatioz; 
 Feb.23./ conceived no fubjett more nece[fary, 
* or more feafowable, for my Sermon, then this — 


doétrine of felf-{urrender unto God ; for as the Lord de- 


eer 


your 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
your felves unto the Lord, Every Fast you keep, every 
Sermon you heare and every prayer you make, houldsvort d 
you more fully towards God; Honor & difbonour, fafety and 
dangers, fuccef[e and difappotntments in your Negotiati- 
ons, [bould carry you to God, Your owne Orders, calling 
for Sermons, approving them, and appointing them to be 
printed, will rife up in judgement againft you, sf you doe 
not really devote your [elves unto the Lord, » 
[0 therefore let not Gods words and works bis frowns and — 
files, be loft upon your foules ; winter and Summer 
(bowers and Sun-[bine, ave not in vaine to the fencelefe 
plants and the dull earth, for they, upon the receit hereof, 
give forth their firength,to the uje of man. And {hall 
men, wifemen, men under various, glovtdus-adminiftra- 
tions, refufeto make over themfelves unto their God, in 
all they ave, and have received from him £O God forbid, 
Right Honourable, The imploying, the zmproving of 
every Mans All for the. Lord God, ts the dury-which I 
preached to you, and now pablifh to the world, according. 
to your command, under your protedioz. That the come 
fort of this Prattice may fill your owne hearts ana that the 
fruit bereof may {pread tothe glory of God through the, 
ihank{givings of his people, fhal betheprayerof... n 
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_ Preached before aal 
The Honourable Houfe of 
At = Monthly Faft, on Wednefday, she 23. 
of February, Lea ; 


2 CHRON. 30.86 
Yeeld your felves unto the Lord. 


S)His Text, as I have read ie, is rathera para- i- 

- phrafé, oran Interprétation, than the Trán- Tem 
â) flationof rhe Originali, The genuine con- Dare manny 
Arucion of the Hebrew phrale, is, Give yee f 


N SS) the band unto Jehovah, Proftrati Dei 
Ye! I findeafoure-fold gloffe given upon the Pe” & auxili- 
Text in reference unto ‘the Originallexpref- “7 *™plorate uz 


0 
fen. Firft, (etre conceive that it implyes a profeffed depen- Yui sige 


dance upon the Almighty, and ie a prayerfull ee & Tremel, 


~ 


B E n 
a Ee S S a 


3 A Sermon preached before the Houfe of Commons, 
to his Majefly , for fuccours according to prefent neceffities. 


‘Deodate hath: this hore upon the words. Cell upon him far 
mercy: And there are parallell. Scriptures to juttifie this fence, 
wherein the exereife of prayer is thus exprefled, as Job. rrsr3. 
If thou prepare thine heart, and ftretch out thine hands towards 
' him, And Ela.s.15. when you foread forth your hands, whex 
Jon make many prayers, This interpretation therefore would 
befafe, and the obfervation thence would be {eafonable (viz) 
That in ftormy, troublefome times, people fhouid betake them- 
felvesunto Godby prayer, ; < a wei 
m ` Secondly, others judge, that the phra bef{peakes obedien. 
Cediie matum . ene, = : a 
in fgnum obe, “all fubjection to Gods commands and government ; and they 
dicatie (q.d.). alledge that place of Scripture, to make out this interpretation, 
parete. Natabl. where the obedience of Salomons fabjects unto him,.as their 
Subjicite vos “Kine and Soveraigne ,- is declared ,-by the felfe-fame words, 
lehova pre[tan- ” 4 ra 
tes obedientiam, 


=i 


1 Chron. 29.242 All the Princėt and the mighty men, and all 
ws. Pifcaror; the fonnes likewife of King David, fabmitted themfelves (or gave 
the man) unto Salomon the King. i } 
Thirdly, fome imagine, thata foæderall obligation,added unto 
In fignum fede- an obedientiall refolution, is hereintended: Their‘reafon 1s, be- 
ris, Eman, Sas’ caute giving the hand is frequently {poken of in the Old Tefta- 
ment, as a figne ofCoyenant making As the Lord upbraiding _ 
and threatn ng Pharoah for his falthood, notwithftanding fe- 
-verall engagements, {peakethinthismanner; S ceing hee defpi- - 
Ezck.17.18. fedthe Oath, ix breaking the Covenant (when loe hee had given — 
s P the band) and hath doneall thefe things, þe fhal not eftape. And | 
Os 21020. 


; Salomon in the Book of Proverbs thus {peaketh of obligation | 
a by Suretifhip ,- Be not then one of them that frike hands , 
o7 of thems that are fureties.-- From this notion'l might take | 


m= 5" _oceafion.to.difcourfe of felf- ingaging unto Ged, both in refpect 
, -ofitsprofitablenefie; and, ourcall to,it; as alfo the right mana= 

`` „ging thereof, toour owne advantages ., ií» 
Mee Aga, > 4 There is yet another truth hinted tous by thisexpreffion, l 
dire Seay Give the hand ta the Lord. Theo, render it thus, Give glory — 
Hugi» the Lord, diteAing the people to determine~all-duties: ai} 
` obedientiall endeavours in God, making hishonour che higheg 
and laft end of all their fervices wharfoever, And doubtieffe, 


{uch are the motions ofevery fanctified foule, beeaufe they arife | 
i Er O O ome 
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fromGods grace, therefore they are referred to hisglory ; For adit ee 
as the Naturallifts (peak concerning water, that it may be railed gis i quistes 
to a Cifterne fo high as the Fountaine was from whence it fell: defcendit | 
In like manner, men under the powerfull principle of faving: s 
grace, are carriedon in their courfe, till they.center in God. 
The Apoftle Pauktold the Philippians, that his earrieft heare- phit cao. 
workingswere, that the Lord might be magnified by bits, whe-_ 
ther by life or deaths And doubtleffe thefe are the breathings 1 Cor-to,3:. 
of every gracious foule, becanfe we are commanded tordoe «i 
tothe glory of God, Ue Aran ole ioni Abs 

But paffing over thus briefly the feverall apprehenfions of 

learned Expofitors, let us take the words aswefindetheminour;. =t 
 Tranflation,Yeeldyeur felves unto the Lord, -This Texe calls: for’ 
a facred furrender of our {elves ro Gods =, avsi a àtha 

Wherein we may confider : ` Bime brin tn 


ba 


- 1e The gift, Your felves, re ese Yittws 


22. The givers, Yee yourfelves, = +a eh cl 
-~ 3. The receiver, Jehovah the Lord. Sead Tes 
There is need of warineffe, left according to this divifion of .- 
the Text, the fence thereof{hould be mifapprehended and mif- 
applyed; therefore let thefe Cautions be premifed, before pitch: °° 
upon the Doctrine hencetobe handleds: © csv =t a 
Firft, this Text doth not prefuppofe chat we are ourowne to Castions. 
difpofe of,as our felves pleafe ; forthe Pfalmift aflures us, that: = | =~» 
the whole world is the Lords, and-all that dwell therein, there= PPL tr 1 
fore this gift is not in the givers pofleffion to doe withvtas; 9 <9"! 
hee lifts. mnm itt - EE TOALETTET t 
. Secondly, neitheris it intimatedin thefewords, Thatwee _ 
have ability in ovr felves, to make a furrenderof our felves unto - 
God : For the Receiver (God Almighty.) enables; his fer- 
vants to make tender of that whiclf he defervésandaccepts:: T- 
“The Holy Ghoft reporting the fucceffe of thi¥ advice given 
inthe Text, tells us, 7» Jadah the hand of God was to give thewp 2 Ch 0.30.16 
one heartto doethe commandement. uiri ary 
Thirdly , nor is it implyed in this phrafe of {peech, thar:.. 
men may by any forcible refiftance'gaine-fay and difappoint 
God in his eternall purpofe, to make improvement of them for 
himfelfe ; for the giver hath not thus the gift inhis‘ownpowet: —-- 
Bibs B2 er 
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fidesable, that herein no more was required of inferiours, then. 
5 < “ : a il . 5 : Was a 
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A Sermon preached beforethe Houle of Commons, 
True it is, that the commands and tenders of God are difobeyed 


and fleighted by AZans Aubbornneffe + In which fenfethe Lord — 


complaines, AZy people wowld not hearken to my voyce, and Ifrael 
would none of me.» Yea, I confeffe alfo, that many motions of 
Gods Spirit are refifted by heart-perverfnefle; In which re- 
fpe&, the Martyr Stephen {peakes in this manner tothe Jewes, 
Yee fliffe-necked and uncircamcifed in heart audeares, ye doe al- 
wayesrefit the HolyGhoft zas your Fathers did, fo doeyee, But 
the Almighty by the all-conquering powerofhis grace, fubdues 
allthem untohis government, whem he intended from eternity, 
tobring unto himfelfe. AU whomthe Father giveth me (faith 
Chrift)(ballcometo me. And though the ele& through the wic- 
kedneffé and waywardneffe of their hearts, fhould fay, Wee wil 
be like others, ferving wood and fose ; the Lord will anfwer, 
That which commeth intoyour minde, it fhai not be. 

Fourthly, neither may wehence inferre, That when we doe 
through the affiftance of divine grace, give up our felves to 
the Lord, this may properly be calleda gift. 

_Its a giftleffe gift, 

For z. We give to God, that which is his owne. Yee are not 

your owne (faith the Apoftle) your bodies and fonles are Gods. 

2. And when the Lord enjoyeth us in the fulleft imploy- 
ments andimprovements, this.queftion may be propounded, If 


thou. be righteous, what give thou him, or what veceiveth he of | 
thine hand? The Pfalmilts confeffionamfwers the quettion, O — 


my. foule, thou haftfaidnnto the Lord, Thomart my Lord, my. 


goodneffé extendeth not to thee : Neither our felves, nor our - 
fervices can poffibly reach God, with the leaft advantage ; for - 


‘unto perfection therecan be no addition at all. 
My Text holds forrh, i 
Fir, What is Gods due, Your felves. | 
> Secondly, What is mans duty, Yeeld your felues unto the 
ord. : 
The Doctrine is open and evident; it lyes faire and full inthe 
face of the Text, 


T hat people of all forts, fhosld yeeld themfelves wntothe Lord, _ 


This is the counfell, the command of the Text; and itis con- 


l 


, l - 
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was endeavoured by Superiours of all forts, towards the pro+ ` 
moting ofthis fervice. Do | i 
, Ie is iawine heart (faith King Hezekiah) to make a Csvenant — 
with the Lord God of Ifraci. He gathered the Rulers of LChron.29.10, 
the City, and went up tothe boufe ofthe Lord, And the Princes A 
alfo, went throughout al Ifrael and Jadah, according tothe Come cap.30.6. 
mandement of the King, faying, Yee children of Ifrael, tunne again 
nntathe Lord. . 
Neither ean any juftly except againft this Do&rine, as though 
it heldforthto Chriftians an Old Teftament exercife.For Gof- 
pel merciesare mentioned by the Apoftle Paal (chat Golpel- Rom.rzae > 
Preacher) toperfwadeir, /befeceh you (faith he) by the mercies 
of God, that you prefer your bodies as a living facrifice, holy and 
acceptable unto God, which is your reafonable fervice, 
_ And it is recorded to the great commendation of the Mace- 
donians, That they gave their own felvestothe Lord, 2 Cor.8.5- 
The wordswhich furround my Text, difcover the feverall Reafons 
arguments, whereby this practice was prefled upon this people, i 
which I willbriefly point at, andleave it to your confciences to 
confider, whether they concerne. not us, even our felves this - 


days ! 

y irft, From thisglorious Title of God, Jehovah, which hints 

 untous both hisIndependency and Fidelity. 1.HisIndependen- 

cy.The Lord revealed himfelf to AZofes by this Name, Z am that : 
Iam ; What I am, Iam, ofandfrom my felfe, neither nee- 
ding creatures, nor:receiving advantage from creatures. Wee 
havein our times notorious experiences of many men, yeeld- . 
ing themfelves as fervants to men, becanfe of their dependance - 
upon them, though their fupporters are alfo fupporced by another 
power. How much rather fhould we give up our {elves toant 
Independant God. 

a His Fidelity, 7 appeared wnto Abrahams, unto Ifaac, . 
and unto Jacob (faid the-Lord unto Mofes). by the Name Erode 
God Almighty, but by the Name Fehovah was Inot known usto 
them, The meaning of which words ismanifeft, chat although 
manifold providences had- abundantly proved his great power, 
yet'in the faithfull performance of his promifes, he had not been: 
fo clearely difcovered, as now heintended to difcover himfelfe. 

B:3 o ARS í 


Ezod.3. tge: 
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PIV, 27.10. 


Zep! .3.6,7. 


A Sermon preached before the Houfe of Commons, 

Alas, many amongft us enflave themfelves to falfe-hearted 
men, whoare neither faithfull to God, norto their friends + 
much rather fhould we make refignation of -our felves unto 
Jehovah, whofe wayes are mercy arid truth » who® promifes: 
are yeaand amen in Iefus Chrift, unto all tho‘e who humbly . 
wait upon him. JETE, A 
~ Secondly, from. their relation.to his Majefly: ‘The qos ren~. - 
der the word /ehovah, by thefewords, The Lord God of Ifrael. 
And it followes immediately after the Text, Serve the Lord 
your God, In the 6. verfe, the exhortation is thus expreffed, 
Yee children of Ifrael turne againe unto the Lord Godof Abra- 
ham, Ifaacand Ifrael. Here I remember the counlell of Saze- 
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fireets mafe, their Cities ave destroyed, T faid; Sure'y thou å 
wilr feare mee , thou wils receive inftrutlion, 
~ 2» Towards thetnielves,-‘che providences of the Lord had 
been defeniive. Yow are efcaped ous.of the hand ofthe King of 
Affyria, Net.6._How,xarious.and glorious Gods adminiftrati; 
ons have been for your prefervation,in your perfons,po(effions, 
relative comforts , and your- faire opportuhties‘of publick fee- 
vice, I leave it to your felves to confider. But when you have 
farveyed them, I befeech. yon let this:be the refult, the im- 
provement. Wewill therefore yeeld our felves us:othe Lord. 
Fourthly, Fiem his pretions promifes. Both to themfelves, 
and unto their brethren. - i 
Firft, that God might fubdue them unto himfelfe, hee pro- 
mifeth to-them, r The ceffation of his angers Serve the 
Lord, that the-fiercenefe-of his wrath may turne away from y:#, 
werf.8. ‘This argument was ftrong in Hezekiah his thoughts, 
quickning this engagement. Now it it in my heart, to make a > Chto. 29.10. 
covenant with the Lord Godof Ifrael, that his fierce wrath may 
_ tarne away from use Leg. us,.1 pray. you , apply this to our felves, 
Amongft what-ort of-ypeople;in this ,Kingdome are there not 
coalesot divine dilpleafure kindled ? our {chifmes, and fidings, 
-our factions ,and fractions, (I know not how many ) our divi~: 
fions, both in-regard of Ghuren and Common-Wealth con- 
cérnments, doe difcover the fames of Gods anger burning a~ 
mongft us, Now whatgracioushearr,defires not to tread out 
the.{parks of divine vengeance? Are we,not affembled this day, 
to powre out buckets upon thefe burning flames, Therefore 
let ns yield our (elves unto the Lord. 2..1he continuation of his. 
favour. Hee will not turne away his favour from you, if yee re- 
turne unto him, ver.o«-Ob hoy: fweec ts Gods love, in ic felfe, 
andin thetruits thereof, unto the: fonle which hath been fort- 
ched with the expreffions of his.difpleafure? Doubtleffe, in his 
favour islifesand his loving kindueffe rs better then lifes In him Prat. é 
we lives miove, and;hayeeurbeing, If weemay have Gods “' 3 
fmiles; we fhall not need'to feare mens ffownes: His good-will 
fweetens all our forrowes, betters all our comforts, fupports us 
under allour preffures, and adds very much to our advantage, 


in allconcernments and conditions of life, whatfoevers ge 
Sooo le o5 a aee a ee, ee ren eee es -=m a i —- eo = ore: S 2 
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The Devils 

vafiules, 
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‘fore ler this argumentprevaile with you, thus torefolve, wee 


will yield our felves unto the Lords 
Secondly, Gods grace gives ontpromifes, extending to their 


brethrenas to chemfelves, upon this condition, of aright felfe- 
. dedication unto his Majefty, both compaffions and reparati- 


tions, 
Ie Compaffons, If youturne againe untothe Lord, your brez 


threw and children{ball findcomspaffion. — 


2. Reparations, They fhallcome again into this Land. ver. 9: 
And that thefe promifes may be credited, norwithftanding. 
this peoples unworthineffe, the reafon of all isrendred, verfe o. 


For the Lord your God is gracious and mercifull, Now to bring 


thefe incouragements of Gods grace home to our felves, by 
way of argument. This day wee fhould have bofomes full of 
bowels towards all our fuffering brethren: poore /reland efpe- 
cially may challémge a great fhare in this dayes prayets; Alas, 
alas, how inexcnfably hath chac wafted, and almoft loft King- 
dome been neglected! And I am pertwaded that every good | 
heart here, akes for bleeding /reland,and galpesafter the pee- 
dy repairing of the wofull breaches there. Therefore to che ufe 
ofother meanes, for the effeCting of your poore brethrens de- 
liverance, add this, Yield your [elves uxtothe Lord. 

Thus from the interpretation of my Text, and the confir- 
mation of thedo¢trine thence collected, I proceed tothe appli- 
cation ofall by way of ufe, and the ufes which I fhallinfift upor 
are of two forts, the one of Reprehenfion, and the other of 
Exhortation. 

I begin with reproofe, wherein I premife twothings by way 
of requeft. x. That if any thalljudge mefharp, it may-be re- 
membred, that I fp:ak for God, and therefore may be bo'd, and 
muft bee faithful. 2. That every mans con{cience may by- 
felfe- reflexion make a particular application of that which I 
fhallonely in general! propound unto confideration. 

There are 4 forts of people, whofe courfes are inconfiftenc 
with that felfe-furrender unto God whichmy Text calls for. 
Firlt, thofe who yieldthemfelves up unto Sathan; foGod and 
the Devillare A/uffata, they are at asgreat adiltance as i 

an 


e 
: 
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and Hell, light and darknefle. what fellowfhip ts there (faith the 
Apottle) betwixt Chrift and Belial, 

This charge believe willbe acknowledged juft, but few or 
none will be willing toowneit, as reaching themfelves, Every 
one willbe apt to ward off this blow, to avoid thisblame, as 
imagining that itbelongeth not unto them ; therefore let usen- 
quire, the charaGters of thofe, wha ate in this kinde blame- 
worthy, S 

Fig All Witches, Wizards, Conjurers,and fich like crea- 
tures, who by compact fell rhemfelves to Sathan, upon conditi- 
on that he will be fervicezble to them, in the accomplifhment - 

-of their malicious, mifchievous defires. But thefe1 took upon 
as too fowle to be poken of inthis Affembly, ~~ 
Secondly, thofe who abide wilfully ignorant, ofthe things 
of God, the matters of Religion. The Devils are called, The : 
rulers of the darknefe of this world. Hereto accords the {peech Eph, 12, 
of the Apoitle Pax/, reporting the end of his fpiricuall Com- €"? 
miffion to the Gentiles; It was (faith he) ro open their eyes, to 
bring them from darkweffe to light, and from the power of Satan 
to Ged. Thefe words imply, not onely, that men under Sa- 
tans power, are unfubdued to God; but alfo, thar men in 
darkneffe,men willingly buried in ignorance, are in the Devils 
dominion. J wifh that allthofe who contemnethe knowledge 
of God in hisworfhip,and the government of his Church, &c. 
would ferioufly confider of this matter.. There isa generation 
whe fay to God, Depart from us, we defire not the knowledge of : 
thy wayes. Ifthey may underftand how to buy and fell,to fave Lob 1. 14. ? 
and gain, to converfe with men, for their owne credit and ad- 
vantage, they lift not to learne how to difcerne betwixt truths 
and errours, things that differ in matters of Religion ; doubt- 
lefe thefe yeeld nor them(elves unto the Lord, bue rather 
contentedly continue in fervitude co the Prince of dark- 
nefie, 

Thirdiy, fuch whonotwithfanding the light of knowledge 
which they have attained, and whereof they boaft, doe yer 
fubborniy perfift in conrfes of known difobedience to God. 
The Apotile thus charaGterizeth them in whom the Prince of 
the power inthe ayre exercifeth his authority. Children of 
it © C 


dif- - 
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Epi. 2.3. 
AgiiSees. order cheir converfations according to holy Scripture, but they 


Loh,844- -ehe Devill, and his works yee will doe. A man that comes to 
Non per (adebis the Congregation, Sabbath after Sabbath, Faft after Faft, and, 
etiamfiperfua- yet 18 refolvedin himfelfe thus farre, andno further will hee 
fetis. proceed in reformation of himfelfe , whatfoever God by 


The fecond jntendnot againft chem, who are in bondage to the men of the. 


forttobe re- world, (fo I fhall deale with them under the next head of re- 
proved, The i 


lds drud- A a a 
es. go make it their maine bufineffe, to fcrapeand heape together the: 


Matth.6.24, world. Forour Saviour faith, Ye cannot ferve God and Mans- 


Jam. g.4.  fiftencie hereof, Ye Adulterers and Adultereffes, know ye not; 


Hof.7. 14. -intheprofeflion and practice of Religion» They affemble thema 


Mat. 23.144 . and ereatin the world. Wotoyou Hypocrites (faid our Saviour) 
Simulita Sanch- 

- tas eft duplex , $ 
-” Gniquicane  teerefore ye feall receive the greater damnation, 


Se ee ae e 
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2. The ftrength,the fireame of their heads hearts sinterefis, PhiL 3.19. 
 andall abilities ran out much more world-ward,then after God, Torr aa 
in advancing him, and enjoying communion with him. They” pant Rebus ter- 
mind earthly things. Thisis their anu neceffarium, their bufi- yenis dediti funt 
neffe, as though they were brought into the world (as Factors Pifcator. 
ate fent into forraigne Countries) for no other end thentoget Luc. 127,18. 
wealth, : Pieno gikeno 
This is notably fer forth by the pra&tice of that earth-worm. ot Te 
fpoken ofin the Parable, He thought within himfelfe, faying ob 
what [hall Idoë ? and he faid, this will I doe, . Dialogue-wile am iftinfraods i 
he debated the bufinefe with himéelfe. Himfelfe asked the bomines torare 
queftion, and himfelfe returned anfwer. He layed forth his viam in fubdu. 
abilities to gather or ftore up the fruits of the earth; but we cendis rationibus 
read ofno forecafting, no projecting, to grow tichin grace, or a pens 
co make Gods Name glorious in the world: Hedidthework pint editeat 
ofmen about earthly concernments, but labours not at all for murat quadrata 
Gods honour, or his owneternall happinefle. , roiundis, 
-3. They-ft down fatisfied in the enjoyment of fublunary 
accommodations ; having fored their houfes, filled their pur- 
tes, provided large portions for their pofterity, they fettle, as 
the ftone in tke center: Here they live, and folace themfelves 
as the Fifhin the water : Like that Worldling,of whom I {pake 
before, when his barnes being inlarged, were filled, he faith to 
'his foule, Now take thy reff, for thes haft goods layed up for ma- Luk. 12.196 
ny yeares. Now he fingsa Requiem to himfelfe; nowhisdayes = > 
work was done, he thinks he may goe unto bedand ret. And taayald yey 
there is one circumftarce more confiderable (vize) that he calls Mae cana 
the fruits of the earth, his goods, looking upon them with a s P 
highefi refpects : I call upon your confciences, to make applica- e 
“tion of this particular, when the fecuring of outward eftates,and zias bona appel- 
the fetling of civill liberties, is fatisfatory, though matters of lat, non tantnm 
Religion continue unreformed, and the government of Jefus Haah i S 
Chrift in his Churches is neither perfected, nor eftablifhed, 7 HE H fs 
This frame of heart argues that men rather yeeld themfelves . Dis exifti- 
tothe world, then unto the Lord. _ mat, Grorias 
< Their con(ciences can contentedly difpence with things in loc 
difpleafing to God, and difhonourable to him, that they-may `’ 
ferve their owne turn, incompafling worldly accommodations. F 
x s C 2 EIRAS: 


+ 
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2Tim.qio. Demas hath forfaken me (faith Saint Pari) having loved this 
prefent world, and is departed. What cared he for the truths cree 
dit,or the Apoftlescomfort, if he might gainetheworld? And 
of like fort;Were thofe fpoken of in the parable, who fleighted 
Gods invitation to ordinances of Communion, in comparifon 
of a Farm purchafed, Oxen bought, and a Wife newly married. 
Laukiai? Opp hah inhope of marriage-preferment inher own Country, 
: will leave her mother in law Naomi, her Religion and her god 
Math.t9-21,22 alfo, So the rich young man in the Gofpell will goe croffe to. 
l -  Chrifts counfell, hazzardeternalllife, and forfake Chrift him- 
felfe, rather then fell his faire eftate. Dire@ly thus it is wich 
many amonett our felves ; what care they what becomes of 
the Covenant, conicience, Chrift in his government, or the 
work of Reformation inthe Kingdome, if themfelves may be 
enriched, raifed to places of preferment, and bee made great in 
the world? There is no queliion to be made of it, but thee 
perfons yield themfelves to the world, and not unto God, 

Thethjrd fort Thirdly, thofewho are in willing fervitude to men, The 
repreved,the’ Apoftle Parl faith, yee are bought with a price, bee yee not the 
fetvants of fervants of men; And the Evangelift gives the reafon, for ove 
men. gs your msafter, which is Chrif. The Levellers of thefe times 
a 7 ee may be apt to inferre from thefe expreffions, thatall fubordi- 
a2 31" nations in civill focieties fhould ceafe amongft men, thar there 
fhouldnot now bee any more King and Subjeéts, Mafterand — 
Servants, but parity and equality amongft all. I may nor die 
- greffe to fpeak againft this wild phancy, the birch of mans in- 
tolerable pride: But the Apoftle himfelfe in his words fore- 
going, doth iufficiently dilcover his diflike of this conceit, Les 
ae every man abide ia the fame calling wherein he wascalled, Art 
thor called being a fervant, care not for st ; (q.d. perplex not thy 
. a2, heart, with che thought of this thy condition) for he that is 
called being a fervant, ts the Lords freeman, And it followes, 
Brethren, let every man, wherein hee t called, therein abide with 
God. i P | 

The meaning of the Apoftle is, That in matters of Religion 
and Confcience, no man profeffing a fervant-like relation to 
Chritt, fhould pinne his opinion upon another mans fleeve, 
_ andenflave his judgement. or pra&tice unto another mans wii! 
i and 
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andway. Bae as the Lord hath dijiributed ta every man, as the veres;s 
Lordkath calied every one, fa let him walk, f i 
Now here it willbe demanded, who are thefe fervants of 
men, whom you reprove, who doe not yield themfelves unto 
the Lord? lanfwer, 1. Such, who inthe things of Godmake 
mens opinions, precepts, practices, their rulesand ftandards, 
whofe feare (whofe way of worfhip) « taught by the precept Efa.29.1 30 
of men, as the Prophet Efaiah {peaks. And who willingly walk, of 5.11 
after the (ommandment, as another Prophet expreffeth ir. 
You may know them by theirlanguage, by their queries in 
mattersof controverfie, what is the judgement of fuch a per- 
fon inthis particular , what way walketh fuch a prevailing par- a ofiratum pes 
as gees OFT dibusme nbi 
ty in, inregard of this difference amongft brethren; like ún- ofero cum om- 
to the enquiries of old, Dee any of the Scribes and Pharifecs nibus qua fum 
believe on him? lob. 7e 48. Doe the Grandees, the mafters of & babeo; voces 
thèfe times, practice, or approve fuch a courfe? Thefe fervants (44 vocem 
of men will ftere according to their matters compafle; fectheir Ge ifliia te prae 
i E a A identis & lo- 
watches according to his diall ; dance after his pipe. As Luther quentis agnof. 
before Chri converted him, yielded himlelfe to the Popes cam. Luthers 
pleafure ; fo many to prevailing andoverpoweting great ones lester to Pope 
amongh men, 2. Who aime at mans appl. nfe astheirmark, Leoia. 150 
in their appearing for Religion, either by word or ation. AR Maih.23-$fe 
their works they doe, (faith our Saviour) rò bee feen of men, And 
as the foolifh Hen cackles when'fhee hath laid an egge ; fo. 
thefemen delre that Triampets may be blowne, to found ont, 
farre and neare, their brave exploits, Come with mee ( faich - 
Jehu) andfee my xeale for the Lord. Thele men-pleafing men, Kin,10.16. 
Aill fo fet their wills, chat the wind of mans applaufe may fill 
their fayles. And therefore to honour them, whom they Ido- 
lize in thiskinde, they will adventure both credit and con‘ci-. 
ence too. AS Lerod Steetched out his hand, to vex certaine of AQ.12.1,2,3, 
the Church, and hee killed Tames, the Brother of lohn, withthe 
Jword, And becanfe hee faw it pleafed the Iewes, hee procesded 
furthertotake Peter alfo. The practice of Pilat proved him to 
be a man of the {ame make, who notwithftanding caveats gi Math 27 78, 
ven by his Wife, and checks received from hisowneconicience; +25:36. 
yet to gratifie the rumultuous, mutinous multitude, paffed the 
fentence of condemnation upon Telus Chrift. And 1 heartily 
i C3. with, , 
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wifh, that there were none in this age, who accufe,revile, per- 
fecute, and prejudice their brethren, even againft their owne ` 
profeffions, and the verdi& of their owne confciences, being 
carried on headlong with an impetuous defire to bee approved 
and applaudedby fome men. Oh that this fore of people,men of 
this generation, would ferioufly and fadly confider the wordsof 
the Apoftle Panl, Do I xowperfivade men, or Godsor do I feek to 


| pleafe men; forif I yet pleafed men, I fhould wot bee the fervant 


of Chrift. 
Fourthly, Thofe who make theméelves their own- Matters, 


-fort reproved, whereas if felfe bee not denied, Chrifh cannot be followed, as 
felfe-feekers. appeares by his owne words. Jf any manwil come after me, let 


Mauté,2 4. 


him deny himfelfe, and take np his croffeand followmee. Take this 
truth with caution; for doubrleffe the Lord allowes mento feek 
their owne.credit, liberty, and other outward comforts ; yet 
felfe in thefe things muft not befupreme, but fhould be fought 
in {ubordination to farre higherends. There's alfoa {pirituall 
felfe-feeking, in ttudying peace with Ged, groweth in grace, 
communion with Chrift, andmore full conformity tohis go~ 
vernment; and this cannot bee feparated from a facred felfe fur- 
render unto the Lord. Butthe felfe.feeking which I reprove, 
as inconfiftent with giving up felfe unto God, is that felfe-Ido- 
lizing which is common amongft men, whereby they fet up 
themfclves as their own laft ends, either onely, or principally, 
minding felfe cafe, felfe-advancement, felfe-advantage in all 
their negotiations, whether civillor facred, perfonall, or more 
publique. : 
Here it will be enquired how felfifhnffe in this fenfe may be 
detected. s i 
- Fir, By confulting with carnall reaforalone, in holy un- 
dertakings ; Like rhat people, who being diflwaded from bur- 
ning incenfé to the Queen of Heaven, they review their former 
plenty enjoyed, in that fuperftitious courfe , and therefore 
fleight the Prophets counfell; Wee will certainly doe whatfoewer 


Tct.4si7,18 « thing gosth forth of our own mouth, for then had wee plenty af 


Vittuall, and were well, and faw no evill ; but fince wee left off, 
we have wanted all things, and have been confumed by the fword. 
This (Tam afraid) isthe reafoningof many in this Kingdome, 
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in reference to the work of Reformation begun amongft us. 

When wee had our old way of Divine- Service, and when 

all were admitted to the Sacrament without any examination , 

how well was icthenwith our forefathers and with our felves? 

Thus people argue the cafe, from fence, not having . recourfe, 

to Gods word, for fatisfa&tion, In like manner, many reafon 
againft the Presbyteriall Government, the exercifing of it, is 

likely to bee anhinderance to us,in our ca!lings, our credit, our 
commands, and gainfull courfes, and therefore we will not af 

fent unto it, As the King of Navarre told Beza, that hee 

would not adventure on Sea, for Religion any farther then he might 

feca fafepallage to fhore againe, \ leave the application of this, 

in refpe& to your concernments, unto your own fpirits, Sure 

I am, when Gods gracehad wrought Paul unto Chrift, he faith 

(and his practice proved the truth of it) Z confulted not with Gal.z.16. 
fich and bloud.- ‘ ja fae 

Secondly, By making carnall-felfe,in theinjoyment offub- 

junary contents, the laftandchiefe end, in Religious fervices. 

The Lord by the Prophet Zacharye, blames old Iftael for this 

fault. Yee fafed toyour felves, and noe tome ; And did you not Zach.7.5,6 
eat and drink to your felves? How low and unworthy were the 

fpirits of Hamor and Sechens, in moving their Citizens to ac- 

cept of Circumcifion (which was an holy ordinance of God, 
and a feale of his covenant with his people) becaufe by this ) 
means they might enrich themlelves. Jfevery male among m be Gen,34,22,23 
circumctfed, as shey are civeumecifed, (ball wot their cattell, and 
their fubftance, and every beaft of theirs be ours ? Such a bent 

of heart upon perfons in thefe times of more full and glorious 

light, is more abominable, and much more inexcufable. Should 

men now, make rheir pretences to Religion meerly ftirrups 
whereby toraife themfelves, that they may fit in the faddle of 
greatnefle and rule, they would faften upon themfelyes a blot 

not to be wiped off, I haveheard it reported, that fome great ss 
ones have faid, that the onely end of our Solemne-National- 
Leagueand Covenant, was to bring in the Scots, for our afli- 

Rance in the time of our need. Oh tell it not in Gath, and pub- 

Lifhie not ineAskelon; Alas,alas, that ever fuch words (hould 

be fpoken in England, as though our ufe of an inc P 

igh . 
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high andho'y, our obliging our felves to reformour elves and 
femilies, and our engaging our felvesto reform the Church ac- 
cording to Gods word, was meerly to ferve our owne turne, 
in the day of our diftrefle Queftionleffe men thus minded, 
gave themfelves up to themielves, and not unto God, in their 
covenanting. — a 
Thirdly, By fiering more, upon wrongs and affronts offered 
tofelfe, then for difhonours done to thegreat God. How ma- 
_ by are Gallio like, not caring at all what diigrace is eaft upon the 
AG 18-5251 oovernment of Chritt, and his Embaffadours, and yet will be 
al -ail on a flame if their own credit be touched, theit free-holds 
fhaken,and carnal! hopes difappointed, as it was with them who 
made Alver firives for Diana, when Pasi by his preaching did 
ee underminethat vanity. 
Thushave | in generalls fuggefted the courfes which arein- 
confiftenr, witha right felfe-iurrender unto God. Do nor, L. 
pray you, inthe application. putthemoffunto others (as chil- 
dren, when looking-glaffes give the reprefentation of their 
owne faces, fay, they {ee Babies) but let every one labour by 
ielf-reflection co difcover their owne defects, and upon bumi- 
liation refolve upon future amendment. And thus from re- 
proofe I proceed to Exhortation. 


The ule of My exhortation is, come and let us joyne our ‘felves to the 
Exhortation. Berd. Ohthat alloyrhearts might joyntly refolve, 
ler. sos. ug 


Wee will yseld our (elves untothe Lord. 
In theinlarging of this ufe, Iwill r. Lay open this duty, 
becanle it is largeand comprehenfive. 2. Periwade the pra@tile 
thereof, becaule ir isneceflary, and yet there is a wofull way- 
wardneffein out Natures to fubmit unto it- j 
; t begin with che untolding of this fervi.e, of felfe-furrender 
eg ere unto God, which (as I conceive ) comprizeth chefe parti- 
ca a devo- Culars. p. À ‘ 
tingcur'felves Fir, A minding of our own felves, both fir and moft in 
to God. references unto God; Whereas the Hypocrites fay, but do not; 
-Math.23.754+ They, bind heavy burthens upon others, but themsfelves will not 
move them, with one. of their fingers. It’s an eaGier thing to 
commandothers, then to obey our felves. But in eur language 
£0 others, we fhouldlearn alwayes, to take inour felves, (ome, 


let 


il 
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les ws goe tothe honfeof the Lord. He willteach us of his waies: 
and wee will walkin his paths, 

Secondly, Confulting with God in all our religious con- 
cermments. / am thine (faith David) and I have fanghe thy 
precepts; [ anathy fervant, give nee understanding, that L may 
know thy teftimonies. Wee mult yield our uoderftandings to 
be informed, and ourjudgemenisto berectified by the Lord, 
not daring to entertaine any Opinions, or to adventure upon 
courfes,in matters of Religion, but fuch as God approves, 

Thirdly, Roall refolutions of obedience. His fervantts you 
are, (faith the Apoftle ) to whom yon yield your felves.as fervants 
taobey. Knowledge aggravates difobedience; Aad it’s a fure 
note of an Hypocrite; to propound queflions without purpo- 
fes to fubmit unto truths difcovered. The Prophet /eremiah 
had to doe with fuch people: Yee diffembled ix your hearts 
(faith he) when ye fent me to the Lord your God, faying pray for 
us untothe Lord our God ; and according to all thatthe Lord our 
God fhall fay, declare untous, and we will do it: And nowi have 
this day declared it to you, but you have not obeyed the voice of 
Lord your Godinany thing, for the which he hath fent me unto 


you, It isa moft fad thing and an argument of Now-dedication 


to God, when Gods Meffengers are called to attend a people 
from Faft to Faft, with che meffages of the mof High God, 
and yet that people refufe to yield obedience. 

Feurthly, /wtegrality inregardof perfon, Géerifie God both 
in your bodtes and in your fpirits; And yield your fecves, faith 
my Text. God will nottakeup with halves ; Hee will not 
accept any partner, he cannct indure any competitor; Hee 
will either have all, or none ac all. The counkil ef Samael 
was, Jf you returne tothe Lord with all your heart, ferve him 
onely. If you bring your bodies, withcut your hearts, hee will 
not accept your prefent, it’s a vaine oblation; Andif your 
foules come in; your bodies willnot, cannot, be kept back. 

Fifthly, Ozsverfality, in refpect cf duty. I remember the 
anfwer of the governourof Ahbabs children, kntto Jebs his 
challenge; We are thy fervauts, and we will dos whatfoever thos 
commande. Sure Fam, it is more reafonableto refolve this, 
in regardof Ged. And :his is moft certaine, thar they do no- 

thing 
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thing for Gcd ccnfcionably, who obry not univerfally s but 
the words of the Prophet Jeremiah may be applied to them, 
T hey have done nothing, of all that which the Lord commanded 
them. . 

Sixthly, Spontaniety, Thy people are a wiling people, faith 
God to Chrift, This offering up of our felves unto God, mutt 
in the fenfe aforefaid, bea free-will offering. You your felves, 


_ jield your felves isthe counfell of my Text. 


Bee not haild per-force to God inholy performances, but 
come freely, : It added much to their commendation, who 
offered themfelves willingly,to Ged in his fervice. Letthis incou- 
rage usto dee the like. 

Seventhly, Sincerity, Refpecting both Gods call and glory 
inthis felfeefurrender, Whether we Live(faiththe Apoftle ) we 
live to the Lord,or whether we die, we die tothe Lord; therefore 
whether we live, or die, we avethe Lords. If God be not inten- 
ded asour ultimate end in this wotk, we lie open to that re- 
proofe which was charged upon the people in the Reigne-of 
Iofiah,of whom Ged thus complaines; Judah hath not tur- 
ned unto me with her whole heart, but feignedly; becaufe the 
command of the King, and refpect to company, did moreco- 
operate, then refpe& to God, inthat their conyerfion. 

Eighthly, Wslingneffe, not onely to doe duty, but alfotoindure 
hardfhip for God. Hee that followes Chrif, muf as well take: 
up his croffe, as betake himfelfeunto his work. Thehand muft 
be réady for ection, and the back for burthens, for blowes. 

Herein Saint Paul gave us good Example, Lam ready, not 
to be bound enely,but alfote die at lerufalem, forthe Name ofthe 
Lord lefus. i l 

Ninthly, Zeale, Gods peculiar people fhonld be zealous of 
geod works. And is there any concernmentin the world, which 
fheuld fomuch fire our hearts, asthethingsof God? Micsh 
gathered a company, and made after them, with an out- cry, 

who had taken away his Idols, and his language exprefled 
much paffionacenefle ; Yon have taken away my geds, and what - 
have i more, and what is this that you fay tome, what ayleththee? 
Oh blufh for fhame, you Jukes warm mcn, who under pre- 
tence of moderation, can contentedly fuffer God, the onely 
; true 


è 


: at the monthly Faft, Febr, 23. 1647. 19 
erue God, in his ordinances, in his truths, in the government 
of his Senne, to be difhonoured in your Families, and in che 
Kingdome àlle, both by opintonsand pfactices which are in- 
tolerable. 

Tenthly, Conftancie, The Lord taketh no Apprentizes for 
term of yeares, but wee must ferve him all the dages of our life. Lvk-'75. 
And Ipray you confider, whether thofe reafons which may N 
perfwade 4 fervanc-like fubje&tion unto God, once, will not 
be found as trong, toprevaile with you, to yield your felves 
tohim forever. Doubileffe that man loved his Wife but little, 
who wifhed her ke an Almanack, that he might have ano- 

- ther the next yeare; and he that defiresto be fet free from his 

» engagementsto God, loves him notatall, The fervant that 
loved his Majer, would not go ont free, but was content to Exod.ar.5;6, 
be bored through the eare, that he might ferve him for ever, 

Eleventhly, Concord avd hearty affections towards all thems who 
will affocrage with ss for God When lames, Cephas and ohn (faith 24!-2-- 

- i A $ lntinie coe 
the Apo le Paul) fawtive grace that was givento me, they gave insignis no- 
tomeand Barnabas the right hand of fellow{h:p. Our Solemne fre fenum & ` 
League and Covenantcals for our Harmonious holding toge- obfgnatios 

ther, that we may, by united endeavours, perfect the work of Parens in locate 
publique Reformation. The combination of our common ad- 
verries, requires otr conjunction for Gods glory, and our 
owne comfort. And itis a very lamentable thing, that when 
Religion lies at Rake (as it were) men fhould drive private pere 
fonall defigues, and make parties to ferve their owne turne, 
though to the increafe of our divifions, and to the difhonour 
of God. , 

Twelfthly, e4 calm and contented committing of our felves, 
with our All, to the difpofall of God, as may [eem good in his 
fight. The practice ot David may be our pattern in this parti- 
cular + When his credir, his Crowne, and his life, were en- 
dangered by the rebellion of ad/olon,chefe were his words ; If 
the Lordfay, I have no delight in thee, here am I, let him doe , Sam.t5.26, 
to mee arfeermeth good unto him. And upon the practice of this 
felfe-furrender, in the forementioned particulars, wee may 
with much confidence and comfort, put our felves with our 
cohtetnments, upon the t’ream of Gods providence, to bec 
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carried to fhore, fooner, or later, with more, or with Icffe, as 
ae ode cme may Mand with bis gocd pleafure, 

Ping of Thus having laid forththe duty of the Text, in the com- 
cur lelves unto prehenfions of it , l ncw proceed to perf{wadethe pradice 
cae Lord. of it, by Scripture arguments; and I fhall give in the argu- 
The Faft mo- mentative enforcement of this felfe-yielding unto God, nnder 
uvefromé- foure heads of motives. i 


Arguments to 


ye The firfi is taken from the eguity thereof. The Apoftie faith, 
“om-iZele Ty's your reafonable fervice. This will appeare by three Confi- 
derations. ii 


Gods Right 


Fir, Becaufethe Lord hath amore full right to us, then 
fourcfold. í 


either cur felves, or any other can claims Al foules are mine, 
Ezckr8.4. faith the Lord. i 
Pí 100,3, y. And the J falmif gives one realon: Fer hee hath 
made us, anduot we our felves, we are his people, who organi- 
3. By Creat zed our bcdies, who created our im mortal] foules: dare any 
e other challenge right tous in. thefe regards? 
2. By Prefer- 2. Another reafon is rendered in Nehimiah ce Thou art 
yation. `- Lord of all, for T how preferveft them; In bim wee live, wee 
move, and have unor being. The whole frame of nature would 
Nch.9.6. fall into pieces,if Gods hand did not hold all together. 
3. Hereto might be added, other works of God more pe- 
-culiar, vz. our redemption. You are xet your owne, jow are 
bought with a price; therefore glorifie Ged, both in your bodies - 
1€er.6.20. and in your fpitits, for they are God's, Here the confideration 
of the flavery from which Chrif bought us, and the price paid 
for our ranfome, would add much ftrengthto the argument, 
Another work of God engaging usto his Majefie, is our ju- 
8z0k,168, ification. The Prophet Ezekiel, thusexprefleth ic, Z covered 
l thy nakedneffe, gd thou becameft mine, But thefethings J only 
s „ name, without enlargement. i 
asg =" 4. Befides thefe RA Meee of God us-ward,whereby 
weare obliged to become his, by our owne acts wee have 
_ many times made over our felyesuntohim. Here, our federa- 
tions facramentall, cur promifes, proteflations, vows perfonall, 
and ourSokmne National] League and Covenant might bee 
remembred, In refpe& unto all, we have cauleto fay, as Jeph- 
shabwhenhe had vowed, J have opened my mouth unto the a 
Lerd 
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Lord, and cannot goback, Do not all thefe particulars prove ~ 
Gods propiiety in us? The A pofi le perfwades, Kerder to all their Nees 
daes ; And our Savicurcounfeliech,Give unto Ged thethings 
which are God's: Therefore, Yreldyour felves unto tke Lord, 

Secondly, Becaufe God’s right hath long been detained 
from him.How much of our firft Rrength and befi time,hath 
been lavifhed cucin the purfuitof vanities, and inthe fervice 
of fzolifh, hellifh lufts? Is it not therefore moft equall, that 
whatremaines fhould be refigned upto Ged ? This is the ar- 
gument of the Apoftle Panl: 1 fpeak after the manner of men. b™-¢ 19. 
As you haveyselded your members fervants to uncleanneffe and te 
iniquity uutoiniquity ; even fo new yield your members fervants to 
rightcon[neffe, unto holineffe. 

Thirdly, Becaufe Ged Al-fufficicnt tenders himfelfe in the 
operations of allthree perfonsin the God head, to be enjoyed 
by us; andit isthrough our faultineffe, that we doenot poflefle 
and improve him. Heare O my people, I amthe Lord AoA PLEr g To Tr. 
open thy mouth wide and I will fill it; But my people would not < 
hearkento my voice, and Ifrael would none of me. - 

I leave the enlargement hereof to your owne meditations. 

How infinitely is the Almighty better then the beft of Crea- 
tures ? In how many thoufand regardsdoe we need him ? How 
happy may we bee, in receiving him , and in living upon him? 
whereas his Highneffe, ncither needeth us, nor can receive the 
lea adyantage from us- Therefore feeing hee cffers himfelfe 
unto us, itis moft cqual], that wee fhculd returne our felves 
unto him. 

The Second argument may be gathered, from the xeceffity The ¢e ona 
of this felfe-dedication tothe Lod; Thefe may be made ma- em 
nifeft, by taking notice of thefe three particulars. eae as) 

Firft, That neceflary Supplies cannot elfe-where bee had : pr,3 55,26, 
Whom have 1 in Heaven but thee? (faith the Pfalmitt) Godis 38, 
the Srength of my heart, and my portion for ever ; therefore st 
is good for me to draw neer unto Ged. Remember how this nee 
eeffity brought the poor Prodigall, with a fervantelike fubjecti- 
on unto his father. Hee faid, how many hired fervants of my Luk.t5.47518 
fathers have breadenough, and 1 perifh for hunger? I wikrife 

And goe tomy father. n 
D 3. F This 
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This we read, as one complaint in Jeremiah his Lathentati - 
ons; We have viventhe haad to the Egyptians, andto the Affy. 
visas to be fatufied with bread, If wane wrought that fabmif-. 


fon to Heathens, how much more fhould our need work us 
to willingueffe, to give the hand unto the molt High? for alas, 
where elfe can we hopeto have bread ? can folid, fati-fying 
fupplies, be received from any other hand? 

Secondly, That fefety catiot be had from any other. From 
thisground, repentiog Ifrael refolves upon a returne to God. 
Behold we come watothee, forth att the Lord osr God; Truly 
in yaine is falvasion hoped for fro the hils, ov frem the multi- 
tude of mountaines: Truly mthe Lordour God isthe Salvation 
of Ifrael, Noab his Dove came back again tothe Ark, and 
yielded het felfe into his hand, when fhee could not elf-where 
find réft : Hils, and houfes, and high trees were all covered o- 
vet with waters ; therefore without danget of drowning thee 
could fail nowhere, but upon the Ark, I reed not make ap- 
plication of this Rory , becaufe every one with cafe apprehends 
it. Where, on this ide God, can we poffibly be fecuted from 
dangers, which threaten Church and Seate, our perfons, our 
liberties, and our begun Refoimation ? A Parliament, and an 
Army, will appeare to be weak, infufficient, unfafe refuges ; 
therefore let us yield our felves unto the Lord. 

“ Thirdly, That ruine from Gods hand of judgement, can- 
not in any other courfe be efcaped. Loe, all they that are farre 
from thee(ballperi{h ; Therefore faid the Pfalmift, Jt es good for 
mee to draw neer unto God. In chis cafe (beloved) wee mutt ci- 
ther yield up our felvesto God, or be deftroyed. I pray you 
confider it ; either yield, or dic. 

Thethird argument is fetched from abundant benefie to be 
received by devoting our felves unto the Lord. Vander this 
head, I fhall only briefly hint three things. 

Fir; Herenpon we fhall be in a fit poffare, to attend upon 
God, in theufe of his Holy Ordinances. The words immedi= 
ately follwing the Texe, {peak this, %2-ld your felves anto the 
Lord,andenter into his faniuary. I may no here fhew how 
much preparedneffe forany good imploy ment, is comprized in 


-this one practice ( viz.) A regular Selfeorefignation tothe Lora. 


‘ Secondly, 


x 


| Secendly, Thisbe ng dore, we may cccnficertly lap claim | | 
unto God, asour God. Then haf confirmed to thy felf thy people: 3am,7.24. 
Ifrael,iobe a people untothee for ever; and thou Lord, art be- 
come their God, For, as the reafon of our Jove to God, is be- 
caufe he loved us firit ; So his giving him‘iie unto us, caufeth 
us to give our felves unto him, Therefore in this holy claim,we 
may reafon frem the eff & to the caufe, with much affurance 7 
will fay Jt is my people,and they {hall fay,T he Lord is my God. If 
Ged will acknowledge us, to be his, we may challenge him 
to be ours. Lammy beleveds, (faiththe Spoufe) and my be- Canne., 
loved is mine, And oh, how great is the fweetneffe which from 
hence flowes into the Soule. ne 
Thirdly, Thofe who have mace over themfelves unto God, 
may boldly plead their caufe before him by holy prayers, upon 
all occafions. 7 am thine, (faith Dawid) fave mee. And the pp; 
people of God , having made many fuits of great concern- " 93. 
ment, conclude all with this argument, we are thine: For Ef 63.1o 
thus che Lord is moved froth felf-love, to feeunto the welfare E 
of them, who acknowledge themfelves more his then’ their 
owne. In this manner (having yielded cur felves tothe Lord) 
we may humbly expoftulace with his Majefty. Lord, although 
we know no worth incur felves, we finde no reafon where 
fore thou fhouldft confider us for our own fakes : yetit’s moft 
reafonable,that chou fhouldft fee to thine own poffeffion; there- 
fore for thine cwn fake appease fer tl y pecple, according to 
their nece ities, for we arethine, 
The lait ergument relates tothe fad confequenccs, of refu- 
fing to yield our felves unto the Lord. This fiubbor:nefle will whe ae 
expofe us to a threefold danger, . | hoe danger 
Firft, To be caft under the Tyranny of ciuell men, Whew Shie who yield not 
fhak King of egypt had taken the fenced Cities which pertas- to God, 
nedto Indah, andcame to Jerufalem, Shomaiahthe Prophet came 2 Cor.t2.4,50 ` 
to Rchoboam, aud the l rizces of Iudah that were gathered tae 
gether to lerufalem, and he faid, 
S Thus faith the Lord; Yee have forfaken mee, therefore alfo 
have Llef: you im the hand of Shifhak, Aud though they hum- 
‘bled themielyes, and eckncwledged Goás mghteoufneffe, 
“whereupon he refolved upon fome mitigation of the judgement, - 
a 4 yet 3 
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yetchis isthreatned, They {hall be his fervaues, that they may 


know my fervice, andthe fervice of the Countries. Wehayeal- 


ready in this Kingdome beene eaflaved co men (and what 
yoakesare for the prefenc upon our necks, I forbear to menti- 


on, though multitudes feele chem ;) Oh that wee migntias 


length learn to be fo wife, that our perverfe with {tanding the 
government of Chritt, may not yet further fink us under that 
yeany and thole oppreflions whereof we have jutt caufeto be 
afraid. 
Secondly, To bee left untothe fervitude of accurfed corrupti- 
ons. This judgement is ten thoufand times worfe, then tobee 
enflavedumo the worftof men. A foule mafiered withhellith 
lufts, isin a more fad condition, then a body poffefled with a 
Legion of Devils. Now this judgement of judgements all you 
lieopen unto, who gain-fay th: government of God. cAfy 


Paige. ro ti, People (faith the Lord) woald not hearken unto my voice, and if- 


ver. Ez. 


Luk.tg 27 


Pfiso,ta. 


rael would none of mee; fol gavethem up totheir owne hearts 
lujls, and they walked in their owne courfes. And the Lord look- 
ing upon poor Ifrael! under this bondage, laments their mifery, 
as knowing it to bee extraordinary, O that wey people had 
hearkenedunto mee; Tremble therefore, and refufe not to ltoop 
unto God. j i 
Thirdly, To be flanghtered by Gods revinging hand; And 
howcan better bee expected, as che confequence of the fore- 


mentioned curfe? As for thofe mine enemies (faith Chrift) who 


would notthat I flonldrule over them, bring thens hither, and 
flay them before mee. What hope of fafety, when the judge 
himéelfe proceeds againft the Malefator, as hisenemy ? And 
how greac is chat feverity, when the judge himfelfe will {ee ex 
ecution dcen<upontha offender befaie his face? Now confider 


this, you that forget God, lef? he teare you in pieces and there bee 


none to delivers 
Thefe arguments have; I hove, affected your hearts; there- 
fore put not God off with a deniall, or with delay ; fay not 
only, we willthink of this motion hereafter. For if this bee 
not done, you ateurdone. Now therefore be not fisffnecked but 
piecd your felves untothe Lord, according co the counfell of my 
‘Text. The P falmift thus expeffeth the comming in of the Gen 


y 


7 
, 


tiles j 


at the monthly Faft, Febt.23. 1647. 25 
 tilesin Gofpell times. ethiopia (hall foon ftretch forth her hands : 
unto God, otahus,oall make her bands to run unto God Oh with sis, i ae 
what {peed willa converted heart, under the command of grace rere faciet ma 
poft unto God. Zacheus made haste and came, upon Chrilts n's fuas. 
calf : The Lord wing your (pirics, that to day,while it is called to a va a 
day, you may give yeur (elves unto the Lord. “And if God hall i aur pein 
conquer yout hearts tocome inuntohim, you:-may Not, yOu ny, River in 
will not, you cannot be content tocomein alone, but you will cum. 
ferioufly feek to-bring in others alfo, by countel], by com- 
mand, and by example alfo; .As Hezekiah in this Hiftory, 
layeth forth'his power, and -hisinterefts, that his fubjects with. 
himfelfe, might yield themfelves untothe Lord. Andrew broughe, - 
his brother Simonto Jefus, and Philip brings Nathanielalong ahar aoe 
with him, G eo ar Y a. | 
_ This I might perfwade, ‘1. From holy fe/fe-/ove, that our 
felves may hayeche comfort of thisgood endeavour’: 2, From 
good will to others, that they alfo, with our felves, may bee 
advantaged by their attendances upon God, 3, Fromrefpects — 
to God, that his Name may be advanced, in the comming in 
of more fervants unto his government, But I may not enlarge 
thefe things any furthers : -i sant ier 

- Andnow Right Honourable; fecinig your command called. 
me hither, to attend upon your felves in the prefent fervice, I 
humbly crave leave to make a fair and faithfull application of 
this Text unto your confciences,in few words. 

Firft, Remember your finfull man-pleafing, and felfe-feek- 
ing, with your former defects in this felfefurrenderto God; Be 
humbled, repent and pray,that what hath been faulty may be 
fully forgiven, through Gods rich grace in Chrift, 

Secondly, Refolve for hereafter to Yield your felves unto the 
Lord;F or,as publike perfons,as Parliament men,as gifted men, 
as trufted men, as men of parts, and as men of power ; you owe 
more to God then-to any other, then to all others whatfoever. 

Did not God call you hither? Hath not he continued you 
here, inlifeand fafery hitherto? therefore in all your: authori- 
ty, abilities, interefts, and opportunities, Yield your felves unto 
theLord. You fhallexpreffeyour reallity herein, by imploy- 
itg your power to rectifie che Univerfities, to propagate the 
| N = i Gofpell 
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Goipell thoughout the Kingdome, and coperfect the work of 


Church- Reformation, which you have begun. I heare, that ac- 
cording to your own order, an ordinance is in readinefle for ree 
port, for the fuppreffing of fwearing,curfing;the profanation of 
the Sabbath day, andFafting dayes ; call for it I befeech you, 
that further difhonour to God in thefe kindes, niay by your 
care be prevented; Diftegard not their comforts, difappoint 
not their hopes,who have ferved God, and you, with their pray - 
ers, purfes, perfons, and with all that isneare and deare unto 


them in this world. And take I pray you, thefe two hints a- 


long with you, in all your Negotiations. 1. Make Gods 
word yourRule. 2, Make Gods honour your End. 

When yot think of wayes of Accommodation, refolveto 
yield fo farre, and no further, chen Gods word doth allow, 
and will Rand with his Honour; Enquire whether yielding to 
connive at Herefie and Blafphemy, and to give a boundleffe'to- 
leration in mattersof Religion,can poffibly confift with right 
felfe-yielding untothe Lord. And as in Gods prefenceask 
your hearts this queftion(to which you muft anfwer attheday 
of judgement) Whether witting, willing, deliberate Covenant: 
breaking can ftand with a fincere felfe=furrender untoGod. - 

When you fay amongft 'your'felves, we muft not fiffer our 
honour to be blemifhed, or the Authority of Parliamentto be 


trodden under foot by Malignant Pamphliteers ; I intreate 


you add this interrogation, May we permit the Scriptures'of 
ruth, the word ot God to be ttaduced and blafphémed ? May 
we fuffer theSon of God, the Spiritof God, to be indicted by 


mens tongues and pens, without manifefting diflike, without | 
making oppefition? Can wein thefe and fuch like cafes'be fi- 


lent,and yet fay truly, we yield our felvesto the Lord ? 
I befeech you for the Kingdoms fake, fur ‘che-Churches fake, 


for the Lords fake, to yield your felvesunto his Majefty, vi- 


goroufly, effeCually, and for ever. Meditate, Speak, AQ for: 
the Lorde Confult, Confer, Vote, Adventure, live'and dié for 
the Lord. This is indeed right yielding of your felves auto the. 
Lord., msia r gp ti 
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Rdered by the Commons aflembled in - 
O Parliament, that Mr. Rofe doc from this 
Houfe give Thanks unte Mr. Ajhe, for 
_ the paines he took in his Sermon preached on 
this day at Margarets Wefiminfter , before the 
Houfe of Commons, and that he bedefired _ 
to Printhis Sermon: Wherein he is to haye 
the like priviledgein printing of it, as others 
in the like kind ufually haye had, 


Hen, Ellfyng, Cler.Parl.D. Com. 
} ; 


I appoint E. Brewfier to print this 


Sermon, 
Simeon Ahe. 
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Ze " Happy art thou ô Ifrael, who is like unt9 thee! O people faved by the Lord, G22 
the fhield of shy helps and who is the ‘fword of thy Excellency, Deut 33.29. 7a 


For what Nationżs there who hath God fo neare unto them, as the Lord be 
2 our God is, in all things that we callupon him for, Deut. 4. 7. : AS 


ee r 


. Ithe Lord do keepe it, I will water it, eve ry moments left any burt it, 1 SES 
N wil! keepe it nightiand day, Efa 27- a as 
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Right Honourable, 


DZERY His Sermon was preached, andis now 
; ON Printed, in humble obedience to your 
Se Commands. In both thefe fervices, 
Ihave ( according to my weakneffe) 
fincerely endeavoured to approve my 


SS felfe faithfull to God, and to your 


Biel, then his abundant gooodnefs. And uy thoughts 
‘could not faften upon any difcourfe, more probable to 
quicken the fruitfull improvement of your prefent Au- 
thority and truft, then by propounding God himfelfe, in 
his goodneffe towards his rael, as your pattern for gui- 
dance and encouragement. This Sermon is plaine, as 
beft fuiting with my Spirit, and in that regard beft a- 
greeing with the day of Humiliation, wherein Ged would 
have thofe Robes laid afide , which at other times may 


A® be 
O 


‘The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


be better born with. The Tocde is avory, though not cn- 
rioufly Cooked. Tructh , not words doe feede the foule : - 
and I much rather defire in my Miniftery to profit, then - 
to pleafe my Auditory. Confider I pray you, that all the 
Faft Sermons which you heare (befides many others) the - 
moft whereof are nade publique, will be upon Record a- 
gainfi yon, if you doenot conf{cientionfly a , according 
jo the counfell given in them , inthe Name and authority 
of the great God. The Lord give you continually to re- 
member that his holy eyes are alwayes open upon your 
hearts and ways : and that you muft be judged according 
tohis Word, at the laftday. Such thoughts will double 
induftry , move felfe-denyall, make fingle-hearted in 
your ends and aimes, increafe your zegle, and add umch 
to your courage for Jefas Chrift. And that you may pro- 
ceed with this glorious frame of heart, to do worthily for — 
this our Ifrael , in imitation of our God, is and fhall be 
the prayer of | 
-a Your faithfull, though unworthy ` 

Sèrvant, SIM: ASH. 
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Fat , April 28. 1647. 


Pfalm 73. 1.. Truly Godis good to Ifrael, A to fuch 
who are of a cleane heart. 


NQ Ny 
R > 
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HE Title of this Pfalme, is A Pjalm of (or for) 2- 
EYN faph. But whether Afaph was the Pen-man, or 
; ss whether David penned it, and committed it un- 
7 NSV to A'cph for publique ufe’, Interpreters doe not. 
SOHN accord. 


And where the holy Ghof is filent, we fhou'd not, weneed 
not be curioully inguifitive. 


Thisis moft apparant in many paffages of the Pfalme, chat. 
? Br the 
e : 


Dorine. 


Phil. 1. #2. 


Ufe. 


Pfal. 102 18. 


Doctrine. 


Vie. 
Premonitus 
Premunitus- 
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the Pfalmitts fmarting fafferings occalioned this good Pfalme. 

Gods rods were frequently upon his backe, hereupon Satan 
( who watches for oportunities to doe mifchiefe ) makes fore 
aflaults upon his foul, and many tinfull diitempers break forth 


: 


from his Spirit. This fharpe confli& made way for this Scrip- = 


ture, which hath been for many ages, and ftill is on record for 
the Churches ufe. Hence wee may note, That the fufferings of 
Gods fervants, tend to the Churches advantage. Y 

The Apofle Paul reports the experience hereof, Phil. 1. 12. 


. I would ye fhould underftand brethren, that the things which happened 


unto me, bave fallen out to the furtherance of the Gofpel, Gc. 

How many parts of Holy writ have wee for our edification, 
which were the happy confequences of the afflictions and faults 
of Gods people. | 

This meditation is marvelloufly comfortable in thefe times 
of fo great diftractions and uncertainties : for doubtlefs thefe 
ftorms this winter weather will produce an happy harveft,ei- 
ther for this age, or fer fucceeding generations. And I may 
boldly {peake it in the words of the Plalmiit, P/al. 102. 18. The 
people which fball be created, {ball praife the Lord. 

More particularly , its enquirable , from whence the good 
mans inward trouble and temptation arofe ? He faw the wicked 
fit {afe and warm, fheitered from dangers, afid filled with con- 


- tents, whilft himfelfe was wet & weather-beaten, with an in- - 


undation of Croffes. This perplexed the holy mans Spirit. 
Hence we learn, The profperity of the wicked is fometimes a matter 
of offence unto fuffering Saints. . es j 
The reafon hereof, the Plalmit Hintelf renders, verf. 22. So 
foolifb was I and ignorant. es ee 
Through darkneffe they mifle their way, and are in dangers 


‘to be mifled. Some Interpreters conjecture, that David was thus 


offended in his younger days, before hee was well acquainted 
with Gods various adminiftrations in the world, towards his 
foes and towards his friends. ‘ 
This may be an item to us to take heed of this rock. 
Beware of mifpriffion of Providences. 
And for your fecurity , take this fhort dire€tion. Interpret 
all Gods workes out of his word ; Make the holy Scriptúres a 
~ conftruing 


. 
\ 


Ac 
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conftruingbooke, to the booke ot Gods providences. Judge 
neither better of profperity, nor worfe ofadverhty, then Gods 
word warrants. This was the Pfalmifis cure, his experience 
did put a probatum eft unto this prefcription, verj.16 .17. When” 
I thought to know this, it was too painfull for me, untill I went to the 
Santiuary of God, then underftood I their end. 

I proceede. In the body of the Pfalme, we hear the Pfalmift 
' groaning under his daily burthens, wee fee him violently af- 
{anlted by Sathan, and findhim wounded by fundry finfull di- 
ftempers, (vid.) Envy, Infidelity, Difcontent, &c. 


But in the Text and elfe- where towards the conclufion, wee ` 


meet with him as a Conquerour, in the purfute of his enemies, 
and we heare him fingingthe triumph. Truly God is good. 


Hence obferve. That notwithftanding the foreft affaults of Sa- Doétrine. 


‘than, the world,and corruption, the fervants of the moft High (ball get 
the-vidiory. ; i 

The Apoftle Jobn gives us the true reafon hereof, which 

holds in reference to all oppofitions, though hemakesa parti- 


cular application, 1 John 4. 4. Ye are of God, little ebildren, and x John 4. 4. 


have overcome them, becaufe greater is he that is in you, then bee that 

is intbeworld. Although children, yea little children in regard 
of their own weaknefle, yet conquerours through the ftrength 
of the Almighty. 

This may wonderfully encourage Gods people to hold out 
the conflict, to keep the field, though the ftrength of the bat- 
tellcome upon them. Although worfted, difordered, routed 
for the prefent, yet rally, gather up broken ftrength , face a- 
bout, and give afrefh charge, for the day {hall undoubtedly be 


yours. Say to theinfulting adverfaries , as Mic. 7. 8. Rejoyce Mica: 7. 8. 


not againft me 6my enemie, when 1 fall, Ifhall rife, when I fit in 
_darkneffe, the Lordwill be a light unto me. Yea this is comforta- 
bly applyable, in reference unto Chriftian-Soul confliés, when 
the mgetanding is darkned , thoughts diftratted , affe&tions 
diftempered, con{cience wounded, the Devil gratifyed,and God 
provoked ; yetbe not difcouraged, but chear upiwiihthe words 


of David, Pfalme 42.5.11. IV by art thou taft downe 0 my foule, and Palm 42.¢.it- 


why art thou difquicted within me 5 ftill hope thou inGod, for I, 


foall yet praife bim. 
. ™ o B 2 - Further 
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Heb. 13-536: 
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Further obferve, that the Plalmiit gives God the glory of 
this vittory, God is good. . 

The more deliverances, and the better [ucceffes , agracious heart 
receives, the more it admireth and advanceth God. 

And indeed, Gods manner is, many times to make the bat- 
tail the more hot, and the fuccefle in appearance more doubt- 
full, that the congueft in conclufion, might be the more to his 
praife. 

Hereby , learne to judge aright of the temper of your owne 
Spirits. How doe your hearts behave themfelves God-ward, 
upon the perufall of the great things which hee hath done for 
you? IsGod the higher in your eftimation and affe@ions ? Do 
you the more magriifie him in yourconverfations, becaufe hee 
hath profpered your Counfels , and Armies for your honour, 
and the Kingdomes welfare? I propound the quettionto your 
contciences, let your foules return right anfwers to the Lord. 

And once more mark (as another generall ) That a perfonall 
experience is improved to an univerfall advantage.. 

One Afaph, or one David, is refcued from the power of Sa- 
than and fin : but the inference made, is for the comfort of the 
whole Church. Truly God is good to Ifrael. < 

This is very remarkable, together with the ground of it, in 
the pra&tile of che Apotleé Paul, bringing that unto common: - 
ufe, which was {poken to Fofbuab many ages before, Heb.13.5,; 
6. He bath faid; Iwill uever leave thee, nor forfake thee : So that we 
may boldly fay, The Lord is my helper. For God in his Cove- 
nant and affections towards his people, is Jebovah who chan- 
geth not, throughout all generations. * 7 

1 Be inftructed to tradethe providences of God for the good 
of others, unto your owne particular profit. 

David in an eftate of defertion, hath recourfeunto Gods gra- - 


Plalm 22- 3,6: cious dealings with his fore-fathers, Pfal.22.55°6: Our Fathers 


Ee. 


trufted in thee, they trufed and thou didft deliver them. They cryed 
untothee & were delivered, they trufted in thee & were not confounded. 
2 Be pérfwaded to impart your owne experiences for more 


» eommon ufe? Conceale not within your bofome, thofe things 


the communicating whereof niy be for publique profit. And 
in:thisregard it is very detiradle , that Gods many marvellous: 


: 
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adminiĝrations in this Kingdome, in this age) may behandled `N 
to poferity. Oh that they might berecorded, and reported to 
the encouragement of fucceeding kepe As this my 
`  Textis here regiftred for our ufe and edification this day. Truly 
God is good to \frael. , E 
Having thus briefly pointed at thefe few obfervations jxin 
my way to the Text, I now com: mroreclofetotheconfidera- ~ 
tion of the words: Truly God is good to Hrael. vee 
In which words we have, 1. A precious priviledge propoun= 
ded. Truly Godis good. 2.° Thefharers in it defcrived,.. 1. By.a 
Title, Ifrael. 2. By a qualification. Pures ortrue of beart., : co? 
Twill take the words, as our tran{lation rendersthem, and 
fhal undertake (through Gods grace) th2hand!ing of this pro- 
‘pofition. Truly God is good to Ifracl. In the handling whereof T 
fhall endeavour, 1. The explication of the words here ufedi 
2. The confirmation of that truth, in thelaticude of it, which 
is hence tendered. 3. The application of the point, thatit may 
be fruitfully improved. | oe 
I begin with the firt. And in the propofition, I confider, 
tr. Thefudjett. -Ifrael ` 4 Ste i og | 
2. The predicate. Truly Godis good. Wherein note 1: the 
affertian. God # good. 2. The affeveration. Truly.: The word 
Ifrael fignifies a prevailer (or) one ftrong with God. And pri- 
marily it was a name of honour put upon Jacob by God him- - 
felfe upon his prevailing prayer mad: in the time:of deepe di- 
ftrefle, Gen. 32: 28. Thy-name fhall-be called no more Jacob but 1- 
tacl, for as a Prince haft thou power withGod. |: My Ao 
Afterwards this title was commonly givenunto his natu- ; m j 
rall Pofterity » fometimes more largely , and fometimes more 
ftri&tly.: which now in Scriptural difcoveries, I may notlooke 
after. But here neither All, nor only Facobs children according 
to the flefh are meant. - Nor all che outward viblemembers of i 
the Church Chrittian, as the laft words of the Text ( which are 
Exegeticall) dos declare. Such who are cleane of beart. i 
It is here obfervable, with what cautioufnels the holy Ghot 
ferves out Gofpell Cordialls. He neither doth'carelefly lavihh 
ttizm out unto all, without exception : nor unto all proteffors 
of Religion, without a {peciall limitation : Even t.0fe who are 


E C- B3 cleane. ` l 


Gen. I+ 1. 


bekja 
Bonum utile, 
heneftum, jue 
cundum. 


Matth. 19.17. 


Pial. no- 62. 


Ma. 145 9. 
Pral. 8. $- 


Ire 


A Sermon preached before the Houfe of Commons 


3% Eo . Oi 
‘ " Gook: The word islitelé,, but very comprehenfive. Itis ufed 


eee E O 
cleaneof beart: Our Lord and-Mafter inthe dayes of his Aeth 
faid , Tiis not meet to give the chilirens-meate; to-degs. The Lord 
make Minifters & people wife in applying Gofpel prerogatives. 

Next; the feverall words in. the predicate’come to kopel 
ned. God. The original] is Elobim, a glorious title of the great 
God, the'only trueGod, which word fuggetis untous r. Both 
the Omnipotency.2. And the |ubjiftency of the God-head. Elohim 
fignifies firength, ability. And Elohim (in the plural number. } 
holds forth the Trinity of the perfons inthe; Deity: As Gen, 
4.1. Elohim created. The work of creation belongin g to Father, 
Sonne, and holy Ghoft.. sre cil nss, pm 


y 


in Scripture to figniñe yood of all kindes, and in all degrees, 
The goodneffe of the Creature,both in its being and wel-baing, 
But we.are hereto confider it. oiily.as applyable te God. Ged 
is good. And God is good Effentially, Math.19.17. There is gone 
good:bar one. God is.only good,’ eternally, infinitely, indepen- 
dently. In this fenfe the Lordis the fame good God, both in 
reference to. Ifrael and Ifbmael ; to the godly and the wicked. 
As the Sun is the fame goodly glorious body, whether it thine | 
upon a ftately Pallace, or a ruinous prifon, a pleafant garden, f 
oy an stifavory Danghill.. |, á 
- 2. Operatively, PL. 119.68. Thou art good and doft goad, And f 
thus God is good in his adminiftrations, 1. Eitber.in a way 
more common to all creatures, P(.145..9. The Lord is good to all. 
2. Or in amanner more peculiar to his people, Pf. 86.5. Thou 
Lord art good, ready to fargive', plenteous in mercy. Now inthis f 
latter and better fence, God in the choyfeft wayes of his piovi- f 
dente,isgoodto Ifrael. ' 4 ow A Ps 
27 [here is but one word more to be interpreted, Truly its but f 
a particle : ‘But the.fmalleft.tileings of gold are gathered up. f 
Little pearls are of great price. And this {mall particle is not 
of {mall ufe, being rightly applyed and improved. ! 
Firft, cake it (as our.late crantlators give it us) as a note of 
Affeveration. ‘Fruly. tsa word of faith, oppofitetothe Pfal- f 
mifts ferice, and Sdthans inje€tions:: Whatloever fenfe fees or f 
feeles , whatfoever Sathan infinuates and {ayes ; yet precious 
faith, with confidence dfferts : Truly, verily-God is good. Heisnot 


; - only 
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only good in word, but in deed alfo. Not only feemingly, bu 
certainly good. : l 
Secondly confider Ìt as an Adverfative particle ; Yet, fo our 
olde Tranflation. Ainfworth renders it, yet furely = taking in Adverfarivè - 
the former & this together. And then the fenferunsthus:How capitur pro ve- 
ill foever things goe in the world, howill foeverit fares with runtamen. 
Gods Church and people among‘t men, Yet God is good to Ifrael. Calv- 
Thirdly, fome conceive, thatthe word carries Admiration, Ouam bonus 
oh how good is God to Ifrael. ‘Where expreflions and appre- ¢ff,or per-bonus 
henfions faile, there the Pfalmift takes up Gods providences eft Deus. 
with admiration, oh how wonderfully , how tranfcendently 
good is God to Ifrael. ` i | 
All thefe things in the unfolding, in the contru&tion of the 
words being premifed : Now take the doctrine in its latitude 
and full fence. That the mighty God, Father, Sonne and holy Ghoft, 
is really, conftantly  fingularly good in bis adininiftrations to bis 
Church and people. Truly, yet, ob bow good is God to Ifrael. 
The fecond thing premifed in my difcourfe, follows (vid) 
the confirmation of this point which I fhall give you, in the- rg" 
three branches which are diftin& in it. l 
Firft, God is truly, really, good to Ifrael , not only in appea- 
rance but in practife, not in words alone, but in his works al- 
fo. And this is manifeft under thefe two heads. gass 
1. In that heconfersall needed good upon them, Pf.84 11 Pfal. 84.11 
No good thing will he with-hold-from them that walke uprightly. Trs 
moft manifeit in experience that many things are with-held and 
withdrawn alfo, from Gods faithful pedpte, whichthey-high- . . 4_, 
ly prize, and much defire : But nothing which God in his infi- 
nite wifdome forefees, might be for their true good > is either 


denyed'or removed. .° ? RON E- 
2. In that he converts all events to good unto them. Thus 

faich the Lord Ker.2 4.5.God of Ifrael. Like thofe goodfigs fo will I FE 24 5 

acknowledg them that are carriedamay captive of Iudah for their good. 

Though the’ antecedents and confequences of captivity were 

grievous, yet God intended and etfe&ted' his peoples good. 

Blowes, blood-fhed, banifhment, loffe of liberty, lively-hood, 

and the lives of many in neare and deare relations , with the 

jant of holy Ordinances, the comfort, the life of their lives. 
The. 


Rom.8.28. 


Verf. 2. 3. 


Verk 21. 
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yq bed ae night 5 yet God is, good... Though temptations many, and 
terrible make batteries and breaches upon theic ipivits > Jet Cod 


I was prickedin my reines. — , tie 


Gods wile adminittrations s. Though there bze foolith proud 


sheer area ee a 
rae ~ 


= Bee nk ec a eE nt eae 


The reproaches caft upon cliemfelves, yea upon their God in his 


_ government, faered adminiitrations, and prefent providences, 


by his and their enemies, ( which things to gracious > ges 
aze more bitterthen death) were all for good. 

We know (faith che Apoltle, Rom, 8. 28... that all things (ball 
worke together fer the good of them who love God. Do not fever pros 
vidences, which God would have confidered together, and you 
fhall be able to make out this pretious truth. 

Secondly, God is conftantly good. Yet, God is good. 

This yet (as | conceive) hath a three-fold reference into the 
body of the Ffalme. For as Interpreters obferve, thoughthefé 
words are fet in the beginning, yet they fuggeft the conclufion 
of the Pialmifts conflict, And the Pfalmitt feenis to begin fome- 
what abruptly : Yet Ged is good. But having filled his thoughts 
with his former foiles and fears. And now feeing himfelfe in a 
fafe condition both for the prefent and the future, he isfull of 
cotifidence and comfort : and that which was the ftrongeft and - 
chiefek in his heart, now breakes ont firk : Yet Ged is.good. 

1. This yet relates unto his fufferings; verf. 3 Teh „All the day 
lone bave Í keen plagued and chaftned every morning. = 

N otwithfianding the var icty and frequency of the Saints 
faferi ings, Jet Godis good. Though forrow falutes them every 
morning, at theje firft awaking , and trouble attends them to 


is good to Ifrael. 

_ 2. This yet reflects upon his finnings, the frettings & wran- 
glings of his diftempered heart, ver.2.3. My feet were almuft gones 
my fleps bat-well nigh flipt, for Lwas envious at the foolifh when I faw 
the prolperity of tht wicked. And ver.2i- iM heart was grieved, and 


‘Though finfull motions doe mutinye in the fen f againit 


quarrellings with divine provi. lence: s, and inexcufable diftrult 
ot his fait’ hfull promil s: Though | fretfuilnefle at others prof 
pericy. and dif content ct their owne adverfity : yet God is good. 

ifraels 1. infu Laifempers cane not the Almighty to change 
the coun.e of his accuftomed goodneffe. W hile corruptions are 


ae kept 
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nE. 


_ kepe from breaking out into fcandall, while the foule contends 
„againft them, and is humbled tor them (as this Pialmiit was ) 
this conclufion mutt be maintained: yet God is good. 

3. This,yet looks back upon his mifgivings. There had been 
diftruttfull defpondency upon the good mans heart. For from 
both the premifes (vid his fufferings and finnings) hee had in- 
ferred this conclufion, ver{.13. Verily Ihave cleanfed my beart in 
vaine, & wafbed my hands in innocency. Asif hee had faid, Ihave 
kept Fafts, obferved Sabbaths, heard Sermons, made prayers, 
received Sacraments, given Almes, avoyded fins, refilted temp- o; f Anti- 

tations, withtood luits, appeared for Chrift and his caufe and thee Mesa A 

fervants in vain: yea to his heart had added an afleveration (ve- vas imaginati= 

rily ) to this faichleffe opinion : but now he is of another mind. ones guas fugge- 

Yet God is good. Theadminiftrations of God arenot according 7 Sathan, Ó 

to the fad furmifes'of his peoples mif-giving hearts. For fee Ai Grga 

though they through diffidence are apt often to give up their ;, wie eee 
holy labours, as loft, and all their confcientious care and car- confirmar. 
riage as utterly caft away 3 yet God is good to Hrael. Calv. 

Thirdly, God is fuperlatively good to Ifrael. © Plus aliquid 

This tranfcendency of divine indulgence towards Ifrael , I vu% inteligi, 
will difcover in fixe particulars. i quam verbis 

_ 1. Hee gives himfelfe to be poffeffed and improved as their g4" 
God, Luke 1. 68. Bleffed be the Lord Gad of Ifrael. Luke 1- 68+ 

He is not afbamed to be called their God, Hab.11.16. He is (take Hab. 11. 16. 
inythis thought. humbly, and admire rich grace in it thankefully ) as. 
truly theirs, as his owne. All Gods attributes and excellencies 
are Ifraels through rich grace , to bee employed as really for 
their advantage, as for his owne advancement. 

And is not this fuperlative goodneffe ?. As much as Godis 
better then all created comforts , fo much is his goodneffe to 
Ifrael greater than to other men. Though Efau hath the fat of 
the earth, yet Facob (in this fence) hath the dew of Heaven. 
The wicked are Lords of worldly accommodations, they have 

‘in outward regards many e ARES expreffeth it, 
verf 17.) more thén heart could wifb, yet God the portion of Jacob 
_is not like them Cas the Prophet {peakes, Fer. 10.16.) For bee is Jer- 10, 26. 
the former of all thefe things. Marke that claufe. Befides all his 
vowne\All-fufficiencies, andall exiftent comforts in heaven and 


7 4 Ç earth, 
a men pe A 


A 


\ 


I0 


A Sermon preached before the Houfe of Commons 


earth to be communicated to them for good , he can with eafe 


_ create new refrefhings, and doubtleffe will , rather then they 


Jer. 14.8. 


Ffalme 29. 


Propheta hic 
ad perpetuita- 
tem federis re- 
fpicit. Ealv. 


Rom. 4 18- 


fhall lackeany thing which might doethem good. 

2. Heis their hope, Fer.14.8. O thou the bope of Ifrael. God 
is I{raels hope. . l 

Not only 1. Objeétively, as Pfalme 39. Lord what waite I for, 
my bope is in thee. 

The foule through its high, incomparable eftimations of 
God, being with loves and longings in expectation of nothing 
fo much asof God, to bee more and more enjoyed and im- 

roved, ~ | 
J 2. But alfo (and that principally) effectively. 

Take it thus. True hope is the vigorous daughter of preci- 
ous Faith. And hope lookes’out for the performance of that 
promife, which faith bel<eves as true. Faith affents to the truth 
of the promife , Hope <xpetts the good promifed. As is cJeare 
in Abrahams pratile, Rom. 4. 18. VVho againft hope, beleeved in 
hope. And the reafon is added, verfe 20, 21. Hee was ftrong in 


: faith, and fully per{waded, that what he bail pi omifed hee was able te 
`- "performe : When neither fence, nor reafon, nor experience, can 


Job2. 14. 
Jobir 20- 


Jer. 14. 8. 


2 Cor. 1.9. 
, PRL 444 


make out the probability or poflibility of receiving the good, 
held forth in the promife, then God holds up I/raels hope and 
heart both together. And certainly when the Hypocrites hope 
fhall be as a Spiders webb, Job8. 14. And as the giving up of the 
gboft, Job 14. 20. then this will be founda very-choife:, fweete 
priviledge, which is-peculiar'to Ifrael: ‘That'their God , the 


“God of all grace, is the upholder of their hopes. 


3. He is the Saviour thereof in the time of trouble (as it 
followes in the fame Scripture before qitoted’) Fer’ 14. 8. - 


+! Thére ts more in the originall, thën our tranflation expref- 


fetch In tempore anguftie, In the feafon of diftreffe.' ` 
Two things feeme to be intimated. 1. ThatGod isa migh- 
ty Saviourto Ifrael. He faves from diftreffe, when plunged o= 
ver head and eases into perplexity, wlien walled up (as it were) 
wich furrounding dangers, when there appeares no promiiing 
meanes.of deliverance, when men and means faile then hee can 
fave. He that quicls-eth the dead (as the Apoftle {peaks) 2 Cor.1, 
9. He can by his word command deliverances for Jacob, Pfo 44-4. 
d is 
is 


cm I 
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‘His word workes what he wills, both with eafe and {peede. 
2. That God is a wife Saviour. The wife man (Ç faith Solo- 
mon.) obferves both time and feafon. Now God faves feafona- 
bly. He takes the firit , ‘the fitteft oportunity for I{raels refcue. 
| The Lord waites that he may be gracious, Elay 30. 18. As the Scrip- Efa- 30. 18. 
_ ture reports of fofeph, Pfalme 105.18, 19. Whoje feete they burt Pfalm 105. 18; 
with fetters 5 be was laid in irons untill the time that bis word cames 19- 
The feafonable time. Its the fame word in the originall. And | 
as Fob (peaks of himfelfe, Fob 23. 10. VVhen hë bath tryed me , I Job 23. to. 
foall come forth like gold. Men who melt fuch pretious metalls, 
| willufe care and skill that they may lofe.no oportunity of 
| advantage to themfelves. me Grey å — 
4. Jelus Chrift, whois the Spring head, the fountaine of 
all Chriftians fupplies and refrefhings, belongs tg them. 
He is called The confolation of Ifrael, Luke 2.25. & verl. 32. Luke2: 25. 
- The glory of Ifrael. ahia z ‘ 
~ Remember that in the opening of the words, you heard, 


that Elohim, all the three Perfons in the bleffed God-head, are 

fingularly good to Ifrael : In the fore-going particulars you 

Were, acquainted with God the Fathers goodnefle to Iirael : 

Now this imparts goodnefle communicated frorn the Son, and 

this is indeed the ground both of what went before , and fol- 

lows after in Ifraels priviledges: 7 

Bat you may aske what prerogatives iffue from Jefus Chrift 

“to Ifrael. Lantwer, 1. both grace, 2. and the comforts of grace. 

You hall find both together in Ais 5. 3 1- Him bath God exalted Ags e, i. 

with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to giveres -\° ».. 1. 
“pentance unto rael and forgiveneffe of fins. > 

1. Repentance. Many graces are comprehended in this one, a! 

(vid) convi&tion, humiliation, converfion. Sight of fin, for- 

row for fin , and amendment. The penitent reile&s upon fin, 

with fhame, forrow, hatred, feare, refolution to forfake it. He 

looks towards God with love, longings, eftimation, and an 

obedientiall difpofition. Now thefe and all other graces Gods 

Ifrael receives from Chrift. Usi 

2. Forgiveneffe of finns. Well may I call this the comfort.of 
grace, for the Pfalmi't, Pfalme 32.1.'Speakes of the B’effedneffes 
‘of chem whofe iniquity is pardoned, and whofe {in is covered. 
C 2 Hence . 


p 
n 
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Hence iffues tranquility and joy of heart , bold addreffes to 
God upon all occafions , and fiduciall expectation to have all 
gofpell promifes feafonably accomplithed , both for fan&ifica- 
tion and falvation. Now thefe and fuch like Cordials flow 
from Chritt, into the foules of the I/rael of God. 
Gal. 6. 16. 5. Peace, Gal. 6. 16. {ball be upon the Ifrael of God. Look upon 
thisas the good work of theSpirit, the third Perfon in Trini- 


Gal.5. 22. ty Gal.s.22. Rom. 15.13. 
frons; 13- Herel will not aA to {peake of peace in generall, or | 
the divers kinds of peace, but fhall only wifh you to take notice 
Phil. 4.7 of the worth of this peace, from the expreflions of the fame A- 
CET poftle, Phil. 4.7. The peace of God which paffeth all underftanding, 
fhall keepe your Minds and hearts through Chrift Jefus. 
veneer From whence you may obferve, 1. The excellency of it ; It 


mvrycy  paffeth all underftanding. I pray confider the phrafe. It isnot. lt 
is as great as words can fet forth. Nor thus : It paffeth the reach 
of mans language. Nor thus; It is as excellent as mans reafon 
can comprehend. Nor yet thus 51t exceedeth the comprehenfion 
of ordinary underftandings. But it.paffeth all ( even all >un-- 


@puehors. derftanding. No mind can fathomit: | 
Frefidio cufto- 2. The efficiency of it, Shall keepe as wich the guard of a 
diet. Garrifon. The whole fouleis fecured, both in the a&tings of 


the underftanding, and motions of the affections, which might 
ra vosicu- divid: the heart from God. This peace preferves againft the | 
er, ne pre batteries both of earth and hel. That Chriitian beitknows how 
vs cogitation’: tO prize this peaze, who cantell experimentally what it is to be 
bus, auz defide- befieged by Spicituall adverfacies. å 
rjis deficiatis -Hence the inference of our Saviour from this Legacy be- 
j Ae... queathed, is very notable, Fobn 14-27- Peace Ileave with you, my 

peace I give urto ou, let not your heart be troubled, nor be afraid. 

6. God makes over his marvellous mercy unto J/rael. This 
follows in the fame place, produced to prove the former pecu- 
liar prerogative appertaining to Ijrael, Gal.6.16. And mercy {ball 

bee upon the Ifrael of God. . 

Plalme 145.9 Itis moft true (as I hinted before in Pfalme 145. 9.) that the 
merci_s of God are over all bis works. Thefecommon compaffions 
which thelter, fuccour, and fupport in a fort the wicked, are 
not to be flighted. Butfpeciall mercies, Covenant mercies be- 


tongi 
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long alone unto Ifrael. Hence that paffage, 1 Pet.2.10.is con- 1 Pet- 2. to. 
fiderable, differencing Gods peculiar people from others; You 
Cfaith he) bad not obtained mercy, but now bave obtained mercy. 

And how admirable is this priviledge, for oh, how (weet is 
this mercy. It is fin pardoning mercy, Mica 7 18. Icis corrupti- Mica 7- 18. 
on killing mercy, verf. 19. ltis foule fan&ifying mercy. This - : - 
mercy feafons all comforts, fweetens all forrowes, eafeth under 
all burthens, vangnifheth all temptations, upholdeth under all 
difcouragements, and procureth the acceptance of all fervices, 

Dan-9.18. And that! may at once, give all,in one word, This Dan. 9.18. 
mercy eftateth , interefteth us in all the precious promifes of p 

the Covenant of the richeft grace. For the Covenant is groun- 

ded upon mercy, Luke 1-5 455 - He bath bolpen his fervanrMrael 

in remembrance of his mercy. As be fpake to our Fathers, érc. Luke 1:34,85. 

And in this laft handfull, you have more tendered then your ~ 
hearts or heads can hold. O take into your confideration.I 
pray you -all thefe rich difpenfations of Gods goodneffe unto 4 
his Ifrael, that you may give full and firme affent unto the do- 
&cine under hand; That God is really, conftantly and tran{cendently 
good to Ifrael. - 

Thus having cleared the words of the Text, and having alfo 
confirmed the Doétrine offered from them, in the third place 
according to promife, I proceed to the application, which I fhall 
give in without much amplification in feaven ufes. 

t. Confutation.This-truth (which fiands firmupon Scrip- Uje. 
ture bottoms) gives check to the irreligious, Atheifticall con- í 
ceits of all them who imagine the wayes of holy addreffes to 
God , to bee altogether unprofitable. The Penman. of this 
Pfalme, in time of temptation, had a touch, a taint of this er- P 
rour, verf: 13. as you heardbefore. Verily {aid hein his heart). 

I have cleanfed my heart in vaine. : Aah 

But he tooke hame to himfelfe for this miftake,-verf. 22. 
upon better confideration. So foolifh was I andignorant , and as a 
beaft before thee. | 

| And the Text befpeaks hiara man ( upon coole confiderati- 
on) ofa founder judgement.. Truly God is good, yet God is good, 
Whatever Sathan hath fugge'ted, and J have imagined, yet if 
Lfhould {peake thus (I have cleanfed my heart in vaine ) I (bould 
C 3 offend 


14 


a. ae = 
“DET offend againft the generation of thy Children, verfe.15., 


Mal. 3. 13. 


ig 
Mast 


_as {poken againit himfelfe. For he hath openly and oftemaffer- 


Efa. 55-19. 
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«The Lord takes himfelfe to bee tunworthily dealt with by 

men of this mind, Mal. 3.13. Your words have been ftout againft 


me ( faith the Lord of Holts ) you have faid it is in vaine to ferve 
God. And well he may make this interpretation of fuch words, 


ted both by word. and workes the truth of the Do&rine under 
hand, Efa 55.1977 have not faid to the feede of Jacob Jeeke ye me ‘in 
vaine ? Therefore how can it be leffe then blafphemy thus imi- 
pudently to give God the lye to his faces: 1u one i oun 

But I may {pare this Langnagehere, feeing your: comming 
together this day, in this extraordinary manner tofeeke God, 
doth provethat you be ofa better mind. And Ibefeech you fo. 


‘to behave your felves in the ufe of Gods Ordinances, both Ser- 


mons and prayers , that it may appear you account them not 
vaine unprofitable difpenfations. n neen. aoe 

osou Forhumiliation , which is more feafonable and fuitable 
to the fervice oftheday. Is God thus admirably , and abun- 
dently good to Ifrael ? And hath this our Ifrael, have wee his 


-Tfrael, had experimental] proote hereof to our great comfort ? 


Oh‘how then fhould our ill requitals of Gods goodnefs break 
our hearts. Have ‘not.we returned to our God ‘evill, for good, 
and even hatred for his good will? Whatelte meane, the low- 
ing of the Oxen, and the bleatingof the Sheep which I hear? 
Doe not errours broached , and blafphemies helched out a- 
gainft God in this Kingdome proclaime it ?: ;Doenot cruel op- 
preflions, wherof many of your Committees ftand guilty, pub- 
lifhit in all the corners of the Land ?: Doth not the ‘contempt 
of Chrifts government, Ordinances, Officers, witneffe it, farre 


-andneare? Whatelfe {peakes our crying downe the Solemne 


National! League and Covenant, which makes:theears of our 
Brethren‘in Forreign parts to tingle? What élfe isdifcovered, 
bya bold pleading for tolleration ofall Se&ts,\ under pretence 
of indulgence to tenderconfciences. Alas, alas. Might nog} 
Gods Meffengers {peake to ws." as Mofes'did toulfrael of olde, 


Deut. 32. 6. Doe ye thas reward the Lord , ‘yefouli(h people and ún=a 
= i Tiina. V e 


Difa eere aime TEN | vp N A RE 
Imight here thew you'that the abule of Gods edednefs doth 


mu g 
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much aggravate fin, and greatly endanger the finner, Jer.2.195 Fer. 2. 19,20. 
20. It is an evill thing and bitter 5 that thou haft forfaken the Lord 
thy God, and that there is not in thee the feare.of my Name. For of old 
` time Ihave broken thy yoake and burnt thy bonds.. 
But I know, that there is nothing which more deepely 
| wounds an ingenious, a gracious heart upon the remembrance 
of fin, then injury offered to fo good a God. Againft thee, thee 
only bave T finned, was Davids mournfull complaint, Pal. 51. 4. prime ci 
It runnes not thus in his lamentation. Againft my houfe , my - $ 
Kingdome, my felfe have I finned, though there was truth in 
all that, as the Hiktory declares. And now I believe hehadin ° 
his thoughts Gods goodneffe , whereof Nathan before had re- | 
membred him, 2 Sam. 12. af 
And no marvail that this confideration dothpaine a pious ° w 
penitent heart, for this unworthinefle, this worf\kind of un- 
than kfulneffe, doth put God himfelfe upon complaint and la- 
mentation. & 
The Prophet Ifaiah brings in God upon fuch like returnes 
for his goodneffe, bemoaning himfelfe ( as it were ) beforethe 
fenceletfe creatures, Ifa. 1.23. Heare ô heavens, and give eared Ef. 1. 23.. 
earth, for the Lard hath {poken it. T have naurifbed and brought up 
children, and they have rebelled againft me. The Oxe knoweth bis ow- 
ner, and the Affe his Mafters crib. But Ifrael doth not know, ec. Ab 
finfull Nation fe ty oe: Leb 
God is burthened with fuch bafenefs, and therefore fighing- 
ly fayes ; Ah , Iwill eafe‘me, vetj. 24. TheLordcommand . 
your coníciences to bring this home for your humiliation,both 
in reference to mifcatriages publique and perfonall. -For how 
much or how little better you be forall your deliverances,God 
and your confciences beft know. And though our felves be not 
fcandalonfly guilty , yet the fins of others in our Ifrael fhould 
in this regard affli& our hearts, Gen. 3 4. Its faid òf Facobs Sons, 
The men were grieved (in reference to Sechems fin) becaufe hee had 
wrought folly in Ifrael. r 
3. For Information. How unlike unto God are all thofe Ufe- 
Who thinke ill, with ill, {peake ill, plot ill, and prattife ill, a- | 
gaintt the I/rael of God. 


In all the fore-mentioned particulers , expreffed in the Do- 
&rine: 


16 


Pfalme 137- 


Numb.22.6. 


5i Pet. 5- 8. 


Pialm 83.1.69 


Ufe. 


4 


&trine,they are contrary to God. For they 1.really, 2. unwea- 
riedly, 3. with the heate of the highelt difpleafure make oppo- ` 
fition againit Gods people. Their heads, their hearts, their 
hands, their purfes, their pens, their votes, their Swords, their 
friends , are all againftthe welfare of Zion, the wel-doing of 
Gods Ifrael. Though Gods word chide them, crofie providen- 
ces check them , and their owne confciences troublefomely re- 
coyle upon chem, yet will they furioully , defperately engage 
againit Gods people. l : 

Doubtleffe thefe are not God-like. But Edom-like, who cry- 
ed againtt Ierufalem, Pfal.137.Down with it, down with it, even to 
the ground. 

And Moab-like, who faid to Balaam, Num. 22.6. Come curfe 
this people. Sending to hell for helpe, to lay wafte the Church 
of Chriftt. - il 

Yea Devil-like, who like a roaring Lyon feekes whom hee may 
devoure, 1 Pet.5.8. And might he have his will, he would not 
fuffer a true I/raelite to live. 

I know that Ifraels enemies are of feverall kinds, fome ap- 
peace in wayes of open hoftilicy, others oppoie more covertly 
and fubtily. But theManner and meanes of their way-laying 
Gods people in their comfortsand hopes, are all knowne to 
God, who accounts them his adverfaries, and will deale with 
them accordingly. ; 

Gods Church being affured of this truth, doe-underthis no- § 
tion turn the edge of their prayers againft them, Pfal. 83.1.59. 
Keep rot thou filence 0 God, tc. For loe thine enemies make a tumult, 
and they that bate thee have lift up the bead. They have taken crafty 
counfell againft thy people, and con|ulted againft thy bidden ones. They 
have faid, come, let us cut them off from being, q Nation > that the 
name of Ifrael may Le no more in remembrance, &c. perfecute them 
with thy rempeft, Ke. 

4. For examination. It nearely concernes us all, to prove 
whether we be crue Ifraelites. l 

1. Who defires not to know his right to this, prerogative 
now laid open, which is{o pretious, and fo comprehenfive, as 
you have heard. Men of the world imagine that they can ne- 
ver make fure enough their title to earthly accommodations. 

O that we were fo wife for our foules. 2 4 
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2. All are not Ifrael, who are of Ifrael faith the Apoftle, Rom. Row 9-6. - 
g. 6. Neither every naturall Ifraelite, who iflued out of Jacobs 
loyns, nor every vilible member of the Chritian Church, mutt 
now bee admitted into the fellowfhip of that Ifrael which my 
Text {peaks of. 
3. And we who by naturall defcent are Gentiles, may yet by 
a fpicituall Intereft, be (harersin the priviledges of the Ifraelites 
of olde. Ephef-2.19. Yee (faith the Apoftle to the Ephefians) Ephef. 2. rp. 
are no more firangers , nor forreiners , byt fellow Citizens with the 
Saints, and of the houfbold of God, ec. . 
4. The knowledge of our propriety in the immunities, li- 
berties of this Z/raels Charter, wil wonderfully conduce to our 
{pirituall advantage, both in point of fervice and comfort. The 
Apoftle {peaks much to this purpofe, in his Epiftle unto'the £- 
pheftans, that they might admire Gods rich grace in Chrift,and 
make a fruitfull improvement thereof in their converfation. 
Now in Chrift Fefus, ye who fometimes were far off, are made nigh by ie 13A 
the blood of Chrift. For be is onr peace, who hath made both one , and p 
hath broken downe the middle wall of partition betwixt us, @c. And 
we bave acceffe by one Spirit to the Father, &c. i 
Now the difcovery of a right borne Ifraelite in the fence of 
the Gofpel, may be made by thefe foure notes following. 
a Firft, A conforming of our courfe according to'Canonicail 
Scripture. This note lyes faire, Gal.6.16. So many as walke ac- Gal.6.16. | 
cording to this rule, the Ifrael of God. $ » Irrides oblique 
There are two things notable in this Chratte?, 1. The true Ls fe 
Ifraelite in all doubts and ambiguities hath reference to the ho~ Ao ad ae 
ly Scriptures, for direétion and fatisfation. de carnali A- 
It isnot the judgement of fuch and fuch men, which alone brabe proge- 
carries him, nor the phantafies of our owne brains, which are nie a pa 
by many.called Revelations , and new lights. Some for Inde- feud Ure ie 
pendency ; Others for Presbytery. A third for Epifcopacy. A unum /arvatuns 
fourth fort for Newtrality , waiting only in policy to fee wh guiin bominum 
way may be moft advantagious in accomplifhing their own in- confpeđu appa- 
feriour ends. No, no, but the trne!fraelite defires to know the 777° ae 
minde of the holy Ghoft in Scripture, whether it agreeor ~ Y: 
difagree with his own defigns, engagements, affociates. 


2. Thetruelfraelite walkes according to his Scripture light 
. `D A 
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Luker. 6. As Lube 1. 6. It is faid of Zachary and Elizabeth. They walked in 
all the Commandemenis and Ordinances of God. 


guiyhz sow Notas many, who oniy proteffe, and prate according to 
Inceden: Mth? Scripture rule the original! word walk ranflated, fignifies (as 
videtur soty ev 


EFT EXE” Beza wel obferves) both exactnefle and conftancy , in fteering 
aliquid ampli- Á i F z 
as guam gê- CUC Courbe according to Canonicall Scripture. Whereas the 
mle fignificae Hypocrites fay and do noty Matth. 23.3. ; 
re, nempe ita Secondly, A minding cf the inward man, in the courfe of 
incederesut cere obedience. This my Text tells us, Gods Ifrael is cleane or pure of 
tum ordinem beart. And St. Peter affirms, Acts 15.9.. That God puts zo diffe- 
a? rence betwixt us Gentiles, and the belt of Jewes, having purified 
‘rranfileas. our bearts hy faith. 
A&s 15. 9: The Apoftle Paulfpeakes out clearly and fully to this chara- 
Rom.2-28,29: fter, Rom 2.28, 29. He is not a Few, Cin fence its the fame 4 which 
Quia wy F© be isnot an Mraelite) which is one outwardly, Bur he is a Jew, with 
a Abe pie is one inwardly , and Circumcifion is that of the heart in the Spirit. 
alis circunci- The trae Ifraelite lookes inward, works inward, both in avoi- 
fio» ding fin, and doing fervice. 
Therfore the gawdy outfide Pharifees,muft not goe for right 
Ifraelites, who are like gilded Sepulchers., who honour God with 
lips, but their hearts are far from bim. : 
-` “Phirdly, A true I/raelite is Natbaniel-like, a man in whom there 
John 1. 4% is no guile, John 1. 48. tg è 
Verédecitur He defires not to cozen the world with faire flourifhes. Hee 
efe, pi reip)? had much rather be good, then appeare good. Not fhewes but 
talis i gual Cs fance is in his heart and endeavour. , 
ae p“ This cuts the combs, and cı ufheth the hopes of thofe people 
Manh. 23. s. Who only defire to be feene of men. As Matth.23.5. our Saviour 
efcribes the Hypocrites. A plaudite from men, is much more 
contenting co them, then an Euge bone ferve, et fidelis. Welldone 
good and faithfull fervant from God, Matth. 25-23. 
Matth. 25-23- _ 4& A genuine Ifraelite may bee knowneby his trading with 
_ Godin prayer. For hence it was, that Iacob originally received 
Gen, 32:28. this Name, Gen,3 2-28. as I hinted before. 
I know that the Rabbins vainly fancy, that the Angell with 
whom Facob wreftled, was Efauhis Angell, who now way-laid 
Facob, and hindred him in his courfe : but the hiftory it {elfe in 
many paffages {ufliciently confutes this conceit, and therefore 
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J {hall not bettow any words abont that conceit : but wil ihort- 
ly characterize his prayer, for the proofe of yours, and confe- 
quently to manifeft to your con{ciences » whether you be true 
Ifraelites. Now in Facobs prayer, (which I give in as a touch- 
ftoneto try yours) thefe things are contuderable. i 
-q. ‘It-was an occafional prayer, fuiting wich his prefent con- 
dition, Gen. 32-15. Deliver me Ipray thee from tie hand of my bro~, 
ther, the bandof Efau. A new danger occaitons a new prayer. 
Although I dare not con'demne all fet forms of prayer as Gn- 
full, yet 1 confidently afirme, that they are not fully fatistying 
untoa truelfraelice , who will vary in his tranfactions wich 
God, according to the variation of providencies. Forboth 
love to the Lord and {elic-love, caufeth che right bred Chriiii- 
an to poure forth all new concernments into Gods bofome, 


wreftied. i A 

„Though the true Jfraelite refufeth-not to pray with others, 
yet hee cannot be content , except hee fometimes graple with 
God hand to hand.: (Beare with my bold exprefion , for the 
Scripture cals prayer wrefting. ) . 

Every gracious heart hath fomewhat to whifper into Gods 
eare alone, which is not fo meet to {peake out in company, & 
warme loves will feelge fecret ected tert communion. 

Let the guerehere be , whether your hearts can take up con- 
tentedly, with prayers in company. mi 

34 It was penitentiall. The Prophet Hofea having occafion to 


review this Hiitory, tels us that Facob wept é made (upplication, Hofea tn. 4- 


Hof. 12.4 And why wept the good man ? As his teares expvef- 


fed his fervency in prayer : So itis probable, that chey.werg ef River ‘in foc. 


fects andexpreffions of hisforrow, forthat. tricke of Leger-de- 
maine, that finfall deceit, whereby he deceived his old Father, 
and cheated Efau of the bleffing : which fraud of his provoked 


his Brother, Gen.27.4.1. Elu bated bis brother becaufe of ibe blef- Gen. 27.41 


fing. And this is the rather credible, becaufe the Angel by af- 


king hisname, Gen.32.27- and his repeating it (my name is Gem 32-27. 


Focob).mighy put hinvin mind of that mi(Carriage, which Ejan 


Jong beforeiaic, did fuite well with his name, Gen.27.36. 1s be Gen 27. 35. 


not rightly named Jacob, for be bath-jupplanted me thes two times. 
we De The 


Gen- 32. 1, 


24. It was fecret, Gen. 32.24. Jacobwas left alone, and there Gen 32-24 


` 20 


&en. 32: Io. 


Sen. 32-10. 


Gen. 32. 10- 


Gen. 32. 24, 


Atnots 
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The true Ifraelite defiresto wet the ground where he wreitles 
with teares, that if he be foiled, his fall may be the more eafie- 


He reviews with forrow his fins againft God,when he prefents _ 


hisprayers before him. 


Men of flinty remorfleffé fpirits, may in this refpect queftion 


their Spirituall eftate, who commonly ftand up under the re- 
membrance of fin, with dry eyes, and fenceleffe hearts. 

4h. It was humble. Facobs humility appeared divers wayes. 

1. In his reviewing his former bare & low condition, Gen.32. 
10.With my ftaffe I paffed over this lordan,bringing nothing elfe. 
The Chaldee exponnds it, my felfe alone. Doe you frequently, 
confciencioufly reflec upon your perfonall, domefticall, poli- 
ticall lownefle, that your hearts may not {well before God. 

2. Acknowledging God the Author ofall his encreafe, of 


. bis happy change, Gen. 32.10. Themercies which thou haft fhewed 


to thy fervant. Not idolizing felfe-induftry, vigilancy, policy, 
(though much hereof was in him, as the Hiftory relates) but he 
lookes as farre as Gods handand blefling. Doe you cait your 


eyes beyond your owne Counfels, and your Armies courage in — 
your fucceffes. I mention not more fecret concernments. ~ 


3. Confefling himfelfe, lefe then the leaft of all thefe favours, 


with which the Lord had now filled him , Gen. 32. 10. The’ 


proud Hypocrite lookes through felfe-conceite upon his Æl as 


too little: but the true I/raelite freely acknowledgeth himfelfe - 


leffe then theleatt of the bleflings which God beftoweth, and 
thus much he here freely exprefleth before God in prayer. 

5th. It was fervent. This isimplyed, in that his praying is 
called wreftlings Gen.32.24. Wherein there is both intention of 
mind, and extention of bodily ftrength. Both dexterity and a- 
bility are exercifed in wreftlins. l 

So in right prayer, all the faculties of the foule , (wid) the 
underftanding, memory, will, affections, andall the graces in: 
the heart are ferioufly feton work. | 

The Apoftle Fames gives a fulldefcription of it, James 5. 16. 
The effeciuall fervent prayer. | 

It is a working prayer. Lip-laboured prayers, well-worded 
fupplications, are no good arguments to prove a true Ifraelite. 
Much leffe will yawning, fluggifh , bed-ridden devotions evi- 


dencea mans intereft in this prerogative. 6. Ik 
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6th, Ít was fiduciall. This appeares 1. By-his pleading Gods 


2I 


promile, Gen.32. 9. 12. Thou faidft returne unto thy Countryand to Gen 32.9.12. 


thy Kindred, and I wil do thee good, &c. Faith in right prayér cakes 
hold on the engagements of God grace, when it cannot faften 
elfewhere. AY We ete! ss 
2. By hisclofing with the Angel , who: was Chrift: Holy 
faith, though humbly, yet adventuroufly ftrikes.in with Jefus 
Chrift, prt in regard of his humanity our neere Kinfman, 
and our Mediator, according to the appointment of the Fa- 
ther. And the obedientialneffe of his heart to Gods command, 
was amanifeft figne, that his faith was right, verf. 9. Thou faidft 
| returne. As though he had fpoken in morewords, thus, Lord 
I am come hither in obedience to thy call and command, there- 
fore doe not difapoint the hopes of thy fervant. True faith 
which embraceth the promife, doth {ubmit to the command of 
God alfo. wine A ie e cit? 


ath, It was for a Bleffing 9 Gen. 32-26. peilbnot let thee goe, Gen. 32. 26. 


except thou bleffe me. 


This 1 conceive was not only for deliverance from the ap- ~ 


proaching imminent danger,’ but for fome manifeftations of 
his love ; that in fone kind, according to his promife he would 
doe him good, verf. 9. : ; l wer) 
_ The Pfalmift gives in this as an infallible mark of the: true 


| Ifraelite, Pfalm 24. 6. This is the generation of them who feeke thees Pfalme 24. 6 


| who feeke thy face. As David expreffeth himfelfe, Palm 4.6. Ma” Pfalm 4 6. 


ny fay, who will foew us any good, brit Lord lift thou up the light of 
thy countenance upon me. a DAAL a Cry bt 
The fmiles of Gods face are rather begged then the the gifts 
ofthis hand. Loves rather liberality in outward contentments, 
are looked for, and longed after by the gracious heart. : 
~ Sth. Ie was conftant & perfevering, Geni'3 2.24525 526. There 


wreftled with him aman till the breaking of the day: And whem he fap Ge” 32 24252 
that he prevailed not againft him , he touched the hollow of bisthigh, adi 


and the hollow of Jacobs thigh was out of joynt as he wreftled with him. 
Aid he faid let me goe , for the day breaketh. Andhee faid 1 will not 
let thee goe except thou bleffe me. From thefe words.note, chat tie 
continued praying, 1. Notwithftanding Gods delayes. -Al- 


though God give no anfwer, yet the true I{raelite will not give 


i D3 off 
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off prayer.” He muftand will continue this worke,, though hê — 
-| receivé not wages. >- r “a . 

2. Notwithitanding Gods denyals, Faith interprets deny- 
als, inthis cafe, as tryals, which rather quicken then difhear- 
ten. And the gracious heart keeps Gods command in the eye , 
and therefore will.dee duty, thongh.comfort be denyede 

3. Notwith,iandirig Gods oppofing pinching providences. 
Though . Facob {utter in continuing hisconteft, yet he will ra- 
ther fuffer then finne. The lofle of the ufe of a limb, will not 
caufe him to come off from his God. Bring all this home to 
your bearts.]. pray you. Good Chriftians, can experimentally 
fubfcribe to fuch fad. difpen{ations:from God to whom they 
no anfwer. 2. They read down-right denyals in fome of Gods 
pray. 1. They have providences, 3. Yea, their condition feems 
to grow worfeand worle. Loffes are encreafed, Croles renew- 
ed, temptations multiplyed, yet they continue praying... 

> ..§th, For confolation.Confider, Deut 33-29. Happy-art thou 6 


Deut. 33. 29. | Iftael, who is like to thee, 6 people faved by tke Lord, the field of thy 


L 


aia 


helpes and who is the {ward of thy excellency, and thine enemies feall 
be found lyers unto thee, and thou fhalt tread upon their high places. __. 
© How fweetely fruitfullis this Scripture for the comfort of 
Gods people.But I mufi leave the enlargement; & the improve- 
ment hereof to your own meditations. ° j 

_ IT might here remember yon of all the Cordials given out to. 

~; Gods Ifrael inthe proofe ofthe Do&trine. k 
-» But I thal onely briefly point at the amplification ofthis ufe 
under two generall heads, vid. 1. The removing of difcourage- 
ments. 2. The propounding of encouragements toevery true 
Iffeckite Ate) WRU + rta A 
1. This trith improved , will take off;our greateft difcou- 


ragements which moft ordinarily .arife from theie pe grounds. - 


°° Finks Oursowne weekne(fe, Either to dilcharge fervice, or to 


` refift affauilts, To' bear affidtions, orto fill relations. ForGod ig 


t Sam. 15. 29. the ftrength of Ifrael, 1 Sam. 15.25- And is not this a Cordial 


to:the, foulethat, is ready to faint.under its owne teebleneffe, 
46 «nriderftand) that it bath. intereft in the abilicies of the Al- 


isbean BoT Arck e a aay ve 
112. Qut'own unworibinefe. Thefoule which farvayeth its own 
d _ Viet 
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“ finfalneffe, is wont wich fighs to fay:Alas, I deferve no good, 
from the hand of God, no guidance, no afliftance, no fupply, 
no comfort : yet inthis cafe , Gods mercy may cheare , when 
merit cannot be pleaded. Let Ifrael hope in the Lord’, for with the 
Lord there is mercy, Pal. 130.7. un 
3. Our manifold future neceffities, confidered with onr unanfwera- 
bleneffe to former favours. Thefe are the common complaints of 
racious hearts. My receipts fromGod have beene many and 
| great already , but I have not improved them , I have abufed 
them rather:why therfore fhould Hook for any further know- 
-ledge But yet fhould Ifrael bope. For with the Lord there is plen- 
teous redemption, Plal. 130.7. Former failings bewailed ; hall 
notinterrupt the courfe of future kindnefs, Although old debts 
be not payed , yet God will give his I/yael leaveto goe upon a 
new {core. , STE | alle tee r 
4 Oar various and beynous provocations. If yet the poor foule 
fay, I am not only weake and unworthy in my felfe, or only 
unthankfull for, and unfuitable to former mercies in my con- 
_ verfation : but alas, how many evills arife iùn my heart againft 
_ his government, and break forth in my life unto his difhonour: 
 yetisthere comfort. For God will redeeme Irael from all bis ini- 
_ ghities, Pla}. 130.8. I only point at thefe things, not. having 
| leizureto enlarge them. ? pe MN: 
^ 2. This Dottrine applyed by faith will adminifter marvel- 
lous encouragement in every change and condition, of life 
whatfoever unto Gods Ifrael. b l aa 
For 1. Though among men they are dz{pifed as the of-fcou- 
ring of all things. Yet Ifrael is Gods peculiar Trea{ure, Plal.135.4. 
The difference which God puts betwixt an Ifraeliteand a Cana- 
anite , is greater then men make betwixt their Jewels and dirt 
in the ftreet. Git 1 


2. Though friends forget their labours and adventures of . 
Jove (as many in thefe times of fo great changes have too much | 


caule to complain) yet. thus faith the Lord, Efa 44.21. Thou art 
my fervant ò Ifrael, thou fhalt not be forgotten of me. God keepes a 
Catalogue of their Names, their fervices, theirfufferings, and 
ofevery thing which may render them acceptable to himfelfe. 
3. Though men leave us to fhift for ourfelves, taking no 


care- 
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care for our fafety. As fome of your fervants( pardon my bold- 
nefle ) whom you formerly fheltered, are now negle&ted both 
in their credit and comforts. Yet God, who keepeth Ifrael , doth: 
~ never flumber nor fleep. The Lordis thy keeper 5 the Lord himfelfe 
Pial. 128.457 upon thy right hand. The Lord {ball preferve thee from allevill , ec. 
Pal. 121. 445. 7- And he who hath Gods guard, may without 
danger want mans protection. 

4. Though there be nothing in us to deferve Gods favoura- 
rable difpenfations for our welfare, Yet hishonour is engaged 
to accomplith it,as the Lord’ himfelfe by the Evangelicall Pro- 
phet expreffeth it, Efa 46. 13. I will place falvation in Zion for | 
Ifrael my glory. And doubtleffe his Majefty will maintaine his 
own glory, how low, how little foever we be in our own eyes, 
ortheaccount of others. © ° ` i 

Vie. 6th, For admonition, which is two-fold. Firft, to Gods If- 
rael. Let them be hence warned, to take heed of a double rocke. 
1, Ofenyy, whereof they are in danger when the wicked prof- 
per, 2. Ofdifcontent, to which they are difpofed when them- 
elves Tuffer, o 0 > 

_ I thall not need to.travail out of this 73. Pfalme, for the en- 
__ larging of this Ufe : For this very Pfalmift acquaints us expe= 
`* rimentally. 1. Both with this double difeafe with which he 
was diftempered. 2. And with the medicines, the means wher- 

by hewas well cured. 

I laid open thefe maladies before, in the particular proofe of 
the Doftrine : therefore now I fhall only name the feverall 
ingredients in the medicine, or antidote, which may be for our | 
preferuation or recovery. | | 

Firft, To prevent or remove envioufnes ari:ing in the heart, 
becaufe bad men fare fo wel in the world. Contider with your 

Bai a felves, that all their enjoyments are 1. Empty deceiving appea- 
ee. rances, gay nothings, ver.20. As a dreame when one awakes , fo 6 
admiratio nif Lord when thou awakeft, thou fhalt defpife their image. 

quia fopor men- They are as men in a dream who judg the worlds vanities, to 
tes noftras oc- be better then unfatisfying fhadows unto a wel awaked foul. 
cupat. Imago >, Unreforming. Thefe men are wicked though they profpers 
hic fignificat  ver3. 12. Their large pofleflions have no fuch influence either 


uod vulgo di- , i Ə F 
n oaei into their hearts or lives, as to make them better. | ‘ 
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| f Corrupting, V. 7839-11. Their eyes ftand out with fatnefs. They 
are corrupt, and {peake wickedly concerning opprejfion ; they fpeake 
loftily.They fet their mouth againft heaven. They fay how doth God fee. 
__ As wines and cordials to a man ina fever, enflame the blood 
 andincreafe the difeafe. So are thefe men worfer for their ho- 
_ nour and worldly abundance. They are the more finful becaufe 
God is fo bountiful. | 
They cannot poflibly preferve their owners from perihing, 
verf. 18, 19. Lhoucaftedft them downe into deftruction. How are they 
brought into defolation , as in a moment. Envy not that gallantry 
which can neither keep off a ftorm nor the fcorching Sun. 

Secondly, to ftaunch murmuring, and {upreffe difcontent in 

| refpect of our owne wants and afflictions. 
Confider that you areupright, have rather reafon to raife up 
your hearts in the admiration of Gods incomparable goodnes, 
in the words of the Text. Ob bow good is God. Mind I pray you 
for this end toure remarkable patie in this Pfalme, which 
I muft only name, without illufration or enlargement. i s 
1. Wee have foule-fatisfa&tion in God, verfe 25. Gid is the 
ftrength of my hearty andmy portion for ever. All the neceflities of 
the heart are anfwered, and all the capacities of the foul are fil- 
led, out of the Al-fufficiency of God, and therefore there is no Gen. 331t. 
repining. Ibavé all faith Facob, Gen. 33.11. The originall fo i 
expreffeth it. ; 

2. They have fure prefervation from him, verf. 23. Iam con- Gratias agit, 
tinually with thee, thou haft bolden me by my right hand. When dan- quod in illa ru- 
gers draw nigh,God is more high,to fecure from al threatning ¢ gee 
mifchiefs both temporal! and {pirituall. Now at this time the “aha fuer fap = A 
Pfalmift was ready to be carried headlong upon rockes, but the prov needed : 
hand of Omnipotency fecured him. vet. Calv- 

3. We have his {peciall direction, verf. 2.4. Thou fbalt guide me 
with thy Counfell. In wayes of darkneffe and danger a good guide 
is comfortable. What our prefent times be in regard of perni- 
cious errours, &c. I need not fay ; therefore the feafon adds to 
‘the fwectnefle of this engagement of Gods grace for the gui- 
dance of his word and Spirit. | = L 

4- God undertakes, with the communication of all needfull ; n 
comforts here,our full glorification hereafter, verf- 24. And af- curfum comple 
terwards thoufbalt reciveme to glory. The promile is very com- &itur. Calv. 
E 
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_ Heb. 33- 5: 


Jer. 33-9 
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2 Sam: 18. 10. 
12. 


Pfalme 103.12- 
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Zach. 2: 8, 9. 
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Ufe. 
Pial. 73- 28. 


thou me {aith Chrif, At. 9.4.It ie hard for thee to kick againft thi 
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preheniive, containing the communication of all needfull con- 
tentmentupon earth, & the inheriting of happineffe in heaven. 
From all thefe conliderations,) may conclude my counfel with 
the words of the Apofile, Heb.13.5. Be content with fuch things as 
ye have. For be bath feid, I will never leave thee nor forfake thee. The 
originall is very Emphaticall, for there are 5. Negatives. : 
gyi id 8 mh 1 will never not leave thee, no, never not forfake thee. 
secondly, the admonition to all others follows. Seeing God 
is fo good to Ifrael, take heed of doing them any hurt, fer.33.9. 
Foe Lord faid to Jeremiah th- Prophet 5 all the Nations of the earth 
foal heare of all the good that I doe to Ifrael , and they {ball feare and 
tremble for all the gooduelfe , and for all the profperity that I procure 
unto it. Yea, I remember the Speech of the man who told 
Foab, the reafon wherefore he killed not Abfolom the Traytor, 
when he found him hanging by his head upon an Oake.T hough 
I foould receive a thoufand [beekles of filver inmy band. yet would] 
not put forth my band againft the Kings Son, for inmy bearing , the 
King charged. Beware that none touch Abfolom. Here take notice 
of Gods inhibition and former readinefle to vindicate their 
wrongs, Pf. 105 12.15316. IV hen they were few, yea very few, be fuf- 
ered no man to doe them wrong, but he reproved even Kings for thein 
fakes, faying. Touch not mine Anointed,nor do my Prophets nabarme. 
AndI appzal to yourcon{ciences , whether Gods charge con- 
cerning his people, fhould not more prevail then Davids in re- 
{peĉt of Abfolom. . i 
2. How apprehenfive he is of their miferies,accounting then 
as reaching himlelfe, Zach.2.8,9. He that toucheth youstoucheth th. 
Apple of mine eye. Together with the danger incurred, thougk 
done ignorantly. As appears in the cafe of Saul, why perfecutef 


pricks. ' Beware of a defign or vote again‘tGods Miniiiers anc 
fervants. i i 
_ gth. Exhortation. 1. To draw nigh to God, Pf{-73.28. This wa 
the inference of the Pfalmift. Both prudence and felf-love may 
put us upon this improvement, from the hearfay of Gods good: 
nefle: and the rather fheuld this perfwafion prevail with you 
who have had in variety of experience, proote of Gods good: 
neffe unto this our I/rael. Now this is to be done two wayes 
1. By felfe-refignation. 2. By {upplication. 
~ Firkt 


| 
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E rre By felf-refignation to God. This improvement of my do~ 


27 


&rine was long fince foretold to be made in Gofpel times,Zach. Zach 8.21,22 
£29 


8.21522523-Lhe Inbabitants of-one City feal gce to anotber, jaying, 
come, let us goe {peedily to feeke the Lord. Yea many pesple and ftrong 
Nations fball come to the Lord , &c. Saying, wee will goe with Jouz 


for wee have heard that the Lordis with jou. 
It is reported, Heft 8.17. That upon the famous deliverance Hefter8. 17- 


which God wrought for the Jewes from Hamans conipiracy. 
The Fewes bad jay and gladneffe , and many of the people of the 
Land became Fewes. Oh that the thoughts ot Gods goodneffe 
to Ifrael might work upon many hearts. 
This might be firengthened , by conlidering that Ifraels re- 
céipts from God are, 
1. For quantity, the greate. 2. For variety the choyfett. 
3. For quality, the fweeteit. q. For fecurity, the fareft. 5. For 
duration, the laitingeft. Whereas the contents of them, who 
Keep at a di!tance from God, are 1. Scanty, fhort,and not fa- 
tisfying, 2. Few, and not extending to our feveral! necefli- 
ties. 3. Unfavory and vexing- 4. Palfe and fading: Now 
this felfe-furrender to God, in Covenant renewing, fhould be 
1. Rational, from the apprehention of our engagem:nts to 
him, and fatisfactions to be received from him. 
2. Totall. For the whole man is due unto him, and our All 


23. 


is too little tor him. Therefore yeeld your felves unto the Lerd,’:. « 


2 Chron. 30. 8. 

3. Voluntary. Gods people are a people of willingneffe, Palme 
110.2. Where can the will find fo compleat, fo pure, fo fuita- 
ble an obje& co choofe as God is. 

4. Sincere. Intending Gods hoffour as truly as our owne 


gaine, in this felfe dedication. Glorifie God both in your bo- 


dies ond {pirits y for they are Gods , 1 Cor. 6. 20.. 


Conftant. To ferve him in bolineffe and righteou/neffe before 


him all the dayes of our life, Luke 1.74, 75. If you can finde a- Luket.74,75. 


ny point oftime, wherein God deferves not your fervice , or 
wherein you need not his grace, then wich-draw your felves 
from him. i 


Secondly, By fupplication, Fer. 14.8, 9- O thou the hope of If- Jerem-14.8.9. 
rael, kc. Wherefore fpouluft thou be a ftranger. We are called hy thy 
x ki pez 


Name, 


T Cor-6.20. 


= 3 


Flolea 12. & 


hy 


2 Sami9-1-7- 


i john 317318. 
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Name, leave us not. Have not wee reafon to make the fame ule 
ofthis Doctrine ? 

That place in Hofea 12.4. is very remarkable, where the Pro- 
phet relating to Jacobs iuccilefall prayer, fpeakes thus. He 
found biin in Bethel, and there be [pake with us. Rivet hath this 
nate upon the place. 

it was a Proverb amonait the Hebrews. Que patribus accide- 
runt fignun funt filiis. The Fathers concernments were the chil- 
drens documents. They applyed their Fore-fachers experience 
unto their owne proper encouragements. And this doth fea- 
fonably concerne us in regard of our oppotites. For I raels 
God can fubdue the rebellious , calme the mutinous , and re- 
titiethe erroneous ; in aword. He can beitead usin regard of 
all other conzern:nents wh.ticever. Therefore bee more fre- 
quent in prayer. And befeech you be more reverent ia your 
approaches to the Almighty by holy prayer. * 

Secondly. To imitate God in his goodneffe to Ifrael. Here 
remember 2 Sam. 9. 1.7. The ingenuity , the gratitude of 
David towards Fonathan in his refpects towards his‘Allyes. Is 
there any to whom I may (hew kindneffe for Jonathans fake, ec. 
Surely we fhould be kinde tothe godly, for Gods fake much 
more. 

1. Be really kind. Doe not feed them only with fair words, 
1 Iobn2. 175 18. My little children ( {aid the beloved Difciple) _ 
let ur not love in tongue, byt in deed and in truth. 

When they petition you according to their feverall neceffi- 
ties , and grievances , doe not thinke it enough to tell them, 
that you will in due time take their cafe into confideration. 
Right Honourable and Beloved, our God isnot only verbally 
good unto his Jjrael ; it is not his manner to put off Petitio- 
ners with good words. 2. Be fingularly favourable to fuch, Gal. 
6.9. Do good efpecially to the Hou{bold of Faith. Let the world 
know that you will put a difference betwixt a Saint and a Ma- 
lignant; and that your actions diftinguith betwixt them who 
have beene faithfull to God and you, and fuch who have 
beene falfe both to you and God. Let piety rather then pri- 
vate interelts, and felf-feeking draw forth your favour. Mind 
this I befeech you both in your aé&ts of charity, and in confer- 
ring offices, places of honour, advantage andtruft. Let meebe 

your 
re G 
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_ your remembrancer in particular, in behalf of the wounded foul- 
diers who have loft their limbs for you : and in the behalfe of poor 
_widowes, whofe husbands have lot theirlivesin your fervice. 
Doubtleffe bath religion and reafon doth call for that, for which 
Ihumbly nove. 3. Be confaztly friendly to them, Gal. 6. 9, 10. Gale 
Be not wzary of wel-doing. This was commended in the Hebrews,Heb, io, 
6.10. You have Minift-ed to the necefiitics of the Sains, X doe yet mini- Hed. 6 10. 
fter. Oh never let it betruly faid that Englands Parliament growes | 
cold-hearted towards old true-hearted friends. I might-here mind 
you of that change which appears in you, both cowards Gods 
faithfull Miniters and others, who have been your fait and faith- 
full friends in the cimes of your greateft heede. Oar Saviour gives Mah A 
you three admicable encouragements, Mat. 25. co pratile this da- ““""?* 
ty in imitatiag of your heavenly Father. Thefe oftices of love thal © ~ 
finde with JefusChrift. x. Kizd acceptance, verl. 40. In as much as 
you bave done it unto one of the leaft of thefe my Bretoren, ye bav: dove it 
untome. 2. Firmremembrance, verl.3 4,35, Kc. Tuen all ts: King 
fay I was an bungred, and ye gave mz meate, [was thirty, and ye gave me 
drinke, ec. At the day ofjudgcment all particular exprefions of 
love thal] berecorded. 3. Large recompence, verl3 4. Come ye bleffed, 
inherit the Kingdome prepared for you. The activity of faith wil add 
efficacy to thefe fhort hints. i 
' Thirdly, to requite Ifrazls God lremember 2 King. 4013. the 2 Kings 4- 
fpeech ofthe Prophet to the woman who had beene Kind to him. 13. 
Toou baf bad all this care for us, what (ball wee doe for thee. Yea the 
Heathens yield to the law of retaliation in reference to men, Mat. Maths. 
5. 46,47. and therefore Chrift faith. This is no fingular thing. And 4547: 
fhall we be worfe ia relation to God? O God forbid. But you wil 


aske me the a in Iob 22.2. Can’ aman be profitable to God , as Job 2218 


hee that is wife is profitable tohimfelfe ? And I muft an(wer, that the 
queftion implies a ftrong negation. For Pfal.16.2. Our well-doing yp - 
dotb not extend to God by way cf advantage. And our Saviour hath $ pa 
caught us to fay. When we have done all, Luke 17.10. that we areun- Lut 7.106 
profitable fervants. Yet a gracious heart will be enquiring, P/. 116. 


12. VVhbat {ball I render to the Lord for all bis benefits towards me. Pine ' 


Knowing that God may be glorified by man, in a way of manife- 
ftation, though not by addition of any thing tohim, who is both 
perfe& and infinite. And thismay be done by your Covenant. 
E3 ` keeeping, 


A j Pi 


e 
* 


Exo. 15.2. 


"Ds Phil 2.12- 


Tametft 
totum orbé 
modereturs 
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dm, guam 
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keeping, P{.116.12.14. This was one part of the Pfalmifts anfwer 
unto the fore-mentioned demand. I will pay my vowes. Wherein 
fhould be endeavoured, 1. The conforming of your owne lives to 
Gods commands, according to the advice of Jofbuab to others, & 
his refolution in regard of himfelt, wherof we read at large inthe 
24th chapterofhis Book. 2. The reforming of your Families. 
The practile of Incob fhould be your pattern, whoiaid, Gen 35.2. 
To bis boufbold and all that were wito bim , put away the ftrange Gods 
that are among you, and make you cleane. 3. And the promoting of 
Gods publike worlhip, Exod. 15.2. The Lord is my ftrength & fong 
(faith Mofes g Iirael) and he is become my jalvation , be is my God, 
aid I will prepare for hirn an habitation. The things which lonely 
name, are of mighty concernment , and they more concerne you 
then your Fore-fathers, as in many other regards, # in refpect of 
your Solemn League and Covenant wh fhould never be forgotten. 

Here I humbly crave leave to entreat yoa (Noble Senators) for 
Gods fake to be good unto his Jjrael. I now tpeak of zfrael asa po- 
litique body. The Apottle calls the Church the Commonwealth of 
Ifrael, Ephef. 2.12. And feeing God hath called me this day to 
{peak in his Name to you, as to (peak in Chris name for you, I 
will be faithfull. I told you betore that I rael is Gods peculiar 
treafure. And fhould,crown Jewels be cared for ? 

Now mee thinkes I heare you whifper, what would the man 
have? Doe you ask, What would the man'have ? The Minifter of 
Chrift, and your fervant ( Right Honourable ) wouid have the 
Ifrael of God minded, the wel-tace of the Church more endea- 
voured. We have liberty to (peak to God for Ijrael , and there- 
fore may be bold to ipeake for Ifrael to the chicteit of men. | be- 
feech you be good to the Chuech abroad , and to the Church at 
home. As for the Church abroad , I fhall now looke no further 
then into Se tland an- Ireland. . ~ 

For Scotland requeft, 1. A thankfull remembrance of their 
brotherly love and afli&ance in the time of our great need. 

2. Sympathizing bowels towards them in regard of the fires 
which yet barn there, together with con {tant prayers. 
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. 3. Care to continue firm the brotherly League of Love, and 


zealous with ftanding all overturesto the contrary. 
4. And readinefie to pertormall good offices tor that Church 
n i and 
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vand Nation, as occa‘ion may bee offered in way of reall re- 
uicall. 
i For bleeding Ireland, As I earnefly petition from you and 


all Chritian praying hearts, teares and prayers, in wayes ordi- 


nary and extraordinary, till che Lord be pleafed to fubdue the 
Rebels there, and to fettle peace with truthamongft them. So 
I befeech your care; ‘ 


1. That {uch Forces may be {peeded thither, asin probability 
may (through Gods bletling ) difpatch the work there. Alas, 


alas, why are our motions ío flow for our brethrens relief and 


deliverance. Theireftates , liberties, blood, lives, cry to you 
for reliefe. Take heed left through your negle&, their blood 
cry to God for vengeance. âp 

2. That the Army there, and to be fent thither, may be com- 
fortably and conftantly fupplyed for their encouragement. 
For you know by experience, what it isto promote the fuc- 
cesfull fervice of Souldiers by filling them with accommoda- 
tions, and what itis to break them , by with-holding means 
of fubfiftence and comfort. i 

Now for the Church at home, what (hall I fay for diftratted, _ 
divided England. You know our difeafes, our diforders, our 
breaches, our dangers , and God hath given you power and 


_ oportunities to doe us much good. Ycu have heads and 


hands, the good Lord give you hearts alfo more and more to 
be faithfully ferviceable to himfelfe and unto Iftael, 

- And here for Zions fake | mat not be flent, but fhall make 
bold to Petition fixe things, by the granting whereof l am 
las you fhall honour God, and well provide for I{raels 
wel-fare. i : 

1. The{peedy fetling of Church-governement through the 
Kingdome. And herein] intreat you be God-Jike for our Hrael. 
1.In Reality, 2. In Conftancy. 3. and Singularity of endea- 
vours. 

I acknowledge with thankefulneffe your good beginnings, 
and I defire that Nebemiah-like yon may not ceafe till the work 
be finifhed. 

Our God when he hath begun a good workein us, hee will 
perfect it. And in the parable he is counted an unwife builder, 
who begins and makes not an end, Luke 14. Dodan 
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An half-faced government will make usa {corn to our ene- 
mies at homie, and a wonder to our friends abroad. | befeech — 
you let Gods houle bee buile and governed according to bis 
own pattern.: Remember Mofes axactneffe, in acting to rule, 
Heb.5. And the commendation which the holy Ghott gives of 
his faichfulneffe. I intreat you to proceed from good motions 
to good actions, and in good actions to perfeftions, And let 
your hearts {peak as Pfal. 137. 5, 6. If Iforget thee O Ferufalem, 
let my right hand forget her cunning. If I doe not remember the , let- 
my tongue cleave to the rcofe of my mouth, if Iprefernot Jerufalem | 
~above my chiefe joy, or the head of my joy. You fhould rather 
be content to be cut fhort of all comforts, to be diiinabled for 
any employment, then grow regardlefle of Gods Church. The 
flourifhing ettate of the Church fhould be more in your hearts 
and aimes, then your own honfes or the Common-wealth. 
2. Thefetting up of good Magifirates in every Countrey, 
who may be at hand to countenance the exercife of Ecclefiafti- 
Magiftratus Call government. Therefore let not Parentage, parts, andpa- 
ycuftos u  trymony belooked upon as the only, or che chiefeft requifites 
«Tiufue tabule. ina Juttice of Peace, or fuch others who are to be invefted with 
authority from youto manage the affaires of State. But fet up 
men according to Jethro his dire&tion, Exod. 17.22. Men of cou- 
rage, fearing God, bating covetoujneffe, dealing truly. You fhould 
know them well whom you intend to truft with the civill 
Sword, for the confequence of fuch a truft is marvellous.great. 

3. The enlivening of old laws, andthe making cf new ones, 
for the punifhing of old fins, and the fupprefling of new difor- 
ders. It is worthy your time and ftudy to find out the beft me- 
dicines to cure our growing difeafes. . 

_. You have made good overtures to fee unto the better obfer- 

F mor” vation of the Sabbath day , and Fafting dayes , [befeech you 

Er N pra@ically profecute thofe and fuch like motions. You know 
that execution is the life of the Law. 

Lately you appointed a Solemn generall Faft that we might 
be humbled before God, and pray, in regard of the inundation 
of Errours and Herefies. Give mee leave to aske you whether 

i yôu only intended to fpeake to God, and to act nothing. If 
you doe not act according to your Orders andPrayers , God 
| vil 
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will judge you as hypocritical] abufers of his Name and Ordi- 
nance. Doubtleffe proportionable to your fincerity in apoin- 
ting that Faft, willbe your zeale to fuppreffe that, tor which 
you profefled humiliation before God. _’ 

4. The regulating of the Army. That the Souldiers may 
neither, 1. Opprefs the eftates. 2. Nor infect the fouls of poor 

eople. 

: in reported that your beft friends are worft dealt wich. 


- Faithfull Minifters and others, who have done and fuffered 


moft for your fake, are moft pinched by quartering, and that 
many known Cavalliers are entertained and maintained in our 
Army. Itstoo notorious that all forts of Errors abound and 
are abetted there. Either thefe reports which common fame 
carries abroad, are true or falfe. 

If falfe, then upon examination let the Army be cleared by 
fome Act of yours. But if true, then I humbly Petition , that 
for thecredite of the Army , the peace ofthe Kingdome , the 


well-fare of the Church, that for J/raels fake you would {pee- 


dily bethinke your felves how your army may be throughly 
purged. 

5- The reforming of the Univerfities. Ihope you defire both 
a Learned Magiftracy and Miniftery, therefore the Univerfities 
fhould in no cafe be negle&ed. 

1. Incourage the good work begun at Cambridge, by provi- 
ding honourable maintenance for the Mafters of Colledges, 
that they way be able to Jive there, in that fort as may become 
their places. If this bee not done, they muk either relinquith 
their charge there, which would be deftructive to the worke of 
Reformation, or elfe be non-refidents , which will be fcanda- 
lous. comilsion 

2. Speed the defired, much needed, long looked for sowa- 
{als for the purging of polluted Oxford. You cannot be igno- 
rant how much matters are out of order there, both in refe- 
rence toerrours, yea herefiesimpudently broached , and alfo 
in refpect of profefled Malignants continued. [am crediblyin- 
formed, that fome Parents remove their children from thence, 
becaufe the Univerfity is fo corrupt, and their hopes of a Re- 
formation are tired out through difappointments, 

F 


- Give 
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- Give me leave humbly to petition your ferious , your zea- 
louscare, that piety may be cherilhed , learning encouraged, 
errours fupprefled, profaneneffe punifhed, and notorious in- 
corrigible Malignants checked in both Univerfities. 

6. The encouraging of pious painfull Minifters. Had you 

‘no regard of them, as Chrifts Embaffadours, and fuch who un- 
der him are to bee Saviours to your foules : yet I pray you re- 
member how your work hath been carried on by their hands. 
Therefore I humbly movejthat neither their Callings may be 
` contemned and reproached as Antichriitian by them who are 
| fattious and impetuous. - 
~ 2. Nor their admini*rations interrupted by fuch who are 
Malignants profane or feditious. : 

3. Nor their due maintenance frandulenfly or violently 
with-held upon any pretence whatfoever. In this particulari - 
profeile that I {peak for my Brethren the more boldly, becaufe -~ 
my felfe through Gods gooodneffe) have no reafon through 

_wantto {peak for my felfe. Right Honourable, Ibefeech you 
flight not my faithtull advice from God and for God. Re- 
member you are Gods Stewards , and mutt bee accountable to. 
him how you {pend your time, improve your parts,trade your 
Interefts, ufe your authority. The workeis worthy, and fuch 
as may wel become the greateft among men, for it is Gods 
own work to care forthe good of I/rael. And it will bee your 
honour among men to be repairers of our breaches, yea it will 
be your comfort beforeGod here and hereafter, when you call 
to mind the taithfull fervice which you have done for his fer- 
vants, hishoufeand Name. __ A -e 

I conclude all with this requeft (which was the firftin mine 
eye in the choile of my Text) that you would inimitation of 
our God, be really, conftantly, and abundantly good unio bis Ifrael. 


FINIS. 
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Die Mercurij 28° Aprilis, 1647. 


Rdered that M‘ Alderman /thin doe 

from this Houfe give thankes unto Mr, 
Afbe for the great paines he tookg in the Ser- 
non he preached this day at Margarets Weft- 
ninfter before the Houfe of Commons , (it 
deing aday of publique Humiliation ) \ And 
‘hat hee doe defire him to print his Sermon, 
wherein hee is to have the like priviledge in 
printing thereof, as ethers inthe like kind 
dually ae had. 


H, Elfi nge. Cler, Parl. D. Cone. 
I appoint Edward Brewfter to Print this Sermon, 


May 25. 1647- | | SIMEON ASH. 
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reall Thankfulnefle : 


t A SERMON PREACHED 
€ In PAVULS Church LONDON, 
€  Vponthefecond day of November, 1645. 
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ce AtaPublike Thank{giving forthe taking in of the 
©, Towns and Caftles of Caermarthen and Mounmouth 
ir Wales, itbeing the firt Lor n s-day after the inaugu- 


ration of the Right Honourable Thomas e4dams now 
Lord Major of that famous City. 


By Simeon Afh Preacher at Bafing/haw, London, and one 
of the Affembly of Divines. 
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Psat. §0. 14. l 
Offer toGod thankfgivinz, and paythy vows unto the most high. 


E Ba r. J02% 
$ ho fooffereth praife, glorifieth me, and to him that ordereth his 
conver{ationaright, wil I [bew the falvation of God. ? 
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Pe Printed by G. Miller for Edward Brewfter at the Sign of the Bible ‘ 
Es on Ludgate-hill neer Fleet-bridge, M. D C.X LV. Se | 
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[O THE RIGHT HONOVRAB 


THOMAS ADAMS | 
Lord M aor of the famous City of : 
| 


uw 


Lonpon,together with the right worfhip... 


»  dullthe Aldermen and Shetiffs thereof. 
~ Right Honourable, ` * i 


ny uinwillingnes,to tranferibe this Sermon for the Prefve, 
I prefume npon this Dedication , not only becanfe the Sera 
non was preached and is printed at your command, but al 0: 
bat I might hereby make an open, gratefull acknowledgement 
Fyanr love divers waies exprefsed towards me. 
My Sermon is fer fabjtance the felf fame, which you heard, 
know not any one particular head, which I haveeither added 
diminifved, only fome phrafes are changed (far my memory 
wld not reach the fame exprefions) and the words of Scrin 
ure-quotations are given in more largely, thin when I 
cached. «Ay fubject is feafonable for thefé times, wherein: 
e Lord hath been pleafedto give us inthis City occafion to ce. 
ratemany daies of Thank{giving. The practiceofour prai- 
is that which God expects, and I perfrvader, 
Vutohow many in our _Affemblies (when we necet to fing: 
tjes ) may our Ged fay, Qaid verba audio, cum faéta vi-. 
3è This people diaweth nigh to me with theirmouth,. 
Aa and. 


nand) fet on by the follicitations of (ome others hath conquered 


wo 


-der which we fmart and bleed,dotb avenge the quarrel of Go 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


of Honour, Aut 
omyou: Mag 


provoked by theneglett and violationof it. For theSword un 


Covenant, Lev.26.25~ Therefore let every one thus (peak ur 
to the Lord,Praife waiteth for thee 6God in Sion,and ut 
tothee fhill the vow be performed, Pfal.65.t. will fin 
praifeunto thy Name for ever,that I may daily perfor 
my vows,P/.61.8. Right honourableand right worfhi 
tull,the Lord hath conjoyned you as brethren in the great wii 
ofthe Government ofthis renowned City, I prayGod you may 
of one minde foul and way, for thetrue welfare thereof, and) 
sheincouragement of all {uch init who fincerely foek to fet upih 


holy government of Tefus Chrift, in whom I ams 
: J “Tour bumble Servart, 
SIMBON SSH» 
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ae . '- Wi Ay a nace : 
T rhat they might obferve his faves and beep his laws. sa 


7s, of Thankfgiving , therefore the fubje@ of the 
sey! Pfalm, and the fervice of the day, doe well fute. 
SA Inthe Plalm the high .exercife of praifing God 
ASA is, . Firlt, commanded and partly directed, 


f sk ote Perfwaded, in the remaining part of the Pfalm. 
imployment, are confiderable under two heads. 


| x. The quality and variety of divine adminiftrations for their 
comfort, Remember his marvellous works! that he bath done, 


bis wonders, v.5.8¢c. And that this mightbethe more prevails . 


ing upon their hearts, a large Catdlobie of kindenefles conferred, 
is given ipj-wherein wë have an enumeration of glorious, re. 
markableprovidences, in almoft fourty verfes together. 

i2, The end which the Lotd propounded and aimed at, in all 
theld many'and memorable difpenfations. And this is held forth 
inmy Texty That they might obferve his fiatätesžand keep his 
laws. Whereas the life of thank{giving, lies inthankefliving, in 
r wellorderéd'obedience to thé Gad of our Salvations, the God 
Z mercies, This ische fubject matter of my Text. Wherein 

confiderable, 6+ 6... M Fay 

C 1. The titles, whereby the ral of mans aie is s expel 
Statutes, Laws, 
p? B 2, The 


~ a i 


&& His Pfalm is Eucharifticall, and this tay i is a ag 


=! ‘in the four firik verfes, O give ei unto the ; 


The arguments ufed to preffe Gods people unto this Angelicall 


Job 28.3 


Jer 316395 36. 


& 33255 


AA 


- fervants, and againit'their enemies. For the Pfal mifthaving par-f 
- ticularized a great number of them, he concludés in thè Text.F 


. for Ifrael: the Text gives an account, That they might obferve 


rea 
Ze 
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2. The termes whereby the regularity of defer 
{ugeelted, Obferve, Keep = 
3. The way or means whereby this regular obedience, is prof 
moted, viz All che wonderfull works of the moft High, for his} 


That, or (as the old Tranflacion renders it ) to the intent, they 
might obferve his ftatutes, and keep his laws. 1f any fhould en-P 
quire (upon the perufall of thefe famous providences ) the rea-f 
fon, wherefore the Lord wrought wonders fo many, fo great}, 
his featutes and keep his laws. ; 
From the divifion of my Text, I proceed to the explication off 
the feverall words uled init : wherein I will be buc brief, thought’ 
fomething muft neceffarily be fpoken, to make the fairer way, un-| 
to that which afterwards muft from thence be obferved and im-f 
roved. 
F You heard before of the two titles given in this Text anto thef 
rule of mans obedience. The firlt is, St#tutes. I finde the origi- 
nall word tranflaced, 1. A decree, Pral 148.6. He bath made al 
decree which foall not pafe, As all the motions of creatures 
inferiour to man are bounded by the decrees of Gods dominion} 
(which are often called the ordinances of Heaven) So all mans 
operations fhould be ordered and limited by his Command. 
ments. i 
2. eA Portion, Prov.31.15. She giveth a portion-to herl 
Maidens, And truly Gods commands are a good portion tof 
his people, 7 have cfteemed the words of his mouth (taith Fob) 
more then my neceffary food, Job 23.12. And, Thy teftimonic. 
(faith David ) are my heritage for ever, Pial, 119.111. Unte 
a gracious heart, Gods work is wages, and imployment is pre- 
ferment. | 
The fecond word, is, Laws. Theoriginall word is moft or] 
dinarily ufed co fignifie che morall law, the Decalogue, that con] 
ftant ftandard, or ftanding law, by which all Nations, in all ages: 
the world, have been, and fhall be bound co order their converfa: 
tions before God, in | 
meaty Thu 
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‘ ie words ufed, ta exprefle Gods revealed will 
le manscourfe: It follows, that I explain thofe words, 
iwhich fuggeft mans regular refpect thereunto. & 
| Thefirft is,0b/erve,which imports,1.either to mindeor referve 
nmemory. As old jacob is taid to obferve the fayings (the 
freams) of Jofeph, Gen.37.11. + i oe | 
2. Ortopreferveinfatery. In this fenfe, the fame Pacod ufed 
‘he word, in Fis prayer or vow, Gen.28.20. If God will be with 
lne, andkeep mein thiswaytharlgo,&C. > 
. And this fenfe aníwers the true meaning of the next word, 
Keep, which properly fignifies to keep with care and vigilancie, 
ıs ammunition is preterved from fire, and falfe hands, when an 


some up before thy face, keep the munition, watch the way. 

. Now thefenotions from the originall, are not vain, they are 
oth profitable, and fuch as anfwer the more open language of 
she holy Ghoft elfewhere, The laws of the Lord fhould be trea- 
ured up im thecabinet of mans heart and memory, Prev. 3.1. 
My fonne,forger nat my Law, bus let thine heart keep. my Com- 


WANAMENT Se æ 


-hat no breach be madeuponthem, Keep my Commandments and 
sve, and my Law, as the apple of thine eye, Prov.7.2. Y 
> Thefe things I only touch, as I paffe forward to that point, on 


the Text, and alto being moft feafonable for che fervice of 

the day. : ' 
T. beg mans regular obfervation of allGods Commandments, 

istheend.of all bisgloriows administrations for mans comfort. 

|, Morefhore. The end of Gods bounty, ismans duty, ` 

. Oc thus, in reference to che inftances of the Pfalm, and the 

expetiences of our.times. .Therefare the Lord taketh vengeance 

uponhis adverfaries, andtherefore the Lord.worketh the deli- 
erance of his fervants, that thej might obferve his fatutes and 

his dawsa oi D iha tel : 


which our God hath done for us, now of late, as heretofore? 


emy is expected, Nahum 2,1. He that dafbéth in pieces is 


_ And all che precepts of God, fhould be fecured from violence, 


which I purpofe to pitch, both becanfe it is the main intended in- 


q 5 a < Ray ‘ ` 
My beloved |! Who can number up inorder, the great things, 


g: B32 Our . 


Laz 
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- children.of men +- the words of Afofes that man of Godate plain | 


| ofthe Lord, and his fatutes. m 


Ourfrierids have been relieved s:our-foes ‘have routed, 
prayersshavebeen heard; our hopesrevived, our: forces profpers’ 
ed, our enemies difcomfited.” I' pray you, fill your‘thoughts wich! 
che particulars, ‘ which this.day-have been mentioned, and upon f 
other occafions fpecified : And then adde unto thé: remembrance 
of all,this DoCtrine which now Iam‘to deal in. PhatGods end and: 
aim in all, is this, That wemight obferve bis fhatates,* and keep. 
bis Liwsi i R A a a a 

In the handling of thisweighty point, well'worth ourferious 
cenfiderations, I fhall according to my accuftomed plainnefle en- 
deavonr two things. me ee. eae 

1. The explanation of the truth, thatic maybe rightly*under-* 
fteod. Ape BA ¢ is > a 
2, The application of it, that it may be fruitfully improved; — 

- [begin withthe former, wherein I will be but fhort, left I 
fhould want time to {peak unto the later, which I chiefly intend, it 
being of greateft and moft feafonable concernment. HOn yer = 

_ And herë by way of caution, to prevent miftake in this matter 
under hand, 1 with that thele four things may be obferved.- 

1. Mans obedience is the end of Gods gracious providences in’ 
regard of his precept, though noc alwaies in regard Of his fecret, 
eternal) purpofe. 1 well remember the words of the Pfalmift, 
Pfal.92.7. Whenthe wicked doe Spring as the graffe, and the 
workers of iniquity doe prosper, itis that they fall be deftroyed | 
fir evire But here I {peak not of Gods end in regard of his ever- 
lafting,: righteous decree, which he is pleafed to keep-clofe with- 
in his own bofome. sual 

- As for the end’ofhis‘command, revealing his pleafure to the 


and pregnanpto'our purpofe; Dent. 10. 12313. where‘ after an f 
enumeration of various,: marvellous favours vouchfafed unto J/- 
rael, hefpeaks thus, ednd now,0.Ifracl, whatdoth the Lord thy: 
Godrequire of thee, butto fear the Lord thy God, to Walk in 
All bis Waies,and to love bim,and to ferve the Lord thy God With. 
all thy heart, and With all thy fonl, To keep the commandments 


, w 
~& Itis theendof God, in (the fore-mentioned ) intention, 
1 / = though. 


— a 


wee ee et 
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60,to0 feldome in execition,’ God having engaged man 
dience by his bounties, he .expetteth an obedientiajlim- 
ment, thoagh his Majefties expectations are commonly, 
difappointed., -Fhe Lords fad coinplaine of his vineyard, I/ay 5. 
* expreffeth this. fully What could have been done. more to my 
vineyard, that] have not done init? Wherefire, when I looked 
thatit foould bringeprth grapes, brought it forth wilde. grapes ? 
vergs Helooked for judgement, but, behold oppre fion, for righ- 
teoufue fe, but bebold acry, ver.7. And ovr God hach very much 
occafion of the like lamentation, inthis Land, yea in this City ac 
this day, notwith{tanding the admirable deliverances, and vi- 
Ctories wrought for ns. Alas, alas, how few, how very fe w do: 
_any- where anfwer the expectations of his highnefle, in reforma- 
tiot of their waies, and in obedience unto his holy Laws, - 
‘23. Although mans obfervationof Gods ftatutes, “be one end, 
yetis it not the only end of his manifold favours. For amongft 
many other aims, whichare alwaiesin his majefties eye, fuch is. 
_ hisfatherly indulgence unco-his people, chat he dothgive out cor- 
dials.on purpofe to cheer their drooping -‘piriis, and to facilitate: 
their paflage thorow the wildernefle of this world, Let the Lord. 
be magnified, who hath pleafure in the prosperity, of hes fervants,. 
Pfal,35.27.. As the mountains are round about Jerufalem , fo 
_ the Lord isroungabout his people: for therodof the wicked fhalt. 
notre ft upon the lot of the righteous, lest the righteous put forth 
their hands unto jiniquity, Pial.125.2,3. D tee a 
‘4.’ Mans ferviceable {ubjeCtion unto divine injunCtions, is not 
Gods laft and chicfelt end, in all his glorious difpenfacions. The 
ultimate, the fapreme end of all Gods pnrpofes and: providences, 
_ishisownhonour, He doth all things for himfelf, Prov. 16 4. 
In them who are not obedientially conquered by. his kindenefles, 
" he willbe glorified. Proud, hard-hearted Pharaoh ftubbornly.. 
withftood ali the aflaultsof God, made upon himfelfand his peo- 
p-Plgegporh by plagues and deliverances, yet God faith, Exod.14,. 
© 4. f will be honoured upon Pharaoh and upon bis hof. And thoie 
who are made obediencially fruitfull, by the fhowres and Sun- . 
ineof divine indulgence : they being filled with the fruits of 


» 


ae 


, 
- a 
A 


pt 


rightconfnefe, are by Jefus Christ to the glory and praife of- 
i t. ; B3 Gods, ` 


ed. a 


? 


information 


i God, Philr.ír. Sothatall adminiftrations doe a 
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af 


mine amd center in the honour of the moft high God, who is the 
authour and orderer of them. f «tie. noe 

Yea beyond the duties of obedience, the welfare and/happinefle _ 
of them who are fincerely obedient,both here and hereafter isor- 
dained and intended by God himfelf, asan end {ubordinate unto 
h's own eternall praile, Ob that there was fuch an heartin 
them (faith the Lord) that they wonld keep all my comsmeand- 
ments alwaies, thatit might be well with them, Deut.5.29. And 
the Apoftle,having provoked the believing Remans unto the work 
of fanctification, addeth thefe words, Ye have your fruit #nto bo- 
lines, and the end everlafting lift, Rom.6.22. ; 

Having premifed thefe cautions, thele propofitions to prevent: 
mifapprehenfions, and that the meaning of my Text and Do- 
&trine might be truly underftood, I proceed unto the Application — 
thereof, which is the fecond thing promifed in the profecution of 
the point, oe a 

The improvement of this feafonable inftru@ion (thus far un- 
folded ) is chat which I had principally in mine eye, in the’choice 
of this Text, and | pray God, fo toaffift me in this laft, and the 
greateft part of my Sermon, chat J may reach your hearts, unto 
your edification and {pirituall advantage. All tchat I {hall fay by 
way of Ufe, I will give in,under thefe three heads. m- 

I. Information, s ) 

2, Reprehenfion. i 

3. Exhortation. ; : 

The two former forts of Ufes I fhall difpatch quickly, but I 
fhall crave leave to enlarge the laft, becaufe moft profitable, and: - 
moft pertinent unto this Congregation, and moft conducing to 
promote the realizing of thofe praifes, which this day we prefent 
unto our God. — eee 

Hence it naturally and neceffarily follows,-That the difobedi- 
ence of thofe perfons is moft abominable and inexcnfable, who 
have been under the moft , and beft adminiftrations of the Al- 
mighty. - 

i Suet offenders doe not only violate the Laws of Soveraignty, 
butof Amity. Their neglects, their mifcarriages,are not onlyun- - 
dacifulneties, 1 


g 


ls 
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- dutifiiinefles, but unthankfulneffes and unkindneffes. 
~ Ttis*here confiderable how the holy Ghoft doth ordinarily caft . 

_ thiscircumftance, as a loading aggravation upon the fins both of 
Nations and perfons, to break their hearts in the deepeft humilia- 
tion, and to juttifie God in his fharpeft corre€tions. Thus Samne! © Sam.1:.6. 
fetsupon unfubdued J/racd, 1 Sam. 12.6. eAnd Samuel faid 4, . 
unto the people, Itt the Lord that advanced Mofes and Aaron, 
and that brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. New 

_ therefore ftand fiill that I may reafon with you before the Lord of 
all the righteous atts of the Lord, which he did to you and to your 
fathers, When Jacob was come into Egypt, and your fathers cri- 
edunto the Lord, then the Lord fent Mofes and Aaron, which 
brought forth your fathers out of Egypt, and made them dwell 
sathisplace,&cc. Andthe Lord {ent Jerubbaal, and Bedan, and 
feplthah, and Samuel, and delivered you ont of the hand of your 
enemies, on every fide, and ye dwelled fafe. Here is the comme- 
moration of mercies. Now follows the fin therby aggravated. And 
when ye faw that Nahafh the king of the children of Ammon came 
against you, ye faid unto me, Nay,but aking thal reign over ws, 
when the Lord your God was yonr king. Beloved, 1 may not 
{pend timein paralleling thefe paflages, with Gods providences . 
towards this poor Kingdom, and this Kingdoms milcarriages- 
towards the Lord. Do it your felves,! pray you,and I doubt nor,bie- . 


It. 


ra. 


the ferious doing of it, will be advancagious both in the advancing l 
of our God,and in the abafing of our felves before him. Englands 
deliverances and mercies. Londoxs deliverances and mercies have. P 
| been moreand greater then of other Kingdoms and Cities; there- l 


fore Englaxdsfins,and Londons fins are more hainous,horrid,high - 

provoeations of the moft high God. 
Andas the evils of a people are thus aggravated by the Lord; 

fo are the offences of particular perfons alfo. In this manner 


Samuel greatens the dilobedienceof King Sanl, 1 Sam. 15. 16: Sia 


17 


Then Samuel (aid unto Saul, Stay, and Iwill tell thee, what the 
Lord faidunto me this night. when thon waft little in thine own 
fight, waft not thon made the head of the tribes of Ifrael, and- | 
the Lord anointed thee King over Ifrael? And the Lord fent \8~ 

shee on a journey, and faid, Go, and utterly defroy the finners, ‘ 
ie. X _ thes 


OTE — 


\ } 


19 


2Sam.12. 


€ 


a52m.2.27. 
28. 


29» 
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the Amalekites, and fight againf them, till they be confumed. 


didft flie upon the Spoyl, anddidft evil ix the fight of the Lord? 

I will not glofleupon this Scripture, which might truly be ap- 
plied unto many of the richeft and chiefelt rank in this City: but I 
humbly befeech you to remember from what low and little be- 
ginnings, the Lord hath advanced many of*you ;’ and chen re- 


Ae&ing upon your lives ; confider what account you can 


giveunto his Majeltie, for your obedience (or for your difobe- 
dience rather ) to his holy Commandments. Yea, this courfe 


PVherefore then did}? thou not obey the voice of the Lord, but 


God hath been wont to take with his own deareft fervants, to 


work them unto true repentance. Davids {candalous-fals are 
well known (I might fay they are ill ksown by. too many, who 
thence cake encouragement to offend-) ‘and I believe you are not 
ignorant of that courfe, which his God toek by Nathans mini- 
ftery, to prefent his fins as very fiofull in his own fight, 2 Sam. 
12.7,8. Thu faith the Lord God of Ifrael; anointed thee king 
over Ifrael, and I delivered tuee ont of the band of Saal, Axd I 


have given unto thee, [uch and fuch things. Wherefore haf thou 
despifed the commandment of the Lord, todoeevilin bis fight? 


&c. Herein, herein, lies the aggravation. wherefore. haf thon? f 
Thou fo preferved, thoufo preferred. How canft thou anfwer. f 


this ? , À mp er 3 i —_ 
Give me leave to touchone inftance more, which I doe. 


¥ i 


the 


rather adde, becaufe it concerneth men of mine own* cloth.and- 


calling, that you may be convinced : We Minifters delire to ag- 


gravate our own faults, by the felf-fame circuftances, whereby ff 
we greaten yours. ` E/é hisfinfull indulgence to his wicked fons 
` ds notorious; now mark how a Meflenger from the Lord»paints , 


out this his provocation, in black colours, 1 Sam.2,27. Thus 


faith the Lord, Did I plainly appear unto the boufe of thy father, 


when they were in Egypt in Pharaohs honfe? Anddid I éhoofe 
him out of all the Tribes of Ifrael to be my Prief; to offer upon 
mine Altar, to burnincenfe before me? e4und did I give #nto 


the honfe of thy father, ali the offerings made by fire of the-chil- 


wy - dren 


a — 5 N a a m 


F gave thee thy Mafters houfe, and I gave thee the houfe of Ifrael 
» andof udah; andif that had been too little, I Wonld moreover 


T. hank{giving realized, 


becaufe God hath honoured:us with an high and holy.imployment 
in fpeciall attendance upon himfelf: 


guile under this notion, is moft grievous unto a truly gracious, re- 
when hectied out,e4zainft thee,thee only have I finned, Pf.5 1.4. 


{peculiar fervice of this day. 4 

The next Ufe follows, which is for the jut reproof of two Gis 
E perfons, whofe practices do point blank oppofe this, purpofe of 
sin conferring favours, which my Text makes report of, 


lives wes becaufe of Gods jong-fufferance and loving kindeneffe. 
This fticks, asa black brand upon King Rehoboam, 2 (broidt. 
It came to paffe that when ATA had eftablifoed the king- 
domand had firengihned himfelf,be forfõok the Law of the Lord. 
It may be trulyfaid of måny,that they had not been fo bad and 


bafe in their lives, if God had not bin fo bountifall co:chem in his“ 


beftowings. Herein men difcover their egregious folly, which can 
no way be excufed, Do ye thus requit: tke Lord,ye foolifh people 
nviferis not be thy father that hath bought thee?hath he not made, 
thees eftablifhed thee ?Remember the days of ald, &o.De.3 2.6,7 
Yea, hereimappears the vile malignity of our natures , the in- 
bred payfonous difpofition of our anhallowed hearts, which Spi- 
| dèr- likefuck venome out of thole {weet flowers, from whence the 
laborious Bee draweth wax and honey. | 
hree things to fay uate. fuch perfons, eo ia I heartily 
fh nd unto their humiliation and amendment. * 
f That this hainous abule of Gods bounties, is a fad fizu ofan 
untegencrate eftace: Let favour, be focwedt ta the wick: oy yet will 
he nor learn vighteon{ueffe, inthe land of uprightne fe will be dzal. 
unjuftly, Ma,26 10. Ihave heard the Hypocrite fomerimes com» 


preflions 


ae 


dren of Ifrael? Wherefore hick: ye at my ifea a. And . 
honoure/t thy fous above me ? We, who are the Minifters of the. 
Lord fhouldicok upon eur aberrations, as the more loathfome, 
I might much enlarge this meditation by: acquainting you, that. 


penting heart. +It was this that cut good David to the quicky; 


Butr muft leave this Ufe, becaute not {o fully futable unto da 


Pareditoa Topy: Y Which. goes no longer chen i icis lathed, > Theex-" 
, C 


R epre veafion 


“Tn hoi in handling this doctrine, can hold-his hand off: 
hem, who are: the leffe obedierit and the more diffolute in rhei 


l 
g 
‘ 
l 
Eo 


Jer. 269, 


ier. 5 73% 


10, 
Tye 
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preffions of the Pfalmift concerning fuch unfound hearts, are here 
notable, P/al.73.34. When he flew them,then they fought hin, 
and they returned, and they enquired early after God, &c. Ne- 
vertheleffe they did flatter him with their mouth, and they lied | 


_ untohim with their tongues, for their heart was not right with 


him, neither were they ftedfaft in his Covenant. 

2. That in this particular, idolaters expreffe more refpects f 
usto their vain, dumb, idleIdols, then thefe people do unto the J 
only, true, living, world-governing God, God blefled for ‘ever. 
For obferve how the Prophet Hofea, bringeth in the idolacrous, 
reafoning for their Idol-worthip,Hof2.5. Iwill go after my low: 
vers that give me my bread and my water, my wool, and my flax; 
mine oyl, andmy drink, In which refpect, we may take up a- 
gainft thefe malefactours, the patheticall complaintof the Lord, 
Jer.2.9. Iwillyet plead with you (faith the Lord.) For paffe 
over the Ifles of Chittim and fee, fend unto Kedar and confider | 
diligently, and fee if there be any fuch thing, Hath a Nation | 
changed their gods which are yet no gods? but my people hath} 
changed their glory for that which doth not profit. Be aftonifbed, 

ô ye heavens at this, and be horribly afraid, be ye very deflate, | 
faith the Lord &e. . 4 | : 

3. That this carriage is no better then brucifh, Fefuran (faith f 
Mofes ) waxed fatand kicked, thou art waxed fat, thon arty 
grown thick, thou artcovered with fatneffe. Then he forfook| 
God which nate him, and lightly esteemed the'rock of his falva- 
tion, Deut.32.15. The Metaphor is taken trom the feolifh Affe, | 
which being kept low, will come to the Mafters hand, but being}! 
putinto a full pafture, waxeth wanton, and either runs away}! 
from his feeder, or elfe turns heels, and ftrikeshim.’ ~ p 

And the zealous Prophet Peremiah doth with much fharpneffel' 
{peak in like manner unto thefe beaftly kinde of men, When I fed 
them to the full, then they committed adultery, and affemb "eefi! 
shemfelves by troops in the Harlots houfes. They were, as fed! 
horfes in the morning, every one neighing after his neighbour)! 
wif. Shall I not vifit for thefe things (faith the Lora} an: 
Jhall not my foul be avengedon [fuch a Nation, as ths? © ~= p 
The np the fleeping con{ciences of fuch, whom “al | 

quic! 
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quick reproof doth reach, that they may be the better for it 
through his rich grace in Jefas Chrift. 
The fecond fort tobe blamed I Mall touch witha more gen- UA 2, 
tlehand (viz. ) all chofe whofe ends and aims, in feeking, and Reproof, 
in beftowing favours, are dire@tly contrary unto the command i 
| and practice of ourblefled God. I here point at offenders, in the 
fame kinde, under a double head. 
1.Such who in the purfuit of outward advantages and accommo- 
dations for themfelves, do only intend the gratifying of the fleh, 
the fatisfying of their own hellifh lufts; The Apoftle ? ims 
)-checketh chete men, Jam.4.3. Ye askamiffe,that ye may confume 
upon your lefts. And there is afmarcrebuke of Baruch, wrapped 
up inthat Queftion, whichthe Prophet Jeremiah propoundeth 
| tohim, 7er.45.5. Seekest thou great things for thy felf ? Thole 
muft take this home cothemfelves, who minde nothing fo much, ~ 
as Porh, fenfuality, pride, luxury, revenge , and the like, in 
‘coveting and hunting after vaft eftaces, places of honour and com- 
mand in the world. i 
2. Thofe whoin conferiing places of profit, authority, im- 
| ployment and truft upon others, doe principally ( if not only ) 
aim at the making of a party, the ftrengthening of a faction, a- 
| gainft the governmencand waies of Jelus Chrift. I will make 
| no inftances, but leave it to your wifedom and confciences 
-to make application and improvement of this generall Irem. 
if chere be any, whofe purfes, power, votes, vigour , are to 
fill offices with men, whofe mindes, hearts, hands are againft - 
the power of godlineffe , the purity of Gofpel-ordinances, the 
progreffe of our Church-Reformation, I with they would confi- 
~der, that they are not herein acted by the Spiritof God. I will ' 
not make any application of Balicks promife to promote Bala- Numai 
| am, if he would endeavour to difcomtit I/rae?, lett I fhould feem ; 
| over-tarc. Neither would 1 b thus interpreted in that I have j 
| {poken, as though I purpofed to {trike fecretly, any who labour 
| in the fincérity and fimplicity of cheir fpirits, to make Jefus 
Chrift glorious in the world. Let my tongue rather cleave to the 
-rooffot my mouth for ever, then that I dare to utter one word 
| Wittingly and wilfully againft che honour of our Lord Chrifijefus. 
C2 Now 
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E acion unto a double duty, and Ee Seip is to be divided into twò 


Te BOA : 


obedience. 


“horde Joyed in. himfelt from eternity, he fhall pofleffe for f 


Thank sak fgiving PAA. 


Now J I come’ to to the Jatt ‘Ufe, which is to ‘plaids us m 


branches: . 

Firft, We are hence to -be moved to praife God for this hig 
indulging providence, in that he is pleafed by means of kindes 
neffes to teek the winning and working of our Bit unto his holy 


This. inference is madeto my hati ‘in the waist imme diately 
following the Text,” Praife'ye the Lord. ‘Now to quicken our 
hearts unto the admiration ‘sid adoration of God, in this ‘ree 
gard’, let thefe following fhort médications, be. feřióully- coni 
fidered: - 

UE That mans obëdčite makes no whit atall unto Gods ad | 
vantage, Caraman be profitable to God? Isit any gain to him, 
that rada makedst thy waies perfett ? Job 22. 2,3. If thon be 
righteous, what giveft thon him, or what receiveth be at thine 
band ? \ob 35.7. Thele interrogations carry along with themi 

vehement negations, That it is not poffible to profit God in the 
lea ft meafure, by our beft obedientiallendeavours. 

‘Men hire fervants, becaufe their work tends to enrich ne 
Butin references to the Almighty, Altuthicient God, all muft 
fay, When we have done all thofe things, that are commanded, 
we are unprofiablefervants, Luk.t7,.10. Ady well-dring (faith 
David, though aman according to Gods own heart) doth net 
extendunto ee’ Pfal 16.2. For unto that, which is infinite and 
perfect, no pofible addition canbe made. ` 

2 That mans difobedience dothnot in any degree TEE: 
Cod, Ifthew fanest,what dof thou againft him ? or if thy tranf~ 
greffions be multiplied, what dafi thou unto him ? Job 35.6. The 
Sun isnotobfcured'by mans refuting to behold i ir, orto commend. 
the light of ic. 

The felf-fame beauties , perfections , happineffe, which the 


ever, though no creature. fhould feivicesdly atcend upon. 
him > $ | 
Amongft men it is otherwife, fora ftock cannot be traded, af 
trafecannotbe managed, many neceflary werks would be un- 
donés, 

J 
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Hiig if we had nor'the affiftance of férvants. ` Fhe Crown 
| needs the Plow, the chiefeft could not fubfift, but by. the 

fupport of the meaneft. ` The feer uphold- the head » and the. 
whole body. 

~ 3. ThatGods rich, meer mercy did move him, to make ma- 

“nifel his minde unto mani; jthat man might underftand what 
carriage would content his bk flcd Majcitie, and in this re- 
gard (if God had not: added- any--furcher. motive to “obedi- 
ence) we are obliged to honour his highnefle;"He jhemeth his 
Word unto Jacob., his features and his judgements anto Ifra- 
el. He hathnot. dealt fo with any Nation, and as for his 
gjedgements they have nor pede postion Praife ye the oe. 
Pfal.147.19,20. TE O 

What ifthe Lord had left us alli in our cata al (its beits 
Heathens unacquainted with his Commandments, yet fhould we” 
not have had any occafion to except againit his Majeltie, 

But how great is our engagement to our God, .who having gi- 
ven fome light of knowledge, doth liberally. give in favours to: 
move. the obedientiall improvement thereof ? - 

4, Suppofe that the Lord {ulpending all waies. of love and lide 
rality towardsus, {hould-only by threats and blows, have endea- 
voured our obedience, yet in that refpect there would. have; been. 
caufé. of thankfulnefle, “for -izis much» better to be, béaten:to- 

Gods work, then to neglect it. David was of this minde, 
Pialm 11y. 67, 68. Before J was aflited p I wear affray, but ` + 6 
now have I kept thy Word. : Thou art good, axddoft good.» And. ! 
verf.71. It is good for me that I have: been pated, that Im ight 
learn thy flutates jı | y 

Theretore ehe waics, of Fieve fe atid fatherly. indulg gente, 
whereby God feeks to conform our hearts and divesunto hisCom-. ` 
‘mand:nents, fhouid endear him te our hearts; and draw Meech our 
fouls in thankígiving. 

5. Taeworke and worlhip of thë Almighty, wl we Ec 
in handjis alwaics more or lefle defiled ;Gods-excellencics are much. 
obieured,his name fandry ways difhonoured »by our imperfectiots_ 

which ev.r accend our beft performances. here ts iniquity in our 
holy offerings, Ad our e let ia: are like unfightly rags. Uactgse 
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2, Branch, 


Rom, I2, 


when good N ehemiah reviewed his famous ervices for God and 


` pence allour obedience, Jn keeping of his Commandments there 


«nefle, to compare his returns to God, with his receits from God, - 


his houfe, upon the difcovery of his finfulnefles,he enies out, Neh. 
113.22. Lord, pardon me according to thy great mercies, — 

Now all this God knows, yea he fore-knew all our future ab- 
etrations, when he fhowered down favours, to move pur obe- 
dience, Thoz haft fet our insquities before thee, our fecret fins 
in the light of thy countenance, Pfal. 90.8, And David ceftifi- 
eth, P/al.139.2. That God knows his thoughts afarre off. Is it 
not therefore to be very much admired, that the Lord fhould by 
renewed and multiplied favours labour to prevail with our hearts, 
To obferve his ftatutes, and to keep hus Liws ? 

6. Laftly, (as though all char I have {poken were too little ) 
the Lord hath herein further manifelted and magnified his un- 
fearchable grace, that he hath undertaken abundantly to recom- 


is great reward, Pfal.1g,11. yop 
Every felt-knowing Chriftian, who is wont with any feriouf- 


will freely acknowledge that he is alwaies infinitely behinde hand 
with his Majefty : therefore cenfidering his former favourable . 
providences, to perfwade obedience, together with future preci- 
ous promifes, to crown obedience, we haveall.reafon to call upon 
our telves, Pr atfe we the Lord:and to fay unto one another, Prasfe 
ye the Lord: . ae 

The fecond branchof my Exhortation follows, which I have 
had principally in my minde and aim, all chis while. 

To periwade your confcientious care to improve ali Gods fa- 
vourable providences unto the promoting and bettering of obedi-. 
ence, according to'his purpofeand appoinement, J befeech you 
therefore,bretbren bythe mercies of God, that you prefent your 
bodies a living facrifice,bcly, acceptable unto God, whichis your 
reafonable fervice. í FTT O | 

if my Exhortationupon this ground be not reafonable, lay it 
afide, I Speak as unto mife men, judge ye what fay. Beloved, 


< Lam very-ferious in thismy meflage, being not only featonable, | 
but of exceeding great cancernmen:z, and Ihallbe very uawilling 


to goe off with a deniall unto this my reafonable requeft, 
P 7 which, 


s 


ae ~~ 
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which I make in the Name of God for your good. r 
_. Manifold examples might be produced to preffe this Exhort- Motive 1, 
ation. That double, that treble refolution of J/rae/.,. raifed: 
ftom this confideration, is notable, God forbid, that we foould  Joth.24.14,16 
forfake the Lord, for the Lord our Godhe it is that bronght-us F verl? 
up, andonr Fathers out of Egypt, fromthe land of bondage, and *”* 
which did thofe great figns in our fight, &c. Therefore we will 
alfo ferve the Lord. 2 : 

-Andagain, when 7o/haa feemed by his words to fufpect their: 21, 
fincetity, The people faid nto fofoua. Nay, but we will ferve r 
the Lord, i An 

And yet once more, Jofbøza putting them. to it unto purpofe, 
The people faid unto Fofoua, The Lord our God will we ferve, z4, 
andhis voice will we obey. f T. 

But I will come lower, then //rael profefling dependance 
upon God. The very Heathens, wicked ones; moved oaly by 
morall principles, will requite kindenefles in refpect to the law - 
of retaliation, Zf you do goodto them, which do goodto you, what 
thank have ye? for finners alfodo the fame. And yer in refer- 
enceunto God, I now requeftne more. - Doe but Chriftianly en- 
deavotr to an{wer Gods kindenefles with an obedientiall carriage, 
and J call for no more. ps ] 
` Tremember, whencruell Sau, plotting and prattifing D a»: 
vids death, was yet by Davids forbearance to flay him ( having 
power and opportunity ) loovercome, that he brake forch into - 
thefe words, 4y fon David, [will no more do thee harm becanje. - 
my foul was precious in thineeyesthisday, 1 Sam.26.21. Gods 
long-{ufferanceand loving kindenefie tous-ward, doth wonder- 
| fully exceed all that David either did ot could expreffe towards 
| Sae/ + He hath not only with-drawnchis.own revenging, hand, . 
thongh we have infinite times provoked him tohhis face, but he 
hath alfo held the bloudy hands of crugll men, who have defired. 
our death: yea, we doe not only enjoy fafecy, but rich fupplies . 

ef comfortsfrom our God. How much rather therefore fhould 
_ werefolve no more to difhoneur God by our. difobedience, but 
| toobferve his flatutes, and tokeephislawse 2 | 4. , 
2, Thisgratetullobedience, the Lord will gracionfly accept, 
as. 


HERAN 


e 
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as a full contenting recompence for all his bounties. «When Mo- - 


“. fes had numbred up multitudes of blefings bekowed upon I/rae/, 


headds, Deut.10.12,13. e4nd now, 6 Ifrael, What, doth the 


"at Bòrd thy Godrequire of thee, but to.walk in all ‘his Waies, to 


keep-his Commandments? y Asithehad faid, this is all, he; will 


“- befatisfied with this, ‘he looks for no more. O beloved, how.” 
deeply are we indebted untothe moft high God, and yet fuch is. 


his indulgence, that upon fincere obfervation of hislaws (which, 


by verte. of our being reaforiable creasurés, we are bound co — 


yeeld ) he will caft a quiets eft, a full acquittance into. our: 
-bofomes. j ai > ne | 

i Burif this confideration cannot prevail’ with you, yet J-pray 
you confider onthe other hand, how unkindely the Lord taketh 
their difobedience, towards whom he abounds in benefits. How. 


. pacheticall is that complaint of God bimfelf againft yhis J/rae/, 


breathed forth by the Evangelicall Prophet, Heard beavens,and 
give car ô earth, for: the. Lord bath sfoken, I have nourifbed 
and brought up children, but they have.rebelled agaixft m*. The, 
Ox knows bis owner, andthe Affehs mafters ertb, but, Ifrael 
doth not know; my people doth net confider..eAb finfill Nati, 


Imreference unto this lamentation, whichthe Lord maketh over. |, 
{tubborn, unthankfull ones, I will only fay thusmuch; Have you -| 


not yet offended your God enough, but will you proceed to gticye 
him ftill. ye were AS on. ii 

3. This prattifing of Gods praifes will be many, waies Leaéficiall 
-to our felves. — i i 


v a. Ie will render us wife, in the account of ailfuch, whe with | 
any feriou{neffe confider-our great obligations anto God. Keep: f 
therefore and dothem, fir this isyour vifdome and uxderftand~ |, 


ång, inthe fight of the Natirs which foall hear of. chefe fratitesy, 


and fiy, Surely this great Nation isa Wife and nnderftanding. j 


people. For what Nation us fi great, who hath Godfo nigh, unto, 
them, a the Lord our God ss in all things, thatWwe call apon him, 
for? Dèut.4.6,7. Is itnor wifdome to oblerve himp who fecures 


our perfonsand comforts, whofe ever-waking and.all working | 


providence is tor our good in-every Kinde ? Aad how can man 
more maniteft his wifdome,cthen by making Godsveads, his ayse 


= te 


1 


in | 
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in every thing? -Now Gods end in the adminiftrations. of 
his love is a That We may obferve his flatutes, and keep bis 


vidence the uprightnefie of our hearts.. Mark Davids argument 
which he pleads before the all-knowing God , Plal.26. O Lord, 
Ihave walked in mine integrity, ver.1. For thy loving kindce 


God. 
AdE pect the multiplication of future mercies. . Mofes 
having, Deut. 29. {pecified fome of L/rae/s rich receits from 
Gods good hand, from verf. 2. to, the 9th, he chns - concludes, 
Keeptherefirethe Words of this Commandment, and doe them, 
that ye may prosper ip alltharye doz. The. felf-feexing husband- 
man will caft precious feed with; a liberall hand into a fruicfull 
(oyl, which is wont to return an an{werable crop.: God hath the 
end of his bounties, in our obedience. And his promifes to follow 
and to fill chem who are obedient, wich bleflings of all forts, are 
manifold in the holy Scriptures: i» _;, .. | 


| 4./Many and heavy are the judgements threathed againft them 


ufaults made upon them ,, by, Gods gracious adminiftratious. 
Phatcomminationin Dest. 28.47, 48. hath often affected and 
iffrighted my heart, in reference to this trembling Kingdome, 
Becaufe thou fervedft not the Lord thy God With joyfulneffe, and 
with gladnelfeof beart, fir the abundance ef all things: ( mark 
shat, .fonthe,abundance of all things’) therefre hale than ferve 
rine entnsies, whicb the Lord foall fend upon: thee, in bunger 
snd in thirft,andinanakednef[e, and in the Want of all things, 


i wader hand) hetersiton by the felf-fame 
Argument, -%)Sam.3 2424525», Fearthe Lord, andferye him in 
memo ™ D trath, 


> 


LAWS. = Fiad BE d j : 7) 
2.. This obedientialli mprovement of Gods goodnefie, will e- ` 


T 


17 


nefe is befare mine eyes, and I have Walked in thy truth, 
verf.3. Threats and blows drive hypocrites to duty, but cords, — 
of love draw the gracious heart unto exact walking with his’ 


When former favours produce better obedience, then may ~ 


Deut.s8. t--r¢ 
Ley 2G elaw E2 


who continue ftubbornly difobedient, notwithftanding the fweet 
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srsith, with all your heart ; for confider bow great things he 
‘hath done for you. But if ye foal fill doe witkedly, ye forall be 
confumed,both ye and your King. Beloved, we know to our for- 
row, that both eur King and his Kingdoms aréin'a wafting con- 
‘dition. God forbid, O God forbid , that our continned-dido- 
bedience fhould work our utter confumption and defolation. 
This which Fhave faid i$ fad, and I have made mine own heatt 
fay by faying it; yet that is much there lamentable, which the A- 
‘poltle Pant reports concerning Gods judgement upon poor, purs 
blinde Heathens, for their ingratitude, in not living up to thei 
light, to their receits, Rom.1.21. Becaufe when they ngr Gea 
(it ismeant of knowledge attained by Gods works ) they glori- 
fied him not as God, neither were thankful, &c. Whertfor: 
God gave them up unto uncleanneffe, through the lusts af thei 
own hearts, to difhononr their own bodies between them/elves} 
ver{.24. Thepenalty inflited upon the immortall foul is the 
mote heavy, becaufe of the fouls extellency. And meertormen! 
upon the welleawakened foul is nor comparably fo grievous} 
asié’s fervitude tò finfall luts. Now this, this judgement o 
judgements is incurred, by not anfwering obtdientially our receit 
from’God. Andlet none thinke co put this off, ‘by faying, Thi: 
concerned Heathens, but we are Chriftians s for confider, 1 be 
fedh you, whether the dangérbe not hereby increafed ? Isou 
ight crea cer? Fave Gods works amoneft us héld forth more grac 
aA glory ? ‘Then qttchtionletle our ditobeditnce will expofe ws -t 
us Sreatyor greater jhdgemehts <2 9 8 8 Me 
I have done with the Arguments prepared to enforce my Ex] 
horeation-: and T hope they have fo tatte prevailed wich you, (a 
keint ‘with fome of you) asto move refolucions, "to make an obe 
dientiall i ptovemerit of ‘your experiences. Itiow procced t 
acquaint you withfome few rules'to'ditect thisyyour obedience 
your reall thankfalneffe unto’ God, ‘with which’ thall conclude 
And for brevity fake, T will only intention fitch, as iflue naturall 
and necéflarily from my Text and Dorine: © 


. Poe ees). 
- 3. Therefor’ God theuld rather be obeyed) then any man what 
foever. I: ain fatre from diffwading -duritall obfervance! unit} 
awhi Saperiouts oftany quality ordegtée: Ot T propound th}, 

a Queftio:§ 
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Qneftion of the Apoftles, Whether it be better to obey Ged or 
i men, judge ye, AR 4.19. & 5.29. : 


Je 
} 


Jargeft and frequentelt re{pects fromus. Give tbechiefeft attend- 
(hall dareto tandin competition:with God è} No doubt bur 7a- 


"| nnto their Supericurs, yet being ‘acted by their ftronger, higher 
engagements unto God, they refufed co gratifie chem in.things 
# difpleafing unto his Majcfty. And I (hall noct need to tell you how 
farre thebeftowings of God in quantity, quality and variety, doe 
cranfcend all chat kindenefle, which either hath been received, or 
‘canbeexpected from any humane hand. . . ai > 
2. Wherefore we fhould obey God with opr All. Both rickes 
and hoxourscome of thee, and in thine hand it is to make great, 
androgive firength waco all. All things come of thee, 1 (hro. 
j 29.13,14. Isitnot reafonable thar all which is received from. 
the Lord, fhould beimployed forthe Lord? You Merchants. ex- 
e@ chus much in jultice and equity from your factours beyond 
I eetichiac whatfoever commodities you convey unto them,fhould 
| be difpofed of to your advantage. Now I pray you turn the 
Tables, and deal you with God, as you require men fhould deal. 
“Withyou. Whodorh nor acknowledge ftrengthin the Apoftles: 
argument? 1,Cor.6.20. Glorifie Godbeth in your body and in. 
your Spirit which are Gods, Therclore ifiwe grant the premiffes, 
ic will be our weaknes to deny the Conclufion. 

Confider whatd fay. If any of you enjoy any wifdom,ftrength, 
authority, eftates, parts, intereits, opportunities, which you 
received nottrom the Lord, themiretule to lay chem forth for che 

Lordy Buc lecme appeal uato every individual foul here prefent, 
inthe Apoftles words, what haft thou which thou didi not ye- 
ceive? \Cor.4.7. Therinference therefore. comes with force 
aponyou, Thon fhaleYoue (and contequently theu shalt. obey) 
the Lord thy. Ged withal thy foul, witha thy thought, with af 

 thypmight, Cumenni valde tea: O itisan unequall and untea-. 

» fonable thing, to make any deeds of nolenganion in ont dealings. 


2 with 


» kal 


{ 
H Lethim,whodoth moft and greateft favours for us, receivethe - 
ance unto the belt benefactour. Now-who, or what is he, that 


fep¥, Daniel, Shadrach, Mefhach,and edbednego, hadfomuch _ 
‘ingenuity, as to acknowledge with gratitude their obligations ` 


a 
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‘with our God, the God of all. grace and of all confolations What«} 


foever. QI 4 eee . 
‘ .3. Therefore our obedience unto God, Mould be tendered | 


fpeedily. For isnot the Lord fo'tarre beforehand’ with us in his 


favours, that2y 74) vev, ac this very inftant, weare engaged obfe- 
quionfly to fubmit unto his government? 7a/bxa having particu- 


Aarvzed-to Z/rael ancient providences, whereby God had ‘expref- 


fed his care and kindeneffe cowardsthem and their fore-fathers,he 
calls for fervice without delay, Joth.24.14. Now therefore fear 
he Lerd,and ferve him, Doe not any of you dare to put off God 
one day longer with procraftinations. A father faid, that cras, 
cras, Was corvina vox. Delaies will breed guilt, and bring dan- 
ger. Letus call co minde how much we were in Godsdebr,how - 
farre in arrears, before we began to pay one peny (asit»were } 
in any humble, holy, hearty performance. Therefore lerus now, 
now obedientially remember our Creatour, our Protectour, our 


Benefactour, our God bleffed for ever, To day while it is called.to 


day, do not harden your hearts.. ares 
- 4, Therefore inall waies of holy obedience, we fhould walk: 
humbly with cur God. Well may this alone abafe our hearts,that 
the excellencies of the Lord, and che worthof his fervice, fhould 


dition of frefh favours from his Majefty. Buc when we compare 


not be fufficient to work us unto dutifulneffe, without a daily ad-_ 


our unanfwerableneffe to Gods purpofes, expe Iations, defervings, — 


it is ftrange that there fhould be che leat conceéitedneffe: in us, in 
regard of any.wotk arany time difcharged. Ifever man had oc- 
cafion to glory in his labours, and adventures for Chrift, the A- 
poftle Pau? (thinke ) mightbethe man. Buc he*profeffeth, 


A&.29,19; That haferved the Lord in al bumility of mindes — 


Now it is moft apparent, that befides other means whereby'he at- 
tained and maintained. this {weer, humble frame of {pirtt,»this 
was one, viz. That he had muchin hiseye, his rich receits trom: 
Chrift, which he wasno way ableto requite. And I am confi- 


- dent, that by a ferions; wife paralleling thar which God. doth 
for us, with that which we doefor him; insregard of quantity, — 


quality, variety andconftancy, the {welling of our hearts willbe 
muichabated. | De es 


| 5» Theres — 


| 
i 


i 
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. - §. Therefore all our fervices for God fhould be the warm 

| breachingsof flaming love. All the undertakings of St Paw for 
Chrift, feemed tobe {parks arifing out of this fire. He {peaking 

- of labours, loffes hazards, gives inthisas the reafon of all, 2Cor. — 
5.14 For the love of Chrif conftraineth. And when David 

| had endeared his God to bis heart, by meditating upon his mer- 
cies, Plal.116.1. [love the Lord, becaufe he hath heard my fup- 

| plieation,8cc. From thence did iffiie obedientiall refolutions, Z 

| Willcall upon the Lord. Lwill walkbefore the Lord in the land 

| of the living. Although God alloweth the ufe of other arguments. 

| to quicken obedience, yet this of love fhould have tae pree- 

_ Minence. | 7 

| . 6. Therefore we foould ferve the Lordin trath,becaule he hath. 
done great things for ws,1Sa.13.24, This truth is eppofed tofeem- 

_ ingnes and falfhood.God ‘doth not feed us with fair words. We do. 
noconly hear of his bounties,but we fee,touch,tafte,enjoy the com- 
forts of his good providences. Let us anfwer our God with reali- 

| ties, If any man only [eem to be religious his religion ws vain, jam. 

_ 3. As for thofe who content themfelves with fhews of godlines,de- 
nying the power thereof, they are abhorred by the Lord. Be not. de- 
ceived, fir God will net be mocked, According as every man (owes, 

| fo hall he reap. If you fowe the winde,you foall reap the eaft-winde. ` 

_ Beyou well affured that Court complements,frothy flatceriesyem-  - 
| pty thews will not take with God. Thofewhopay.in good coyn, 

< will notbe repaied with that which is counterfeit.Let us noc ther- 

| fore dream of requiting Gods reall favours With meer formalities, 
Let us not only love in Word and tongue bat in deed andin truth, 1 Joh.3.18 
i 9. Therefore fear the Lord and ferve him in fincerity. This fin. 7 P 
eerity is oppofed unto felfifhneffe. Whereas the hypocritecenters. 193814 
proudly inhimfelf, makes himfelfhislaft end, his God. Did ye. 
notent for your felves? Did ye not drink for your felves ? Did ye Zech. 7.5 ba. 

| at-all fast unto me, even unto me ? faith the Lord. | he practice of E 

God, intending and effe&ting our good, as truly, as his.own glory, 

fay well prevail with us,to minde his praife in that- which we une 

dertake. His gracious f-rovidences are tor our comfort , his holy. 

Cemmandments are for our good, therefore let not us {ft’down fax 

tishied in fer ving our own uxa by our fervices,but let us move for- 

bre. D3 warda f 


i 
t 
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ward,not refting till we come to this center, Gods honour, W hat- 
foever we doe, whether in our generall or particular callings, in 
commanding, obeying, in private or publike, Lee all be done unto 
the glory of God, 1 Cor.10. 31... art “eee © 
x 8. Therefore we fhould obferve Gods Statutes, and keep bs 
lawscoxtingally. This the Lord defires, Deut.5.29.O0-that there 
were [uch an heart in them, that they would keep my. Command- 
ments alwaies. And this his Majefty well deferves, For he daily 
loadeth us with his benefits, Pfal.6$.19. His unweariedneffe in 
following us with favours, fhould move us to follow him un- 
weariedly in the waies of welldoing. If inthe whole courfe of: ° 
your lives, you can finde one day, orone hour, wherein God doth — 
not, in one kinde orother, doe you good, then on that day,in that 
hour fufpend the ferving of his higtinefle.. We ( fuchis the fin- 
fulnetle of our finning hearts ) doe every moment of ont lives, 
give the moft high God moft jut occafion. to refolve to favour 
us no more : bucthe Lord. (fo admirable is his goodneffe) doth 
every minute of time, afrefh engage.us unto his obedience: 
Therefore be not weary of well-doing , but rather, be alwaies 
abounding inthe work of the Lord. God forbid, that it fhould 
be truly faid of any of us, That we began in the Spirit, and did 
endin the flej. re 
~ Allthefeeight rules, neceffary truths, and naturally deduced | 
frominy doctrine; do concern every onein thisgreat Congregas ~ 
tion withoutany exception. I cannot imagine, trom what feem- 
ing pretenceany fhould dare to plead exemption from thefe dire. 
a tions ; and J pray God, chat no one of you may depart this Af. 
fembly , without fome obedienciall bents and refolutions upon 
your {pirits. But all my Sermon, all my counfell doth moft con- 
cernthem, for whom the Lord hachdone moft, in waies moftre- 
markable and glorious. No City inthe world hath been more 
magnified by divine providences, chen this wherein we are. No 
people on earch hath been more enriched with temporall and ipi- - 
rituali provifions together, then our felves. Our God grant that’ 
our improvements obedientiall, may prove in fome geod meafure 
anfwerable.. D we! 
Norwithftanding,by vertue of the equity of my deétrine, Tie i 


& 
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_ Lord expetteth to be beft ferved, tobe moft advanced, by them 
whom he hath moft enriched, whom he hath moft advanced. and 
therefore give me leave to tell you, Right Honeurable, the Lora 
EMajor, and Right wor fhipfull,the Aldermen of this famou'Ci- 
ty, that God deferveth and expetterh more frons yos, then from 
our brethren.. For unto whomisever much is given, of bins 
‘foall be much required, and to whom men have committed mach, 
af him they will ask the more, Luk.12.48, As you are bound. to 
be exemplary in exa@ endeavours, To obferve Gods flatutes, and 
tokeep his laws : So is it your duty (in a fpeciall manner ) 
to take care thar all others under your command be conformed to- 
the Commandments of your God, Magiftratus eft custos titri- 
ufq, tabata. ; 

Right Honourable, yout Lordthip hath for divers years been. 
acquainted with my plain Miniftery, and I cannot fay that T have: 
loft any place in your affections by my plainneffe, therefore 1 will 
take the boldnefle to direct my felf in faithfulneffe unto you. 

l- 1. Do not you dare through indulgence tofpare the punifhing, 
of thee. who doe dareto cat Gods Commandments behinde 
their backs. Could youhold your hands, and connive at {uchs. 
who fhould go about to fleight the works, which are raifed and 
maintained for the (afecy of this City? Youheard in the opening” 
of my Text, That God would bave his laws preferved from vio- 
Jence, asthe means of our prefervation. 1 once heard a-plain. 
‘dealmg Preacher, compare a remiffe Magiftrate unco the fige 
George on Horfe-back, who ftandeth all che year with: his hand. 
onthe Sword, butnever ftrikes. My Lord, You have not recei- 
wed the Sword in vain, Rom. 13.4, Although 1 would noe. 
fharpen the edge of authority uito undue feverity, ; yet would I 
avhet mine own knife to launceand let out the impoftumated mat- 
ter in my friends fleth. Lgrantyour Lord{hip muft ‘be cautious,. 
~ ‘as couragious, and therefore you have good reafon. to make So- 
fomans prayer, 1 King.3.9. Give thy fervant an under Standing 
Heart, tojndgerhy people, that Imay diftern between good and. 
bud, Burl befecch you remember withall, That foolifh: pity 
“Spoils the City. Letnot comton drunkards, profane cur fers and: 
Ayeavers, beacith-wantons,, and fuch like’wicked ones,e{cape chat: 
ue _ penaltys. 
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penalty, which the Law hath appointed for them.: Phineas exea 
cuted judgament, and it was counted unto him for rigbteoufneffey 
Pfal.106.30,31. 0. a 

. 2, Leall for your zeal againit Popery,that abomination, whick 
brings defolation. Let your zeal move often inquifitions, whether 


in fome corners of this City, there be not Idolatry ia thenfeofthe — 
 Mafle, left through neglect of fearch, that abomination be fuffer- 


ed. But I move that ina fpeciall manner, fearch may be made 
after Jefuites, chofeunfufferable incendiaries, who blow the ceal 
of contention amongft brethren, who have canfed, and doe con- 
tinue the unhappy breach betwixcour King and Parliament, our 
Soveraign and his Subjects. Ihave heard a Story ofa man, who 
pafling by a tree, Which Nature was cleaving, did thruft in his 
hand toincreafe the breach ; whereupon providence fuddenly 
clofing the breach, did there hold the man by the hand, as an act 
of revenge. Though I dare not affert the truth of chis Story, yet 
I make this morall. Doubrlefic there are Jefuiticall {pirics, who 
haunt thefe coafts, who walk in this City, andit is fulpected by 
many, that they have a {peciall hand in tome of the pamphlets 
publifhed , to increafe the flames ef unbrotherly divifions : I 
heartily with thar they might be apprehended by fome good 
hand tobe made exemplary.. Irs reported chat the Pyshagore- 
ans did fet a note of infamy upon the number of two, becaufe it 
was the firft, which dared to depart from Unity. Solomon faith, 
He that foweth difcord among brethren, is an abominationgo the 
Lord, Prov.6.16.19. And thisreacheth more chen Jefaites in 
this Kingdome, yea in this City: For how many make it their 
bufineffe to make breaches, not only among private brethren, but 
alfo between the two Kingdoms of England and. Scotland, not- 
withftanding the folemn brotherly Covenant. Now I befeech you, 
brethren, mark them which caufe divifions and offences, contrae 
ry to the doctrine which you have learned, and avoid them, For 
they that are fuch, ferve not onr Lord fefus Chrift,Ro.16.17,18, 
JI humbly moye caucioufncfle in regard of Malignanrs, that thofe 
anifchief- workers, who now (as report {peaks) are moving home- 
‘ward, may not inconfiderately, upon too eafig: tearms .be Enter- 
~tainedand trafted. [tis my dady prayer, thas.God would convere 
i f diii = 
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, and pardon thofe who exprefle the moft malignity againft the 
' work of Reformation fọ happily begun amongft us: and'my foul 
faith, God forbid, that any. who are fincerely, changed, thould 
by our fourneffe, -befent back again ino our enemies, quarters. 
Notwithftanding I muft tell you, sAdbundans cantelanon aocet. 
When Saul was come to ferufalem,he affayed to joyn himfelf to 
the Difeiples, but they were all afraid of him, AX. 9.26. Fall. 
hearted ones among(t-our felves, may doe us much more wrong, 
then known adverfaries ata diftances: And is it nota juft-ground 
of complaintmade by our friends,” when foes who have forfaken 
City and Parliament, fhallmake their peace at. fuch eafie rates, 
that they fuffer lefle in their outward cftates upon their return, 
then approved friends have done, if their Affeflements and volun- 
tary contributions be confidered 2-1 undertake nor to direct inthis. 
cafe, but-I intreat God,co make the Parliament and City wife and. 
circumfpect in this particular, - À 
4 Imoft earneftly importune your care, for the better and ftri» 
cter obfervation of the Sabbath, and I heartily commend werthy 
Nehemiah, asyour patern, of imitation in, this .practice... The 
- waies and courfes-whereby he witnefled his holy.zeal in this Kinde, 
lie open in che Hiftory, 1 fhall not need to fpecifie them. I be- 
feech your Lordfhip to fee to the fuppreffion, of buying, felling 
and {porting upon the Lords day. 1 have often thought upon 
a fpeechvof chat famous fervant of Chrift, and Minifter1n this Ci, 
ty, learned, humble, holy, publike hearted D4-Staughton,, 
which Lhad from him in privare conference in thofe times, when 
the Sabbath, andthe obfervation thereof, was decried by the 
Prelates and profanefort of men. His fpeech was this, Should 
any man give upa Caftle of fach concernmer: to this Kingdome, 
asthe fourth Commandment ts to the fafery of Chriftiam: Religt- 
on, he wonlddeferve te die many deaths. As youlove the Lord, 
and the life of Religion, regard the Sabbath, and let your heart and. 
hand be againft thole doctrines and practices, which tend to the 
protanation of it.. i PAE MAd pa 
» $» Lentirely. Petition your utmoft.towards the compounding 
of ounmiíerable divifions about Church affairs. ; «There are not ore 
ly. Congregations of one peA Amiens and Brown- 
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“$fts inthis City connived at ; but (as itis commonly “and credi- 
‘bly reported’) alfocompafiies of. men, who dény the Deity of 
-Chrift, ‘and divine authority of the Scriptures. I remember that 
whenGaliocwas Deputy of Achaia; there was infurrection 
made in Corinth againft Pan/, and there’ were wofull confufions 
dathe City, but itis added? At.18.17. And Galliocared for 
-none of thofe things. God forbid; that either your Lordthip, or _ 
any other Magiftrate in-this City thould be thus regardleffeof our 
prefent diftra@tions, © When there was’a great breach madein the 
ground by an earth-quakeat “Rome, and notice “was given, that 
‘the gods would not be pacified, except fomething of fpeciall 

worth was caft into the breach, Marcus Curtiss did'caft himfelf 
int, in love to his Gontntrey. And I believe that: there are very 
many amongft our felves in this City, both Minifters and ethers, 
swhocould be contént to facrifice their lives inchis ferviceto re- 
concile diffenting brethren. For alas, alas, Doe not’ divifions 
threaten diffolution? 4 Kingdom divided cannot ftand. “My foul 
defires' that London may,in waies of truth and holineffe,be like Fe- 
rnfalem, A City tompatt together ï ‘or ( as others render the 
~ phraley: A City thar is joyned'totr felfregertersPlal.1 22.3, 
~ For the effeéting whereof, I-make it my taft requeft, that with 

all your tight (as God may bepleafed to givé opportunity) you 
wotild promote the fpeedy ferling and exercife of Church-govern- 
ment. : Weré the Church bleffed with the ufe of that: Difcipline, 
which is according to the minde of Chrift,in this pofture,it would 

be terrible as an Army with banners, Cant.6.10. ` By this means 
profanenefle would be‘cruflied, {uperftition {uppreffed, errouts 
checked, Malignancy difcountenanced, the Sabbath better obter- 
ved, holy Ordinariccs more purely adminiftred, andour breaches 
well healed. Here are’motives enough to move every right bred 

fon of Sion,’ to-fet head, heart and hand unto this work. Con- 

. fcientious, zealous care in this kinde, will contribute very much 

to your honour here, and your comfort hereafter. Good Nehe- 

_ miah thus pleads for himfelf before the Lord, having been indu- 

- ftrious in this fervice, Remember mej my God, concerning this, 
and wipé no? ont my good deeds (my 'kindenelles) thae-I have done’ 
for the houfe of my God, and for the offices thereof,Nehem.13.14. 

ca k Now | 
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Now in this cafe, the counfell of Gods faithfull Minifters, is to be 
 confidered, The words of e4rtxerxes arenotable, Ezr., 7, 21. 
Whatfoever Ezrathe Priest, the Scribe of the Law of the God 
of heaven foall require of yor, let it be done speedily, Some (it 
may be) will catchat this fentence, and fay » This difcovers the 
drift of Presbyterian {pirits ; you defire to exercife dominion over 
your brethrens con{ciences, and thercfore would have all things 
managed according to your minde? But I muft cake the boldm: fle 
toantwer, Thatthis is a notorious flander. For we petition no- 
thing, but that which in our conictences is according to che micde 
of Jefus Chrift,and profeffe our felves willing with the leaft and 
lowek of Saints, to {ubmit unto the Scepter of cur Lord and Savi- 
our, not requefting favour in any thing, repugnant unto the holy 
Ser pture. "F 
This is chat advice, which in faithfulnefle, and with humility I 
prefent unto your Lordthips confideration ; and I doe it with che 
more confidence, becaufe in all particulars it {peaks the lan, uage 
of our folemn Nationall League and Covenant, which honid ne- 
ver be forgotten. Andnow to conclude all. I befeech you all 
(both right Worfbipfull Aldermen , andright worthy Citizens ) 
to confider ferionfly how far my counfell directed to the Lord | 
Major concerneth you every one, Othat God would give you 
all with one heart to fay unto his Lord®ip ( as it was once fpoken 
to Ezra, to quicken a work of Reformation) Arife for this mat- 
ter belongeth unto thee, we alfo will be with thee. Be of good 
courage,anddoe st, Ezr.t0.4 For my part, I thall ufe no more 
words, but thofé of David to Solomon (relating to Temple- 
work ) 1 Chron.22.16, Arife therefore and be doing, and the 
Lord.be wsth thee. 
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Deut.32.36. For the Lord [hail judge bis people, and repent bim/elfe for bh fer. 
vants when be fèeth tbat their power is gone; and there is none {but up, or left. 
Deut.z 3.20. Happy art thou, Zfrael: who i like unto tbee, O people ! faved by 
the Lord the fhizid of thy belp,and who ŭ the {word of thy excellencie:and thine 
” oma Jhal be found tyars unto thee, and shou fhalt tread upon their high 
places. i Eas 
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G is this day ordered-by. the-L ords < 
Lin Parliament affembled , That. this . 
- Houfe doth give thankes to'M' eA h~ 
for his great pains taken inthe Sermon 
he. preached yefterday in the Abby 
Church Weftminster before the Peeres . 
„ofthis Realme, it.being the day ofthe -~ 
publike Faft- And-chat he is hereby . 
defired to print and publith the fame; 
which fhall not be printed or reprin- 
ted by-any, but fuch as fhall be autho-. 


rized thereunto under his hand., 


Jo.Brown g, Cler. Parliament, . 
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_ -¥-doe appoint. Edward Brewster. to print this~ 
"Sermon, and no man elfe, 
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| ‘Ter Honourable, . 


S (ah 3 dery] hum peda unto A + 

ALZI Ser vicesmy Sermon, which attended - 

DP your commands the lat publike. 

P Ca Faf. Herein your: Lordjbips have - 
9 aN CH Iefivs Christ propounded, as aper- 

Felt ba crac to: perfwade, incourage and direct your - 

continued endeayours to Jaye anduphold bis oppreffed = 


= Church. This work. is not too low for thofe who are 


moft High amongst. men, Seeing our Lord, who is the <- 
choicelt of ten  thoufands, -the only. Potentate;. 
Godbleff.d forever bath undertaken it. The-fad-die- 

vifions and diStrattions of three Kingdomes doe- daily, . 


- hourely, petition your Lorafbips for belp and bealing : 


Your Honours are firongiy ohio by Gods ¢ ommands“ | 
Ad. AUB 


The Epiftle Dedicatory, 


and Provyidences, by your owne folemne Covenants and 
interefts, to lay forth your felves faithfully and unweg- 
riedly, for the bonour.of Chrift ; and the good of bis 
Church. Inehis Servise (moft Noble Senatours) you 
bave the hearts and prayers of Heavens Favourites 
for your comfort, andthe attendance of the holy Angels 
for your defence, ` And in the fincere profecution of 
this deligne,God,the Father; the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoft, are engaged for your aRiflance and good fuc- 
ceffe, Therefore, 1 know nothing that (bould (may ) 
that can difbearten them in this glorious* attheiye- 
ment , who keepe their mindes and hearts upon the 
Almighty, and the obl gations of bis rich grace, 
through. lefus Christ, which that-your Lord/bips may 
doe, and in [o doing, proceed and profper, (ball be the 
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‘Your Honours: humble, 
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SERMON PREACHED 
to the Lords at their Monethly 
Faft, Febr.27. 1644, 


Isat. 63. 5. 
Therefore mine owne arme brought Salvation unto 
me, and my fury it upheld mes- | 


mn Pg wom Eus Christs tcare of his negleAed, diflreffed 
Pe) FAO". Church, is the fubje& matter of this Text, 
UB AES L84 wherein thefe two particulars are confiderable. 
IQ Firlt,the reafons wherefore he engageth himfelf 
ALND” to fave Sion. Secondly, the meanes, whereby he 
$ LGA worketh her fafety. 

Fit, fhe caufes of thisundertaking, fuggefted in thefe words, 
aretwo: 

1. Becaufe ais are careleffe of the Church in danger, there- 
fore the Lord Jefus will appeare her Saviour. The firt word in 
my Text (Therefore) cals us backe unto the former part of the 
verfe, from whence this argument is open and apparent. J looked 
and there Was none to kelp, therefore mine owne arme brought Salva- 
tion. Among{t men, company doth encourage difficult under- 
takings. But with God, it’s otherwife; His Majeftic had rather 
act alone,that no creature might fhare with him in glory. 

2. Becaufe Jefus Chrift in ea of his fellowfhip with his 

Church, 


a A Sermontothe right honorable Houfe of Lords 
` Church, doth account himfelfe a fufferer in her {ufferings, This 
is twice expreffed in the wotd (Me,mc) This is the language of. 
our Lord, Sions deliverance is /a/vation to me, The fupport of a 
finking Church, is the apholding of me, Should the Church futer ` 
fhipwrack in the ftormie Seas of this troublefome world, Iefus 
Chrift, the owner, the Mafter thereof, would judge himfelfe a 
econ therefore for hisown fake, he will fecure and fave 
ner, All the defignes of God arife from himfelf, and they arere- 
ferred to himfelf: He tranfaGs.all with himfelfe and for himfelf: 
- Asheisthe firft efficient; {o is he alfo the laft end of all his ad= _ 
minifrations, OF rv l 
Secondly,the meanes, by which Chrift doth accomplifh his __ 
Churches prefervation are double, as my Text doth difcover. ™ 
1, Mine own arme, Mans Armeis that part of his body, where- 
by (in warlike atchievements, as. other-wayes )} his ftrength is 
exercifed. And here it is metaphorically afcribed to Chrift as 
Géd, to fignifie that ftrength and abilitie, by which he. effateth 
Buke 1.31,  thedeliverance of his endangered people. He hath Pewed flvengrh 
"With bis Arme faith the blefled Virgin, he hath fcattered the prova. 
And when God manifefts his omnipotencie in the refeuing of 
his oppreffed anes, its thus exprefled. The Lord hath made bare his 
holy arme in the eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth foalk. 
fee the falvation of our God, ~ s 
`. The mighty power of Chrift procures the prefervation of his © 


3 ‘ Chutchandpeople. Has right hand and his holy ‘Arme hath gotten 
3 Pii him the vittory..Neither did their own arme fave them, but thy righe- 
pe band, and thine drme, `> a _ 
2. My fary, it upheld me, - 
efi men, Some tranflate it, My:keat,and they interpret it concerning ~ 
IAN the.fireof-love which burnes in the bofame of Chrift towards. 
“Ss Hie arderet Spon]. | en a ‘+ eee a 
Jer.3 1620, I finde the originall word rendred ( Bowels) Thus the Lord 
and4.tg.  {péaketh with his favourable references, towards his repenting ' 


Indignatio Ephraim, My powels are troubled for bim, I Will farely have mercy: | 
ied. Corn, d npon bin, faith the Lordi”. te eee tee che k , l r i i 
Pra. Calu. . Others render the word, indignation,anger,or fùry (as wefind. l 
Secandecen- it bere inour tranflation}underftanding it ofthe Saming difplea-. | 
dadus ‘ateofChrift, againft the adverfaries of his Church. And this ~ 
> he “ ` fenie. i 

A 


a 


at the monethly Faft,Pebr.26. 1644.. 3 


fenfethewotds following (which feeme ¢xegeticall hold forth, 
I will read down the people in mine-anger, and make them dranke in 
` my fury. Solemn makes ufe of the fame word, to expreflethe 
fabe of the drunkard. Strong drinke wraging, The Lord repaireth Prov.ze1. 
-Sidn$ rüines, by ruinating her enemies in his wrath and fury. 
| And we may wartrantably (with fome others) take in both, the -iy meu 
heat of love,and the heat ef anger, whieh make up the flame of cuers eo ffi- 
zéale. For in the deliverance of his Church, Chrif- puts on xeale mulans paten» 
as acloake, Iais 9.17. As the flame which was kindled in the - tiem 
breat of King Aha/uerus; caufed him to command the Queenes _ 
refcuc, from that violence and wrong, which he apprehended, 
wWasby wicked Hamasa intended againft her. Such a. deliverance 
“from tyrants and oppreffours whether unchriftian,or Antichrifti- 
4p, isundertaken inthis Chapter. For by Edom (mentioned in 
. the fic verfe) we muft underftand (by'aMetonimy) theIdume- 
ans, and by the Idumeans ( Synecdochically)-are meant all the 
adverfaries of the Church. 
` It upheld me, The originall word, according to its various — 
afe in holy Scripture, is very confiderable, and vfefull 1n its Ap- F ee 
plication to our prefent purpole, It fignifies,*1. To uphold,as an ae 
infirins aged man is ftayed, by leaning upon his fteffe, 7/4i. 36.6: 
2. To fupport,as a great, weighty building is upheld by pillars, 
fuag.16.29, 3. To fultaine, as mans ftrength, and life are X 
maintained by provifions, Gez.27.37. Pfal.71.6- 4. To ftay 293 
up, from fainting; by adminiftring cordials, Cant.2,g. => 0O 
_ Now, here I may not take occafion, to enlarge my felf accor- 
ding unto thefe things, which I only hint, in the expofition of 
my Text. Though hence it is notable, That /ufficienctes for Sions 
fupport are in Jefus Christ, according to her various neceffities, 
- Thushaveyou (right Honourable and beloved ) the divifion 
and the interpretation of my Text, both together. And by this 
tine, I beleeve,you can eafily gueffe at the various pretious truths 
which might from hence be naturally collected. But becanfe I 
mutt wrap up all in one Sermon, therefore I fhall only refolve 
upon the handling of the generall Dodtine of the Text, in the 
‘profecution whereof, I fhall have occafion to touch upon the fz- 
verals which are confiderable in the words, Our Propofition or 


point of Doctrine is this, j : 
» B2 That ~ 


4 
 Doär, 


A Sermon to the right honorable Honfe of Lords 
That the fafety of the militane Church lyes upon the hand of 
Christ. , = 
If the Church be in danger, his Arme faves; and if ready to 


- finke through oppreffions from men, or faintneffs in her felfe, he 


fupports. All Interpreters with one confent. agree, that the 
words of my Text are the words of the Lord Chrift, and therfore 
it would be vain work to labour any further to cleare the founda- 
tion upon which my Doéttine is built. Neither thall I need to 


travell farre to fetch in witneffes, to atteft this truth. In this” 


Prophecie, Chap.5 9.16. we havea paflage which almoft runnes 
paralell with my Text, (the perfon only being changed ) Ha 
eArme brought falvation unto him, and his righeoufneffe it fastai- 
ned hima, And if we caft our eyesya little further into this Chap- 
ter, we fhall fee our Prophet once and againe afferting the fame 
thing, ver.8. He Was their Saviour and ver. 9, The Angel of bis 
prefence faved them.’ _ af 
1f the reafon of this Chrifts undertaking be enquired after, I 
muft preface my anfwer withthe words of the Lord, upon the 


hike occafion, Ezek,36.22. Say unto the howfe of Ifrael, Thus faith, 


the Lord God, 1 doe not this for your fakes, O houfe of Ifrael, but for 
mine own holy Names fake. Beloved our proud hearts (which on 
fuch dayes as this {hould be kept humble, in a fpeciall manner) are 


apt to {well and to grow conceited, whils we are hearing of the 


meanes which God provideth to prevent their dejectedneffe : 
therefore let it not be. judged unneceflary, if I tell youand tell 
youagaine, That the caufe of Sions fafety lyes in God, and not in 
the bofomes, or abilities of the faireft member of the Church on 
earth, Alas, alas, we have no colour of caufe to rejoyce in our 
felves, when we arc told, that Jefus Chrift engageth bimfelf to 
be our Saviour. For the welfare of the Church arifeth canfally, 
neither from any meritorious qualification inherent in our pera 
fons, nor from any deferving worthinefle adhering to cur perfor- 
mances, It is pertinent for this purpofe to obferve,that when the 
Church had by faith pitched upon this conclufion, //ai.64. in the 
end ofthe fifth verfe, We fall be faved, it fellowes immediately 
inthe next verfe, Bat We are all as an uneleane thing, and all our 


righteoufneffes are as filthy rags. The univerfality cf the words 


is very confiderable, both in reference to the Agents, We ad, and. 
: “|S tha 


f i at the moncthly Faft, Febr.26. 1644. 


the Adtion, eA! ovr righteou[neffes. The beft ot Gods people 
through the remainders of cotrupt ion,and the faireft excellencies, 
though abftracted from their duties, are not in any Capacity to 
deferve any kindneffe or care from God’: And it is of good ufe. 
for us to minde our feives of this, when we have cecafion to me- 
ditate upon the ever-waking, and evereworking providence of 
God for our good. - ee 5,’ 
As our felves muft be abafed, fo our Saviout mult be exalted in 
our thoughts and hearts, when we make enquirie after the rea- 
fons, wherefore he undertakes to fecure his Ifrael: For though 
he find nothing in us, nothing in any of his fervants, which caa 
meritorionfly commend them to his tuition, yet in himfelfes 
within himfelfe, there is caufe fufficient for this glorious engage- 
ment, Thus much our Text holds forth,as I have already hinted, 
and {hall hereafter more fully manifeli, The true ground of all 
the care which Chrift takes, that his Church may not utterly 
Gnke under her oppreffions, is his faithfulneffe.to fll, to fulfill ali 
thofe neare, endearing relations, wherein he ftandeth in refe- 
rence unto her. Thefe relations, (which the holy Scripture ren- 
ders as the reafon of the point under hand) I ball fuggeft under a 


Reafon, 


three-fold Notion. They are t. Naturall. 2. Dosicfticall, — 


3. Politicalle : 

Firkt, Chrif isthe bead of his Church, and therefore (faith the 

Apoftle) the Saviour af that body, Epief, 5.23. | 
Nature hath placed Understanding, with Sight, Hearing, and 


other Sen/es, in the head, as Sentinels ina Watch-Tower, tor the’ 


fecuring of it felf, and the whole body. And the Apoftle tels 
us, Eph.5.29- that, No man hateth bis own flea, bat nourifbeth and 
cherifheth it, even as the Lord the (burch, : 

The Lord Icfus in references oiconomicall, hath various rela- 
ticns to his people, and every one of them yeelds us fome ratio- 
nall account,wherefere he thus regardeth them. . 

1, They are his houfhold, and he their Matter, E ph.2.19, Al- 
though he is the great Landlord of the world,and all the earth, 
with all the inhabitants thereof are his pofon, P/fal.24.1-yet 
he accounts the Church only,2s his family, E ph315. 

Noah according to divine Commiffion prepared an Ark, that 
therein his houfhold with himGelf might be (hipp’d and fecured 

: > 3. ae . from 


í 


t. Naturall, 


2.Domefticall,, 
which is fours 


fold. 
1, Mogifterial.. 
s Tim.g $o 


Gen.7. 1o 
Hebi L7 
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Genyiy -> 


from the world-drowning deluge. Zot likewife-was called 


upon by the Lord, to fave his Family from the devouring flames — 


which confumed Sodome, Andthé Holy Ghoft commandeth 
all forts of people, to be pécufarly kind unto the honfbold of faith, 


- Gal.6.9. yea, this is left on record in holy Writ, that, he who 


_ provideth nat for bis ownd howe ts worfe then an infidel. y Tim. 5.8, 


2.Conjuzall, 


2Gam,jo.3>8, 


3 -Pacernall. 


We therefore may be confident, that our Lord and Matter Tefas 
‘Chritt doth in this regard fee unto his Churches fafety. 


ro 


_ 2+The Church is efponfed anto Chrift, as her hufband, 2 (ov. 


11.4, and fhe is called the Lambs Wife. “Rev.t9.7. and 21. 9. . 


And our Gofpell Prophet gives in this as the reafon of her pro- 
Speritic,even in this world. //ai.5 4.5. For thy Mater is thine 
Hyfband, I remember what holy Hiftory doth report concer- 


hing Davids brave adventures, to deliver his wives taken cap- 
+ tivesby the Amalekites, and this he did, being. incouraged by 
$ p T kd 


counfell divine, 
__ Now never did man more expreff love to his Sponfe, then 
‘Chrift Iefus hath towards them who are fpiritwally troth- 
plighted to him. And this the Lord renders asa reafon of his 
readineflz to doc.good to ill-deferving Ifrael. Fer. 3, 14, For I 
am marryod to ïon, faith the Lord. ~~ ` 

3. Chrift in reference to the the Regenerate (who are borne 
againe by his Spirit, }o%⁄ 1.12,13.) is called, The everlafting fa- 
ther, Iai, 9.6. - And thus he is brought in by our Prophet. 
{peaking of his peculiar people, 1/4.8:18, Behold. I and the chil. 
dren Whom thou hast given me, : 

Now in thisrelation there isa commanding power, to canle 
eare of Safety. How doth father facod beftirre himfelfe in wayes 
both prudentiall and pious, to preferve his poore children , from 
the death-threatning rage of his blondie brother E/am, as the 32. 
of Genefis doth fully evidence! Yea doe not Creatures of ali 
Kinds, though voyd cf reafon, yet by ftrong inftiné@ts, both a@ 
and adventure to {ecure their young, from harmes and dangers > 
__ And therfore, we may well add this paternall relation of 


“Chri to his people, as another reafon; of his regard of them in 


troublefome times, This argumentalfo, is grounded upon the 


holy Scriptures,for ftom hence, the moft High God, fets his So= 
veraignty on worke, toredeeme his //rac/ from Captivity, Ifa. 


2 43.5, 
a 


at the vsonethly -Faft, Febr.26. 1644. 


43-6. Iwill fay tothe North, give up, andto the South, keepe not 


back, bring my Sous from farre, and my daughters from the end of the 
earth, All creatures, all coats and cornersof the World, mutt’ 
according to divineappointment, cooperate for the comfort of 
Gods Children, And hence it is, thatthe Church fuing out to- 
the Zord for deliverance, pleadeth this relation untohis Maje- 
ftie, J/4.63.16, Doubrleffe thon art our Father, thos ò Lord, art: 
our Father, The doubling of thisargument, argues, that {trong 
confidence and hope, is rayfed from this fatherly relation, inthe. 
hearts of them,to beg and expect Salvation from hime -~ 
| 4. The Lord Iefus ftands ina brotherly relatign to his people, 
for they have all one Father, 70h,20.17. Goeto my brethren, and 
fay unto them, Z goe #nto my Father and your Father, And, A gar- 
den enclofed (faith he) is Wy Sifter. Cant.4.12, He ts not afhamea 
| tocall them brethren, Fieb.2,1 1. : 
| Now thofewhoare but very little verfed in the facred Story 


: doeunderftand what an effeCtuall influence this relation had upon- 


| Jofeph, to prevaile with him to provide for his brethrens well- 
doing in Egypt, notwithftanding all their unworthy carriage 
| him-ward formerly. And it is here notable, how the fzrvants of 
Benhadad improved thistitle Brother, for their Mafters advane 


tage,1 Ki,20.32,33, They didhaftily catchit, And they faid, Thy; 


brother Benhadad. 
But tobring thishomeunto our prefent purpofe, our bleffed 


Í Saviour, though hehad been forfaken by his Difciples,and denied. 


by Peter,yet knowing that they were full of forrow upon his 


death, and vety. apprehenfive of approaching perill upon his. dea- 


parture from them, it is worth the obferying how carefull he 
was to give them noticeof his Refurrection, and to promife- 
them a mescting for their. comfort and confirmation, becaufe 


he {till owned theim as his brethren. C#Zatth.28,10, Goe tell 


ony brethren (faith Chri) shat they. goe into Galilee and. there fall 
they fee mee: 

The third fort of relation betwixt Chrift and his Church fol- 
lowes(vix.) Politicall ; from whence as from the former, his 
ftudiefor her fafetic is inferred,. This we have faire and full from 


the Prophet /faiab, The Lord is eur Law-giver, the Lord is our: 


King he will fave us, I/ai.33.22. It was a fpsech wel-becOminga 
A King, 


4.Fraternalig. 


3.Politicalé, 
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King, Salus populi fuprema lex efto, making the fubjects fafetie the 
end of his authoritie, Thos I am fureit ever was, and ever will 
bs with eur Lord and King, Jefas Chrift, in all Ordinances and. . 
Adminiftrations whatfoever, he intends as traly his peoples wel- _ 
fare ashis own honour, - J ! 

- Here! mighttell you, that Chrifts Regall power is in Scrip- 
ture expreffed by comparing him to a Shepherd, and calling the 
Church his flock, and that from thence, his care thereof is con- 
cluded, Ezek. 4. I will deliver my flocke, ver.10, and again, J will 
fave my flack, ver.22. 

But t will enlarge my felf no further in the reafons of my Do- 
Grine, for I fuppofe that fufficient which hath been fpoken, to 
ratifie the truth of it by the feverall relations, wherein our Lord 
and Saviour is endeared and engaged unto his Church and people, 
through the riches of his free, fuperlative grace, Therefore from 
the proote of the point, I proceed to the improvement thereof, 
by way ofufes And I finde the Do@rine in hand three wayes 


_ efpecially ufefull, according to the inferences and applications of 


pee Scripture, whereby I defire to be guided in my minifteriall 

ervicé. P. > | 
Firft, for the Information of our Fudgements, Secondly,for the 

Conjftlarion of our hearts. Thirdly, tor the Direction of our conrfe. 
The inference by way of Information is double: firt, There- 


foreall thofe are very unlike unto Iefus Chrift, who have no re- 


gard at all of the welfare of his Church. Men of Gallio his tem- 
per, of whom it is faid, that though the place where he was Go- 
vernour, was filled with confufions, and though So/fhenes (a good 
man, andonedeareto Panal, 3 Cor.t.1.) Was beaten and abufed 
openly, yet Gallio cared for none of thefe things, Many fuch Gallio’s 
we have amoneft our Gallants, yea, and amongft people of infe- 
riour conditions alfo, who regard not at all what becomes of the 
work of ChurcheReformation begun amongft us, whether Gods 
Ordinances be purged, or pudled; his Embaffadours incouraged 
or abufed, his Gofpell propagated or interrupted ; all is one to 
them ; ifthey may fave their own skins, fecure their own perfo- 
nall contentments, and fit warme in their own Nefts, whether 
Sion finke or {wim, they are at a point, they care for none of thefe 
matters, 


And 


as the monethly Faft, Febr. 26. 1644. - 


And give me leave (Right Honourable ) to tell you how the 
Holy Ghoft bath marked with a black code, the Nobles of 
Tekoa,who when Ierufalems breaches cryed aloud to them for 


Reparation, yet it’s faid, Nehem.3.$. Their Nobles put not their — 


necks to the Work of their Lord. There feemes to be fome difficulty 
inthe place. J will not prefit too ftri@ly the phrafe of putting 
the Neck to Work; it fignifies voluntary fubje&icn to fervice. 
As Matth.11.29. Take my yoke upon you. And doubtleffe Nobles, 
mien of chiefeft ranke and qualitie, fhould deny themfelves fo 
farre as to put heads, hands, (houlders, fides, and necks alfounto 
the fervice of the Church. But that which is molt obfcure, lies 
in the word tranflated (Lord, ) Some underftand it of Nehemiah, 
who was chiefe Commander in the prefent fervice, Now 
‘though he was in regard of his former imployment, a meane 
perfon in comparifon of thofe Nobles (for he was the Kings - 
Cupebearer at the palace of Shufhan, Weh.1.11.) yet thefe Nobles 
_ arechecked, I might fay, blotted with a note of reproach for not 
fabmitting to him in thefervice of Ierufalem. Yea, the word in 
the Originall being in the plurall Number, fignifying Lords, 
fome Expofitors conceive that thereby are meant the fubordinate 
Commanders, afligned by Nehemiah (who commanded in chiefe) 
tooverfeethe work , and from thence they inferre more then 
wasnoted befcre. For they thence obferve, that thefe Nobles 
are rebuked and reproiched for not fubmitting to the directions 
of men inferiour to Nehemiah in the fervice of the publike- But I 


rather judge that the word though in the plurall Number, (Adee 


| wi) doth only relateuntoGod, whom thefe Nobles fhould have 
ftcoped unto, as totheir Lord. And if the Scripture be applyed 
in this fence, (which to me is the faireft, becaufe I find the word 
thus limited, Mal. 1,6.) yet hence it may be noted, that the moft 
High God doth ftigmatize Nobles with a brand of infamie, for 
refufing to appeare, andto a@ perfonally, laborioufly in Church 
Reformation. How great is the diffimilitude in affection to 
the Church betwixt Iefus Chrift,and this fort of men? For fup- 


Ci 


pofe he (who was brought #p in the bofime of his Father, and Pror. 8.30 


there enjoyed full, and perfe& delights , before the foundations 
of the world were laid) had refolved not to difplace, dif-eafe 
| himfelfe for mans reftauration, we with all mankind fhould have 

C continued 
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~ continued under ruines and defolations unto. all Eternitie. 


uyoh.u6, 


CO 513,046 
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Miatth,12.30.. 


Roem. annotate 
an she place, 


" pot with a Spirit of indiff:rencic, in reference unto Sion, re- 


ought bimfelfe alfi fo to Walke,even as be Walked, And I appeale to 


- ftereth up his forces to fecure Terufalem. 
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_ Ihave three things to deliver unto thefe perfons, who are- 


folving to fit Rill, and to fee the game played on both fides, not 
caring much who win,or who loofe ; who prcefper, and who fuf- 
fer; whofs hopes are accemplifhed, and. whofe difappointed -in 
refpe& of Church concernments.. 

1. Without all queftion thefe Neuters are not incorporated | 
fpiritually into Iefus Chrift. For if any man abideth in him, he. 


mens Confciences ftom that which hath been delivered,whether, — 
inany age of the Church, the Lord Chrift ever ftood by,as a Neus 
ter, when the concernments thereof were in difputation and agie — 
tation amongft men, ~ 

So foon as Paz! was favingly fubdued by the Spirit of Chrift, 
his change in this particular was manifelt : He who perfected ms. 
im times past ({ay the Saints) zow preacheth the faith Which he once — 
destroyed, Gal.t 22523. And when the Lord had efficacionfly 
touched, and taken held on,the Prophet Z/aiah, (though formerly 
backward to engage for God) no fooner cana queftion be asked, 
Whe foall goe for na? but he prefently offers himfelfe, Here am T, 
feadme, For certainly in this cafe, (as inothers wherein Chrift 
is concerned) the love of .Chrift conftraineth Chriftians to ape — 
peareand adventure for him, And Chrifts people-are a williog 
people (Volunteers, a people of willingneffes) ia the day of his 
power, Die exerciteam, inthe day of his Armies, when he mue.. 


Therefore all fuch who are not in thefe kindes animated and. . 
acted by the Spirit of Chrift they are none of his, 

2. This Neutralitie is by our Lord himfelfe interpreted as 
downceright contrariety. His words are plaine, he that runnes. 
may.read the meaning of them. He that is not With me, i againf i 
me. I {hall not sloffe upon shis Scripture, nor give in any other 
application then the Note which the Rhemists haveleft us, They 
that are indifferertto all Religions, commonly and fitly called Neuters, 
joyning themmfelves to neither part, les them mark thefe Words Well, and -. 
they foal fee thas- Chrift accenmted all them to be againft hia and bia, 
Church that are not plainly apd flatly With hira,, a 
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1'3, The mifery of thefe men is exceeding grievous, which T 
know not how more fully (with brevity ) to expreffs, then by 
applying and opening the curfe again{t Meroz, for the like neg- 
le. Curfeye Meroz (faid the Angel ofthe Lord) curfe ye bitterly 
the inhabitants thereof, becaufe they came not to the help of the Lord, 
tothe help of the Lord againft the mighty. Hence thefe particulars 
are feafonably enquirable : r. What is threatned, 4 carfe, a bitter 
surfe, the curfe of men warranted by the Lord, and to be executed 
by the Lord. Though the cunfe cauflef[e Jhal not come; yet when 
God and Chrif, Angels and men curfe, how unhappy fhall be 

‘the condition of fuch accurfed creatures? The barren fig-tree 
withers upon Chrifts curfe ; Mens perfons, comforts, hopes, all 
we{te being blafted by divine malediction. 2. For what caufé 
this eAnatherna, this heavie curfe is gone out from the Lord? 
The words tell you once and againe, becanfe they came not to the 
help of the Lord, tothe help of the Lord. Tt isnot iaid, they took up 
Armes, and joyned in combination againft the Lord, in the Li- 
berties and comfotts of his Ifrael, but becaufe they would not 
come in, and joyne themfelves with the people of the Lord, nor 
fhew themf Ives on Gods fide, therefore this heavie curf= is dee 
nounced egainft them. Bare omiffions of good, when God gives 
abilitie and opportunitie dae expofe unto the Axe of divine dif- 
pleafure. Every tree that brings not forth good finit, is hewen donne 
and caft into the fire, (Matth,3.10, And at the day of judgement 
Our Saviour will paffe this black. fentence upon them who have 
neglected offices of love to himfel! in his aflitted members. De- 
part from me ye curfed into everlafting fire, prepared for the devill and 
his Angels, eAnd thefe fhall goe into everlasting punifhment. 
3. What was the cafe and condition of Ifrael when Meroz refu- 


fed to affociate for their afliftance ? Truly at this time many 


mighty enemies had got the upper-hand and greatly oppreffed 
Ifrael. If you will look back unto 7#dz.4.3. You hall fee, that 
Jatin King of Canaan, had 900, chariots of iron, and he mightily op- 
prefed Ifrael for twenty yeares, Now although the inhabitants of 
Meroz might,inthe epinion of morall cauticus men, feeme in 
this regard to have fufficient reafon to refufe fiding with I frael, 
yet you keare, how heavie a curfe is threatned againft them for 
this their Neutralitie, Fig leaves will neither cover guilt, nor 
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defend from Gods wrath. Many.allegations, which take with — 


worldly wife men, willbe ofno account with Ged. I might 


‘here take occafion alfo, to tell thefe Lukewarme perfons, mode- 


rate men, (as they would be accounted) men of a tepid temper, 
neither. bot nor cold, who are neither zealous for Chrift, nor yet fu- 


rious againft him. That our Lord threatens to (pew them out of his 


mouth, But I will not proceed to difcover their fad condition 


The fecond inference by. way of information followes, Hence 
may be manifefted both the malignancy and mifery of all thofe, 


- who profeffedly engage themfelves againft the peace and prefer- 


vation of the Church of Chrift, I bzleeve (beloved ) that you 
look upon thofe to whom I {pake in the former ufe, as in a dole- 
full condition, if you minded and credited what I delivered from 
the Lord :. But this fort of men, who now come under confide- 
ration, are in a farre worfe plight ; For the former doe only hang 
betwixt Heaven and hell, betwixt God and Belial, Chrift and 
Antichrift, in a way of indifferencie, but thefe people doe place 
themfelves in a polture of-contrarictie againft the Lord Iefus, for 
they drive a defigne dismetrically,dire@ly oppofite unto the offt- 


. €S, relations, engagements and undertakings of his Highneffz. 


The head,the heart, and the hand of Chrift areallat work, to fap- 


e- 


pert and fave his oppreffed, finking Church: But thefe men (I- 


had almoft called them mifcreants) gather, conjoyne, and exscr- 
cif all their frengths to lay Chrifts Vineyard wafte, to fubvert 
not only the comforts and hopes of his fubjeéts, but alfo the fun- 
damentall lawes and government of his Kingdome. In the 
entrance upon this ufs, I.{pake of the malignanete of thefe per- 
fons, and.truly I have reafon to call. them Malignants, if the de- 
vils powerfull working in the hearts and lives of.men, may war- 
rant that Denomination. Fhe Devill is named Abaddon, and 
ef pollyan, becaufeadcftroyer, And itis the devils endcavonr,te 
deveure the intruments, the meanes. of Church Reformaticn, 


The Dragos flood before the Woman, Which Was ready ta be delivered, . 


for to devonre her child, as foon as it Was born, 
- This malignant fpirit moved Judas to betray Christ. And the 


Holy Ghoft faith, chat sbe Devil (by infpiring and over-powring 
i EEN J perfecutours }. 


-Who are ejected with abomination as the vomit of the Lord © 
_ our Saviour, 


at the monethly Faf , Febr.26. 1644. 


perfecutours) cafi the Christians, in the primitive times, into pri-. 
fon, And from this very ground, the Apoftle fobs faith, that ¢ ain 
wasa Malignant. Cain Was of that Wicked one, and flew bes brother. 
This hatred of good men for goodneffe arifeth from hellifh ma- 


13 
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Jobe 3.12. 


` lignitie againft God himfelfe. Like as the Libard, or Panther,. 


which in regard its diflike of man will rend and teare his images. 
_ I fhall not need to fay more to evidence their Malignitie, but I 
will proceed to difcover their mifery. For which purpofe,! pray. 
you, confider the {peech of Chrift to Sas? being in a way ofop- 
pofition againft his Church. 44.9:4,5. Saul, Sanl, Why perfecta 
refi thou mẹ? end be faid, Who art thon Lord ? eAnd the Lord 


faid, I am Fes Whom thon perfecutef, it is hard for thee to kick, 
againft the pricks, 


In thefe words, we may note for our prefent purpofe thefe- | 


patticulars: 1, That Chrift accounts himfelf perfzcuted in the: 


perfecution of his members.. T hon perfecutest me, when the foot - 


on earth is trodenon, the head in Heaven compiaines, Why dos 
you hurt me? This fin therefore of oppofition againft the godly: 
is ofa more hainous nature then men imagine, $ 
2. That the Lord takes exact notice of every individual per- 
fon who hath an hand in the wrongs offered to his people. The- 
Mefienger, the Pur evant,who now was on his journey with 
letters miffive from the High Prietts, to bring Chriftians bound: 
to Jernfalem, he is here called unto by name, Sanl, Saul, Why doef 


shew perfecute ? Although the. Eagle foare high, and feeme farre: 


from her Nef, yet her piercing eye foon efpies, if any. approach. 
be made to prejadice her young. a 
3, That this oppofition is very perillous, J# % hard for thee 
to kick againft the pricks, The {peech is Metaphoricall, taken: 
from the brutith Creatures, which being pricked,doe by kicking, 
ftrike that which pricketh them deeper into. their owne ficth. 
That paffage of our Saviour, CMatrh.21.44. is fomswhat anfwe- 
rable, Whofoever Jhal fall an this fione, frall be broken. By falling. 
upon Chrift,whiether by oppofition again{t his Government, or- 
members, men breake themfelves, as the proud waves breake up- 
on the hard rock. 3 j = 
4.That although men throngti ignorance know not,or through 


incogitancy,confider not,their courfes of contrariety againtt the 


c3 Church. 


Contra fimm 
lum calces. Da 
eo qui fruftra. 
potentiori tes. 
filtite 


‘a Time, t3, 
Phil.3.6, | 
BxGorGw 8, 


og Tim, 2013s 


Phal.so.9, 
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Church of Chrif, yet is their fin thus high, and their danger thus 


heavie, as you have heard. Sanl here imagines not, that any 
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wrong was offered to any one in heaven, and therefore thinking ` 


it ftrange when heheares of complaint from thence, he askes, 
Who art thes Lord? yea,clfewhere he profeffeth, that be did it ig- 


noranly, and that through zeae eats Seat the Church; yea that 
he verily beleeved, himfelfe bousa to doe Totnewhat againft the 


Name of Iefus Chrift. 
I heartily with,tbat this may be well conftdered, becaufe mae - 
ny who bitterly make oppofition again® the Church of Chrift,at 


this day in this Kingdome, doe verily hope, that becaufe they 


.aG according to their Confciences, therefore they are in no dan- 


ger. Itis true, Paul himfelfe faith, Z Was received to mercy, for 
I did it ignorantly in nubeliefe s yet forall this, he Rick’d againft 


-the pricks,and had undoubtedly perifhed everlaftingly in this way 


of perfecution, if Gods glorious Grace had not converted him, 
Alas, alas, then what will become of all them, who wittingly 
and wilfully, malicioufly and defperately engage themfelves 
againft the caafe and Church of Chrift? Truly, tremble,whenI 
ferionfly ponder that imprecaticn of the Plalmift again& fich 


perfecutors? Lord, be not merciful to any Wicked tran{greffonrs, _ 


Selah, 
Although this might feeme fufficient to ftartle and awaken 
thefe Malignants, who make it their bufinc{f to breake in pieces 


- the people of the moft High: yetI will make bold to difcover 


‘The ruine of 
-Sions invplecae 
ble enemies. 
‘Nee 18 Unm 
voidable, 


their dolefull condition further, from my Text and foie neigh- 


_bouring paffages, which border uponit. 


There are two things confiderable concerning their mifery, 
z.Itisinevitable. 2. Itisirrepairable: Gods arme cannot be 


-refifted. And the breaches made by his indignation cannot be 


repaired, Firft, their deftructicn cannot be avoided. 1. Either 


= ihe 


by multitudes affociated for their fecurity.ver.6. 7 Will tread down ° 


‘the peoples (for fo it is in the originall) noting the pluralitie, the 
Numbers of Antichriftian oppofites, And for this end, Zech, 
42.3. is very remarkable, J Will make Jerufalem a burthenfome 
fione for all people, all that burthen themfelves With it foall be cut in 
pieces, though all the people of the earth be gathered together againg 
ste The Captaine of our Salvation will rout the greateft E 

~ that 
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_ that can poffibly be raifed againft his Jerufalem. 2, Orby 
places fortified for their fafetic. ver.1. The Lord in taking ven- 
geance had dyed his garments in Boxra.. This Bozra was the 
Metropolis, the mother Citic of Idumea, //a, 34.5. And fuch 
places ufually are moft ftrengthened by forts and fortifications. 
But the breath of Gods. difpleafure will blow down and demol- 
lith all fuch means of defence, how promifing fosver they appsare. . 
3, Or by accumulated eftates, accommodations, honours and aur. 
thority. Thus much is Metaphorically, yea, Allegorically expref- 
fed in the Scripture laft cited, 1/4i.34.6,7,8. The fword. of the 
Lord. ts filed With, blond , it is made fat With fatneffe, and With. 
the blond of Lambs and Goats , with the fat of the Kidneyes of © 
Rams, for the Lord bath a facrifice in Boxrah, and a. great flaagh- 
ter in the land of Idumea, and the Unicornes fhal come downe- 
with them, and the Bullocks with the bals, and their land fhal 
be faked with blowd, and their dsf mads fas with fatneffe , for- 
it i the day of the Lords vengeance, and the yeare of reconspens 
ces for the controverfie of Zion. By Goats, Rams, Unicornes, . 
Bullocks and Buls are underftoed men of higheft place and pow- 
er inthe world, And when our Lord taketh vengeance upon the 
adverfaries of Zion, he will make it to appeare, that he is no ree 
| {pecter of mens perfons. He will frike through Kings ia the day.. pial. 110.§,633 

of bis Wrath: He hall wound the heads over many (or great) conn 

triese Thereis no refpect of perfons with God, Neither Crown | 

nor Scepter can fecure them, againft whom the Almighty js in- _ 

cenfed. 

Secondly, their ruine cannot be repaired, Thus much is fog- zelt is unreo~ , 

gelted, ver.3. Z Will tread them in mine anger , and trample them in. OYB 
wy far), and their blond foall be {prinkled upon my garments, and : 

I Will flaine all my raiment.: : The Metaphor is taken from.. 

treading the winc-prefiz, where the grapes, were full, 

and faire before prefting, but when the moyfiure is fqueezed our, 

‘it cannot be reftored, nor the beauty of the grapes repaired,. . 

Thus Chrift willin vengeancebreake (as it were) the veynes 

and bones cf his enemics, and {queeze out. bloud and. marrow, 
- And if tremely repentance prevent nor this vengeance, they fhalb 

be remedils(ly ruinated never. to. be healed, never to be ree. 
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More'l will not fay (neither need I) to fet forth the wicked- . 
_neffeand wretchedneffz of thefe mifchief-plotters, and mifchief- 


workers againft the Church of Jefas Chrift, which he undertakes 
to fave. . And I fhould think, that enough hath been faid tocon- 
vince, if not to convert thefe mer,hed not the Scripture told md, 
that Perfecutors are unreafonsble men, and if Pax? had not con- 


feffed of himfelfe that in this way he was exceedingly mad, 


Ait,26.t1. Pride, pafiton, and malice doe more then infatuate | 


perfecutours. . 
I muft leave thefe diftempered (if not diftrated) men, but 
while I am leaving them, truly my bowels are troubled for them, 


therefore before I leave them, I will breathe forth Chrifts prayer 
for them. Father, forgive them, for they know not What they doe. 


The fecond Ufe followes. Our Do&trine adminifters much 
matter of fingular Confolation unto the fervants of Jefus Chrift: 


And let it not I pray you, be off:nfive,as a fervice unfeafonable, 


that I ferve in cordials on our fafting, heart-humbling day ,where- 
in we fhould feed epon‘fower herbs, For as my Text doth nde 


tarally,according to the purpofe of the Holy Ghoft, offer come _ 


fort,fo the prefent fad condition of this Kingdom doth call for it, 
and the dreoping fpirits of many godly ones amongft us need it. 
Moreover,the minding of Chrifts care and -kindneffe to wards his 
finking Church and bleeding fervants, may much promote the 
duties of the day,becanfe thereby the heart is moft kindly broker, 
for our feverall urkindneffes and dif-regards of fo kind and care- 


fulla Saviour. By meanes hereof alfo ,we (hall be quickned, with | 


more fervency and confidence tofupplicate his Mzjeftie, for that 
falvation, which he hath promifed, and which we expe. 
But to paffe from this digreffion, let us a little minde the trong 
confolation here intended. From this Doétrine of Zions lva- 
tion undertaken by Chrift, his Church is called upon to rejoyce, 


Rejoyce grearty, O daugter of Zion, Skont, O daughter Jerufalem, - 


behold, thy King cometh unto thee, he 1s juf? and having falvation, 
And upon this confideration, the godly havebeen wont to 
triumph and to glory. P/al.68.19,20. Bleffed be God; even the 
Ged of our falvation, Selab, He that is our God, i the God of Sale 
vation. yea, this joy doth in a peculiar manner appertaine unto 
Gofpel times. Jn tbat day, it foail be faid, Lo, this is onr Gods 
£ i BE . = We 


“. asthe monethly Faft, Febr. 26. 1644. 


Webave Waited for him, and he Will fave ui ; this ts the Lord, We bave 

Waited for him, and We- Will rejoyce in bis Salvation. This honey: 

(you fee) drops out cf the Comb, withont preffing, this Cenfo~ 

lation flawes from the Do@rine, without the leaft forcing, 
Now this Fountaine cf comfort fendeth forth its ftreames : 

1. Totke Churchin generall. 2. To the feverall living mem- 
bers thereof in particular. i : 

| As forthe Church univerfall, Mount Sion ftandeth faft, and 


| can never be removed. And the Churchbeing duil upon this rock, 
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(Chrif ) ste gates of hell hall not prevaile azainft it, The greatek Marth, 16.18. 


{ftrength of Cities, cfpecially when befieged and endangered, is 
placed at the gates, And the gates were wont to be the places 
where the wife Elders and Judges met for civill Judicature. 
Now cur Saviour, by the gates of hell underftands, all the ability 
and fubtilty of Satan, and he affares his Church,that neither pow- 
er,nor policy, fhall prevail: againft it, feeing the foundation of its 
_ fafsty liesin him, And I fhail not need to ftep out of my Text,to 
bring in pillars, to fupport our confidence, that our hopes may be 
uofhaken in this regard. For this purpofe, I fhall now make ufe 
of the foure obfervations from the words of the Text, which 
were briefly pointed at in. the divifion and interpretation of it. 
Here we have the whole Armour of God, weapons both defen- 
fiveand offenfive, that the Church may be preferved and her ence 
mies deftroyed, _ i i 

1:That the leffeafiftance comes to Zion from men, the more 
ready will our Lord be to engage himfelf for her deliverance, 
Mark well, I befeech you, my Text, with the words preceding, 
There Was no help, there Was none to uphold, therefore: He faith nor, 
though there Was no help, yet I faved, Neither doth he {peake thus, 
T here Was little help, and there Were few to uphold. But the words 
run thus, here Was no help, and there Was none to uphold, therefore, 
| Lbrought falvation. Therefore when multitudes {tand aloofe off 
as idle Spectators not daring, or not willing to fide with Zionin 
the day of her trouble, then, even then, may we hopefully look 


Paroplians ' 
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for help fromHeaven, IWwillreftore health to thee, and IWillheale Je hey 
thee of thy Wounds, faith the Lord, becaufe they called thee an ontecaf,  - : 


faying, This is Zion, Whom no manfecketh after, Yea, when many 
either through faintnieffe, or falfneffe, fall off (though thefe Ag 
l o D a 


i} 
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fad prognoĝicks of our danger to fenfeand reafon) yet evenfrom; — 
hence will well-guided faith fetch and plead-arguments to che- 
_ tif hope in holy prayer. Benat farre from me (faith David to 
Pll. 22,11. God) for trouble t neere, and there ta none to helpe, “Many Buls 
oan. Barve Compaffed me, flrong buls of Bafkan have befet me round, Here. 
you fee,that iross refiftance, and no affittance from man is the- 
argumentation of holy faith before the Lord. . i 
-2 That the Churches welfare depends upon the Almighty 
power of Chrilt, (Wine arme (faith he) brougke. falvation, This. 
is comfortable to Gods people, when endangered, by an over- 
| pewring enémie,as it appeares in the experience of King A/a, 
aCrargs2, feeing it is nothing With bim to belp, whether with many, or with. 
. ` them who have nopower. Here concerning the Lords Arme, I 
l might note thefe three things, z. That its errefi/tibly firong, The 
- Pfalmift faith to God, P/al.8.3, The heavens are the work of: thy. - 
_ fingers. Now if Creation-work, be but finger-work with the. 
- - Almighty, imagine (ifyou can) what power is in bis Armes 
He that ceuld bring beauty out of deformity,the goodly ftru@ture 
of the Heavens ont of confufion,out of nothing, by the motions. 
(as it were) of his fingers, can perfeé& Church Prefervation and 
Reformation by his trong Arme. 2. That it is sacomparab/y.. - 
dong. By the breadth of his hand, you may gueffe at the length. 
of his Arme. J/ai.40.12. He.meted out Heaven with hts fpan, His 
Arme then is long enough, to reach’ from one end of the earth, 
untoanother, He brought Ifrael out of Egypt with a firong hand,, 
E5536.31,12. andan onteftretched arme, Andthe Pfalmilt {peakes in this man- 
_ . ner tothe Lord, Tky hand fhal find out all thine enemies, thy. 
Balar: right hand fhall find out all that hate thee, His Majeftie can eafi- | 
ly, quickly reach his fervants with deliverance,and his foes with - 
vengeance, when they are at the greateft diftance, 3. That it 
is everlastingly. unchangeable, it cannot be weakned, ër wearied, 
_ much leffe broken er corrupted, And this is mentioned by Meo- _ 
-> "fs the. man of God, for fræls conflant incouragement. The. 
; Peat ea erernall Godts thy refuge, and underneath. are the everlasting armes, 
- SST Therefore the feares and hopes of Gods people fhould nos ebbe 
~~ and flow, abate and augment, according to the inereafe, and de- 
creafe of their own, or their adverfaries ftrength, For the Areses . 
of the wicked fhal! be broken, but the Lord upholdeth the righteoes. 
2 2 i 3» Thag: 
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3, That felf-love fets our Lord on work, to fecure and fave his 
endangered, neglected, deferted, finking Church. This reafon 
from himfelf Chrift twice preffeth in this fhort Text, We, me. - 
And indeed, if the matter be well confidered, we fhail finde that — 
Tefas Chrift hath reafon, in felf-refpects to look unto hig Church? 
for the riches of Chrift are in the Church, the members thereof 
are his Jewels, his peculiar treafure, Yea, the Chufch is part of yal.gay. 
himfelf, bs body, He fhould be an head without a body,if he did Exod.i9.5. 
not maintaine the being of his Church, The Church is the ful- ; 
neffeof him (meaning Chrift) who filleth all in All (faith the 
Apottle,) And St Paul isnot afraid, to call the Church, Christ, 
y (or. 2.12. where having compared that Myftical! body of his 
with the body naturall, he thus concludes, Sois Christ, : 
I might enlarge this ground of comfort further, by fhewing 
how-much Chrift isconcerned in his offices exercifed , and in 
his Ordinances adminiftred in the Church, If the Church of 
Chrift fhould mifcarry, then the greateft defignes of the Gode 
head would be difappointed, and then the glorious Promifes of 
the Gofpel would be nullified,8c. i N 
Therefore, though we can plead gothing from our felves, to 
move Chrifts care of his oppofed, oppreffed Church, yet be can 
and will produce arguments from himfelf, to prevaile with him- 
felf, and- with his Father alfo, to preferve his Church: yea, al- 
though we who are paffengers and adventurers in this fhip, doe 
by our finnes make leakes to let in dangers to fink all, yet will 
Chrift, (who is the Pilot, Mafter,and Owner alfo of all the goods 
therein) for his own fake, beltirre himfelf, and preferve all. It is 
here obfervable, that when Daniel on his fafting day had ac- 
knowledged, and aggravated fin, confeffing that confufion of — 
right did belong unto that people of Ged, yet in the conclufion 
ef the prayer, hisfaith pleads ftrongly with God, for his own 
fake, and his Chrifts fake. Now therefore, 6 our God, keare the 
prayer of thy fervant and bis fupplications., and canfe thy face to 
fhine upon thy Santluary, that 1 defilate, for the Lords fake, O 19s 
Lord, heare, bearken, and doe: deferre not for thine owne fake, è. 
my God, m 
4. That Chrifts indignation again’ his peoples oppofers and 
perfecuters fhall work on,the Churches fatety, Wy fary, st spu 
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"pel mo. Mark the. verfs fore-going the Text, The day of my 


vengeance is in my heart, and the yeare of my redeemed ones is Come, 


‘When Chrift taketh vengeance on his daring , provoking ene- 


mies, then he eff:@eth the deliverance of his endangered, perfe- 


cuted people, Therefore by how much the more outragionfly 


profane, the adverfaries of the Church are, and the higher their 
wickedneffes, andthe more frequent their difhonours done to 


the Lord: by fo much the more hope have we of deliverance, 


And if this regard, though we have indeed occafion of forrow, 
to fee and heare Gods Lawes violated, his Government defpifed, 
and mens immortall fouls everlaftingly endangered: yet we may 
fpread the inhumane cruelties, filthineffts, outrages, with the 
ftrange bla{phemies of Zions enemies, before the Lord, 4s argu- 
ments to preffs their downfalland our deliverance. As P/al. 74. 
O God, how lang faall the adverfary reproach? Shall the enemie blaf- 
pheme thy Name for ever ? Remember this, that the enemie hath rea 
proached, O Lord, and that the foolith people have blasphemed thy 
Name, Arife, O God, plead thine own caufe. remembir how the fore 
lif man reproacheth thee daily, Forget not the voice of thine ene. 
onies, the tumult of thofe that rife ap againft thee, increafeth con- 


tianally, 


a Ss 
Thus farre the comforthath been carried on, in reference to 


the Church in generall, I now proceed to the Appliéation of it 


voto the members thereof in particular, And here I might take 


adminiflred,unto National Churches, the members of the holy 
Catholike Church, and unto the Church in this our Kingdome 
particularly, Butas time will not fuff:r me thus to expatiate, fo 
becaufe I frad not fure footing in Scripture, to greund fuck difa 


-conres upon, therefere I had rather be filent, then too advento- 


rous. That threatning of our Lord againft the Church of Ephe- 
fas, I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy Candleftick out 
of its place, except thourepent, That threatning (I fay } doth not 
only prove, that the Church, ftate of aplace, a Kingdome may 


„be removed,bot it doth alfointimate our danger, What the Lord 


intends ia this kind Exg/and-ward, himfelf only , certainly un- 
deritands. But thus much I may fay with confidence, that fo farre 


as We endeavour to fetup,and to.keep up, the Government of. 
Jefas. 


rı =- 


-occafion to difcourfe concerning the comforts fromheace tobe - 


at the monethly Faft , Febr.26. 1644. ` 


Jefus Chrift in the Church amongit our fclves, fo much hope 
_we may exercife in the expectation of a Church ftate to behere 
continued by Jefus Chrift. 1f Ephe/us repent and reforme, the 
~ Candleftick fhall not be removed. hy 
But leaving thefe things to your confideration and care(which 
` I hall again quicken anon) iet usa little enquire after the com- 
forts, which from this Docttine,appertaine unto the individual, 
‘living members of the Church,the my fticall body of J efus Chrift.. 
! For our Lord fo careth for the whole, that he is not, ( indeed) he 
cannot be unmindfull of the lowelt, the meaneft part thereof, at. 
any time. Now left the childrens bread fhould be given to dogs, 
left the cordials which belong tothe members of Chrift, thould 


“fome pregnant Scriptures, fignifie to you fome -qualifications of 
the perfons who may,with divine warrant, challenge a fhare ia 
the comforts, afterwards to be propounded. : 

` Firlt, Surely they are my people, children that will not lye: fo he 


my people. A people felf-refigning, and felfsdevoting to Ged, 
who account not themfelves their own, to live unto themfclves, 
but yeeld up their All to God, thefe may expect the Salvations of 
God. Secondly, They are children that will not lje, Leould with. 
that all Lyars would ferioufly confider of this, whether that: 


pradtife of theirs may not give them caufs to queltion their fedes 


belavithed out amongft the limbs of Satan, I will very briefly by | 


| wat their Saviour, Twothingsareberenotable, Firlt, They are . 
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Iai, 63.. 


-gall reference to God, This! fpeake the rather, becaufe this foule. ` 
fin of lying (I report it with gricfeof heart) is woefully common. - 


-among(t many Profeffcurs, But I rather conceive that by 
Children that will not lye, here.are underftood fuch, who neithi r 
anfwer their own profeflion,nor Gods expeation intheir con- 
verfation. Thcy profeflz onc thing, but pratife ancther. Their 
lives prove the falfhood oftheir fair Profellion, < ` 
Secondly, God will fave the humble perfon Such who {well 
not with their parts, who acknowledge themfelves lefe then 
the Ieaft of Gods mercies, who lye low in their duties, and kiffé 
the rod, when layed in the duft, thefs are they whom the Lord 
will fave, ; p 

Thirdly, He wil beaatifie the meek, With Salvation, Mecknefle, 


‘Cin ftri@ine fle) is that grace which moderates anger, and prevents 


Job: i 


Pfal, 149 eGo. 


D 3 the., 
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“g Tim, 4.10, 


Phi, g Jee i 


Breck. 36.206 
Raacth.y.2% 


Pals Ak be 


job $. T 9 
Deus fuos nen 
negligit cam 
aeghpit, À 


-compence unto his Majeftic, fuch 


the defireofrevenge. Thofe therefore, who are of calme, well. 
appeafed Spiritsnot paffionately furtous,when croffed,provoked, - 
Wronged,but having an eye upon God, in all: affronts and injuries - 
offered, doc referre their own righting, and the vindicatiye re- 


> (I fay) may look for mercifull, 
glorious deliverasces from the Lord. 


Fourthly, The living Ged athe Saviour of all men, especially of 
them who beleeve. Such,who feeling all creature props thrinking 
under them,yet finding ftrength and fteddineffe in the Almighty, 


doe, from the incouragement of his Promife, rely upon him, in 


the dayes cf danger, they doe engage his Majzttie to’ be their 
Saviour. n ail 

Fifthly, Surely bes Salvation is nigh sato them whe feare hiws, 
Men whofe hearts are awed with divine Maj-{tie, and who, 
through eftimation of hisloveand glory, draw back from finne; 


_ becaufe it tends to his difpleafure and difhoneur,thefe may expect 


Gods Salvation. 
Thus from the Chara&ers of the perfons, to whom this com- 
fort in peculiar appertaines, I proceed to particularize the com- 


fortshence deducibic, and you may take them from thefe foure 


heads. 

1, I will fave you ( feith he) from all your uncleanneffes, And 
again, He fhall fave his people from their finnes, This is a great fal- 
vation, and a fure falvation, There isno doubt to be made of ir, 


but Jefus Chrift will fave the fouls cf ali his redeemed ones from 


all their fins,from the afftighting guilt of them in Juftification, 


-and the cemmanding power of them in Sandtification, 


2. They (hall be fecured from all externall grievances and an- 
noyances, fo fatre,as freedome theres from may be for their bet 
advantage. For he will be 4 Sun, anda Shield, and ne good thing 
will he withhold from them who walk uprightly,- As the carefull - 
Phifitian would not (were it in his power) fuffer his Patient to 
loofe more bloud then might tend to health, 

3. They fhall undoubtedly be delivered from the poifon; the 
prejudice of every affliction which befals them. He fal deliver 
thee in fix troubles, yea,in feven, no evil oall touch thee, This isnot 
fo ftrangeas true,that though the godly be over the head and eares 
inthe founds of various calamities, yet no-evill doth once touch - 
| them. 


1i ` 


ae 


at the monethly Faft, Febr.26. 1644. 


them. It is with all outward troubles which take hold on Gods 
people, as it was with the Viper which faftenedon Pasis hand; 
though the Barbarians feeing the venemous beast hang on his hand, 
faid,furely Vengeance wil not fuffer this man to live: yet its affirmed, 
He flooke off the beast into the fire, and felt no harme, It is mokk 
certain,that though men (or rather) beafts of prey, may plunder, 
impoverifh, wound, and imprifon the Saints of the moft High 
God, yet they neither doe, nor fhall receive Spirituall detriment 
thereby ; yea, though they may be killed, yet they cannot be 


urt, 
4. Chrift is the efarhor.of eternali Salvation unto all thems thas 
obey him; whereas death, naturall death,is the utmolt and the laft 


danger, with which our bloud-thirfting enemies can reach us i. 


this is our comfort (and how great this our comfort is, I know 
not) that then,and by meanes thereof, our perfe&, our everlafting 
deliverance isreceived, So foon aswè (hall paffe out of the graf-- 


ping hands.of death, our foules (hall be eternally. faved from all. 


fin, and forrow whatfoever, not only in the power and prejudice 

thereof, but in regard of the prefence, and appearance of it alfo.. 
The Jatt fort of Ufes follow, (viz. ) Exhortation, which divie. 

deth it felfinto three branches, wherein I will tudy brevity. 


Firft, let us hence be perfwaded to joyne our felves unto the- 4 
| Evchortatians. 


Church of-Chrift becaufe there the furch falvation is to be enjoy- 
ed. The Lord forctels this improvement of this Do@trine in the 
dayes of grace. Thus faith the. Lord of :bofts, 1t fhal come to paffe 


that ten men foall take hold, out of all languages of the Nations, even. 


foal take hold of the skirt of him that is afew, faying, We will goe with. 
you, for we have heard that God is withyow. Nature feeks its own. 
fafety,and humane prudence in meer moral] men, will projec for- 
their own prefervation. Hence it was that upon the glorious. 
providence of the Lord, for the deliverance of his people from. 
Hamans hellifh confpiracie, it is faid, Maay. of the people ofthe- 
Land became fewes..Oh that there might be fome fuch fruit of- 
this my poore Sermon, that fome might be brought in, to joyne 


themfelves unto Zion, upon the. report of: the peculiar falvation. 


of God, there to be expected, 


Right Honeurable and beloved, I fpeake not Ç the Lord: 


_ knowes) without forrew. of heart,. of fiding with. this, oy that- 
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Gal, 6, 16. 


Rom.8,3 i. 


Luk. 19.17. 
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Exhortation, 


Ker thb 


we are called by thy Name, leave ws not, 
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rather makes its unceifant fuites tothe God of peace, to give usa 
{peedy good peace, that ourdread Soveraigne, and his divided 
fubj 24s, in all the three Kingdomes,may be of one heart and way 
for Chri(t, and chat we may fide as one man againft Antichritt : 
But if cur teares and prayers cannot reconcile our unhappy diffe. 


party, againtt the other, here in bleeding Ezxgland: my- foule | 


rences, give mz leave to advife you, tobeonGods fide, Now © 


the Pfalmift telsus, that God and Ifrael make one fide. If st had 


not been the Lord, that was on our fide, may Ifrael fay, But you 


will anfwer me, what is thistous? Ireply, This is very much 


to us, for we may be Gods //i-ael by fpeciall Covenant and grace, 


although not by naturall defcent and propagation. Obferve you 
therfore, the words of the Apoftle, As many, ss walke according 
tothis rule, the whole Ifrael of God. All fvcb perfons, who are 


carefull, to feere their courfe according to Sacred Canoz,they are ` 


true //raelites in Gods eftimation. 

Wherfore I pray you, confider without partiality, which 
party in the Kingdome, ftudies Church-Reformation,and Statce 
Reio according to.the Scriptures, andbe yon confident, 
that Gedis, and will beon that fide, making bare his Arme for 


the falvation thereof} according tohis promile. And if God be 


oh our fide, who can be againft ut, My beloved when the Lord 
{hall convince your hearts of his truth, difcovering toyou the 
way of his government and worfhip. Takeheede, otakeheede 


‘how you with-draw your {elves therefrom, under any pretence 


whatfoever. os Po 
And ifhope of Salvation, will not-hold you, yet let the feare 
of deflruétion, chayne you to Chrift, who hath thus fpoken. 
Thole mine enemies, who would not have me torule over them, brin 
them hither, and flay them before me, = i 
Secondly, let us beincouraged, to fet upon Chrift by our fup- 
plications to fave Zion, touphold his fhattered, finking Church 
amongtt our felves, The refolution and practife of Gods people, 


grounded upon this truth; fhould be both our incouragement ~ 


and patterne. O than the hope of Ifrael, the Saviour thereofin the 
day of trouble, why foouldest thou be asa man affonyed, asa mighty 


man that cannot fave? yet thou ô Lord artin the mideft of us, and 


I 


; 


= 


` at the monethly Faft, Febr. 260, 1644. . 


out of this Chapter for arguments to preflethis practife, 
‘1. The Lord is able, with cafetofaveus, though our. diftra- 
ay ate many, 2nd-our dangers great, J (faith he) /peake sn 
sebrconfwelfesrongiy to|ave. ver{,1. .Weknow that when the 
Seas were rough, and the Ship (wherein Chrift was with his 
Difciples) was covered with waves, uponhis word all was fill; 
he rebuked the wieds and waves, and they obeyed him, And quefti- 
onleffz he can, by his command fuddainly quiet and calme; the 
proud waves in our troubled.waters. Therfore we fhould pray. 
Thisart onè Kingå: God, (ommanddeliverances for Jacoba > + 
. 2; Heiswilliog tó admit ofa parley, atreaty withus. Thus 
much may be gathered from the three firit verfes of the Chapter, 
which containe a Dialogue, an interchangeable difcourfe be- 
ewixt Chrift and his Church, wherein we fhall.find his High- 
neffe ready to returne anfwer after anfwer unto her demands, - 
-A Forthispurpofe, that paffagein this prophecy, is very con- 
fidexable. (Come let us reafon together, Adefte quafo, © aifpate- 
wm. Thecriginall word, I find tranflated (Ds/pute) Tob 23.7, 


and Reprove,Gen.2.1-25 +: So great is the condefcention of, Gods’ 


loveto his people, that he doth not only.allow them, but he in- 
vites them, to reafon out their cafe with him, to urge their tron- 
geft arguments for audience, yeato tell him plainly, wherein 
they conecive themfelves neglected, or too feverely dealt with 
OS) ea a a =" a 
+» Some'doe thusigloffe uponthe phrafe, Come fue me at the law, 
produce my bonds obligatory, plead my promifes, fhew all the 
evidences you can, to engage me. Truly (beloved) this liberty 
of fpeech, which the Lord allowes to pcore penitents,when they 
approach his prefence by prayer, fhould wonderfully incourage 
our hearts, in. {peaking for Sion. In this regard, let us give the 
Lord no reft, for we have manifold, open promifes, to pleade in 

thebchalfeofhispeople, ©. RD 
3. He is full of love, and tenderneffe. The Church in the 


“Pbefeech you, make confcience of this dutys I will not goe l 


M ik.4:39. 


Plali4 4c gi 


If. I el 8, 
Vatablus. 

ND) 
Increpemus. 
Videamus, vee 
firane caufas ft 
melior, an meae 
Arguite me. 
Non detrefia« 
bo, inire vo- 
bifcum, difcep- 
tationem judi» 
ciatiame 
Macul. 


cighthverfe Cith, Z will mention the loving kiudneffes ofthe Lord, ` 


and the great goodneffe towards the houfe of Ifrael, which he hath 
bestowed on them , Reeg to his mercies, and according to the 
multitude of his loving kindnefes, Mercy is the gate of prayer; 
l E E and 
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and -kindneffs in great ones, increafeth the number of their petiti- 
oners. I-here remember the words of Benbadadsfervants, We 
1 King, 20.31, have heard, that the. Kings. of Ifrael are mercifull Kings, let us goe 
enttothe King of L{racl, peradventnre he will fave thy life. The 
heare-fay.of mercy inamao, moved them to petition, though 
they had no more then a peradventure to ptevaile. And fhallnet 
the fure, approved, abundant mercyes of God, incourage us much 
sather to fpeake for our King and histhree Kingdemzs, forthe 
prefervation both of Church and Common-wealth, . ‘ac 
4. He doth Sympathize with his fuffering fervants, Marke 
the nineteenth verfe, Jn all their afflittion he mas. afflited, and the. 
Angell of his prefence favedthem. Chrifts bofome was full of bow». 
els, while he was upon earth : And though now he hath layd ae. 
fide his naturall infirmities, yet affuredly, he hath not put of his. 
fympsathizing compaflions. Therefore I will conclude.this ar- 
gument, withthe words ofthe Apoftle. eéave noran high 
’ Pricf, which cannot be touched with the feeling of onr infirmities, let. 
us therfore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtaine mer- 
cy, and find grace to kelp in time of need, ` 
If hereupon, yoube refolved, to ply: the throne ofigrace for 
Zions fafety, Fintreate you, to take with you thefe mhort direati- 
ops. ~- ~ ; 
_ L, Pleadethe Churches relation to Chrift, when you have ale 
a Cheong ta, moft nothing elfe tourge, As verfe fixteene, Denbeleffe showart 
our Father.thou.art our Father. And © Lord thou art our God, let 
not man prevsile. And Per. 14, 9, We are called by thy name, leave. 
snot, For the incouragement of our hearts and hopes herein, 
that Scriptureisfamcus. (Concerning my Sons, command ye me, 
1/a.45.11, Letus with wondering and thank {giving lay hold 
an this glorious engagement, and inthe improvement hereof; 
let usthusreafon inour requeltsbefore him. ô Lord ifthou be 
willing to be commanded in the behaife of thy. children, why then, dae 
not teares and prayers, fighes and {upplications prevaile with, thes. 
for thers, whocry Abba Fatker, ^ ] 
2. Reforme your hearts and waycs, Ifrael wearied, walted 
ka ala aga cryed va God, and woe a aan 7. 
+ will deliver you no more, yet when they patawag their frange gods, the 
ee sea Sonte of the Lord PREIAR forthe r erie of Irad, = 


Peb. 415,16 


2 


i 


S 


vat the monthly Faft, Febr.26.. 1644. 


`. J will apply to you (Beloved) and to my felf aifo, the incoue 
` ragement given 2 Chrox,30,8. If you turne again unto the Lord, 
yonr brethren and children fall find compaffion. IF Jonah be caft. 


over board,the feas willbe quiet. And fhal we rather hazard 


the lofle of Charch and Rate; of our felves and ours, with our deas. 
rek comforts,then part with our fins? O God forbid, God forbid : 
for how thould we be ever able to anfwer fuch an horrible thing _ 


either to God,or man? wn . 

3. Lally, perfevere in prayer: You thar are the Lords Rememn. 
brancers give him novest, till he eftablifs, and till he make Jerufalem 
A praifein the earth, Tt is recorded in the Parable, that the unjuft 
fteward was prevailed with, by confant importunity. And obe 
ferve the improvement hercof:te our purpofe, And Jal not God 
avenge his Ele which cry day and night unto him, though he beare 
tong with them, J tellyou, that he wil avenge them {peedily. Whore- 
fore Jet us every one refolve,as Z/ai.62. 1- For Zions fake I will mot 
hold my peace, and for Ferufalems fake I will not reff, untill the righe 
teon/neffe thereof goe forth as brightneffe, and the falvation thereof ,as 
atamp that burneth, > , 

.. Bhirdly and laftly, let us all be prevailed with, in imitation of 
Jefus Chrift, to endeavour with our utmoft, with our All to fave 
and uphold his Church. Methinks I heare Chrift {peaking to us, 
as once Gideon did tothe men under his command, Look, on me, 
and dae likewife, My Beloved, Can we write after a fairer Co- 
pie?» Can we find another pattern fo perfet to guide our pra- 
Gifz? Willit net be our glory, our crown, tobe coadjutors, coe 
workers with Jefus Chrift. For what will we engage, ifnot 
fer the Church ? wherein are all our pretious and pleafant things, 
the meanes of our fweeteft,moft folacing Communion, with our 
deareft Lord? For whom will we adventure any thing, every: 


thing, if not for Jefus Chrift? whois fo worthy ? who deferves, 


ifs.62.7, 


Luk. rê To 8: 


y On 
Exhortdtion, 


Judg.7. 57. 


or can deferve,either by doing, or fuffering, fo well at our hands? . 


What fhould be deare unto out hearts in comparifon of the ho- 
nour of our Lord and Saviour ? Therefore let us joyneour hand 
to hisefrmm, let ns adde oyr {park to his flame, in {eeking. to fe- 
cureand fave Zion; : > lis Prawn 


= 


But if this my expoftulation prevaile not upon your hearts, 


pray you weigh wilely the words immediately before the Text, 
E2 i Z 


28 
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I looked, ‘and there Was: nine to heip, and I'Wwondred thar there Was 


_ none tonphold, Hente ‘two {trong arguments may be urged, tọ- 


15518,13, XC, 


enforce us (as it were) to engage for the Church of Chrilt, r.The* 
Lord takes 2n exaét aceodnt, who come in, and who keep off 
from Zions fuccour,- He obferves the Names, and the Number’. 
of them. who are employed iv his Church-work; He takes “nos” 
tice of the Nature of our work; the’place, where it lies,and mane - 
ner how webchave our feives at it, All this, and more then this® 
might be'manifefted from the third Chapter of Nehemiah, if 1 Had 


- feafuré'tolook into it’: ~ yea, he confiders who' are abfeney and) 


~wheréfore they abfent themfelves, when the Charch of God: 


riceds their help; asit mightbeevidenced from Pudg.5.16517. - 


` For the divifions of Renben, there were great thoughts of heart, Why. 


Obftapui (viz) 
ob tantam vim 
boftium. Vata- 


PrE 
“a ee vee 


2 
ae ac 
x 


uv 


abodest thou among the fheep folds, to'beare the bleasings of rhe flocks ?. 
Gilead ‘abode beyond: Jordan : and Why did Dan remainé tn fhips P 
Afner continued on the fea fhoré, > 02.0 2 SVG a n 
< 2, Chrift Jefus‘is as a’ man‘amazed, when he beholds multi- 
tudes making head againft his Church, and yet few, or none, 
come in for her reliefs, J Wondred (faith he) that there Were none 
touphold. And no marvell, that our Lord wonders, fecing nei- 
ther-his own authority, glory, defervings,nor the Churches beat, 
ties, excellencies, neceflitics, dangers, together with mens owne 


| eonicernments.involved in her-welfare, çan prevaile with them,: 


to appeare for her deliverance. Idolaters will hazard liberty, 
livelyKood; limbs, and life ic felfe, for thei idols. Morall men, 
Heathens, acted by {late Principles, and hsated with love to their. 
Countrey, have made bold, and brave adventures for the honour 
and fafety of the Common-wealth. . It is reported of (Marcus 
Curtius, (that Noble Romane) that when by a terrible earthe. 
quake there was'a' great breach made in the ground tending to 
publike danger, he cafthimfelf into it, hearing that'fomething of) 
{peciall' worth mutt be thrown: in to pacifis their provoked gods, - 
Its no wonder then, to heare that Chrift is aftonifhed at Chrifti- 
ans backwardneffe to contribute their affitance to prevent the: 
ruine ofa trembling, tottering Church. In this refpe¢thierefore, : 
I pray you,lend Zion an helping hand, that you, you alfo, may* 
not be objects of aftonifhiment to Jefus Chrift. = J 
If now, (my beloved) youbs refolved ta ferve the eco MER 
o 


of ableeding-Church;;, I. fall briefly from my Text, caft infome 
rules for your direction. - I, Lay forth your chiefest frrength in 
this glorious -{ervice. Chrift ftretcheth forth 4a Arme, therefore 
doc not you thinke it enough to touch the work now and then, 
‘with one of y we the Lord 
might. Every one therefore thould enquire where his ftrength 
lics, whether in parts,power,purfe,interefis, end employ that for 
the Churchof Chrift. Ba'e i 
o2, Dram not back, though the Rate of the Church Mould be 
more defperate.. When the frame is falling, Chrift xpholds, And 
~ Ietusrefolve alfo,to help ata deadlift. © ss na =, 
; Benot difcouraged, nor wrought off, by paucity of helpers. 
For Chrift dothengage alone. Obferve ver.3. I have troden the 
Wires preffe alone, and of the people, there Was none with me, Theres 
fore let us make up the number, thongh there be but fe w béfides 
our {elves. — ee al +e ee 
~ 4. Be zealous. and vigorous in your endeavours this “way, 
My heat my fury (faith Chrift) ir upheld. So thould we, be fera, 
„veni in Spirit, ferving the Lord. A y- Ww 
` ge Have pure and fincere references to the honcur Ees 
Chrift-in all your adventures and endeavours, As be mindes 
~ himfelf (My arme faved me, and upheld me, ) fo houli we alfo, 
Think otten with your felves, that you heare the Lord {peaking 
thus tọ you, Did ycuat fuch a time confult for me, orengage for 


me? Doeyou give for we, or lend for me? Doe you pray, and 


falt: for me-? a ai | 
< 6.Give not over the work, come not cff the ground, till the 
Churches deliverance be compleated, As Chrilt drought Salva- 
tion, he did not only, begin, but did perfec, what he undertook, 
“He went not tort ill all was finfied, Therefore for not be 
weary of well-doing. < rss pe ne EE p 
‘And now,Right Honourable,I bumbly crave leave in the con- 
cluGion of my Sermon, to appropriate my Exhortation to you, 
fgeing according to your Commands, I attend your foules pecùliarly. 
iy this dayesfervige, I ‘God hath honored you with his own Titles, 
He hath faid, you are Gods; he hath called you Saviours, there- 
fore fill yout places, anfwer your titles, labour as. Chrilts Vice- 
gerents on carth, to fave and uphold his Church. 2, God hath 
T E3 truted 


our fingers, We Should lowe the Lord with all osp °° 


Morora Ge 


Finis coronat 
opis. 
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Deus bona dat, 
-ut boni fimus, 
Salyisha 


ER, 40 14, 


Neh.13.146 


~“-trenfted you with more Talents thencther men, and all fhould be 


traded unto your Matters advantage: Your authoritie, abilities, 
wifdome, interefts, opportunities, doe engage you the.moreto 
God: Your felves are not your own, you thould glorifie God 
with your All. Thofsto whom the Lord hath given much, of 


"them ths more willbe required. Be you well affaredthat Jefas 


Chri will call you to an exact account, how you have husban- 
ded,that which he hath lent you. Remember the fentenee of 
the flothfull, naprofitable fervant, and be warned thereby: Calf to 
minde the recompenee promifed to them who are faithfully la= 
borious,and bs incouraged to imitation. 3. That {psech of Aore 
decaito Efther was {mart and quick. Zf thou hold thy peace at this 
time, there fhall be enlargement and deliverance to the fewes from fome 
other place, but thou and thy fathers honfe fall be deStroyed, _ I com- 
mend the application and improvement thereof to your wife 


dome, wifhing heartily, that your purpofe, and pra@tife may 
paralell hers. 4. This work will yeeld both comfort and ho- 


nour,Worthy Wehemiab pleaded his care in this kind,before the 
Lord. with confident expe&tation.of recompence Remember me, 
O my God, concerning this, and wipe not out nry good deeds, that I 


-have done for the haufe of my Goa, and for the Officers thereof. And 


_ God hath faid to them, who inftrumentally ferve the publike, 


TlaiegB.t2. 


Phal 522.6, 


De 


Thon fhalt be called,T he repairer of the breach, the reftorer of paths to 


dwell in. I will corclude my Motives with the words of the 


Phalmitt, Pray for the Peace of Jerufalem, they fall profper thar 
Jove thee. Othat every one of your hearts might breathe ont his: 
refo'ution, Becaufe of the houfe of the Lord osr God, I Will feck, thy 


good. But it may be, your Lordthips will antwer, W hat meane 


yeu thus to move us! Have we not done much, tending to- 
‘Church Prefervation and Reformation? Are we: not ftill doing’ 


what we can,tecompleat the work begun? Right Honourable, - 
All this is acknowledged with humble thankfulnefiz. Dri moner 


at facias, quod gam facts, ile monendo landat, We honour your 
Lordthips, and we honour God in you, and for you, upon the: 
remembrance of what yeu have done, and are ftill endeavonring z. 
yet. give me leave, I humbly pray you, toaddea few dire@tions,to 


amongit our {elves 


Z. Proceed 


guide your furtheræare, to fave and uphold the Church of Chrift 


at the monethly Faft, Febr.26.. I644e. , 3K 


t. Proceed more and more to reforme your f{elves, that 
the Lord may delight more and. more to ufe you as inftrue. 
ments of his Churches welfare, Jf thon doe fo and fo (Ipea- 
king of felf-reformation) then zalt then raife ap the foxadations of 
many generations. And thi bononr (faith the Plalmitt) have all bus 
Saint.Pfal.v4.9.9, The Lord loves not to work with mfty tooles, 
by unreformed men, ke rather ufeth thofe who are chofen, holy, and 
faithfull. Pride, prodigalitic, idlencfle, Epicurifme, fenfualitic, 
oppreffions, leightne {fe in Gods Worthip,and much profaneneffe 
are too commonly found among{t Nobles: What your faults are - 
[know nce, but I befeech yon betwixt the all-knowing God . = 
and your own Confciences,. confider your wayes, and. amend: 
whatfoever you find amiffe,as you defire to profper inthe weigh-- 

ty, glorious fervices, which you have under hand, — ` 

Qe Execute judgement thionghly, between-a man and his neighs 

bour, Right Honourable, you have divers petitions prefented to -. 

you, which lay open the injuftice and injurioufnefle, whereby 

many have been, and are oppreffed. Now it is your duty, to clear. 

the innocent, to relieve the opprefled, to punifh the delinquent, 

and by fo doing, you-fhall prevent our dangers, and haften our dea 

liverance, Phineas arofé and executed judgement,and the plague WAb:-pfs\1060- 
flayed, And the Promife of God to this pradtife l'es open. 7er.5.1. 

Runthrough the fireets of Jerufalem: sf yor can fisde aman, if there 

be any that executeth judgement, and feeketh the truth, and I will: 

fare st. ‘ 

< 93+ Doe what you.can to countenance and. advance the. power 

of Godlineffe throughout the Kingdome , and for that-end in a. 

fpeciall manner confider, by what meanes the more confcienti- 

ous, carefull keeping ofthe folemne Nationall Vow and Cove- 

nant may be promoted, May not I take the boldneffzto apply:. 

unto you (Right Honourable) the.words, in the like cafe {poker <. 

to €ara(and I am-confident that there are thoufands. whoberein Ezra rog. 
affent with me) Arife, for this matter belongs: to. yous. Wa. alfo Will. 

be with you: Be.of good courage, and dae ite. And my foule defires, .. 

that the counfell given and the courfg taken in the profecution of. 

that bofineffe, (which is recordéd in.the 14,15,16: verfes of that 

Ghaptet ) might be duly confidered, and in fome anfwerable kind.: 

imitated, Although I dare not undertake to advife e ’ 

(fox . 


Ifa, 58. 6,7- 52, 


Caae.6, 4, 


: 32 


(for J am'confcious to mine own weakeefl:) yet humbly move, 


A Sermon to the right honorable Houfe of Loras 
-whether itmight norbe worth the while, tocall upon the:Reve- 


‘particular, becanfe the Lord himfelf faith, Lev,26,25. 1 Will bring 
A fwordapon yor, which foal avenge the quarrell of my Covenant I 


fexionfly. profeffe, thae there isno onefin which more fhakes:my 
“heart and hopes in reference to bleeding Exg/and, then falfifying 


“our Covenant with God. p 9 
4. Endeavonr vigoroufly to compound. our. differences in Ec- 


: 


-rend Affsmbly, to confult of a ccurf=, to further Covenant kees - 
“ping inthe Kingdome.” Blame me not, for being zealous in this 


cle(zafticall Concernments..: Alas, ales; my heart akes; beeaufe of — 


cour breaches. Let mine eyes rundowne with teares night asd day jand 


Let them not ceafe, for the virgin daughter of my people is broken witha. 
great breach, with avery grievous blow.: fer.14,17. What Factions 
and Fra@ions, what Schifmes and Separations,-what rents and © 
divifions are in this poore, diltratted, diftreffed.Churehi of Enge 
land !' How thould either Kingdome: or Church ‘divided ftand ? 
God forbid, but tender refpect fhould be had to tender Confecien- 
ces, But (Right Honourable) I befeech you take heed, left under 


that pretext, you think of tolerating all-Religions amongft:us; - 


Such like liberty (Lamafraid} would ‘wher in. Libertinifme, and 
haften our defolation.” frog be Pte oam Sa Bee ‘ 
5. And laftly (as one meanes of the former) Expedite: what 
you may, the eftablifhment and exercife ofthat Church-Govern- 
ment,which is found moft confonant to the Word of God: Dif- 
cipline is as the hedge or:wall about the Vineyard of the Church, 
to keep out deftructive dangers.: The Church reformed. innmat- 
ters of Dogtrine,and holy Worfhip, and furnifhed with power 
to exercife cenfures,according to the Scriptures, is like am eAfrimy 
with Banners, both to terrifiethe common adverfaries, and to fe- 
cureit.felf: The Lord will create upon every dwelling place of mount 
Sion, and upouher Affemblies; acloud and fi moake by day and the fhi: 
ning of a flaming fire by night: for, above all the glory fhal bea coves - 


ors PA ee, 


- ving, or (as our Tranflation renders it ) span all the glory foal be 


a defente, von AE s 

_ Confider, I befeech you, what I have {poken from God, for his 
Chuich,and the Lord give you the ftuicfull improvement of my 
FINTS, 


4 
5 


counfell, through the riches of his Grace, in Jefus Chrift, Ames. i 
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Ina SERMON preached before the $ 


Right Honourable Thomas Adams Lord Major, $5 
and the Right Worfhipfull the Sheriffs, and Aldet- 


men his brethren, and the reft of the Com- : 
mon-Councel of the famous City of a? 
LONDON, Jamary, 14. 1645. 3° 
Upon which day the folemne League and Covenant was renewed 3% 
by them and their Officers, with Prayer and Fafting,, 3% 
at Michael Bafing-fhaw, London. . | Bos 
By Simeon ‘Afb Minifter of the Gofpel. l N 
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When thou fhalt vow a vow unto the Lord thy God, thou halt not Be 
flack to pay it, for the Lord thy God will require it of thee sand it 22 
would be jin in thee. Deut.23.21 Se, 

I will bring the [word upon you, that foall avenge the quarrel ie 
my Covenant. Lev.26.25. 3 
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GHT HONOVRABLE 
THOMAS ADAMS Lord Major, 


AND THE RIGHT WORSHIPFULL 
"i he Sheriffs and Aldermen his Brethren, and to 


the reft of the Honovrable Court of Common- 
Councel of the City of Lonpon, 


CEG 8 Hz plain Sermon Which attended your fervice 
SN) of Covenant-renewing frem the Pulpit, 
CFS" comes now from the Preffe, in obedience to 
GARY your command, to do you and the publike 
AAYO fime further fervice, If upow the pernfall of 
S that Which you heard preached, it may please 
<a) the Lord to quicken your zeal in Covenaite 
$, keeping, T fhall have occafion to ble ffe bis Name 
With a joyful heart, : 


The zeal of the Common-Çouncell of London, in renewing their 
folemne League and Covenant, rings thorow the feverall Counties 
of the Kingdom of England: and I am confident, that, the found 
thereof hath been heard in many other. Kingdams: And ‘doubtleffe 
there are often enquiries, and earneft expettations to hear. What Lon- 
don ew doth in the purfuance of their Covenant heretofore taken, 
and now again (olemnly renewed With holy fafting and prayer, A City 
fet upon an hill cannot be hid; your practices have bad, and will 
have firong influences into the feverall parts of this Land, and into 
other N ations: You bave formerly and lately done well and Wor- 
thily in rejpett to your Covenant: I pray God, that your continued 
holy zeal may -pffett and fire many in other Countries in faithfull Ca- 
A 2 venanta 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 


aiiai 


vemabtRaiAe. God forbid, that you foouldever defer HA 
fiicmatized, either by God or men; Their heart was not right 
with God, neither were they ftedfaft in their Covenant, P/a/, 
78.3 


7s despifed, derided, afperfed and oppsfed by too many: for that which 
you may read in Pamphlets, and hear from (ome ‘Pulpits and other 
places, doth make you both eye-witnelfes and ear-witnelfes of this evil, 
which [ould be greatly bewailed, This contradislion, this oppofition 
Jhould increafe your gracious heat for your God. Fire gives out the 


mofi feorching heat in the cold-ft weather It is time for thee,Lord,. 


to worke (/aith David) for they have made void thy Law, 
Therefore I love thy Commandements above gold, yea above 


03% _ 
I fhall not need to tell ee that our folemne Leagne and Covenant 


fine gold. Therefore I efteem all thy precepts concerning all 


things to beright, and I hate every falfe way, P/a/, 119.126, 
127,20. 

Cty foul defires, that according to the guidance of that Yifedons 
which 1s from above, yon all may make the like gracious improvement of 
the checks and affronts Which you meet with, in your Covenant-keeping, 
By how much the more, any others do plot and prattife to hinder the 
glorious worke of Çhurch-refirmation, by f much the more do Jon. 
confult and att, to expedite and perfed it. By how much the more any 
others flrive and fiudy to maintain Popery, Prelacie, Schifne, Here fie: 
by (0 much the more,do you fet your felves againft [uch matters, as be» 
ing deStruttive to the welfare both of Church and fate, By bow much 
the more others acfigne and endeavour to break the brotherly union 
between England and Scotland, by f much the more do you lay forth 
your felves to maintain tt, And that your xealin thefe kindes ma y 
appear to your felves and others to be pare and Jiacere, let st be your 
chief and confiant care, to reforme your felves and all yours, in every 
thing, according to the wil of God: That you all may in thee parti- 
culars andin all shingselfe, approve yaur felves faithful both ro God 
ana man, sn boly (cvenant-keeping, fhal be the prayer of him, 
Whos = i 


} Your fervant,tn,and 
Ehad ss > for fefus Chrift, 
he o l Sim: Asx, 
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Psa, 76. Ife 
Vow and pay unto the Lord your God. 


YSet2His Text perfwades a double duty. 1. To make vows. 
very i 2. To pay vows unto the Lord our God. From 
3e whence two truths, feafonable for the fervice of the 

seep day, fall naturally, "and eafily, without forcing, into 
ARR our confideration. 

T. ris Gods people must make religious vows, as his hand of pro- 
vidence doth lead them forth thereunto, 

That fach vows. being made, mast be payed unto the Lord 
our God. 

In the handling of the former of thefe propofitions, I fhall 
briefly give you, 1. Theexplication ; 2. The application thereof. 

The explication of the point I fhal] difpatch under thefe three 
heads. 1. The Act required, vow. 2. The Agents, or perfons 
upon whom this duty is prefed’; This the following words ex- 
pre, All thofe that be round about him». 3. The providences, 
whereby God calleth forth to this practice of making vows. 

Firft, Holy vows are the folemn engagements of the foul unto 
the Lord, according t to his will: Jf amanvow avow unto H 

B Lor 


Dolig 
Dol. 5, 
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Lord, or {wear an oath,to binde his Gal with a bond, Numb.30.2. 
Fo vow, to fwear, and to covenant, are in Scripture phrafe equi- 
valent, importing the feme thing, Jonathan made a Covenant 
- with David, And Jonatkan canfed David to [wear again,\ Sam. 
29.16,17. -Here I may not {pend.time, -in difcourfing concerning 
the feverall forts of vows, which might befpoken to, under thefe, 
or {fuch like heads. ‘1. They are either made to God, or man. 
2. OFf things neceflary,or arbitrary. 3. Explicite, or implicite, 
mentall,or vocall. 4. Aflercory,or promiflory. Butrlet it be fuf- 
ficient, that I now fuggelt thus much: That the Text is to be un- 
derftood of fuch vows, as are promiffory obligations unto the Lord, 
And from hence I fhall perfwade and dire& the managing of 
fuch vows unto God, as are neceffary and openly unfolded to every 
ordinary -underftanding, inthe folemn League and Covenant this 
day to be renewed. ' 

Secondly, the Actors in this duty are defcribed to be fuch, as are 
round about the Lord. The Plalmift hath reference to Nzmsb.2.2 


where Z/rael was commanded to pitch their Tents round about - 


the Tabernacle, which was a figne of Gods {peciall prefence. Arnd 
this phrafe (as I conceive) defcribeth Gods people by adonblé 
character. z, Their fpeciall attendance upon God, their readinefle 
to receive and obey hiscommands: As the four and twerity El- 
ders, are faid,Rev.4.4. to beround about the Throne, as pres d to 
praife the Lord. 2. Gods fpeciall prefence in the midit of them, 
to hear prayers, and to performe promifes,. for their prefervation 
and welfare in every kinde; Who bath God fo nigh unto them, 
as the Lord our God, in all things, that. we call upon him for ? 
Deu. 4.7. age : 

Thirdly, the call unto this imployment I fhall note under a five 
fold providence from the Lord. 

- I. Sinfull defections from God,that by means of religious vowe 


+ te ae 
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n S M a a 
zekiah ) to make.a Covenant with the Lord God of Ifrael, 
2 Chron.29.6,7,10. Thus likewife the people of God refolved in 
the dayes of Ezra: We bave trefpaffed againft our God,é&c. 
Now therefore, let 1s make a Covenant with our God, Ezta 
Io, ‘2,3. 

EF H difcoveries of divine difpleafure, that by holy covenant- 
ing prefent judgements might be removed, and future evils pre- 
vented: Tie Wrath of the Lord was upon Judah and Jerufalem 
and he hath delivered them to trouble, to aftenifoment and to 
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Ufer. 


ee ee. 
5+ Apparent danger of fedu€tion apd departure from God. In 
this regard Gods fervants have afreth obligéd themfelves to his 
Majelty, for their own eftablifament and prefervation: Ye Sand 
this day before the Lord, toeriter into covenant with the Lord thy 
God,left there ponid be among ft you any whofe heart turneth away 
from the Lord, D<ut.29.10,12,18, ; i 
The application of this point followeth 3 Which ferves in the 
firft place to informe you of your call to covenant-renewing, the 
intended fervice of thisday, For give me leave to appeal unto 
ycur confciences, Right Honourable, right Worfhipfull, and much 
respetted Citizens, whether all the five fore-mentioned parti- 
culars, donot fully reachyou and take hold upon you, both in re- 
{pect of Gods dealings with you, and your mifcarriages towards 
him, fince you at firft took the folemre League and Covenant, 
And here I {hall make bold to propound unto you fome fhort in- 
terrogatorics, under the five fore- mentioned heads, te which I with 
your hearts may returne an{wers, as in the prefence of the All- 
knowing God. | | 
Firft, Are you not guilty of fiofull ceclinings in a great degree 
from your former engagements unto the Lord? Have you not 
loft your firft love ? Have not the matters of Gods honfe been 
much fleighted and neglected ? Hath not your care to preferve the 
truth of Religion from corruption been much abated ? Have you 
not connived at the fpreading of pernicious errours in this City è 
Hath not your zeal againft fchifme and finfull {eparations from out 
Church Aflemblies been very much cooled ? Is not your love to- 
Wards our Brethren of Scot/andina great meafure leffened ? Have 
not your vigorous endeavours to promote the fetling of Chrifts 
government in cur Congregations been wofully diminifhed? And 
have you not been lamentably wanting in labouring the thorow 
reformation of your felves and families? Which of you, hath ftri- 
ven toexceed, to excell others, in advancing the power of ecdli- 
nefle in your converfation ? Doubtlefle thefe and fuch like backa 


Alidings from former engagements, may well warrant your Co- 


Venant-renewing with your God. 

Secondly, None of you can be ignorant of the manifold, mani- 
feit difcoveries of Gods heavy difpleafure againit this poor trem- 
bling Kingdom, Hath notthe Lord delivered ws up anto ie 

i ae j ARG 
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and aftonifament, by his fevege adminiftrations @ How many thou- 
fands have fallen by the{word of cruell war? What wofall de- 
folations are made in many Towns, yea Counties in this King- 
dom, by the prevailing pitileffe enemies? And fhould not we read: 
Gods wrath againft our felves, in the abundance of blood which 
hath been fhed, and the unhappy fpoils which have been: made in: 
Scotland and Ireland ? Brfides all chis, I pray you confider whe- 
ther thefe things do not proclaim and {peak alowd Gods anger ? 
Our long looked for reformation in matters of Religion, is {till de- 
ferred s our hopes of the much-needed-and much-defired Difcipline 
of Jefus Chrift, are ftill difappointed : the miferable-rénts and di- 
vifions in families, Congregations, Cities and Counties, ‘by reafon 
-of different, yea contrary opinions and practices, in wayes of Re- 


ligion, are wonderfully increafed. And have we not in thefere- | 


gards reafon to renew our Covenant,..that the wrath of the Lord: 
may be turned from us ? Lakes ens 


O Sot ; meat tow 

Thirdly, God hath often remembred us in our low efate? bes- 
Caufe bis mercy endureth fir ever. \Who can recount Gods many: 
marvellous works for ovir fafety and comfort 2. Have not our deli- 
virances been wonderfull, and many of our viCories little lefe 


then miraculous ? How often hach the fubtiil enemy been infatuae 


ted, the Rrong enemy weakned,and greac Armies broken by a little 
{trength? I fhallnot need here to minde you of the many wonders’ 
which Gods Almighty hand hath wrought for us, both in the Nor- 
therne and Wefterne parts. And as for this:Gity, how admirably’ 
and unexpectedly hath it been preterved and provided for,in-every 


kinde by the Lord? How many oppreffions are we freed from, by” 


Parliamentary authority, through the goodnefle of our God? 
Therefore befides other prefents of praifewhich God deferves at our 


hands, we have juft occafion to prefent our felves unto his Hig nefe 


by Covenant-renewing. ; pao 9st ot Ld Bul sui Bu ae 
- Fourthly, Notwichftanding out various: and glorioits expes 


riences of Gods patience and goodnefle ; Have we not too much . 


caufe thus tocomplain, that tothisday we want hearts to hul- 


band Gods remarkable providences,to his‘honour.and our own ade 


vantage ? Who.loves God more, ‘or who ferves h'm better,becaufe 


of the great things he hath done for us? ‘Is our faith in Gods pro: 


mufes {tronger ?. Is our fear-of Gods difpleature greater? Are we 
ae "more 


Gal.sz 


Ufe 2. 
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more zealous for the Lordof Holts, or more couragious for his 
truth, againft errour? Dare we fay that we do our urmoft for the 
{peeding of Church-reformation,that we may not be over-runand _ 
sindone by Ses, Schifmes and confufions? Therefore certainly, 
we have acall to renew our Covenant, to quicken our improve- 
ment of Gods gracious providences, both to his praife, others pro- 
fityand our own further comfort in Chrift. 

Fiftly and Jaftly, That we may not fall from our ftedfaftneffe, 
we have need to binde our {elves yet further unto our God by fo- 
Jemne Covenant. Men are wont (asIhaveheard ) co hoop their 
veffeds with iron bonds, in which they carry cheiritronger liquors’ 
beyond feas,thac by the toffings in che {hip and the liquors working, 
the veffels may not be broken into pieces, and the liquor loft. And 
havenot we moreneed to add the bond of a folemne Covenant 
to the bond of Gods facred commands, that we may not be broken 
from one another, nor divided from God in his traths and ho- 
ly worfhips, in thefe broken, erroncons, ftormy, cempeftuous 
times ? 

. For 1, Emulation, variance, firift,fediticns,herefies, are rec- 
koned up, by the Apoftle, among{t the works of the flefh, unto 

“ which our corrupt natures do ftrongly difpofe us. 

- 2. There are more thena good many of {ubrle, bufie fattours.in 
„this City, to promote errours, {chifmes and factions of feverall 
forts, co draw difciples after them, and to-fpread their infection 
amongft people of all rankes and qualities. | 

3. It isapparent,by too many inftances,that divers perfons both 
wile. and godly, have been deceived and drawn afide from the 
wayes of truth, into the by-paths of errour and {chifme, and inte 
practices. of bicternefle (1 will noc fay of how many kindes ) 
againft their brethren. Therefore in thisrefpect, as in chofe before 
Mentioned, you have juft caule to {ay onetoanother; Conse, let 
us joyn our felves unto the Lord in a Covenant, never to be 
forgotten. 

Having thus far endeavoured toclearup your call-unto Cove- 
nant-renewing, I now proceed by way of exhértation, to per- 
fwade your regular and reverential cantioufneffe in this weighty 
bufinefle. Confider che glorious Majefty of God, unto whom 
vows are to bemade ; He ovghe to be feared, as our ee 

i renders 
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renders the words following the Text: or, He # faras the Ori- 
ginall hath it. Jn which-phrale we have Nomen affectus, pro ob- 
jato. God isa dreadfull and terrible Majefty. And this doubrleffe 
isadded, to awe mens hearts, ‘in the undertaking of fuch like fer- 
vices. The advice of Solomon upon this ground is more open, Ec- 
clef.5.2 Be notrafo with thy mouth, and let wot thy heart be bafty 
ro utter any thing before God; for God isin Heaven, and thou upon 
earth. In which counfell,the wife man hath {peciall reference unto» 
yvowing,as the following words declare. ; 
Now for your guidance in this great fervice, I will give you. 
briefly fome plain and neceflary rules. 
1. You muft Covenant kxdwixgly, Itis thus openly expreffed,., 
of them who covenanted in the dayesot Nehemiah, Every one 
having knowledge, and having anderftanding, ‘they clave to their 
brethren, they entred into an oath to walke in Gods Law, Neh io 
29, Ignorance doth nothing well: the light of knowledge muft — 
“guide our whole courfe. And in thisbufineffe of a facred Vow, it 
is neceffary that men know, ‘both-the nature of the duty, ‘and the - 
matter of the féderall engagement.. No mah should be moved by. 
an implicite faith, but every one fhould be fully perfwaded in bis- 
own minde, For as in other-cafes, foin this, What [sever is not of : 
faith ,u fir. — 
2; Repentance for former offences muft precede,and prepare for 

Covenant-renewing. Thus it was withthefe, who fealed and fabe- 
{cribed the folemne Covenant in the time of Nehemiah, for they, 
aflembled themfelves to keep areligious Faft (as'we do this day ) » 
before they entered into the Covenant, Neh.9.13 In which exercite 
deep forrow forfin wasexprefled, their particular evils were age ~ 
gravated and largely confefled, themfelves were judged, and God 
was ju(tified in his fevere adminiftrations : All thefe expreffions of 
repentance, are manifeft in that 9th Chapter of Nihemiab, which : 
then was. the introduction to the Covenant. And doubtleffe if: 
we do not penitently bewail our former violations of Gods come - 
mands and our own vows, we cannot with acceptation to Gods.. 
nm comfort in ourown hearts renew our Covenant with him . 
this day. 

3. Your hearts muk go along with your vows. It is faid; . 

a Chron.15.15. That ak Judah did [wear with all their hearts: 
wo 4 
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And God will not takeup wich leffe at our hands thisday. Itis no 
better then hypocrifie,to lift up hands before God, when the heart 
is far from him». We mult in our judgements approve and refolve 
upon the payment of out vows, and all our affections, both concu- 
pifcible and irafcible, muft be upon the wing, according to the va- 
rious particularities expreffed inthe Covenant. The foul fhould 
with love, joy and longings, worke towards the {peedy fetling of 
Church-governement according to the word of God, and towards 
the maintaining of brotherly union between the two Kingdoms 
of England and Scotland, together with the more full reforma- 
tion of our felves and families. And O how fhould your fouls 
now rife,in holy diflike, in che hatred of, and in indignation againft 
Popery and all profaneneffe, again Herefies,Schifme, deteftable 
Neutrality, and whatfoever elfe it is, which is againft God and che 
welifare of chefe Kingdoms | - 
4. Our Covenanting muft be accompanied with humility. 
1.From the fenfe of our own weaknefles to keep touch withGod,in | 
comming up fully to the Covenant ; we fhould lean to his promife, 
and take hold on his ftrength: Say,as the Church, Through God we 
foall do valiantly, Pfal.60.11. And as the bleffed Apoftle did; 
Phil.4.13. 1 can do all things through Pefus Chrift frrengthen- 
Sng Me, 

* And being apprehenfive of our own unworthinefle,to receive 
any ability from the Lord, feeing by our fins, we have enfeebled 
our own fpirits, therefore we fhould humbly petition for divine 
afiiftance. Herein imitate David, who having thus in refolution 
and promife expreffed himfelf before God; Z Will keep thy Statutes, 
he immediatly adds, O forfake me not utterly, Pfal.119.8. The 
more of the fpirit of /elf-deniall and prayer isin your hearts, when 
you take the Covenant, the more hope there will be of your keep- 
ing it afterwards. 

Şe Come to the Covenant con/cientioufly, Benot acted enly 
by the appointments, expectations or practices of men in this pat- 
ticular: Ler not this be the alone motive upon your fpirits; Co- 
‘venant-renewing is ordered by the Court of Common-Councel : 
But rather realon thus ; The manifold providences of God before 
fpecified, do call unto this fervice, and therefore we will undertake 
it. If yourefpect not God in the worke,you thall lo{e both accepta 
ance and recompence. 6, Cove- 

us p 


God. 
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6. Covenant fiducialy : If your [piritsa& fincerely, according 


to the fore-named directions, then be you confident that the con- 
fequence of this dayes fervice will be comfortable. Although 
your weaknefles are many and great, yet if your hearts be herein 
found upright with God, you may hopefully perfwade your felves 
that the Lord will fo far regard his own ordinance, and have re- 
{pec unto the mediation of Chrift ( the Adeffenger, the Mediaa 
tour of the new-Covenant ) that your worke fhall be crowned 
with good fuccefle. You heard before, that Exemy-conquering 
providences made way unto the exhortation in the Text, Vow 
and pay unto the Lord your God. And I conceive that the verfe 
following is confiderable,being the language of faith; He pall cut 
off the [pirit of Princes, he isterrible to the Kings of the earth: 


The moft potent adverfaries of the Church fhall be brought 


down, by holy Covenant-making and Covenant-keeping with 
Now this lets me into the confiderationof my next DoGrine ; 
That vows made ,muft be paid uutothe Lord our God, 
Although a vow muft not be made a bond of iniquity, and there- 
fore unlawfull vows rather call for repentance then performance, 
(as Davids ralh revengefull refolution againft churlifh Nabal. ) 
Yet fuch Covenants as we make according to Gods will, we 
muft make good, in contcience to hiscommandment : Pay that 


whieh thou haf vowed (faith Solomon,) Better it is that thon 


Soouldeft not vow, then that thou fhouldest vow and not pay it. 
Suffer not thy mouth to caufe thy flefh to fin, Ecclef.5.4,5. The 
Scribes and Pharifees were but fleighty fuperficiall Expofitours of 
Gogs Law, yet they were wont thus to publifo Gods command: 


. Thou foalt not forfwear thy felf, but faalt performe unto the 


Lord thine oaths, Mat.5.33. i ee 

In the profecution of this plain, profitable, feafonable and necef= 
fary poinc,I fhall taithfully endeavour three things. 1.7 per/wade 
this duty by arguments, 2. To guide this prattice by rules. 3.T0 


. promote your obedience herein, by (ome fhort dire ttions. 


The motives whereby we may be induced to make good our 
honeft and holy vows, fhall be caft under feverall heads, that my 
progrefic in them,may be the more eafie and edifying. 

1. From the nature of-a vow in eee and from fundry 

a Se circumstances 
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circumftances confiderable in ozr Covenant particularly. 
Ingenerall; 1. All vows are facred obligations upon our con. - 
{ciences: Jf any (faith Mofes ) vow a vow unto the Lord, or 


: fwear an oath, to binde his fiul with a bond, Numb.30.2,eéc. 
In this refpect the holy Pfalmift refolved upon this duty, P/Z..56. 
"12. Thy vows are upon me, O Lord, I will render praifes: And 
' doubrleffe every gracious heart will be fenfible of this great fpiri- 
-tuallengagement. 2. By means of vows we become Gods deb- 
Ytors: Henceitis, that the Text calls for payment, Vow and pay. 


I here remember the fpeech of the Prophet unto the poor widow, 
2 King.4.7. Go fell thine oyl, and pay the debt. And the Holy 
Ghoft gives inthis, as a note of a wicked man, P/al.37.21. He 
borroweth,and payeth not again. You Merchants,who have great 


` dealings in the world, would you not be afhamed to appear upon. 
-the Exchange, if you were not carefull to pay your debts unto 


men? Therefore, vow and pay unto the Lord your God, 
More particularly, there are {undry weighty circumftances con- 
fiderable, in regard of our folems League and Covenant, which 


-may worke our hearts unto terious refolucions to kee pin 


1. The materials of our Covenant are lawpi and juftifiable ; 
we vow to endeavour the extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, Super- 
flition, Herefie, [chifme, profaneneffe, and Wwhatfoever fhall be 
found to be contrary to (ound dottrine and the power of Lodline ffe. 
And have we not good reafon thus to do ? For have not thefe things 


- much endangered the welfare both of this Church and Common- 


wealth already? and will not the indulging of fuch matters, 
prove deitructive both to our publike hopes and comforts? We 
vow fincerely, really, conftantly,through the grace of God, to en- 
deavour the reformation of Religion, in Dottrine, worfhip, Dif- 
cipline and Goverment, according to the Word of God, and the 


` example of the beft Reforrsed Cherches. I Shall not need to {pe= 


-cifie our engagements, to defend the Kings perfon and authority in 
‘ the prefervation of the true Religion, to preferve the priviledges 
of Parliament, as alfe to continue a firme peace and union be- 
tween the Kingdoms of England andScotland. Thefe and other 
things exprefled in the Covenant,are by you Covenanters account- 
ed juft and equall. I remember Davids refolution, P/4/.119.106,1 
have {worn and I will perform it, that I will keep thy vile 
jHagements. 
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udgements. And if we judge the materials of our Covenant righ- 
“reous, we fhould in chat regard lay the greater charge upon our con- 
{ciences to keep it. 

2, Our vows are deliberate, The nature of this ordinance hath 
been unfolded, the feverall Articles in the Covenant have been 
confidered of, and therefore the rather ro beobferved. Rath vows 
binde confcience, if che keeping of them prove only in inexpedien- 
cies prejudiciall ro our felves,and contradict not any of Gods ever- 
binding laws. Therefore Solomon calling for the payment of 
vows, tells people,that chey muit not thinke to put off that obliga- 
tion,by faying,/¢ was an crrour,Eccl.5. an inconfiderate overiight, 
And we all know,that when J/+ael was bound to the Gzbeonizes by 
an oath, througiia miftake, being over-reached by a cheat, All the 
Princes faid to all te Congregation We have [worn unto them by 
the Lord God of Ifrael, now therefore We may not touch thems, 
fofe.9.19. How then fhall we beexcufed, if our premiditated 
vows be not performed ? 

3. We have vowed before many Witzeffes. Men who ftand 
muchupon their credit and reputation in the world, willbe taken 
with thisargument. When King Hered was caught in a {nare, by 
hisheady vow, and being troubled, becaufe the dancing Damfell 
demanded the head of 7obx the Baptift, itis faid, Nevertheleffe 
for the oath fake, aud them which fate with him at meat, he conse 
manda it to be given her, Aat.14.9. Confider how many have 
feen you lift up your hands uato the moft High pofleffour of Hea- 
ven and earth,in holy Covenanting > Remember how many thou- 
{ands know that the vows of God are upon you, and be you hereby 
prevailed wich to keep rouch with him. 

4. Hereto I might add the confideraction, both of the multitude 
of all rankes, qualities, callings in this Kingdom, in Scotland, 
Parliament. men, Souldiers, Citizens, Divines,&c. who are here- 
in mutually engaged withus. Imightalfo mindeyou of the often 
reiterations and renewings of your vows and Covenants: Doubt- 
lette thefe things will not be fcighted by chem who are ingenuous ; 
but I may noc infift upon them, having divers other heads of argu- 
ments toipeak unto. 

The fecond foit of arguments to perfwade Covenant-keeping, 


fhall be taken from our God, the only crue and blefled God, unto 
C2 | whom 


 —_ 


42 Covenant-keeping per{waded, 
whom our vows oblige us. And under this head thefe particulars 

are confiderable: 1. His Majelty takes exact notice of all fuch 
engagements, together wich all the circumftances of time, place, ` 

_ companies,occafiens, cc. which belong thereto: O God thou haft 

heard my vows, faith David,P fal 61.5, i 

2. His Highnefle well remembers thefe obligations: The 
Lord rounds Jacob in the ear with this Memento, I am the 
God of Bethel, where thou anointest the pillar, and where thou 
voweft a vow unto me,Gen, 31.13. 

3. Hecalls for paiment, he will not be taken off from demand- 
ing his debe in this kinde: When thon fhalt vow a vow anto the Lord 
thy God, thou fhalt not be flack to pay it, for the Lord thy God will 
farely require it of thee, Dcut.23.21. 

4. He is the moft High poffeffour and commander of Heaven 
and earth. The Plalmift layes {trength upon this confideration, 
P fal.50.14. Pay thy vows unto the moft High. And this thought 
was prevailing upon the hearts of Fephthah and his daughter,in.a 

_ cafe very dificult in a courte very croffe co the ftream and ftrength 
of naturall affe@tion: you all know his vow, therefore I fhali not 
need to name it, but marke I pray you the expreffions, both of the 
father and of his childe, Judg.11 35,36. / have opened my mouth 
(faith fephthah ) unto fehovab, and I cannot go back, And fhe 
faid to him, My father, if thou hast opened thy mouth unto 
fehouah, do tame according to that which hath preceeded out of 
thy mouth, 

5. He is a moft faithfull Covenant-keeping God : He is God, 
the faithfull God, which keepeth Covenant and mercy, Deut.7.9. 
Although meer mercy move his Majefty to make Covenant, yet 
will he make it good : How much more fhould we keep our holy 
Covenants, which both duty and neceflity eall us to renew. 

6. Although our well-doing,. doth nor, cannot reach the Lord 
With advantage, yet his Highnefle will account himfelf honcured 
by ourfaichfullnefle in Covenant + Hence it is, that thefe two due 
tics are conjoyned in the Scripture ; Offer to God thanke/giving, 
and pay thy vows unto the most High, P(al.50.14. And Pfal.65. 
1, Praife waiteth for thee O Godin Sion, and unto thee foball the 
vow be perfirmed. Confider I pray you, Do we not owe God 
praite? Do we not pray, Hallowed be thy Name ? Willit norbe 

our 
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See 
cur Honours to fet the Crown on his head? Therefore let us all re- 
folve to performe our vows unto the Lord our God. 

The third head of arguments follows to be confidered, and itis 
drawn from the various precious benefits to be received, by con- 
{cientious Covenant-keeping with the Lord our God. 1. Care 
in this kinde will evidence our effectual converfion toGod. The 
Prophet L/atah foretelling the calling of the Gentiles,. fpeaketh 
thus, The Lord fhall be known to Egypt. and the Egyptians foalt 
know the Lord in that day, and foall do facrifice and oblation, 
yea they fall vow a vow asto the Lord, and performe iF 
Tía.19.21. i 

a. Good Covenant-keepers lye very neat unto the Lords warme 
heart,he loves them dearly : If ye will obey my voice indeed, and 
keep my Covenant, then ye foall be apeculiar treafure unto me 
above all people, Exod.19.5- Covenant- keepers are Gods jewels, 
and all other perfons are accounted as the lumber of the worldin 
‘comparifon of them. Men wiil adventure much to ingratiate them- 
{elves with great ONS 3 and {hall not we pay cur vows, that we 
may enjoy the favour,the eftimation of God, whofe loving kindnes 
is better then life ? 

- Hence iflueth hope to prevaile with the Lord by our pray~ 
ers The Pfalmift having faid, P 4l.65.1. Unto thee O God fhall 
the vow be perfarmed 5 he adds immediatly, O thou that heareft 
ayers. And Ío foon as this counfell was given, P/al 59.14. Pay 
thy vows unto the moft High, inthe next verfe,this follows by way 
ofconnexion,e 4nd call upen me in the day of trouble, I will deliver 
thee, and thou fo lt glorifie me. As you dc fire the audience of your 
prayers, make you conicience to pay your vows. 

4, The fanification of all our concernments, is a rich privi- 
ledge appertaining unto honeft Covenant-keepers : All rhe paths 
of the Lord are mercy and truth, unto them Who keep his Coue- 
nant, P fal.25.19. Gods {weet mercy, in the performance of his 

romifes, runs throug the veins of all his providences for the good 
of chem,who in reference to Covenant,keep touch withhim: And 
who knows fully the worth of this one prerogative ; therefore as 
you defire a fhare herein,make contcience to pay your vows unto the 
Lord your God. 

5. What need I defcend unto any more particulars, feeing all che 

| © 3 precious. 
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‘precious promifes of the Covenant of Gofpel-grace, are affured up- ~ 
on them, who ate faithfull in Covenaat with God. The Plalmift ’ 
having moved this queftion, P/4l.24.3. W30 fhall afcend inco the ` 
hill of che Lord, and who fhal ftand in his holy place ? parcof his 
anfwer is this; He that bath not [worn deceitfally, he fhal re- 
ceive the bleffing from the Lord, and righteoufneffe from the God 
of his faluation: Therefore be prevailed with,chrough holy felfe- 
love and defires of bleffzdaeile, to pay your vows nato the Lord 
gour God. 

‘6. And yet once more give meleave to preffe this argument 
ab utili, upon the heartsof you whoare affectionate parents ; I 
know your bowels earn cowards your children, and yon defire their 
good,as your own comfort; now be you well aflured, that you can 
take no courfe, which willbe more probable co entaile Gods blef- 
fing upon your pofterity, then this of confcientious Covenant- 
Keeping with God. How admirable and defirable is that promife 
in Pfal.103.17,18. The mercy of the Lord is from everlafting to 
everlafting, upon them that fear him, and his righteoufneffe “sto 
childrens children,to [uch as keep his covenant? 

Thefe benefits ef Covenant-keeping I leave in your bofomes, 

defiring that through the bleffing of God, they may do you good. 
Motive 4. I might here mention a further motive, to perfwade the paiment 
of vows, from the fad confequences of falfeneffe and untaithfull- 
nefle inthis kinde. 1. The Pfalmift gives in this as a charaCter of 
a wicked man, P/al.55.20, He hath broken (or protaned) hes Co- 
venant. 2. All the fins of men are greatly aggravated by this 
circumftance, that they are not only tranfgreffions of Gods Law, 
but violations of their own vows. Thus Solomon brands the adul- 
terous woman, Prev.2.17, She forgerrerh the Covenant of her 
God. 3 Breach of Covenant brings Gods burning dilpleature up- 
on people: This thought did awe //*ae/, in reference to cheir ralh 
League made with the Gebeonites, Joth.g.20. We will let thems 
live l: ft Wrath be upon us, becaufe of the oath which We [ware msi- 

to them. a 

4. Gods anger in this kinde kindled, may bring aconfumption 
upon our hopes and comforts. That Item which the w/e maz 
gives in this ca € {hould be ferioufly minded, Ecc! 5 5,6. Better it 15 
thas thou fhouldcst not vow, then that thon foouldcft vow and nat 
Pays 


par; Wherefore þouldGodbe angry at thy voice, and deftroy the 
worke of thine hands? Never were greater works under hand for 
Church and Common-wealth, in ourdayes, or the dayes of our 
fore-fathers, then are inagitation amongft us ar this day ; there- 
fore letus take heed, left our unfaichfullnefie in our Covenant pro- 
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voke the Lord to dafh all cur endeavours into pieces, with the dif- 


appointment of all our golden hopes. Gods curfe is annexed unto 
his Covenanr,to enforce the keeping of ic. It is faid, Wed10.29. 
They entered into acurfe, asd into an oath to walke in the Law of 
God. And the {word ot cruell war is drawn by the hand of Di- 
vinejuttice, to avenge rhe quarrel of the Covenant, Lev.26,25. 
This {word of Civil war is eacing mans flefh, and drinking mans 
blood in this Kingdom at thisday ; and how can weexpect that 
the Almighty fhould command it to returne into its {cabbard, and 


to bequiet, if we continue carelefle in keeping Covenant ? I pros. - 


feffe (beloved ) that I have often trembled to thinke upon that dif- 
covery of Gods feverity, in punifhing I/rael with three yeers fa- 
mine in Davids time, becaufe Saul had broken the rafh vow, 
which the Elders of !{rael had made long before with the Gibeona 
ites. ForthuslIreafon, If the violation of an unadvifed oath with. 
fubtill fGinfull men, by the pofterity of them who made it, did bring 
afore nationall judgement; what then may weexpect from the 
hand of God, for contradicting both by words and deeds, both by. 
opinions and practices, the folemn iacred League and Covenant 
which our felves have upon deliberation, both made and renewed. 
with man and God ? Thefe are weighty confiderations,and worthy. 
yout often and ferious thoughts, unto which many more might be 
added ; but 1 forbear the enlarging of this fubject, becaufe you have 
{o fully been acquainted with this matter, by my Reverend bro- 
ther, who hath largely to fatisfaction fet forth the exceeding great 
danger of truce-breaking, from -2 Tim.3.1. Covenant-breaking 
makes the times perillous : untaichfullnefle in Covenant is a Land- 
deftroying,a Kingdom-devouring fin. 


2 Sam Ie. 


M. Calama 


Now (my beloved) to {fumme up all my arguments : If there be | 


in your hearts, 1. Either refpect unto the facred obligation of a fo- 
lemn vow, 2. Or unto the moft High poffeffour of Heaven and 
earth. 3. If you either prize the promites of his grace, and defire 
to be partakers thereof through Chrift; 4. Or dread the difco- 


Meracs. 


Kulet. 


Covensnt-keeping per{waded. 
veries of the wrath of the Almighty,and would preferve your {elves 
and your pofterity, your felves and the Kingdom from breaking .- 
blows of vengeance, pay your vows unto the Lord your God, 

Thefé arguments I hope will not be fleighted by you : God for- 
bid, chat matters of fo great, fo publike concernment, fhould be 
difregarded by them, who profefle fo much zeal and refpect to 
God and to his caufe, unto the profperity of chis famous City, and 
the wellfare both of Church and Common-wealth, as you Worthy 
Citizens have done, and perfevere to do: Therefore | proceed in 
this fervice, to fet down fome Scripture-rules to guide you in che 
faichtull payment of your vows unto the Lord your God, i 

‘Pay your good vows #niverfally:Pay thy vows faith the Pfalm- 
it, P/a/.50.t4. All thy vows, none excepted ; whacloever you 
have vowed according to his word,you mult make geod according 
to hiscommand : Thus much is open in the text,vow and pay nato 
the Lord your God. Take good King fofiah for a prefident for 
your paterne inthis particular, of whom it is thus faid, upon his 
covenanting with God, 2 Chrou.34.33, Aud} fiab took away all 
the abominations, out of all the countries which pertained tothe 
children of Ifrael, and made all that were prefent in Ifrael to 
fwear,eventoferve the Lordtheir God. You fee that he {pares 
nothing, no where within the reach of his authority, which might 
be difpleafing unto his God or deftsutive to his people. I pray you 
perufe the particulars to be oppofed by vertue of ycur Covenant, 
Popery, Prelacy, Profanenef[e, Schifme, Herefie ; and donot dare 
to indulge any abomination, which you have vowed to oppofe s 
Take heed that no finfull biaffe of near relations,or any felf-advan- 
tages,take you off from your faithfullneffe in this kinde, The Holy - 
Ghoft makes this a character of an heirof Heaven, Pfal.15.4. He 
[weares and keeps it though to his own hinderance: Therefore let 
not fear of lofing a cuftomer, a friend, an office, a good bargain,or 
any other outward advantage, hinder you in keeping your Cove- 
nant. I will not further enlarge this head, which] leave to your 
thoughts, but will conclude the rule, with reading the practice of 
Kirg A/a inthe purfuance of his Covenant, 2 Chron.15.16. And 
alfo concerning Maachah the mother of Afà the King, he remo- 
ved her from being Dueen,becaufe fh: had made anldol in a grove; 
And Afacut down her Id.l, and ftampedit, and burnt it í the 

l rook 
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brook Kidron, There are Idols of mens heads; and. of mens hands, 
there are [dol-opinions and Idol-praétices to be oppofed by vertue 
of our Covenant, and you muft beware left through refpect of per- 
fons,you prove partiall and unfaichfull. 

When thou fhalt vow avow unto the Lord thy God, thou fhalt 
not be flack to pay it, Deut.23.21. And, thou fhalt not defer to 
pay it, Ecclef.5.4. I might here fpeak much to perfwade the {pee- 
dy paiment of our vows ; hereby your comfort will be increafed, 
and the publike worke of reformation quickned and expedited, 
your ats will be exemplary and of common influence both thorow 
the City and the whole Kingdom. How many thonfands enquire, 
what is done in London againft Popery, Profanenefle, Schifme and 
Herefie, in the purfuance of their folemn League and Covenant ? 
The feafonableneffe of an action betters it,doubles it è Bus dat qui 
citò dat : and I may truly fay in the cafe under hand, Bu facit gui 
citò facit : ply the work of reformation now itis upon the wheels, 


‘and you may do much worke in alittletime: priscipium est di- 


midium totius; gain-fay growing evils, tread upon the Cocka- 
trice in the ihell, oppofe thofe opinions and practices in the bud, 
in che birth, which if {uffered to grow,to live longer, will threaten 
the peace both of Church and ftate; by delayes your own guilt 
will be multiplied and greatened,your hopes of reformation will be 
enfeebled, and the whole Kingdom endangered : Bufineffes of ne- 
ceffity call for quick difpatche and is there any worke of greater 


-concernment, then the worke of your God, in endeavouring your 


own reformation, and the reformation of his Church according 
to his word, which is the matter of your Covenant ? I remember 


-the words of Mofes to ed aron, Go quickly to the Congregation, 


D 


Pr there is Wrath gone out from the Lord, the plague is begun, 
Num.16.46, And ít is faid that Aaron didrun. Blame menot, 
but bear with me, I befeechyou, if I appear warme,in perfwading 
your {peed in acting according to your Covenant, for I {peak for 
the fatety of afinking Kingdom. Are we notall ona flame? which 
Way can you caft your eyes, but you fhall fee the {parkes of unbro- 
therly contentions, rifing as out of a furnace? Alas, alas, we fhall 
burne into afhes, and from confufions fall into a ruinous heape, if 
through Gods bleffing upon Covenant-keeping-endeavours,. our 
mifery be not prevented. -ú 
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Pay your vows boldly, with fo much opennefle, thatthe wit- 
nefle of your bonds may be witneffes likewife of your faichfull- 
neffein difcharging them: The refolution of Davidis herein imi- 
table, which he expreffeth once and again in the fame Palme, I 
ae Wik pay my vows unto the Lord inthe prefence of all his people, in 
- the prefence of ali his people, yeain the midst of thee,O ferufalem,, 

Pfal.116.14,18,19. Is icany {hame for a man to be honeft, and to 
pay his debts? Wherefore then fhould men be loth to appear in 

- the purfuance of their Covenants ? AG fo publikely, fo couragiont- 
ly fora full reformation according to the word of God,and againft 
Malignancy, Sedition, Herefic, together with all other things de- 
{iructive to the welfare of the three Kingdoms, that both City 
and Countrey mzy underftand your undaunted refolutions to keep 
Covenant with your God: And if in this way of zeal and faith- 
fullneffe, you fhould meet with checks and affronts, male ye that 
anfwer unto your oppofers which brave-fpirited D avid made unto 
mocking Michal, If this be to be vile, I will yet be more vile, 
2Sam.6, 

Rule 4. Keep Covenant with the Lord con/cientionfly: Have refpe® 
unto God in paying asin making vows: My text holds forth this 
openly, as many other parallel Scriprures, which I have formerly 
madeufeof. Whatfoever we do,which is materially comprehend- 
edinour Covenant, we fhould doit, becau/e of the oath of God, 
Ecelef.8.2. Do not only intend man-pleafing, or felfe-feeking in 
the purfuance of your Covenant ; be not popular and vain-glorious, 

` but fincere and fingle-hearted in this fervice, As in other afs of 
obedience, fo in this of Covenant-keeping, have an eye unto your 
heavenly father Who fees in fecreet, andhe willreward yon openly, . 
God forbid, God forbid that any one of you fhould a&t againit your 
brethren with an envious’or malicious fpirir, under pretence of 
making good your Covenant. O take heed unto your felves, that. 
you difgrace not this holy ordinance,nor open the mouths of them, 
who maligne our Covenant, and would upon fuch like obferya-. 
tions, reproachfully afperfe both you and it.. I will conclude this 
thle,with the caution given by worthy Nehemiah : Ought ye not 
to walke in the fear of our God,becanfe of the reproach of our enea 

. mbes?Neh.5.9¢. 

Rule j, Be vigorous in the payment jof your vows: The command of 


God- 


_ Govenant-kecping perfinaded 


God given unto Mofes for the guiding of this bufineffe, is here 
very confiderable, Lev.32.21. Whofoever offereth a facrifice to 
accomplifo his vow, it foal be perfi to be accepted, there fhall be 
no blemifh in it. When you pay your debts to God, bring your beft 
‘coyn; put not off your light gold to God; imploy and improve 
your very beft for your God; give him the flower of your wife- 
dom, ftrength, authority and interefts; fit down and confider 
where your chiefeft ability lyes, and refolve with that to pay your 
vows. Say thus unto your own fouls ferioufly in fecret; I will 
beat mine own brains by ftudy, I will ftirup my beft friends by 
importunity, and I will indulirioufly take all courfes within the 
compafle of my generall and particular calling, that my felfe and 
_ my family, that this Church and Common-wealth may be reform- 
ed, and that unity betwixt England and Scotland, may be pre- 
ferved according to the fo lemne League and Covenant. To quicken 
your care in this kinde, remember thofe {mart words, A4a/.1.14. 
Curfed be the deceiver, who hath a male in his flock, and voweth 
and facrificeth unto the Lordacorrupt thing: for I ama great 
King, faith the Lord of hofts, and my Name ts dreadful among the 
heathen, Look to it therefore, I befeech you, thinke not to put 
God off, with fupine, fuperficiall fleightneffe in Covenant- keep- 
ing: If you have male-confultations, male-affe&tions, male-en- 
deavours, male-adventures for other things, God will not ac- 
cept your female, your cold, faint, feeble actings for him, in the 
payment of your vows: Therefore if you have any talent bet- 
ter then ordinary, trade that for your God,in the purfuance of your 
Covenant. 
Keep Covenant withthe Lord confrantly: I will fing praifes 
to thy Name for ever (faith David,) that I may daily performe 
my vows, P{al 61.8. you muft not be like thofe Tenants, who 
bring in their rents readily, and miffe not aday for the firft year, 
bur grow carelefle afterward, in making paiment according to 
their compacts, and agreements. The fame heat which isin your 
hearts to day(this day of your Covenant-renewing,) for reform- 
ation according to Gods word, and againft the hindrances and 
hinderers thereof, mult be kept burning in your bofomes fo long 
as you fhall live, It is to be bewailed with tears of blood, that 


_ the tract of time cakes oft the fervency of mens {pirics for God 
aA, D2 in 


Rule 6, 
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in the worke of vowed-reformation. How have weloft our firft 
love? How is our zeal for good, and againft evil of lateabated? _ 
The time was, when our Covenant was much in our thoughts, 
much in our mouthes, when we moved others, and provoked our 
*felvés to make confcience to keep it: but now ( I am afbamed 
to Speake it,) our Covenant is forgotten, our Covenant is laid 
afide; yea ( O that I had not occafion to add ) many repent their 
taking of the Covenant, and fome are not afraid to plead againft 
it: I heartily with, that the true caules of this great change were 
well enquired after. My beloved, Is Church-reformation ac- 
cording to Scripture grown leffedefireable? Are pure ordinan- 
ces lefle lovely inoureyes? Is there now lefle danger of our un- 
doing by malignancy, popery, divifions and herefie, then hereto- 
fore? Remember, I pray you, from Whence you are fallen, and do 
your first works, in reference to your Covenant, the obligation 
whereof continues upon your confciences. Our God keeps Cos 
venant to atheufand generations, Deut.7-9. Let his example in 
this particular perfwade your conftancy. Be not Weary of well 
doing; be not difcouraged by difappointments; be not beaten off 
by ditticulties,delayes,oppofitions ; but proceed according to your 
callings and conditions, to promote that blefled reformation 
which is under hand : la de time you foallreap,if you faint nots 
Finis coronat opus ; Be you faithfull in your Covenant unto death, 
and you fhall receive the crown of life. f : 

_ I bave done with my Rules; now give me leave to give in 


_ fome few helps that you may act accordingly, and I will cone- 
clude all. i 


That you may be able to keep touch with God in point of Cove-- 
nant,take chefe very fhort directions.. f 
1.Worke well into your hearts the knowledge of all the fore-- 
mentioned particulars produced to perfwade Covenant-keeping : 
ef wife man (faith Solomon ) is trong, yea, aman of knowledge: 
increafeth Strength (or {trengtheneth might,) Prov.24.5. Scrie 
pture-ituths clearly underftood, convey according to Gods Ordi-. 
nance, {piricuall abilities into the fouls of men to act accordingly ; 
As the warme beams of the fummer fun adminifter vivacity to the 
creatures, both vegetativeand fenfitive: Therefore I humbly. ad- 
vile you, to put your {elves often under the power of thofe truchsy, 
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which may convince you of the neceffity and equity of paying 
your vows unto the Lord your God; and I doubt not,but by ens 
of ferious meditation, you fhall finde more activity herein to do 
your duty : While I was mufing (faith David ) the fire burned, 
P fal.39.3. The bellows of meditation will produce the flame of 
zeal, out of the fmall heat of holy defires to keep Covenant 
with God. 

2. A& confcientionfly, according to that meafure of ftrength. 
which you havereceived. Weall know by experience, that exer- 
cife increafech bodily ftrength, and queftionlefle Chriftians finde 
the truth hereof in their fouls, Solomon afluresus, Prov.10.29. 
The Way of the Lord is ftrength to the apright : The further we 
walke on in the wayes of faithfullneffe with God,and for God, the 
more able we fhall be to make good our foederali engagements un- 
to his Majefty. Doyou not all remember that famous {tory of the 
well-minded widow, lamenting her inability to pay her debts, 
whole little tock of oyl was multiplied by pouring forth, 2 King, 
4. I befeech you make a {pizituall improvement of this experi- 
ment ; give out thofe gifts, graces, which you have received in the 
paiment of your vows, and be you confident of increafe: In this 
enfe habenti dabitur ; trade your two talents, or your five for 
your Matters ufe,and they fhallbe doubled, arife and be doing, and 
the Lord will be with yor. Many of you know to your comfort, 
that a {mail tock traded, is grown up to a great eftate; I pray you 3 
make practical application. 
_ 3. Minde your felves, and minde one another often of your fo- 
lemne Covenant: This was: Gods own direction in this cafe, 
2King.17.39, The Covenant which I have made with you, ye 
foall not forget. Among men, many promifes are not performed, 
becanfe they are not remembred : And fo itis likewife in many of 
our obligations unto God, forgetfullnefle is fometimes one caufe 
of fome unfaithfullnefle.. The Pfalmifts connexion, P @/.103.18% 
iscontiderable; Thoe that keep his Covenant, andthofe whores 
member his Commandements to do them. There is an Oider of 
Parliament, requiring Minifters to reade the folemne League and 
Covenant in the Congregation, upon our Monethly Faft dayes ; 
And I humbly move,thac there may be an Order of the Common- 
Councel of this famous City, that che Covenant which you this. 

d 


ki D3, ay 


ver be wanting unto the foul which feeks him 
intruth, He hath not faid to the houfe of 
Jacob, Seek, ye me in vain, 
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